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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


BERT 
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LORD CLIVE 
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Or PLASSEY, 


In tid Ripgdom of InzCaxo. 


3 . 


Mr Ch: 


Have the honour to preſent you with” 
a collection of very curious tra- 
vels, moſt of which were made thro' a 
part of the world, which muſt always 
remember with aſtoniſhment and vene- 


ration your lordſhip's many gallant ex- 
A 2 ploits. 


os 
DEDICATION. 


ploits. It were fulſome and imperti- 

nent to attempt making a panegyric upon 
them, no encomium can ſpeak ſo loud- 
ly as they do for themſelves. Their 
glories are acknowledged by all Europe; 

the advantages reſulting from them are 
ſenſibly felt by theſe kingdoms; and 

the name of Crive is dear to every 
Britiſh ſubject. I muſt confeſs I think 
myſelf extremely happy in an opportu- 
_ nity of proclaiming the high reſpect I 
have for a character, ſo noble and ami- 

able as your lordſhip's s: Nor are you 
more honoured in public, than in pri- 
vate life, for it is univerſally allowed 
that you are as princely in your munifi- 
cence as your fortune; and that not à 
day paſſes without ſome member of 
ſociety being cheriſhed by your benefi- 
cence. That you may long continue an 
- ornament to the ſtation you fill, an Ho- 
nour to ”_ country, and a friend to 
mankind, 
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mankind, is his ſincere wiſh, who has 


l the happineſs to ſubſcribe himſelf, with 
dyc Fn  ' ' : 5. 

7 My Lord, 

> + Your'Londſhip's 

| Moſt obedient, 

. or Humble Servant, 

| 
SAMUEL DERRICK. | 
. CRELSEA, | 

April 27, 1762. 
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The Travels of WILLIAM DE RuBRU- 
dis, of the Order of Friars-Minors, 
through Tartary, China, and 2 
* * the E AST. 


CHAP. I. 


| "4 Shirt account of the author; and the occaſion 

of bis journey, His arrival at Soldaia; of the 
buildings, manner of travelling, carouſals, cuſtoms, 
and religion of the Tartars ; of their burials; our 
auth proceedings at the court of Zagaita. He 
@ river at the court of Sartach, us 


A 
7 he ni ing riſe of Zingis, the firſt than of the 


artars, from the degree of a farrier to the rank 
of a ſovereign prince, Of the reception Rubruquis 
met with from Baatu, he ſets out on a viſit to 
Mangu-Than; of the hardſhips be ſuſtained on 
the road; and the various flrange nations through 
tobich he paſſed, Of his reception by Mangu- 
Khan, Of a F rench goldſmith ſettled in 4. 


parts. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of various ceremonies uſed by the Neſtorians, Arme- 
nians, Saracens, and Idolators; divination by 
means of a blade bone off mutton; ſome farther ac- | 
count of Sergius the Armenian monk ; of pemple who 
faite; of ſome who are dwarfs ; ; of a curious ma- 
chine made by the goldſmith, Rubruquis erdered | 

to return homeward; of the recovery of a great | 

lady; © Air the Tartar ceremony of bleſſing horſes; "of | 
the Neſtorian manner of OT, the fe/tival of | 


| | , e 
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8 engaged in a diſpute in Aer we his re- 
ligien ; and triumphs, An account of the Scothſay- 
ers, their malice and cruelty. Rubruquis | fets out | 
on his return home; he reaches the court of Baata ; 
where he finds the Teſt of his people in good heal: b. 
Of the Aalni. A firange prophecy related by an 
Armenian biſhop. Of the reception Rubruquis 
met with from the Turkiſh Sultan; a terrible 
earthquake 3 / Rubruquis's arrival in Syria; and 

1 the concluſion of his adventures. The flary of the 

= old man of the mountain. 38 
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The curious Travels and manifold Ad- 


ventures of MARCO PoLo, a Venetian 


gentleman, through great part of Afia, 
Tartary, and the Iſlands of the Eaſt- 
Indies, about the year 1269. 
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y | colo and Maffeo Polo ſet out for Conſtantinople; 
'- they proceed 1 Tartary, and. viſit the court of the 
a | great than; their different jour mes backwards and 
- BY forward, between Venice and Tartary ; Marco. 
4 Polo's expedition to. Tartary ; tbe reception and: 
; treatment he met with in that. country; his adven- 
* tures afierwards in Europe; his death and cha- 
f | rafter ; his deſcription of Turcomania, the two: 
y Armenias, and of the city of Balſora; the ſtate: 
of the Sultan of Balſora; a miracle ;. Perſia de- 
ſerited. „ 
5 C H A PF. H. 
- Balaxianvand Baſcia deſcribed; of the inchamters,. and 
t | other curious matters relating to the place aft 
; mentioned. Of the baſe diſpoſition of the people of” 


. Cuſchar; of the great deſart Lop, and the ciiy 


„ the ſame name; religious ceremonies of the inha- 
_ tutants of Sachion in the kingdom. of Tanquet; 3. 
. of the praſtilution of the women of Camul, and 
their hoſpitable reception of ftrangers ; 95 me cuſtems 
peculiar to the people of Campion. Of the palace 
and other rarities belonging to Cublai- Khan. That 
monarch deſcribed-;: a ſtery of bim; a deſcription: 
755 the great city of Canibalu 3. of the manner of cc 
brating the. fir/t day of the year, and the anniver-- 


3 ſary of the khan's birth among the Tartars. O 
N that manarch's prudence, power 2 revenues, 70 
%% 


The people o Cathay, and their religious aorfl56,. 
Even an c account 9 3; 2 F the bridee and manu- 
A. 5; | | fadtures: 


An account of the-work ; excuſes for its defefts ;. Ni- | 
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ww factures of Gowza; the province of T hebet de- 
_ - /cribed; of the method of defending caravans from 
1 the attacks of wild beaſts; of the common uſe of | 
- Women, and other flrange ceremonies of the people of 
that province; of many countries wherein gold is | 
found in plenty ; of prodigicus ſerpents ; manner of | 
treating the fick; of the trade of Bengal; of the 
policy of the Tartarians in battle, ks 


CHAP, IV. - 
We kingdom of Mangi, now called China, deſcribed; 
e the peaceable diſpoſition-of the king and people; of 
'- the conqueſt of China, by the great khan of Tar- 
tary, in the 13th century; of certain warlike en- 
gines, invented by the Polos ; the make, number, 
and ſtrengib of the great khan's fleet; of a city one 
hundred miles in circumference ; of its riches and 
regular government; fine buildings, and plenty of 
wizzards; alſa of the religious rites of the in- 
habitants; of the palace, gardens, and pleaſures of | 
5 the good king Fanfur; of the prodigious populo- 
8 ſity and wealth of the kingdom; of a certain cu- 
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rious earth 100 


Of Japan ; a fruitleſs attempt made by the khan to 
conquer that iſland. The cruelty of his generals pu- 
. niſhed ; of the country of Ziamban. The i/lands of 
Java; FA the men eaters inhabiting the laſt men- 
tioned iſland; the elephant and unicorn deſcribed ; 
of iran word ; F the great riches of the iſland of | 
Ceylon; ſurprizing ruby in poſſeſſion of the king of 
Ceylon; à deſcription of Malabar ;z rites obſerved 
5 F : 1 008 
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at the interment of the king of that country ; of the 
climate, conſtitution, and manners of the people; of 
Coulam, Guzuratte, Magaſter, and India Mi- 


nor; of the kingdom of Abaſcia in India Minor; 
of the land of obſcurity. The concliſion. 112 
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The Travels of A. G. BusBequrvs, 
f who went into Turkey as Ambaſſador 
from the Imperial Court, to SoLY- 

- MAN the Magnificent, giving an ac- 
curate Account of the Religion, Laws, 
Manners, Wealth, and Policy of that 
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extenſive Empire. | 
| | = 
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The occaſion of this embaſſy ; Buſbequius ſets out from 
E Vienna; his route thre Hungary; the Turkiſh 
- dreſs deſcribed ; rude behaviour of the baſba of 
Buda; of the Tanizaries ; the Turks refirifed 
em drinking wine ; behaviour of one who choſe to 
tranſgreſi this ordinance; of the ruined late © 


| Hungary; the indolence of the Turks; the fune- 
T: rals and marriages of the people of Servia ; of the 
2 accommodations for travellers all thro? the Turkiſh 


dominions; the manner in which Buſbequius tra- 

velled; of the people of Bulgaria, and the ſinery 
their women; of ity avarice of the Turks; their 
veneration for ſcraps of paper; Conſtantinople and 


its precindts deſcribed, 125 
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tion; of the ignorance of the people inhabiting the | 
© banks of ithe river Halys; of the abſurd and ridi- i 
culous tenets of the monks of Theme Thioi ; Buſ- 
hequius hs an audience of Solyman the Magnifi- 
cent; his court deſcribed; an account of a grand 
entertainment made by Hali Baſha for the Perſian Þ 
- ambaſſador ; Buſbequius returns to Vienna, charg- © 
ed | with-a. commiſſun from the Turkiſh caurt ; his 
-retinue; attacked. by the plague ; how cured; of the ® 
vaſt fertility of Servia and Hungary ; character 
3 the arts 3, @ narrow L. From robbers. 
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The ambaſſa dor continues his: j journey 2 Am aſia; ; the 4 
gackall deſeribed.. Of the Turkiſh averſion to ta- 
tues; of the hyena ; urkiſh opinion of a reſurrec- 
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BuGequins returns to Conſtantinople; ; his colleagues | a 
are permitted to return home; the peace advances 

but ſitoly; of Buſbequius's Hude at Conſtantino- 
Ele; his ways of diverting himſelf; two fories ef 

4 weazel,; one of a ſerpent ; f a ſhe lynx in love} 

evith a ſervant ; 3 great aſfection of a crane 1 42 
Spaniſh ſldier; of the tenderneſs which the Turks 
bave for animal; the vaſt uſefulneſs of the camel; 
 Yory of Mahomet the impaſtor, and a cat; of thel 
Turkiſh beggars, or rather pilgrims ; the value f | 
their ſlaves; of their women, bath wives and con- 
cubines; an old woman falls in love with a young 
Virgin; haw puniſhed ; 3. comical miſtake of a hagi at 
a feaſt... 5 . 153 
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CONTENTS. 


Lis ling of Gholas arrives at Conſtantinople; the © 
£ - ſuppoſed occaſion of his coming 3 of the cuſtoms and "3 


. manners of his ſubjefts ; the Turks diffident of the 
5 veracity of chriſtian ambaſſadors; and why ; A 
— their exerciſes; ſurly behavicur of a Chiau, who 
go | guarded the ambaſjador's houſe; bat revenge; . 
C | Solyman /zts aut for Aſia; à deſcription .of his 


2 1 _ . paſſing through the treats of Conſtantinople; they 


a ; he diſcipline and regularity of the, ſollliers; .of the 
57 Fa of the Turkiſh as; of: their puniſhments ; 
e \inſolence if the Fanizaries ; how: they cele- 
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The Tuiks obtain a ſignal victory over the Chriſtians ; 
y Priſoners brought to Conſtantinople ; Turk- 

iſh opinion of the impartiality of divine juſtice x 

a character of Hali ; 'Bufbequius permitted to re- 
me to the ifland of Principo, to un the peſti- 
lente; an account of the people of the Tauric Che- 
roneſe; a ſpecimen of their language; "alſo of the 

= Famous land of Cathay; and a character of its in- 
= -abitants ; of flights performed by a Furkiſni pil- 
rim; one of Buſbequius's ſervants faffers for at- 

_ tempting to imitate him; a diute between ttus o | 
the ambaſſadors ſervanis and a cadi, ended in the 
diſgrace of the latter; ſome priſoners releaſed at the 

requeſt of Buſbequius; he returns home arcompani- 
ed by a Turkiſh envoy; a peace concluded upon and 
ratified. 9 55 ee 
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Adventures of Capt. Joun SMYTH. 
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able Mr. Bertie's ſervice ; quits it ; ill uſed by his 


Kills three Turkiſh champions in combat. 
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_ Of captain Smith's birth; he embarks in the honour- 
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- guardians; turns ſoldier; is ſbipture ted; leads a 
ſelitary life in the woods of Lincolnſhire ; goes a- 
broad; is robbed; flung overboard; ſaves Limſelf A 
on the iſland of St. Mary; is talen up by a captain 
of a ſhip from St. Malo; affi/is him in taking a 
great prize; goes aſhore very rich; travels to Rome, | 

and ſeveral other paris; ſerves againſt the Turks 
in 3 3 manifeſts great inginuity in war; 
197 


a ſlave to Conſtantinople ; bis miſtreſi falls in love | 

. with bim; ſends him to her brother in Tartary; | 
Be is uſed very ill; be kills the barbarian, and . 
capes with imminent danger into Ruſſia. Some 
account of the Tartars ; he arrives at the province | 

e Tranſilvania, paſſes through Germany, &c. 
- comes to Gibraltar; embarks en board a French 
man of war; Morocco deſcribed; ſome curious | 
anecdotes relating to Mr. Archer, an Engliſh mer- | 
chant, ſettled here. A deſcription of Congo and | 
Angola; he engages and defeats two Spaniſh foie | 
208 
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I Cape; Smith ſails for England; embarks for Virgi- 
= nia; his vaſt ſervices in that infant colony ; is taken 
priſoner by the Indians; their tricks of conjuration 


_ and art magic; in danger »f his life ; but ſaved by 
98 | | Wy . . | 

1 the king's daughter ; is ſet at liberty; nat excuſable 
in his ſubſequent conduct; imprudence of the plant=, 
1 ers very injurious to the common good ; their errors 

8 f retrieued by bis condud?, 4 — 223 
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Of the perfidy of the Indians, their repeated attempts 
upon the liberty of captain Smith gallantiy defeated; - 
their abject ſubmiſſion; evident treachery. Of ſeme 
Dutchmen in the Engliſh /ervice ; Smith is in 
danger of being drowned by an Indian king of pro- 
digious flrength, whom he makes priſoner ; he is 
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Friend. _ him off to England; miſerable fate of 
{- | the colony at his departure; farther account 0 
king Powhaton's daughter ; treachery of the Dutch, 
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avis, . * Order of Friars Ade 
through Tartary, China, and many 
Fa a us” EAST. | 


| fs c HA P. F. . 
ſhort account of the author ; and the occaſion of his 
journey. His arrival at Soldaia ; of the buildings, 
manner of trave'ling, carouſals, cuſtoms, and reli- 
gien of the Tartars; of their burials; aur author's 
proceedings at the court of Zagatai. He arrives at 


the court of Sartach. | 
Land out of the hands of the e 
whoſe doctrine and arms had hitherto tri - 
Wmphed over all oppoſition ; that monarch, who 
as afterwards canonzed, embarked at Marſeilles, 
or Cyprus, about the middle of the 13th century. 
and whilſt, in that iſland, he was r the 
B beſt 


N purſuance of a vow Which Leuis IX. pad 
made, to endeavour the recovery of the Holy 
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2 THE TRAVELS OF 


execution, he received an embaſly from Sartach 


— 42494 


2 8 


beſt meaſures poſſible for carrying his vow into i 


one of the *khans of Tartary; ſetting forth, that 4 4 
he, having lately embraced the chridien reli- 
gion, was willing to aſſiſt the deſigns of the king 2 
of France againſt the infidels, by attacking them 4 y 
in ſuch of their poſſeſſiens as lay moſt contiguous? * 
to his dominions, for which good purpoſe he of. 3 
fered his ſervice, and craved alliance. A 


a prince of great abilities, and well read in men =o 
as well as things, appointed William de Rubruquis| | 1 
to be his ambaſſador to this great khan ; and to en- 
ter into ſuch a treaty with him, as might beſt pro- 
mote the glorious cauſe wherein he was now em- 
barked, There was no man fitter than Rubruquis cl . 
for ſo important a truſt; his op, was indiſpu- oy roc 
table; his piety unaffected; ; his pro biry well eſta- 
bliſhed ; ; and the ſtrength of his capacity had been 


often tried and confirmed: theſe virtues he ſuffici- 


4 
ently diſplayed in the courſe of his negotiation ; bi 
he was exact in his obſervations upon the manners, 
laws, cuſtoms, government, &c. of the people i 
among whom he travelled ; and in his relations he 
was ſincere. Though a monk, he was far from be. 
ing credulous, and many circumſtances recounted 
by him, that were for ſome time after regarded as 
doubifal or the effects of invention, have been 
by modern diſcoverers confirmed to be truths. bil 
The relation from which we make the following 
extract was penned by himſelf, and addreſſed tof 
the monarch by whom he was employed. The 


* Khan is the name by which the Tartars diſtinguiſh their 
princes, even at this day; the word in its moſt immediate 
ſenſe ſignifies a diviner, or rather, a man. ſk1}Hled in the moſt 1 
ſublime ſciences ; and princes were called thus, as being ſup - 

poſed Ws. endowed with faculties e to the reſt off 
monk . 


| reach] 


WILLIAM DE RUBRUQUIS. 3 
of ateſt obſcurity with which it was covered was 


at 1 Tae genen places by names that have been 
1- Woſcd in the courſe of time; but this difficulty 
12 have removed as much as in us lay, by finding 
m It and reedb to them their modern ee | 
us ns. i 


Nubruquis having r esd hie eredendids and in- 
Muctions, embarked on the Pontic, otherwiſe call- 
= the Black-Sea, Ma 
the ſame month he arrived at Soldaia, a city 


lis Eng in the moſt ſouthern part of Gazaria or Crim ' 
a- Mertary, and in the dominions of Baatu, another 
0- Verkul prince of Tartary. His quality having 


Men made known to the vice-governors of the 
. for the chief governors were abſent, they 
0 4 ed him with great reſpect and affability; 82 * 
0 t him two carts, beſides four which he had 
Wſcd, to carry bis laggage ; with theſe he pue-" 
Ed his journey along the ſea-ſhore to Tanais; 


| ; Wing by ſeveral ' high: promontories, and forty 

'S, 5 in each of which, they ſpoke almoſt a dit. 
le ent language, and among their garriſons were 
he e Goths, who had a ſmattering of Dutch; theſe: 
e- ¶cincts, and a neighbouring plain hat ſtretches out 
. aſt way to the northward, were formerly inhabit- 


by the Comanians, who being conquered by the 
en Wrtars, were driven to the borders of the ſea, Where 
15. ng deſtitute of ſubſiſtence, numbers of them 
ng id through famine, and the ſurvivors fed upon 
to bodies of their deceaſed brethren. _ 
he n the borders of this province are pits that 
ply Ruſſia and other countries with falt; the 


eir enues whereof are divided between Baatu and 


a6 ach; and are very conſiderable, a cartload be- 
ö 
up- rated at two webs of cotton. The Tar- 


of, in whoſe domifiions our traveller found 


elf the third day of his departure from Sol- 


eſt] B 2 dalia, 


1 


+ TE TRAVELS. OF. = 
_ daia, commands all Scythia, and an immenſe tratt 
of land, that extends from the banks of the Danube 
far to the eaſtward : the natives have no ſettled ha- 
bitations, but remove to colder or warmer climates, 
as the ſeaſons change: they are rich in horſes and 
oxen, and march in clans, each under the direction 
of a particular captain, who regulates their proceed- 
ings, and appoints their paſturage. They remove 
their houſes from place to place upon carts, the 
axle-trees whereof are of an huge bigneſs ; our 
traveller has feen twenty-two oxen, two in a row, 
made ule of to draw one cart, the driver of which 
ſtood within the door of the houſe ; the diameter 
whereof was thirty feet- Theſe houſes are round, 
neatly compacted, and formed of wicker, the tops 
of them are ſlanting, covered with either black or 
White felt, over which is often laid a cement of i 
white earth, or powdered bones that ſhine at a 
diſtance ; and from the center riſes a neck like a 
chimney : this roof, and the door of the houſe, 
is ſometimes painted with lively repreſentations of 
vines, beaſts, birds, &c. They ſecure their richeſt} 
furniture and treaſure in ſquare twig baſkets, co- 
vered with black felt, adorned with painting or Mq 
white feathers, and coated with ſheep's milk or Mu 
tallow, to prevent the water from ſoaking in. The. 
carts whereon theſe cheſts which are carried, are ge- 
nerally drawn by camels, and ſeldom or never un- 
laded. A wealthy Tartar, may, perhaps, have 
150 or 200 of theſe cheſts in his train; and as 
the country is quite a flat, 20 or 3o of them, 
ſlightly faſtened to one another, may be guided by 
a wench; for the camels ſcarcely go a faſter pace 
than oxen. 8 1 5 
When they make a halt, theſe cheſts are placed 
in order round the houſe, which being diſmount- 
ed, the door of it is placed to the ſouth; the bed 
BOL | 8 (4) 
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1 WILLIAM DE RUBRU GUIs. - 
pf the maſter lies at the north-end, and he takes 
he right-hand of the woman; over his head there 
Js an image of felt, fixed to the wall, which is 
Kalled his brother; and over her head, one called 
er brother: in one corner of the chamber, is a 
Wittle lean idol, called the guardian of the houſe; 
n the right-hand of the door, ſtands an idol hold- 
ng a mare's udder, to protect thoſe who milk the 
mares; and on the left, another with a cow's ud- 
der, which is ſaid to be guardian to the women 
ho milk the cows. At her bed's feet, the miſ- 
reſs of the houſe places a kid's-ſkin ſtuffed with 
wool, and a little image looking to the eaſtward. 
he Tartars are allowed plurality of wives; Baatu, 
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d, hoſe name we have mentioned above, had not 
ds Beſs than ſixteen wives, each of whom had her 
Dr 


Particular houſe, divided into various apartments, 
und 200 carts belonging to it; ſhe, with whom he 
as ſlept at night is his miſtreſs and companion dur- 
ng the following day; her houſe is the rendezvous 


c, pf all the reſt; and ſuch preſents as are then made, 
ol Wre put up in her cheſt. 
eſt Previous to all their merry-makings, an obla- 
o- 


ion, by ſprinkling, is made to every domeſtic 
or Adol; and a ſervant carrying a cup of liquor with- 
or put doors, with bended knee thrice pours out 


be ome towards the ſouth, in honour of tlie fire; 
ge- Howards the eaſt, in honour of the air; towards the 


veſt, in honour of the water; and towards the 
north, in honour of the dead. The maſter of the 


as Wouſe never drinks: till he has ſpilt ſome upon the 
m, oor ; or, if on horſeback, upon his horſe's mane 
byWpr neck. In each houſe there ſtands a cup of 
ace 


nilk, or of ſome other liquor, upon a bench, for 
very comer, and him whom they invite particu- 
arly to partake thereof, they lug by the ears to- 


int. vards it to ſtretch his throat, dancing before him, 
bed nd clapping their hands. At a ſolemn merry- 
0 | | | 
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8 THE TRAVELS QF 


receive it, they nimbly avoid him; and having re 


round him, as long as he holds it to his mouth 


and the princes and great men receive it from " 


which in our author's opinion, is wholſome and 


they eat it: nor does it corrupt, although no mor 


making, when they have a mind to manifeſt fl j 
any perſon great reſpect, three of them approach 4 ? 
him ſmging, he in We middle holding a cup, wit! 
which, when the gueſt ſtretches out his hand t 
Peated this ceremony three times, they put the cuz 
into his hands, dancing, ſtamping, and ſinging 


Beſides mares-milk, which they cauſe to fermen i 
before they drink, by beating it up in a 0 4 
whence it acquires an intoxicating quality, the 
have ſeveral forts of wine, which they — 1 
from people with whom they deal; and a pleaſan 
extracted from rice and Boney. Every houſd 


is furniſhed with a mufician, whoſe indrument q 


are different from thoſe uſed among civilized nat 
ons; and theſe ſtrike up always when the maſte 
of the houfe drinks, and ſtop 3 he has dor 1 
being directed by one of his fervants crying 52. 
Coſtnos, or mare's milk, is their principal diet 


lower claſs of people by way of tribute; the lee 
of it that remain at bottom, after it has deen we ; 
beaten, are given to the ſervants, and provokey 
drowlinels ; the maſters reſerve the clear whey 


welk-taſted, for theit own palates. When any oli 
their beaſts happen to die, whether by fickneſ 
age, or accident, it matters not, they cut the fle : | 
into ſlices, and drying it in the wind, preſerve 
it till winter, when 1 becomes ſcarce, and theil 


care is taken to ſalt it, than of their butter, whicli 

they preſetve in ram's ſkins, having firſt boiled \F 
to oil, and laid it by to cool. Having alfo boil 
their butter-milk to a curd, .they dry 1 in the la 
till it becomes quite hard, then Iay i it up in fatch 
els, — it out as they w want it, and mixing || 


WILLIAM DE RUBRUQUIS. 7 
"*$Þ with hot water; (for it is a rule with them ne- 
1 er to drink fair water) this liquor is extremely 
XZ The fleſh of one ram, according to their mode 
F dreſbag it, will ferre fixty or eighty people; 
uf or having minced it very ſmall, they mix it up in 
ing large bowl with falt and water, knowing no better 
b guce, and pick the morfels out with a little fork; 
a gueſt chances to be helped to more than he 
asg eat, he muſt not ſhare it with any other per- 
a, for that would be deemed an affront, bur 
ale auſt either put it up in his fatchel along with the 
an ones, which he generally keeps therein, to pick 
his leiſure, or give it in care to his boy. The 
Freat men have ſetled farms in the ſouth, and re- 
eie their rent in meal, millet, and rice; theſe the 
ſte poorer ſort purchaſe, by en e for them the 
dne ins of rams, and af other beaſts; and they are 
erced to be fatisfiet with drinking thick muddy 
Water ; which is, however, no great hardſhip up- 
> them, as they are always accuſtomed to it. 
he Tartars feed upon alt kinds of animals pro- 
iſcuouſly, except mice and rats; they have a fe. 
ares, plenty of roes, black and white rabbits, 
ey nd a little creature which they call fagur, twenty or 
Wirty of which ſleep together in caves, during one 
y e alf the year; of theſe, which are fat and well 
Waſted, they are very fond. Here are many wild aſſes, 
ad a ſpecies of - beaſts not unlike the ram, with 
erveavy crooked horns, of which they make drink- 
pg cups. They are excellent at hunting and 
king, having very fine falcons. They go out 
ich large companies to chace wild beaſts, which | 
Will _ arrows, when they have encloſed them in 
ile to . FE YR 0219 9381 
They are ſumptuous in their apparel, in the 
mmer ſeaſon wearing the fineſt filks, cottons, 
ad cloth of gold, that Perſia and the Eaſt can af- 
B 4 ford; 
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ford; and Ruſſia, and the northern regions farnict | = 
them with ſuperfine furs, and the coſtlieft cloathing 8 
for the winter. The garments of the women dif- 
fer very little from thoſe of the men, who ſhave 
almoſt the whole head, leaving, however, one lock 
of hair on the forehead, and one near each tem- 
ple, braided and knotted. A woman, the day after 
ſhe is married, ſhaves from the middle of be head 
down to her forehead, and wears a wide garment 
open before, and girt under the right fide: on her i 
head ſhe bas a ſolid circular covering, whence, iſ 
_ riſes to the height of two feet, a {quare ſpire co- 
ered with ſilk, and crowned with a bunch of 1" 
quills or lender canes, ornamented with peacocks 
feathers, mallard's tails, and precious jewels. This .ñ 
head-dreſs.is named Botta; it is made of the rind 
of a tree, or ſome ſuch ſubſtance, and faſtened 
with a firing under the chin. The women are 
generally fat, with little flat noſes, and faces all 
daubed with greaſe. Child- bearing never confines 
them to their beds. Their employments are driv- 
ing the carts, ſettling the houſes, making cloaths, 
drefling ſkins, milking the cows, making felt out of 
coarſe wool, covering thei cupola ' therewith, and 
cooking. They never waſh' any kind of apparel, 1 
looking upon it as impious, and are prodigiouſſy 
afraid of thunder, from the ' noiſe whereof they 
cover themſelves up in black felt. The buſinel : 
of the men, is, to make bows, arrows, bridles, 
ſaddles, bags, and to milk mares, build houſes, ; 
conſtruct carts, - and ſuch other matters as are in- 
ſame fort laborious. They purchaſe their wives 
from their parents, ſeldom conſulting mutual affec-t 
tion. While the bargain is making, it is uſual for 
the damſel to fly to ſome neighbour's houſe, whence 
the · purchaſer takes her by force, and carries her 
home. When the father dies, the ſon cohabits| 
with all his father” 8 — 1. he likes it, his 2 
| | ther 


a. 0 we i; "=P 


* B08 


the fact, or confeſs it; to force him to the latter, 
if accuſed, they ſcruple not putting him to the ſe- 
vereſt torture. When two men fight, nobody dares: 
to part them, under penalty of death; and he who. 
is worſted appeals for protection to his lord; after 
which no perſon muſt moleſt, injure, or upbraid 
him. Stealing a ram is deemed only a venial of- 
=X fence, and puniſhed with 100 cruel ſtrokes dealt 
by the hand of the public executioner, who re- 
ceives Io new rods in court, for that purpoſe, at 

the ſame time that the malefactor is ſentenced. 
Z Thoſe who mourn over the dead, which they 
do in a moſt. barbarous and diſſonant manner, are 
remitted one whole year's tax, during which ſpace, 
they muſt not enter the court of Mangu-Khan : if 
the deceaſed be a child, the mourning is only limit- 
ed to a month. Wherever they inter any of their 
nobility, a mean family is left to preſerve the ſepulchre 
from being injured, although it is not known that 
they bury any treaſure with them. When any one of 
the race of Zingis their firſt lord dies, he is bu- 
ried with ſuch privacy, that the place of inter-- 
ment is known to none, but thoſe who attend the 
corple. The Comanians ere& ſtately tombs, with: 
pyramids of brick and ſtone over their dead; and 
ſometimes ſpread horſcſkins-againſt, the four winds 
to their honour; leaving near the graves mares 
milk, and fleſh, leſt he ſhould, be dry or hungry; 
and theſe cuſtoms are kept up among ſome of 
theſe people who called themſelves chriſtians. When. 
| BJ N any. 


, 
e 


ſhould bring with him a witch or evil ſpirit. 


biſcuits, and the beſt Muſkadel wine. Here, for 


4 } 


her a moſt horrid aſpect. He divided the preſents 


10 THE TRAVELS OF _ 1 
any perſon lies ſick, a guard is ſet round the houſe 
to preyent any ſtranger from entering, for fear hae 


- Rubruquis deſcribes them as curious, impudent 
and inſatiable beggars; ſtill crying out, Do, re- 
£ peat your donation ; remember a man enters not 
n 2 houſe with one foot only. However, he foiled 
the inquiſitiveneſs and cravings of the firſt clan he 8 
met with by equivocation and reſerve ; otherwiſe, 
he could not well have preſerved the proviſions 38 
Which he carried for himſelf and people; nor the 
preſents that. he had for Sartach ; among which 
laſt, were many excellent conſerves, ſuperfine white 


8 


3 


Is 


the firſt time, our traveller drank coſmos, or mare's 
milk, the effect of which, was a plentiful per{pi- 
ration all over his body. The day after he had 
left this wandering colony, he came up with the 

train of Zagatai, a great lord, nearly allied to | 
Baatu, for whom he had letters from the emperor 
of Conſtantinople, which were ſent to Soldaia to 
be interpreted ; no body in this nobleman's train 
underſtanding Greek, the language in which they 
were written; and till the return of his meſſen- 
ger, he detained Rubruquis and his attendants, 
which were not more than four or five Peoples in 

his camp. Rubruquis, on his firſt introduction to 
Zagatai, found him with a muſical inſtrument in 
his hand, ſitting on a bed or couch by his wife, 
who, to appear the more beautiful, had pared her 
noſe almoſt flat to her face; colouring the ſcar, as 
well as her eyes, with black ointment, which gave 
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of Rubruquis among his people: they conſiſted of 

a flaggon of wine, a baſket of biſcuit, and a ſal- 

ver of apples; and then enquired into the contents 

of the letters ſent by the king of France to Sar- 

.tach ; to which Rubruquis replied, they comes : 
| wor 


S WILLIAM DE RUBRUQUIS. 21 
words relative to the chriſtian falth. Zagatai then 
& deſired to know what the chriſtian faith was, which 
requeſt Rubruquis ſatisfied, by-expaunding to bim 
the creed, with the help of his interpreter : but 
2X this had but little effect upon the Tartar, who 
XZ ſhook his head, as if diſbelieving, or elſe doubr- 
ing the meaning of it. Here our traveller met with 
many chriſtians, who knew nothing of the. reli- 
gion which they pretended to profeſs, but the 
name of Chriſt ; and theſe he inſtructed in the 

# beſt manner he could. They were ignorant of the 
value of gold and filver, which they rubbed with 
# their fingers and ſmelt to. * REES 

A mahometan, who ovgrheard the myſteries of 
X cbriſtiagity explained, ſeemed convinced of the 
woch, and offered himſelf to be baptized z but 
2X when the water was preparing for the ceremony, 
de mounted his horſe, and departed ſuddenly tp 
cConſult his wife; whe told him, the chriſtians 
were forbid the uſe of mare's milk; which inhi- 
x dition, expelled all his thoughts of baptiſm; nor 
could the good father's beſt arguments convince 
him that chriſtianity included no ſuch law. It is 
a2 doctrine broached, it ſeems, by the Ruſſians, 
whereby multitades of people are hindered from 

profeſſing the truth. Sour cow's milk Was the 
Xx only food allowed by Zagatai to Rubruquis during 
his ſtay among his people; and had it not been 
for the biſcuits which he carried with him from 
Conſtantinople, he had been certainly ſtarved z for 
even the water was ſo bad, there was ſcarce a 
7 2 of ſwallowing it, tho” in caſe of extreme 
thirſt. 5 6 e 
LZagatai's meſſenger at length returning, with an 
interpretation of the emperor of Conſtantinople's 
letter, he permitted the friar and his people to 

proceed on their journey to the reſidence of Sar- 

tach; giving them, at their departure, a goat, 
95 B 6 ſome 
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PER cow's milk in bladders, a. ſmall ſhare of *cof- 
mos, and a man to conduct them to the next hs F 
This guide, who Was à bold thief, led them firſt i 
by a northward courſe, Where they found 
2 appeared to be all lepers, who ſupp 


6 


eople 
lied them 
with coſmos, many bladders of cow's mk, eight 


fruits and ſome 
en and. 
When they found another ſtage, at which. tliey 
reſted; they turned off to the eaſtward, paſſing 
through a huge plain of good paſture land, where- 
on during a journey of twenty days, neither ſtick, 
None, nor hill, was ſeen to impede the proſpett. 
they beheld” the ſea ſometimes on the right, and 
:often met with caravans of Tartars, who impor- 
tuned them much for victuals, which they could 
not well ſpare, their ſtock. conſuming apace. At 
firſt, ' Rubruquis tried to explain to them the prin- 
ciples' of the chriſtian religion, but he ſoon found, 


read. Here they changed their 


_ his interpreter, who complained much of be- 


made a/ preacher, inſtead of expreſſing what 
. dictated, delivered whatever nonſenſe came 
into his head; which obſtinacy and folly com- 
pelled him at length to deſiſt from his Pant in- 
tentions. 


After a journey of conſiderable length and fa- 


xigoe, they arrived on the banks of the river Ta- 


nais, over which they were ferried by a company 
of Ruſſians, ſettled here to aſſiſt paſſengers, by 
command of Sartach and Baatu. Here they were 


feaſted upon freſh turbot, rye-bread, and dry fiſn; 


but were reduced to great difficulty, on account 
of their guide's having ignorantly ſent back their 
horſes and oxen, imagining that freſh cattle were to 
be ſupplied at this ſtage ; the contrary of which 
expectation was not diſcovered, till it was too late 
to remedy the miſtake. However, the Ruſſians 
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kindly 


boxen, and one Sea in return for a buſhel of 


guide, and after a courſe of ten days, 
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WF lesgage, upon their declaring, ' that they un- 

took this journey purely for the ſake of chriſti- 
a travel three days before they came to another 
ge, the ſight of which rejoiced them exceeding- 


WWficient both for them and their baggage; and 
length arrived at the habitation of Sartach, on 
Fo ö F * . 4 1 W . : bs + * ww, * + T \ 
Wc 2d of Auguſt. .... SORTS FSe INT 


lar manſion, and above 200 cheſts belonging to 
er; ſo that his court took up à very ſpacious lot 


* 


Wrmenian prieſts; who underſtood the languages 


om Cyprus; who, beſides the languages already 
Wentioned, was maſter of the Syriac ;. 10 
ing of France's letters were eaſily interpreted to 


5 WILLIAM DE RUB RUQUIS. 13 
dly furniſhed them with oxen and men to carry 


== Here they were refreſhed with horſes and ox en 


3 Sartach had ſix wives, and his ſon that accom- 
nied him three; each of whom had her parti- 
| « f ground. Among his attendants were ſeveral 
Turkey and Arabia, and a knight templar. laſt 
o- that the 


| artach, and feemed to give him great ſatisfaction; 
did alfo the appearance of the prieſts. in their 
> Montificals, for there was another friar beſides Ru- 


uquis. When they were introduced to Sartach, 
ho ſeemed to know little or nothing of chriſtian- 
ty, they carried with them a cenſor, an open bible, 


reſhold: without touching it, in complaiſance toi 
ſuperſtitious injunction. Soon after this inter- 


e court of Baatu, father to Sartach, in order to 
dviſe with him concerning ſome difficulties that 
ccurred in the letters of king Lewis; and one of 
artach's chief officers called Coiat, having order- 
d them to leave behind them two of their carts, 
nder pretence that Sartach was deſifous of exa- 
lining more particularly ſeveral things which they 
con- 


nd a croſs. As they approached him they ſung. 
e Salve regina, and took care to ſtep over the 


iew, they were ordered to prepare to ſet; out for 


ED 


. 8 # ts 8 — ** 1 „ = 
4 ff ade” 4 ' 7 TIT 1 . E ME © . L - — 4s —— — 
N — 2 _ & 192 AREA 4 - 4 " : ** y 
n _ LOI = IN LIES 8 ah. Bay , 8 AD — W 4 
* Sie ab $6 4 —_—— ol F 2 wc 4 —— — — 
4 PE 8 > — — — 
2 2 TOI — os — 


. TL 


— ——— —— — 
—— — — 


A. 


— INES Ye NE 
S,* OE - 
„ eee 


—— — —ꝛ— —u—u——[— — 8 


"ar 


2 r 
Z . .”—᷑— mr 
——— 


* 
3 D 
„ * 4 


Choſe to leave all their carriages behind them, with q | 


— 
* 4 ' c"— 
ths » 2 3 
Ke — << — ibs EST 3 "E's - of Fs i — * . 
n „ .: * | 8 2 — — Ü— 5 u 2 - — = . 
— os | S202 mot - — 2 — > 2 —.— — . ̃ K 3 
e l oy *** — * = 2 RE » *\ 4 — I 8 —— —̃ —»—-„—-— = yan,” te oe - — ” >ST2 LS 37 hn r 
— it CO TRE Ty - — "wr 8 . —.— l \ 5 2 2 3 Won * — = 4 r CER 
. El * IT + wean 4 a gy * . 2 r wo 22 _— $ oY can SH PSs, By. 7 i —_ . - „ 
= — ” In. 4 49 bp r = INES —- D a < - j4 — £2.95 4. 3 you. nn FRI ” My _ — 
— : 8 — — — 3 2 i — | — 1 —— — EY 
— * — - . * — p b 4" ** * - — 


demiſe of one of the princes thereof, known by 
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Preſter John, which he confounded with Tujan, khan of the 
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contained, rather than ſubmit to have their bag. 3 
gage divided, in conſequence of which, they had 
good reaſon to fear ſome avaritious fraud, they 


every thing that they had brought, except a bible, 
and two or three valuable books : this they thought ; 
the moſt effectual meaſure to keep their things from | 9 
being embezzled, 1 2 
151 is remarkable, that though theſe people would A 
fain be thought followers of Chriſt, they chuſe to A 
be named Moals or Mogols, rather than Chriſtians, 3 
eſteeming it, perhaps, ſome national. diſtinction, I 
and. preferring thereto their own antient W 
nation. | 


CHAP. II. 


The furgrizing riſe of Zingis, the firſt 1 of ll > 
Tartu, from 1 the degree of a farrier to the rank © 1 £ d 


81 ſoverrign Prince. Of the reception Rubruquizſl - 4 


met with from Baatu, he ſets out e Fei 
 Manga-Khan 1 of the hardſhips he ſuſtained en 
tb road; and the various ſtrange rations through 


bie he paſſed. Of his reception by Mangull 
Khan. of a French geldſi _ ſettled in mY 1 


_ 


\HEY. croſſed the Wolga in a 105 and af- ; 
: terwards traverſed Cara-Cathay, and the 
*— of Preſter- John, who was a Neſtorian prieſt, 
that aſcended the throne of this country, on the 


the name of Kon-khan; of this Preſter- John, i. e. 
John the Prieſt, many ſtories are related that 
have no foundation in truth * 22 25 this pro- 

vince, 


Our author miſtook with reſpect to the perſonage off 


mand who was killed by Zingis ; 0 was Jed into this 
error 


— 
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1 ce, they paſſed through the country of the 


es, the inhabitants whereof were very poor, 
: d intirely given up to divination ; and they then 


+ WWatered the antient land of the Tartars. 
There lived formerly a farrier hereabouts named 
u ingis f, who made a practice of ſtealing his 
Fror by the likeneſs of the names Tujan and John. In fact, 
Pieſter John, or John the Prieſt, of whom we have had fuch 
o Farious accounts, is no other than the grand lama, or high 
1 | . . 
rieſt of the Tartars, who prefides in a large, but retired 
Honaſftery, in the kingdom of Tangut ; and he no ſooner 
n, ies, than the monks, with whom he lives ſupply his place 
1- Þy one from among themſelves. The ſecret of his demiſe be- 
ag kept an inviolable ſecret, the Tartars are firmly perfuad- 
ed that he is immortal; his eceleſiaſtical power is very great, 
though bis temporalities are but few, It was the notion of 
1 dr ma's being immortal, that led the Tartars to enquire, 
„herber the pope was not goo years old ; for underſtanding 


, A ally inferred he was ſome ſuch pertohn as their own lama 
15 Wand they were more fully perſuaded of the truth of this no- 
to eien, from hearin the chriſtian clergy talk much of the 


Perpetuity of the church. 


%* 
FP 
* 


"i | + Rubruquis is not the only perſon, who has repreſented 
J Eingis as a farrier ; the miftake aroſe from the meaning bf 


11 the word Zingis, which ſignifies the glittering of ſteeb; 
however, it was taken by the Tartars in an honourable ſenſe, 
and uſed for Moſt illuſtrious ; thus the true explanation of 
EZingis-KThan, is moſt illuſtrious prince. The real ſtory of 


Zingis appears to be this: In a vaſt plain near Caracarum. 
i- abounding with good paſturage and excellent water, there 
he dwelt many companies of Tartars, who had neither:towns, 
ſt, cities, nor any fixed habitation; but, nevertheleſs, were tri- 
del butary to a certain neighbouring monarch, ſuppoſed by ſome 

to be Preſter John; who, growing fearful of their increafin 
numbers, endeavoured to divide and weaken them, by ſend- 
e. Ning them in colonies of 2 or 300 people to different parts; 
21 but they perceiving the policy of his intention, united in an- 
other place, threw off the yoke of ſubjection, and refuſed to 
10 pay their tribute, which was a tithe of all their beaſts, and 
-c, choſe from among themſelves a king, who was a man of 
o known valour, acknowledged wiſdom and rigid juſtice; 
the this was Zingis- Khan, who finding that the prudence of his 


deportment had ſecured him the affection of his electors, de- 
. termined 


* 


e was the chief lama, or high: prieſt, of the weſt, they natu- 
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bour's Ws whereby he provoked the anger of 1 ; 
the brother and ſucceſſor of Preſter- John, Who 
marched hither with a large army, and made re pri. 
ſals. Zingis, who was a cunning fellow, aſſembled 9 
his brethren, and as many of the Moals and Tar. 
tars as he could collect, who unanimouſly pitchelff 7 
upon him to be their chief, being convinced by 5 7 
arguments, that it was neceſſary to unite under one 
principal, if they choſe to repel the invader : be. 
fore this period they had lived without either 
law or government. Zingis being thus inveſted 
With power, gathered together a good body olf G4 
forces, Wherewith he marched againſt the enemy 
whom he ſurprized and vanquiſhed, taking hi 9 
daughter priſoner, to whom he married one of his 9 a! 
ſons ; from theſe was deſcended the great Mangu- 
Kkan, who reigned in the days of our traveller 
There was much peril in traverſing theſe different # 
countries; for beſides the inconveniencies ariſing} 3 
om a ſcarcity of water and want of proviſions 
the paſſengers were infeſted with. troops of bar 


3 to quit the deſarts, For this awd; having armed 
and diſciplined his people, he marched a inſt and dubduel 
many ſtrong and wealthy cities; being always careful to a 
cure his conqueſts, by placing over them governors' of un - 
blameable conduct; ſo that his power became not only well. 
eſtabliſhed, but very extenſive. | 
His facceſs emboldened him to ſend an embaſfy to dernandf | 
for him in marriage the daughter of the prince whole au- 
thority he had abjured ; but his ambaſſadors were diſmiſſed 
with petulance and contempt ;- to revenge which inſult, he 

_ - marched againſt the ſaid prince, whom he flew in battle, roui- 
ed his army, and took his daughter priſoner, Zingis-Khani 

reigned fix years aſter this victory 8 glory; and be · 
ing at length killed by a wound received in the knee, he wal 
buried in the mountains of Altai. He was ſucceeded in, 
power and dominions by Khen- Khan, whoſe ſucceſſor was 
5 Bath n-Khan ; upon whoſe demiſe Eſu-Khan was crown: 
| he! was followed by Mangu- Than, who was predeceſſor 
— Cublai. Khan that conquered China; of whom we ſhall 
BT Eng hereafter to ſpeak more largely, 


ditti, 


LY 
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_ compoſed-of Ruſſians, Tartars, Germans, ank 
oh ungarians, who robbed .and murdered al who. 


1 Il into their hands. | 
At length they reached the conrt of Bantu, which 
1 k up near four leagues of ground: the firſt day 


r thar arrival here a-Mahometan-took-them under 
ao care, who forgot to provide them with victuals. 
ne next day they had an audience of the great 
aatu, under a tent erected for that purpoſe; for 
he number of people who crouded round to view - 
Hheſe ſtrangers was incredible. He ſat upon a couch 
ll over gilt, with one of his wives by his ſide; the7 
Pere directed to do him homage by kneeling on both 
nees; and then he inquired into the reaſon of their 
hi ; |. gourney, the name and power of the king of France, and 
the occaſion of his leaving his own dominions? In 


4 ul which queſtions having reſolved him as well as 
= they could, he cauſed them to ſit, bad them be of 
u good cheer, and look up, for fixing the eyes upon 
9 the ground is here thought a mark of diſreſpect; he 
"> chen ordered thatthey ſhould be ſerved with coſmes ; ” 
a good quantity of which ſtood at the door af the 
ent, in of maſſy gold and livers richly 
_ ornamented With gems. | 
. After theſe eſpecial favours they depärwd 0 their 
n- lodging and their interpreter ſoon followed them 
ai with a meſſage, ſetting. forth, that it was the will 
„and pleaſure of Baatu, that Rubruquis and his in- 
u ¶ terpreter ſhould proceed to the reſidence f the 
ed great Khan, without whoſe leave they could not 


be permitted to ſtay in theſe territories; but that 

the reſt of his people ſhould return to the; court 

of Sartach, and there await his coming back. "Nor 

| was it without much h that the other friac 
was permitted to accompany him; but he could by 

no means obtain that favour for his clerk, who wag 

ſent to the court of * where he ſaw the Ne- 


ora 
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ftorian priefts dreſfed in the pontificals of Rubruquis 1 
and his companion father Bartholomew. - 

- Our travellers continued five weeks in the retinue 1 
of Haatu, marching upon the banks of the Wolga; 
during which time their hoſt, who was ordered to x 

provide them with neeeſſaries, feeing they had no- 

thing to beſtow upon him, neglected and almoſt | 9 1 

| ftarved them; nor knew they how to redreſs them- | 

 felves, for there was no poſſibility of complaining i 

to Baatu, and the market which followed his ca- q 

ravan-was at ſuch a diſtance from them, they knew | 4 

not how to reach it. However, they received >little | 1 
relief from certain Hungarian chriſtians and a Co- 7 
manian, who gave them coſmos, and ſometimes fleth ; 7 
they expreſſed a fondnefs for books, and it e : * 
the good fathers that they had none to beftow upon 
tem; for they had brought with them only a bible 
_ a  dreviary However, being ſapplied with pen, 

| aper, Rubruquis copied out for them the My 
alice o* t ens, and the hours of our lady. 

At the end of five weeks 2 Moal came to them, MW 

and Nac he was the _ 8 to conduct 1 
to venture upon 1 a * — journey, rather 9 
tlian go back. He told them it would be four months 

before they could reach his court; and that i in the 
way thither the cold was ſo intenſe it burſt the He 
very ſtones and trees that lay in the way; and he 
aſſured them that if they fainted or lagged upon 
the road, under the hardſhips which they Ra cer- ill 
tainly ſuffer, he would forſake them. Whereto Ru- 
bruquis anfwered, that he hoped no man could be 
guilty of ſuch injuſtice, particularly as they were 
committed to his charge, and went not 2 their 
own buſineſs, but that of their ſovereign : To theſe 
words the Moal replied, all ſhould be well; and 


. How could theſe babarous people read it ? 


* 


ram's 
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am's ſkin with the wool on, and felt ſhoes and 
"FHhoods. The day after - Holyrood they began their 
FHourney, paſſing thro' the nation of the Changles, 
to the ſouthward whereof is the Cafpian ſea, to 
»- Mthe northward the greater Bulgaria. Rubruquis 
and his companions travelled on horſeback, ſuffer- 
ing very great fatigue, as well as hunger and cold, 
g 1 having nothing in the morning but a little drink 
and ſome boiled millet : in the evening they were 
fed with ram matton and a little broth, which was 
very comforting, as they had no refreftunent all 
day; but this ſubſiſtence was often wanting, when 
they could not get fuel, or when night overtook 
them before they reached their reſpectivre tapes. 
Their fuel was either the dung of oxen and cows, 
or elſe thorn, for wood is very ſcarce every where 
XX hereabouts. - oo Bennet, eee, 
At firlt their guide treated them with great con- 
x7 tempt; but at length, won by their meekneſs and 
IF patience, he grew more gemtle in his behaviour, and 
conducted them to the houſes of fuch rich Moals 
as lay in the road, where, upon his account, they 
were well entertained, but refdſed the gold, flver, 
and garments that were often offered them; tfieir 
rejecting which prefents ſurprized thefe people the 
more, as they themſelves were always eraviug. They 
were very curious in their inquiries concerning the 
native land of our travellers, asking whether it pro- 
duced cows, oxen, and ſheep ? and whether there 
was not there a man called the great pope, who was 
2X 590 years old? Their courſe had hitherto pointed 
aaſt, but the laſt of October they'turned off to the 
ſouthward, on the 8 th of November they came in fight 
of the mountains of Caucaſus, and ſoot after en- 
tered the domibions of Mangu-Khan, whoſe ſub- 
= jects underſtanding they were the meſſengers of 

Baatu, received them with ſongs and dances. The 
| of 


Wh ws © CF WP 
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people belonging to Baatu are not ſo civil as they 

of Mangu- Khan are to ſuch ſtrangers as chance to 
come. among chen. Near theſe mountains there f 
aroſe a great river, which they croſſed, and entered ⁵⁶ 
upon a plain, which was well cultivated and wa- 


l | 1 . 8 2 4 1 | 
tered : here there was one large trading city called 


Cailac, in which they remained fifteen days waiting 
for a ſcribe belonging to Baatu, who was to ac- 


company their guide to the court of Mangu-Khan, 
in order to ſettle ſome certain affairs. ey”: o 
The country hereabouts was called Organum, it 

being reported that the natives were good organiſts: r 
they had a language and manner of writing peculiar ä6 
to themſelves. Tho' the ſign of the croſs was uſed ; 
among them, they knew nothing of Jeſus Chriſt. 
In this city were three idolatrous temples, in one 
whereof our author ſaw a. kind of altar whereon 
candles were burned, and oblations made to a 
winged figure reſembling that of St. Michael, round 
which were aranged ſeveral other little images, in 
the action of giving benedictions. In ſome parts 
of this country the principal images are gilt; 
and there., id ſaid to be one in Cathay fo. very ̃ 
large, that it may be ſeen at the diſtance of two 
days journey. The doors of their temples always ⁶ 
face the ſouth, and they turn to the northward 
when they pray, being 3 thereto by the | 
tolling of bells; hence ariſes the averſion of the 
eaſtern chriſtians to bells. On great ſolemnities their 
prieſts ſit upon benches appoſite to each other; with 
books in their hands, reading to themſelves, with- 
. out the leaſt murmur; or elle running over a ſtring 
of nutſhells, not unlike beads, and pronouncing 
words that ſignify, God, thou knoweſt: they ge- 
nerally confer together for ſome time before the 
temple in a portico, on the top whereof is fixed a 


long pole, as a guide to the devout. ir 3,9 
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Theſe ſectaries are called Jugures : they believe 
one God as a ſpirit, but are ſtrangers to the in- 


2 tar nation; and they informed Rubruquis that the 


mages which he ſaw upon their altars were not ſet 
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ere to be worſhipped, but to perpetuate the me- 


nory af ſome of their deceaſed great men, whom 
Iney reſpected. Their prieſts never marry; they live 


ogether in cloiſters, perhaps an hundred together; 
hey ſhave their heads and beards quite bare, and 


Fares in ſtrait-bodied garments of a ſaffron colour, 
having cloaks hanging from the left ſhoulder, and 
faſtened under the right arm, with paper mitres 


on their heads: they are proficients in magic, hang- 


3 


n 


1 


ex poſe theſe rites to ſtrangers. 


ing taliſmans round their temples; from them the 


artars and Moals have learned to write, begin- 


ning on the left hand of the paper, and writing 
trait down to the bottom. Strangers may be cer - 
tain of a courteous reception in this city, the in- 


abitants whereof are very hoſpitable, each accord - 


Ting to his abilities, except at the time of new moon, 
when they place all their images circularly round 
the houſe, performing certain ceremonies; into 


which when our author attempted to pry, he was 
uſed pretty roughly; for it is againſt their law to 


Ll 


The language ſpoken here is the root of the 


W Turkith and Comanian tongues. The natives are 


of a middle fize, having ſmall eyes in common with 
all the eaſtern people; there are among them in- 


genious artiſts, and people well skilled in the vir- 


tues of herbs, of good judgment in feeling the - 
| pulſe, or inſpecting urine. Children here are com- 


W monly bred in the buſineſs of their parents. There 


are many Neſtorians * intermixed with them, who 
* Neſtorius biſhop of Conſtantinople lived in the ʒih cen- 
tury, and preached againſt the incarnation ; dividing the hu-. 


man from the divine nature of Chriſt, and not ns, | 
e 


ing the virgin Mary to be the mother of God, but of t 


man Chriſt, His followers were ſpread all over the Eaſt at 
1 2 8 | the 
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pray with their hands croſſed and expanded upon 
the boſom, never joining them: their holy ſervice 
is in Syriac, which moſt of thera hurry over, with- 
out paderſtanding a word they ſay; as many old 
women even among chriſtians repeat the prayer be- 
ginning Pater · noſter qui,” .&c. They are money- 
lenders, inclinable to drink hard, and indulging 
polygamy; they eat no fleſh on Fridays, and waſh 
before they enter the church, in which, as well as' 
in many other cuſtoms, they are imitated by the 
Saracens, who are ſcattered up and down every 
where among theſe nations. ” . 
Qur travellers left the city of Cailac on St. An- 
drew's day, and having paſted thro' a valley bor- 
dering upon the ſea, where they were in ſome dan- 
from a tempeſt, they turned to the northward, 
and entered a hilly country, covered with ſnow, 
where they found the cold very great: December 25 
they came zo the reſidence of Mangn-Khan, where 
they were lodged in a little cottage, in which they 
could ſcarcely turn themſelves, while their guide 
was accommodated with a large houſe, where he 
was viſited by many people, who preſented him with 
wine made of rice. The next day they took a view 
of the court, where the people thronged about 
them, wondering at ſeeing Rubruquis barefooted, - 
for he had put off his ſandals, and eagerly inquir- b 
ing into the cauſe of his coming hither: at the eaſt 
end of the court, at ſome diſtance therefrom, Ru- 1 
bruquis found a chapel, which he knew to be a 2 
chriſtian foundation, becauſe of a crofs fixed upon £ 
its top; ſo that he and father Bartholomew boldly of 
x entered, and found therein a handſome altar co- bh 
vered with a gold brocade, and adorned with im- 5 
ages of Chriſt, the holy virgin, St. John Baptiſt, th 
two angels ſumptuouſly cloathed and fer with pearls * 
the time of Rubruquis's journey; but many of them were an 
afterwards reconciled to the latin church, when one of the 
 Eugeniuſes was pope of Rome. 


by 
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and precious ſtones, as was alſo a large ſilver croſs, 
which was erected upon the altar, before which 
mere burned a lamp, containing eight lights. In 
this chapel was an Armenian monk, of a meagre, 
ſwarthy appearance, having on a hairy garment 
reaching down to his mid-leg, over which was 2 
black briſtly cloak lined with ſpotted fur, and un- 
derneath theſe he wore an iror girdle ; before him 
was a ſmall pan of fire, over which he warmed 
himſelf. Pp | 

With him the two fathers entered into diſcourſe; 
and he told them that he was an hermit of the ter- 
ritories of Jeruſalem, come hither by the command 
of God, who had appeared to him for that pur- 
pole, to endeavour the converſion of the Tartar 
prince; to whom, in caſe of compliance, he was 
to promiſe the whole world in ſubjection. This 
promiſe. Rubruquis did not reliſh, anſwering, © That 
% to make a chriſtian of that prince were a good 
« deed, and the king of France and the pope would 
„ thereby become his highneſs's brethren and al- 
« lies, but that theſe monarchs ſhould ever become 
« tributary to a barbarian, no chriſtian could ever 
% dare to wiſh.” When this conference was ended, 
they retired to their lodging, where, they fupped 
upon-boiled fleſh and millet, there being no body 
to attend them, for their guide and thoſe who ha 
been of his company were drunk at court. 
January 5 being appointed for their introduction 
to Mangu-Khan, they were met on the way by cer- 


tain Neſtorian prieſts, who deſired to know their 


form of worſhip, made them expound ſome texts 
of Scripture, and then aſked in what manner they 
intended to ſalute the Khan? to all which queſtions 
having given pertinent and ſatisfactory anſwers, 
their boſoms were ſearched, leſt they ſhould have 
ſome concealed weapons of offence about them, 
and * 5 of their interpreter being taken mw 

ö _- , 
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him, they were permitted to put aſide the felt that 
hung before the door, and then to enter the houſe, 
ſinging the hymn, A ſolis ortus, &c. As it was 

Chriſtmas, the apartment which they ſaw was hung 

with cloth of gold,” and in the middle of it was 

a fire of thorn, wormwood,-and ox-dung. The 
interpreter was ordered to ſtand near the entrance, 

| bur the fathers. were permitted to fit down on a 
| dic oppoſi te to Fee hereon were ſeated muy 

wes; - +. 

The Khan was a middle-ſized flat-noſed man, 

about forty-five years old ; he leaned upon a couch 
that was covered with ſhining ermine ; near him 
was his wife, who was far from being diſagreeable, 
with his daughter named Cerina, a girl byt indif- 
ferently featured, and ſeveral other children. He 
very civilly asked the fathers, by means of a Ne- 
ſtorian interpreter, who was one of his ſervants, 
what they choſe to drink? and they, ſubmitting 
the choice to him, he ordered them cameiria, or 

rice-wine, whereof they taſted out of com \plaiſance. X 

As for their interpreter he made ſhift to get quickly | 

drunk, ſtanding near the butler, who ſcrupled not 6 

lying him with liquor as long as he was able to 1 

wallow it; which conduct, at firſt, mortified Ru- 1 
bruquis exceedingly, until he ſaw Mangu-Khan . 
himſelf, was drunk alſo, to all appearance. 0 

The Khan having examined ſome falcons: and 

other birds which were brought him, after a long b 
delay commanded the fathers to deliver their meſ- 5 
ſage: on which Rubruquis, having bent his knee, _ 


according as he had been directed, told him, that the 
e they were ſervants of the living God, whoſe ſon 0 
«© Chriſt died upon a croſs for the redemption of 
* mankind, and whom they would implore to grant 5 
% him along and proſperous reign; provided he would T | 
„dean permit them to abide for ſome time inM. th 
dominions, at leaft till the cold ſeafon was 5 


'- 66 « paſt; 
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e paſt; and promiſing to do all the ſervice they 
« could to his courtiers and people during that 
« time, by teaching them the precepts of, chriſtia- 
« nity, and the rules of virtue.” They alſo ſet 
forth, © that he had brought letters from the king 
<« of France to Sartach, who, it had been reported, 
« had embraced the doctrine of Chriſt ; that theſe 
« letters contained terms expreſſive of peace and 
« friendſhip ; and that Sartach had ſent them to 
«© his father Baatu, by whom they were directed 
<« to pay their court to him.“ He concluded with 
obſerving, that they had nothing but their prayers 
« to offer him, not being maſters either of gold or 
« ſilver.” To this harrangue Mangu-E han replied, 
that, even as the ſun beams were ſpread every 
« where. abroad, ſo did his power and that of Baatu 
« diſplay itſelf to all the world, without needing 
the gold or filver of any perſon, 150 


> After ſome more diſcourſe of the ſame nature, they | 
had permiſſion to retire from the Khan's preſence, 
„ perſon being charged to take proper care of their 
5 ſubſiſtence; and the Khan's interpreter followed 
oben towards home to inform them, that Manga 
had compailion on them, and permitted them to 
"WH flay i in his dominions for two months, after which 
n time the cold would decreaſe ; leaving it to their 
4 choice to retire to a city called Caracarum, diſtant 
0 ten days journey from court, or to remain where 


they were, meaſures being taken, in either caſe, 
that they ſhould not want for any thing. They choſe 
the latter, tho' it was repreſented to them as moſt 
troubleſome ; and after viſiting the Armenian monk 
Hretired to their houſe, where, in the evening, their 
guardian provided them with victuals and firing. 
ja The fame day the guide that had conducted them 
a hither from the court of Baatu departed home, hav- 
ng firſt craved pardon of Rubruquis and father Bar- 

tholomew for the inconveniencies whereto he had 
VoL. I. x ſab- 
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ſubjected them on the road; which they granted, 
and at the fame time demanded. forgiveneſs of him, 

in cafe they ſhould have chanced to have given an 
ill example to him or to any of his family. _ 
Mangu-KThan's favourite wife was ſaid to be 2 

chriſtian, aud among her female attendants was a 
native of Metz, who had taken to huſband a Ru- 
tenian houſe-builder, a calling of great profit and 
eſtimation in this country; by him ſhe had three 
fine children: this good woman having found out 
the fathers, treated them with much good · nature 
and kindneſs, relating many hardſhips that ſhe had 
undergone before ſhe was ſettled. They were in- 
formed by her, that at Caracarum lived an ingeni - 
dus goldſmith, who was born at Paris; his name 
was Wilkam 'Bouchier, and he had ax brother of : 
the name of Roper, ſuppoſed to be then living at 
Paris on the great bridge; this man, ſhe faid, was 
now employed upon ſome grand work for Mangu 

Khan, who had feat fifty men to aſſiſt therein, andi 
he had in his houſe a young fellow whom he called 
his ſon, who waz an excellent interpreter. 

Rubruquis wrote a letter to the goldſmith, ac. 
quainting him with his function and errand, and 
requeſting his aſſiſtance, by lending him the afore 5 
faid young man to interpret for him: he received 
for anſwer, that his demand ſhould be compliei 
with the following moon; when he hoped to hare 
finiſhed-the work that he "had i in hand. 

Rubraquisand his companion took _ their lodg 

among other ambaſſadors attending upon thi 
| — of Mangu-Khan; which differs "x 5 
of 'Baatu, wherein they were divided in ſuch 
manner, that no body knew another's bali 


, . perſon, 
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CHAP, m. 


Of various ceremonies uſed by the Neſtorians, Arme- 
aians, Saracens, and Idolaters ; divination by means 
of a blade-bone of mutton ; ſome farther account of 
Sergius the Armenian mont; of people 20ho ſeatte; 
of ſome wha are dwarfs ; of a curious machine 
made by the goldſinitl. Rubruquis ordered to re- 
turn hameward ; of the recovery of a great lady; 
of the Tartar .ceremony of bleſſing horſes; of the 
Neſtorian manmer of celebrating the | feftival of 

Eaſter. Be 35 1 


H E people of theſe countries are ſo mightily 
7 given to divination; that the foothſayers 
always travel with the court, appointing the par- 
ticular ſpot whereon to encamp; and naming the 
days, on which the khan is to give audience. On 
the mornings of theſe days, and of the days nam 
ed holy by the Neſtorians; the prieſt of that 
ſect comes firſt with books, cenſers, &c. and 
bleſſes his cup, after having prayed for him. To 
him ſucceed the prieſts of the Saracens, who per- 
form the ſame ceremony; and it is repeated by 
the idolatrous prieſts who come laſt. He receives 
all, ſays our author, with equal familiarity, or ra- 
ther indifference ; from whence it may be inferred, 
that he is not particularly attached to any one re- 
ligion ; or if he is, he carefully conceals his in- 
clination, The Armenian monk, indeed, pre 
= tended he had made a er of him to the be · 

lief of Chriſt, and that he was to be baptized on 
the day of Epiphany ; but this aſſertion appeared to 
be no more than a crafty lie, for it was diſproved 
in the conſequence, and the monk was miich aſha- 
med. The ſame day the fathers were ſent fer 
o gQurt to eat and ä but ſaying that 
I 2 


2 


2 
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they had rather eat at home, they were bluntly 
diſmiſſed. Every morning they were furniſhed 
with a platter of millet, and a lean ram was given 
them every ſix days; which food would have been 
ſufficient for them, had not many rude fort of peo- 
le thruſt in upon, and took ſhare with them, in 
ſpite of their beſt endeavours to prevent ſuch in- 
o TN | 
Their houſe being very low, ſmoaky, and con- 
ſequently inconvenient, they found means to re- 
preſent theſe diſadyantages to Mangu-Khan, who 
ordered them to remove to the apartments of the 
Armenian monk, provided it was agreeable - to 
them all ; and it appearing to be ſo, they obeyed 
his injunftion. 15 e 
January the 14th, the Neſtorian prieſts aſſem- 
bled in their chapel early in the morning, ſtrik- 
ing with a hammer upon a large bell; thus giving 
notice that they were met, and having ſung-mat- 
tins, they put on veſtments and prepared the cen- 
ſer with incenſe, againſt the coming of Catata- 
caten, the khan's principal wife, who appeared 
ſoon after with all her children, proſtrating them- 
ſelves before the altar; and then touching all the 
images with the right-hand, which having kiſſed, 
they preſented to every perſon that ſtood near 
them. The prieſts then chanted ſome hymns, and 
perfumed the lady with incenſe, which they had 
given her to put into the cenſer; after which, ſhe 
uncovered her head intirely, and then ſome ſecret 
ceremony going forward, Rubruquis and Bartho- 
lomew were ordered out of the church. They ſup- 
poſed, that at that time, ſhe was baptized ; for 
they ſaw a large ſilver baſon brought in, as they 
went out. In a little time they were remandedfi 
back, and at their return, were ſearched by the 
door- keeper, leſt they ſhould-have had ſome offen- 
ſive weapons concealed ; for Mangu was now in 
* {| » the 
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the church ſeated with his queen upon a golden 

couch, oppoſite to the great altar; to which, and 
to his highneſs the fathers having paid obedience, 
they ſung, © Veni, Sancte Spiritus, while the khan 
W examined their bible and breviary with great eager- 
WE neſs, and aſked ſeveral queſtions concerning them, 


which the Neſtorian prieſts anſwered: as they 


9 thought proper, the interpreter: being abſent. ' * 
3 When he was departed, Catata- caten diſtribut- 
ed gifts among all the chriſtians; and on Rubru- 


4 quis and father Bartholomew ſhe beſtowed a piece 


of cloth, of the length and breadth of a large 
aquilt; but they declining to accept thereof, it was 
given to their. interpreter, who made a good mar- 
ket of it in Cyprus, notwithſtanding it was much 
the worſe for the carriage. Rice wine, red wine, 
and mare's milk, was then diſtributed among the 
people; and the lady herſelf drained a full bum- 
per on her knees, having firſt craved the prieſt to 
bleſs it, who ſung loudly all the time ſhe; drank. 
Another time the whole day was ſpent in the 
church; a ram, and many fiſhes like carp, but 
much larger, being therein expended without 
bread or ſalt; nor was there wanting plenty of 
liquors. - Towards evening the lady drank to 
intoxication, and departed in her chariot ; the 

prieſt ſinging before her as ſhe went. The fol- 
lowing Sunday a feſtival of much the ſame na- 
ture, but not ſo magnificent was held, at which 
the khan's fon preſided, diſtributing among the 
© prieſts parched millet and drink. The Neſtorians, 
as well as the Armenians have ſeveral folemn faſts; 
and the fleſh which they eat at certain times is 
divided among them by Bulgai, a great officer of 

ſtate, who taſtes none of it himſelf; but before 
they conſume it, a benediction is pronounced over 


it as if it were the paſcal lamb. 


4 » 
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2 6f the cd Eaſter, they went 


in proceſſion, conducted by Sergius the monk to 
the "palace of the dan, into which as 2 eatered. 3 


Gal, — he divines; 2 if on Pe 
Into the fire he finds it ſplit lengthways, he chear- 
fully purſues Whatever "deſigns he has on foot; 

Þat if it cracks ucreſs or flies into ſplinters, it is 
Hoke gy an ill omen, and he abandons his 
projects. Here they bleſſed and perfumed him, 
Pledging him after wards in a cup of wine; but 
as they departed, father Bartholomew being ve 
wel and Heavily cloathed, becauſe of the cold, 
Romdbied oer the chreſhold, being the laſt that 
NHoul!d have æroſſed it, for which — Wis 
taken into cuſtody b Bulg urea e Him his 
liberty, when he un nothing 
of it's being an offerice ; veer was there an in- 
ter preter preſent to warn eportment; 
however, he was never after 'ſuffered to come un. 
4er the roof of Mangu-Khan. 

From hence they went to pay a viſit to the ſou 
of the Khan, who worſhipped the croſs, and or- 
dered meat and drink to be diſtributed among the 
Prieſts : he was under the tuition of a Neſtorian 
Prleſt called David, who was a great drinker ; they 
after wards Walted upon ſeveral of the den ee 
who'chitertained-them with reſpect, and paid gre 
veneration to the Troſs, Among theſe ladies. 5 
nls one To very All, that ſne could ſearcely turn 
Herſelf in her bed, yet the monk commanded her 
10 ariſe, weak as ſhie was, to reverence the emblem 
ef our redemption; and ſhe willin gly obeyed the 
Iinjuniftion. Theſe people, in every thing, ſeemel 
— for haltrödlon, but more particularly the 


women; and their readineſs to embrace the truth, 
toge- 
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W together. with, their, ignarance, led Rubruquis of- 
ten to lament his want of a good. interpreter. 

n this. progreſs, they met with ,anather. Arme- - 
ian, who carried a flver-craſs, ornamented with 
precious ſtones, and begged. ſame alms towards 
# rebuilding a chriſtian church belonging to his fa- 
cher; which, be ſaid, had been deftroyed by the 
35 8 Mangg-Kban gave him an order upon 
ae of che collectors af his tribute, for the full 
ſum whereof he ſtood in need, amounting to 2000 
W marks. This donation excited envy in the breaſts 
Not the Neſtorian, prieſts, who hy the time they had 
compleated their circuit, had made them 
> xt zi which exceſs i 1s not here eſteemed * 


ae ſhort. time. aſter theſe tranſaQions, Cotts, 
the khan's. ſecond wife being taken ill, the -conjy- 
rations of the idolatrous prieſis did her no good ; 
Meine ore Sergius the Armenian monk was- ſept 
for} who undertogk, either to reſtore her to health 
er to laſe his life; but when. ee examined her 
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we 


diſorder, Aan reflected op. his Fe he repent- 
ed of it exceedingly, for be ſaw no poſſihility of 


it. In his perplexity, however, he appli- 
ed for advice to Rubruquis, who advifed him to 
© ſprinkle her with holy water, conſecrated in the 
manner of the church of Rome; that, as he laid, 
being good for expelling devils ; as it was 
ed the lady was poſſeſſed. - This advice he put in 
practice, giving the patient, moreover, the ſerap- 
ings of a certain root ſteeped in water, Which he 
repreſented as an excellent remedy in many caſes, 
and which both Rubruquis and — Bartholo- 
mew thought to be ſome facred relick brought by 
him from Jeruſalem, though it afterwards appear- 
ed to be nothing but plain rhubarb. However, it 
luckily fell ont, that the lady recovered by degrees, 
N wherent 
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whereat the khan was well pleaſed, nor was the 
monk a little rejoiced. | 8 
In the viſits he made to her, the two good fa. 
ther ſtill bore” him company, one of them read. 
over her, ſometimes, the goſpel according 

uh St. John; and ſhe, being well pleaſed with * 
their afliduity, meekneſs, and good-nature, took WW 
great delight in ſtriving to teach them her lan- ? 
guage ; wherein, however, they made but a ven 
little progreſs. During the time of her ſickneſs, ma- 
ny pieces of ſorcery were practiſed for her reco-W | 
very, one of which was laying ſwords half-drawn, 
| 
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and croſſing each other on her bed, and in diffe. 

"rent parts of the room. Mangu-Khan, began toil 

have a good opinion of Sergius upon her recovery, 
and allowed him to carry the croſs aloft upon i. 
- ſpear, to expoſe it the more to publick worſhip, ll , 
ſinging pfalms, as he thevowith traverſed from tent 

to tent. | | 
The uſe this man was of to Rubruquis, induced i 
him to honour him almoſt as a biſhop, whereat he 
was ſo proud, that he cauſed an epiſcopal chair to 1 
be made for himſelf, with rich gloves, and a fol. 
of mitre of peacocks feathers, on the top whereoiMl . 
was a {mall golden croſs. In proceſs of time, it 
appeared, that this fellow had never been in order b 
in his life; that he was by trade a weaver, extreme 
1 illiterate, but ſubtle and ingenious ; he was af. f. 
pn with ulcers: on his feet, the loathſomene(Mill ,, 
whereof he endeavonred: to conceal under On E 
ointment. b. 
At no Gu eee eee pot whereon . 
Rubruquis found Mangu-Khan encamped, are Wy 
a e people, who have neither flocks nor herds 
ſubſiſt intirely upon hunting and: fiſhing ; and 
when the froſt ſets in very hard, they faſten ſmooth] 
| bones — their _ to ed particiilar 4 faſhion, 


with 
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Vith the help whereof they ſlide along the fro- 
en ſurface. of the water with incredible ſwiftneſs, 
and catch birds and beaſts by ſo doing. Our au- 


"WS thor could find no traces here of the monſters 
mentioned by Iſodorus and Solinus; but he was 
old, chat certain craggy rocks in the eaſtern parts 
of Cathay, were inhabited by hairy men, not more 
"SE than a cubit high, who are obliged to leap as they 
|S go, not having a joint in the knee, whereby they 
"RS might be enabled to walk. And certain neigh- 
bouring people make a practice of digging. holes 
„near to the caves of theſe creatures, which 
holes they fill with a ſtrong liquor made of rice, 
"8 and then hide themſelves till a number of theſe 
„little men having gathered round the liquor, fall 
1 a\lcep with drinking: then the hunters quit theic- 
„receſſes, and tying theſe gluttons hand and foot, 


open a vein in their neck, whence they take a ſmall 
quantity of blood, and then they ſet them at liber- 
ty; this blood yields a moſt beautiful purple die. 
At the time of Lent, the lady Cotta, with all her 


088 people kept faſt, and daily viſited the chapel, 
ri which, being within the precincts of the court, 
o and greatly crouded, occaſioned the porter much 


trouble, of which he took notice to Sergius, but 
being roughly anſwered, he complained thereof to 
Mangu-Khan, who ſent for the monk to come be- 
fore him, and chid him ſeverely for his behaviour, 
ordering him, at the ſame time, to put off his cap 
in his preſence, as the Frank did, meaning Ru- 
bruquis. This reprimand was a check upon 
his vanity, which he needed; but he ſoon after 
was reconciled to the khan, upon his promiſing 
to go as his ambaſſador to the pope, and thereby lay 
a plan for reducing all the nations of the earth to 
his obedience. He then ſecretly enquired of Ru- 
bruquis, whether he thought the pope would re- 
ceive him, in caſe he viſited him as the ſervant of 
f Hy _ Mangu, 
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venture to ſend his fon into theſe regions. Rubru- 1 


_ ent to them for wine; the refufal of Which would 


About the middle of Lent, the goldſmith's ſon 


Manga, and whether the king of France woufd 


quis modeſtly warned him againſt telling lies, and 
told him, he had better not be ſo warm in his 
expectations. $2568 . 
Our traveller having convicted Sergius of groſs 
ignorance, the latter went without him to court, 
by way of ſhewing his reſentment; but Mangu 
enquired fo earneſtly for him, he was obliged to 
find an excuſe, and at his return to ſollicit a recon: 
exiation 5 which was granted, on his promiſing to 
aſſiſt the two fathers in ſtudying the language of 
the country. Through his means, ber e the 4 
lady Cotta's uſual preſent of meat and drink was 
cut off from the Franks; ſo that they were redu- 
ced to feed upon hard brown bread, and paſte 
boiled in ſnow water, which was very bad; but 
' Rubruquis informing David, who was tutor to the 
khan's ſon, of this omiſſion, it was ſoon rectified, 
by a-daily'ſupply of bread, wine, flower, and oil. 
But this kindneſs was not without its grievance; MW 
for the Neſtorian prieſts, who were generally drunk 
all day, coming to the knowledge of it, impudent- 
1y broke in upon them, and ſhared with them, 
without aſking leave; in this rudeneſs, they were 
not only imitated by the monks” ſervants,” but the 
monk himfelf, when he 9 5 to treat any body 


have rouſed his animoſity ; and yet the grant of 
it left them not enough for themſeves. 


tame to court, bringing with him a croſs, where. 
on was the repreſentation of the body of Chriſt; 
it was all of filver, and deſigned as à preſent to 
Bulgai. "The khan, underſtanding from him that 
the work which his father had had in hand wi 
"Row finiſhed, ſet out for the city of Caracarum to 
tale a view'thereof. © ET Oy 
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1 ſcarcely ſo large as the caſtle of St. Dennis. 
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holds two yearly feaſts, the more magnificent of 


WE the two is celebrated ſometime in ſummer; at it 


all his nobles aſſiſt in their moſt ſplendid attire. 
The city of Caracarum hath four gates; it is ſur- 
rounded by a mud wall; the principal ſtreets are 
but two: in one of them the Saracens and many 


W merchants live, and the fairs are kept; The other 
is inhabited by Cathaians, who are all artificers : 
= millet, and other grain is fold on the eaſt: fide of 


the town ; ſheep and goats are diſpoſed of at the 
weſt end; horſes at the north, and waggons and 
oxen at the ſouth end thereof. The city, upon 
the whole, makes but an indifferent figure, being 


Here Mangu-Khan has a palace divided into. 
three iſles like a church, and ſupported by two 
rows of pillars. In the north front of this palace, 
he fits in an elevated ſtation, with one of his wives 
near him, but in a feat rather lower; his ſons and 
brethren fill the ſeats to the right; and his wives, 
with their women, are ſeated on the left, all de- 
ſcending gradually from the khan. There are three: 
gates to this palace on the ſouth; before the mid- 
dle gate ſtands a pear- tree, which, with all it's 
appurteriances, is of ſilver, four ſerpents excepted, 
that twine round it with their heads downward, 
theſe are of gold. From: their mouths . iſſues 
wine, clarified whey of mare's milk, an extract of 
honey, and another of rice. Each of. theſe liquots 
falls into a ſilver baſon, placed purpoſely beneath 


for its reception. There is a fifth pipe in this tree; 


which pours out cow's milk. In a vault under the 
ſuppoſed root of the tree, there is a man hid, who. 
blows a pipe, and the ſound cauſed thereby ſeems. 
to iſſue from a ſilver angel, who holds a trumpet, 
which he claps to his mouth, and is placed high 


— 
— 


- within the tree; this is a ſignal, at which a. 


tfervant, attending for that purpoſe, in a hid 
©, 


4 
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den place, pours each different liquor into It's 
reſpective pipe; and then it is diſtributed by the 
khan's butler among the gueſts. At the root of 
the tree are four ſilver lions; it is a magnificent 
piece of ornament, and the intire work of Willi 


In their way to Caracarum, they were over- 
taken by a violent ſtorm of ſyow and wind; for 
/ the abatement whereof, Mangu-Khan, by meſſage, 
dieſired that the monk and our traveller would 
pray to God; it ceaſed at the end of two days. 
On Palm- Sunday morning they entered the city, diſ- 
playing the banners of Chriſt, as they paſſed thro' 
the principal ſtreet to the Neſtorian church, where 
maſs Was celebrated; and. ſeveral people received 
the ſacrament of the Lord's-ſupper : but Rubruquis 
having drank ſome vine in the morning could not 
participate; for the rules of the church are, that the 
ſacrament ſhall be taken faſting, or not at all, except 
in caſes of the laſt extremity. In the evening they 
ſupped with Mr. Bouchier, whoſe wife ſpoke 
French, Comanian, &c. fluently ; ſhe was daugh- 
ter to a Hungarian Mahometan : here alſo they found 
the ſon of an Engliſhman of the name of _ Baſil, 
who was ſkilled in many languages. The next 
morning the prieſts. went in proceſſion to the pa- 
lace, to preſent a conſecrated diſh of fruit and 
two ſmall loaves to the khan, which were forward- 
ed to him by the butler; one of the loaves, he 
ate, the other he ſent” to his younger brother, 
who was a Neſtorian. He D . alſo the 
next day to come to church, but excnſcd himſelf 
afterwards, becauſe he underſtood! the dead were 
carried thither. The church was large, and the 
cieling handſomely adorned with filk wrought with 
Old. MY 8 5 3 TY 
a The feaſt of Eaſter was now at hand, and it 
grieved our travellers much, that they could 52 
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Lelebrate it properly, their veſtments and other 
neceſſaries being in the hands of Sartach's mini(- 
ters; while here were many chriſtian priſoners, 
natives of Hungary, Germany, Georgia, &c. whom 
WE the Neſtorians wauld not ſuffer to aſſiſt at their 
religious ceremonies, becauſe they had not been 
WT baptized by them. However, they permitted Ru- 


WT dcuquis and father Bartholomew to ſtand within 


their church, and be witneſs to their rites ; they 
pretended to be in poſſeſſion of ſome of the flour 
which was conſecrated by our Lord; and of ſome 
of the oil, wherewith Mary Magdalene waſhed his 


WT {cet ; theſe they mix with common flour and oil, 


W kneading it into bread for conſecration ;' for, in 
many parts of the eaſt, oil, fat, or ſnet, ſtands in 
che place of leaven. It was not without much 
perſuaſion, that our author was prevailed upon to act 
in his proper function, as not having pontificals ; 
however, out of compaſſion to the poor people, he 
at length ſubmitted to hear confeſſions, but could 
by no means perſuade them that there was any fin 
in theft. They affirming, that if they deſiſted from 

the practice of it, they muſt ſtarve, their maſters 
affording them neither food nor- raiment ; and 
theſe arguments, joined to our friar's conſidering 
that their tyrants had torn them from their reſpec- 
tive ſettlements, without juſt cauſe, influenced him 
to acquieſce in their reaſoning. Of the rectitude 
of which, he was at length ſo fully convinced, 
that he tells us, had occafion required it, he 
would, even to the face of Mangu-Khan, have 
maintained, that theſe people might lawfully take 
neceſſaries and goods from their maſters, without 
aſking leave. 3 „ 
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"CHAP. Iv. 


Rubruquis engaged i in a e. in defence of his re: 1 
$101; and triumphs, An account of the Wb TF 
"their. malice and cruelty, Rubruquis /e t Wl 

bis return home; he reaches the court of. Baàatu; 
cubere he finds the 47 of his people in good heal). 


"of the Aalni. Prophecy related by ar | 
"Of : 


Armenian biſhop. reception Rubruquis met 
with from the Turkiſſi Sultan; 5-4 terrible earth 

.guake ;. of Rubruquis' arrival in Syria:; and the 
ae ban of his adventures. The far of the old 
man of the mountain. : 


R. Bouchier having made a pix, whercir 
| to put the conſecrated bread, and an hand- 
Tome image of the bleſſed virgin, procured alſo 
ſome prieſts veſtments, which the Franks liked 

well; and having conſecrated them, perform. 
ed therein, the eccleſiaſtical functions; bleſſing 

adminiſtering the ſacrament in the manner off 

the church of Rome. The king of Armenia had 

long been expected here, and Rubruquis was in 

hopes of ſeeing him, when he and his followers if 

together with the monk, were ordered to depart 
from court; becauſe that the latter, being pro- 

voked by the rudeneſs of ſome Saracens, had] 
truck at chem with his whip ; an action not ii 
the · leaſt becoming a man of his function, n. con · 

ſequence of this mandate, Rubruquis ſent. td knowl 
Abe feälure, f Mangu, with reſpect to himſelf and 
his companions; and deſired to be _ informed fi 

whether he willed their farther ſtay ; or choſe that 
they ſhould go back to their native regions? The 

anſwer which he returned was, that he would 

confer with him (Rubruquis) the enſuing day 

„ af ter, he 9 went to court 


bu 
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but had no audience of the khan, to whom he 
had been miſrepreſented; wherefore he was order- 
ed to engage in a diſpute with the Saracens and 
W Neſtorians ; and the reſult of this diſpute was to 
be the palm of excellence adjudged to that. religi- 
on which ſhould triumph. This contention was 
began the following day, and none of Rubruquis's 
opponents were able to withſtand the foree of his 
arguments, However, the vanquiſhed prieſts 
drowned their difgrace in wine, e 
Mangu-Khan was not diſpleaſed at his victory; 
but ſoon after gave him an audience, youhg Bou- 
chier attending as his interpreter; and here Ru- 
bruquis acquitted himſelf of the imputation of ha- 
'ving ſpoken diſreſpectfully of his highneſs ; who 
Was fatisfied therewith, but did not ſeem 
that other ambaſſadors had not been.ſent to him; And 
told them that it was his will, he and his attend- 
ants ſhould return to the court of Baatu, whence 
they came; offering, at the ſame time, to ſend 
-ambafladors to France, in cafe they would under - 
take to guide and protect them; with which 
charge the fathers did not chuſe to meddle. How - 
ever, he promiſed to ſend ſome letters by them to 
1 king Lewis 4 and ordering them to get themſelves 
into fleſh, that they might have ſtrength to under- 
go ſo long a jourgey, he gave them leave to quit 
his preſence; having firſt made them drink, but 
not allowing them to ſpeak much upon the ſub- 
"Jett of religion. The letters were got ready, and 
delivered to them ſhortly after his audience; the 
general purport of them being, That there was 
but one eternal God who reigned in heaven; 
and one ſovereign, lord, meaning the khan him - 
* ſelf, who ruled upon earth; to whoſe obedi- 
Vence, it was expected, that the king of France 
«would ſubject himſelf, and ſend other am- 
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40 Rt E. TRAVE LS. OF | 
« baſſadors to do him honour ; ” for the friars de- 


_ clined the title of ambaſſadors. 


And now Rubruquis prepared for his departure 
from the court of Mangu-Khan ; who ordered him 
ſome ſmall preſents, which were not to be refuſed ; 


but father Bartholomew being in a very bad ſtate 


of health, obtained permiſſion to ſtay behind, with 


a promiſe that he ſhould be taken proper care of. 
White Rubruquis remained here, the feaſt of the 
pentecoſt was celebrated in a very pompous man- 
ner, at which the ambaſſador of the khan of Bag- 
dad aſſiſted; he was carried in a horſe-litter, - and 


it was faid, he came to treat of peace with Man- 


gu. Here were alfo at the ſame time an ambaſſa- 


dor from Turkey, whoſe preſents were of great 
value; and the ſultan of India's ambaſſadors, who 
brought with them, by way of preſent, eight leo- 
pards, and ten hounds, that were taught to fit 


| upon the buttocks of a horſe. 


Before we attend our traveller in his progreſs 
home, a few words, relative to the ſoothſayers or 
fortune tellers found among theſe people, may af- 
ford ſome. little entertainment. They have a prin- 
-cipal or chief, fays our author, living not a ſtone's 


«throw from the habitation of Mangu ; under his 


"ſtudy are many chariots filled with facred idols, 


of which he has the charge; and ſcarcely any 


thing of conſequence is undertaken before the 
: advice of this wiſe man has been firſt aſked. Theſe 
ſoothſayers mark the time of eclipſes, of which 
phenomenon the people are ſo much afraid, that 
during it's continuance, they keep within doors, 


making a prodigious noiſe by ſhouting and playing 


on their timbrels, and other muſical inſtruments. 
They point out what days are fortunate, and 


what unlucky; by which piece of policy they 
have got the direction of all public affairs intirely 
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WILLIAM DE' RUBRUQUIS. 41 
in their own hands. Whatever ' preſents are 
W brought to the khan, as well as ſuch goods as 
W belonged to the dead, they purify by paſſing them 
between two fires; and whatever living things 
= drop during this trial ordeal becomes theirs; not 
but that they have a toll out of every thing. 
3 On the 9th day of the May-moon, they gather 
together, and conſecrate all the white mares of 
the herd. It is cuſtomary for the Neſtorian prieſts 
co aſſemble alſo on the ſame day, and carouſe in 
WT coſmos or mare's milk, firſt pouring ſome of it on 
che ground: this celebration reſembles. in ſome 
meaſure our feaſts of the firſt fruits. They are 
generally invited to the birth of a child to foretel 
bis deſtiny; they are alſo ſent for to the ſick, | for. 
whom they preſcribe, and pretend to diſtinguiſh 
whether their diſeaſe be the effect of ſorcery, or 
of natural accident. It is alſo ſaid, they have 


ordinarily cold, they ſearch out ſome body in the 
court to whom they have a particular enmity, or 
whom they diſlike; him they accuſe as the cauſe 
of the cold and he is put to death directx. 
It happened at one time that the ſoothſayers, in 
drawing between the fires certain coſtly furs 


took more than they had a right to; which piece of 
knavery was diſcovered by one of her maids; the 


| lady was ſome time, after taken ill, and the ſooth- 
layers being ſent for, ſaid; ſomebody, had bewitch- 
11 ed her: then commanding one of her attendants 


to touch, the place of which ſhe chiefly complain- 
ed, a piece of felt was found adhering thereto, 
which being taken off, and laid on the ground, 
moved as if it were a living creature, and when 
put into a veſſel of water, it had the appearance 
of a horſe-leech. The lady did not long ſurvive, 
and the prieſts accuſed the abovementioned mai- 

hg | | den 


power over the air, and if they find it more than 


brought for a preſent. to a great lady at court 
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x32 7 THE TRAVELS OF 
den of having, by ſorcery, occaſioned her diſorder, 
whereupon ſhe was taken into cuſtody, and ſevere. 


ly baſtinadoed for ſeven days together, during al 
which time ſhe perſiſted in her innocence ; where. 
upon Mangu-Khan himſelf interpoſed, crediting 
her aſſertion, and ordered her to be ſet at liberty, 
Not long after this proceſs, they accuſed anc 
ther woman of having been acceſſary to the lady' 
death; and though it appeared that ſhe was in- 
tirely guiltleſs, yet, becauſe ſhe had once ad. 
-miniſtred to her miſtreſs ſome philtres, provo- 


cative of friendſhip, ſhe was put to death. And l 
the ſoothſayers affirmed that her ſpirit had killed 
a child, of which one of Mangu's wives was 


brought to bed, and to which they had predicted 
a happy life. In confequence of this impeachment, 
the incenſed mother cauſed a fon nnd daughter of 
the poor woman io be alſo murdered; the eruehy 
-of which action, coming to the ears of Mangy- 


"Khan, he tauſed the concerned in the exe- | 


sution, to be put to death; and fhut his wife up 


in priſon, for ſeven days without victuals, ſparing | 
her life only out of reſpe&t to her children; and 


me -gulgted his palace during the fpace of ont 


moon, that it might be purthed. 
Theſe foothfayers, ſays our author, often con- 


[fer with the devil in the night, preparing boiled 
meat for his reception, and eating and drinking 
_ "With him, for their's is a good ſociable ſort of 1 


midnight devil. However, he keeps out of the 


Way of the chriſtians, having no great love for 
them; and one night, when he was bound to 4. 
diſt an aſſembly of ſoothſayers, he made a full ſtop 
upon the roof of the houſe, bidding them turn 
out the chriſtian that had got among them. It 
"ſeems, the curioſity of an Hungarian chriſtian had 


dempted him to hide himſelf in a place, where, 


Without being diſcovered, he might have a ful 


view 
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7 WILLIAM DE RUBRUQUIS. 43 
WT riew of all their proceedings; but hearing the de- 
WS vil ſpeak of him he ſneaked off; and thought 
WS himſelf happy in eſcaping with a whole ſkin. 
= Mr. Bouchier the goldſmith, when Rubruquis 
Vas about to depart, gave him a girdle, in which 
vas a very valuable ſtone, deemed a preſervative 
WT againſt thunder and lightning; and this he charg- 
ed him to preſent, with his duty, to king Lewis. 
For more than two months after Rubruquis left 
che court of Mangu- Khan, he travelled without 
ſeeing any houſes, except one village, that afford- 
ed nothing either entertaining or refreſhing ; be- 
ing ſometimes in danger of ſtarving through fai- 
lire of proviſion; and at other times living two, 
or perhaps, three days upon coſmos. He had 
Vith him a guide, à fervant; and his mterpreter 3 
ind orders to take a ſheep for his ſubſiſtence, 
W every four days, where the could find-one. Abont 
W the end of Ruguſt, he met with Sartach, travel 

ing with à large train, towards the reſidence'of 
Mangu- Than; but the bulk of his family re- 
mained ſtill eneamped between Tanais aud the | 
Wolga. When this prince underſtocd, that he 
carried letters from Mangu⸗Than to his maſter, he 
ordered him to proceed on his journey; and ſent 
him two ſilken garments, one whereof he deſired 
might be preſented in his name to the king ef 
France; and the other he deſired the good father 
Vould wear for his ſake: they were both ſent ta 
king Lewis. In this retinue was Coiac, ho ſent 
letters to his father, then encamped near the 
court of Baatu; deſiring him to deliver np to Ru- 
bruquis all his carts, with every thing that be- 
longed to him; and theſe directions were fulfilled 
when Rubruquis arrived at the court of Baatu. So 
that, upon the whole, he loſt nothing, except a 
few prieſtly veſtments, a cenfer, the pix, a bible 
nn verſe, and an Arabian book of ſome value, be- 
= = kdes 
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b plenty of graſs, and deep caves that harbour thieves, 


can lay their hands upon; ſo that when Sartach is 
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ſides our lady's. pſalter, which the father of Coiz . 
Jeemed to like extremely, and intreated he might 
be permitted to keep. OE * 
Rubruquis found ſuch of his people as had been 
left by him at the court of Baatu in good health; MW. 
having been abſent from them exactly three years; . 
and the Tartars, imagining he was dead, were . 
going to employ them in milking mares, and keep- 
ing oxen; however, his unexpected return preſery- 
ed them from ſervitude. Baatu admitted him to 
à conference, and underſtanding that he carried 
letters from Mangu-Khan to king Lewis, order- 
ed that they ſhould be well treated, and have a 
guide to conduct him on his way to Syria; where 
he imagined his ſovereign ſtill ſojourned. He tra- 
velled fifteen days upon a ſouthern courſe, till he ar- 
_ . rived at a village called Sumerſhant, where there is MW 


This is naturally a ſtrong place, being ſurrounded i 

with water as an iſland; and here lived a German i 
and his wife, with whom one of Rabruquis's peo- 
ple had inhabited a while, by order of Sartach. 
After leaving Sumerſhant, they were ten days in 
going to the mountains of the Alani; not meeting 
- the leaſt. ſign of a human creature all the way, 

and being once twenty four hours without water ; 
I Þ - . they were in danger of periſhing throug' 
thirit. 0 4 Ts 4 ; | 2 


The Alani are 4 fierce indomitable people, who 
ſometimes pour down from the hills, and carry 
away the cattle, and whatever elſe of value they 


- quartered hereabouts, his people are obliged to 
guard the paſſes and narrow files, to prevent their 
- depredations. Here are alſo certain Saracen free- 
booters, called Leſgi; and to defend our traveller 
and his retinue from their inſolence, the Tartafs 
_- Jupplied the latter with a guard of twenty mes, 


; Ws far as Porta Ferrea, or Iron gate, a city built 8 
oy Alexander the Great. In their way thither, 
they found good wine, the product of a neigh- 


ard they ſaw in thoſe parts of the world. This 
ity ſtands upon the top of a hill, being ſurround- 
ed with ſtrong walls of poliſhed ſtone, on which, 
here were formerly turrets and 'bulwarks, which. 
he Tartars have levelled ; it has no trenches, and 


WW which are many Jews; and hereabouts are long, 
WE walls, running from mountain to mountain, and. 
others deſcending from the mountains to the ſea, 
over the tops of theſe mountains there are no roads 
vy which the people can travel with any eaſe; the, 
walls are ſaid to have been erected by Alexander 
the Great, to prevent the mountain ſavages from 
invading the civilized natious, ſituated in the plains. 
From hence they came to the banks of the river 


Wor Curgi, now called Georgia; and joins the river 
ef Araxes, near a great city on the banks of the 
Ganges; in whoſe ſtream the names of both rivers. 


W other by an iron chain croſſes that celebrated ri- 


Ganges for ſome time, they entered certain mea- 


0 i dows, where Baachu was then encamped with a 

7 conſiderable army; he gave Rubruquis new wine 
so drink, and furniſhed him with a guide to con- 
duct him to Nezuan, a city formerly of great ex- 
tent and opulence, ' having had 800 Armenian 
i WF churches, of which two only are left ſtanding ; 
it was ruined partly by the Tartars and partly by 

er the Saracens, 3 5 
f In this city Rubruquis and his clerk celebrated 

l the feaſt of Chriſtmas as well as they could; and 
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bouring vineyard; and this was the firſt vine- 


I takes up about a mile of ground. T'wo days jour- | 
Wney farther on, there is a city called Samaron, in 


Cur or Cyrus, which waters the land of the Cardi, 


are loſt. Here a bridge of boats, faſtened to each 


rer Ganges. Having kept along the banks of the 


the 


8. 
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the prick ing an. e eee 
twelve monks, deſcended fram the high lands t 
aſſiſt at his fel. This bop repeated to our f 
traveller a prophecy, that had long prevailed in 
this country; Jetting forth, © That all the king. W 
« doms of the Eaſt ſhall be ſubdued by a company 
E 


60 Sire coming from the North; the chief of i 
9 4 


Which, leizing upon Conſtantinople, ſhall be bap. Wi 
© tized ; and Jeading an army of chriſtians againſt WW. 
* the Tartars, harraſs them extremely, always de- 


_ « feating them. And in that time, che French king 
« ſhall fix his capital at Taurinum in Perſia : al 
4 the eaſtern cquntries ſhall he converted to the faith 
« of Chrilt; the world ſhall be at peace, and the 
« living of thoſe times, continues the prophecy, 
* ſhall ſay to the dead; Woe be unto you, ye 
« wretches, who have not ſurvived to ſee theſe 
„happy days.” In the neighbourhood of this 
| oity, there are ſame mountains, whereon the ar 

is faid to have reſted, when the general deluge ſub-W 
- ſided; but no body can climb them, becauſe the 
chief of them is called Maſis, the mother of 
the world; a piece of the wood of the ark 
which, was once brought by an angel to a good 
hermit, Who had a vaſt inclination to ſee that 
- venerable ſtructure; but the Angel bade him be 


7 with that piece of it, and ſet his heart at 
; RE the 6th, 1257. our author left Nezuan, 
nd in fourteen days came into the territories of 
Sahenſa, a Curdiſh prince, who was tributary to 
the Tartars, he and. his family were chillen 
they behaved to Rubruquis in the moſt reſpeXtful 


_ + ® Moſt hiſtorians agree, that the ſtory of the ark's being 
Wl Rs Adden Abano, ive; et Dr. Nary 
adopts it as a truth, in his Hiſtory of the World ; and 


duces. the #ſtimany of a Dutch . zilor to ſupport the aller 
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manner; and Zachary the ſon of Sabenſa, wha - 
= was a handſome young fellow, was vaſtly inclined 

W to enter into the ſervice of, the French king, being 
weaty of the oppreſſions of the Tartars; he: ſaid, 
if the pope would give him aſſiſtance, he would 
undertake that all the neighbouring nations ſhould 
acknowledge his holy juriſdiction. In this country 
are many good towns, inhabited by chriſtians of 
the church of Rome, as well as tboſe of Armenia. 
The latter have many fuperftitious-cuſtoms: 
chem; burning incenſe in all corners of the houſe 
every evening, to drive away evil ſpirits and every 
other enemy; they alſo perpetually feed the flame 
of a lighted lamp, which burns before a wooden 
hand holding a croſs, ſet in the moſt reſpectable 
part of the houſe. In a city called Agni, which 
is ſubject to Sabenſa, there were an hundred Ar- 
menian churches, and two moſques ; here our author 
met with five preaching friars, who intended going 


into Tartary, carrying with them letters from the 
1 pope to Sartach and Mangu-Khan; but their zeal 
1 85 . 

vas cooled from hearing the hardſhips. recounted, 
which they muſt inevitably ſuſtain in a journey ſo 
5 very dangerous; wherefore they retired to Tefflis, 
to ſome of their order for advice; and whether 


they afterwards went forward is not known. Ru- 
e next arrived in the dominions of the ſul- 
tal of the Turks; and, as he went, his guide 
icrupled not taking a ſheep. and killing it, Where - 
ever he met a flock; but of this theft the poor 


0 BY friar could not be prevailed upon, at any rate, to 
* BY partake. es . 
i Having paſſed the haad of the Ames, they cruſſed 

the Eu phrates, and going thro a high craggy ooun ; 
y to the welt of which the ſnow-lay prodigion 


deep, they were told of . a: 
lately happened, hereby above people were 
deſtroyed in Arrengan, and the beſt part of char 

. 1 city 
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city ſwallowed up. In leſſer Armenia they viſited 
the town of Sebaſta, in which the torty martyrs are 
interred; and there is a church ſacred to St. Blaſe : 
their next ſtage was Ceſaria, in Cappadocia, . where 
there is a church dedicated to St. Baſil the great. 
Our author was fifteen days on the road between 
Ceſaria and Iconium, a town belonging to the Turks, 
his guide making many fruitleſs and unneceſſary de- 
lays, of which he dared not to complain, leſt be. 
ing a ſtranger, without any friends, he might have 
been ſold into ſlavery, together with his ſervants, 
or perhaps murdered ; for the people of theſe coun- 
tries are very revengeful. In Iconium were many 
chriſtian merchants, among whom Nicholas de Sanc- 
to Syrio and Boniface de Molandino, two Italian 
merchants who were in partnerſhip, had acquired 
great riches by engroſſing the allum trade, the ſul- 
tan having forbid every other perſon to export it, 
whereby the price of that commodity was conſider- 
ably enhanced. The ſultan of Turkey happened 
to be at this time in Iconium, to whom Rubruquis 
was introduced by his guide, and obtained a pro- 
miſe of being tranſported into Armenia or Cilicia, 
by means of the merchants already named ; which 
promiſe in a few days after was fulfilled, and he con- 
veyed to Carruma. n e 
The ſultan of Turkey was at this time ſubject to 
the Tartars, and his power was of ſuch little con- 
ſequence, that it was the opinion of our author he 
might have been eaſily diſpoſſeſſed of the holy land 
and other dominions, provided the army ſent againſt 
him was unanimous and valiant. . 8 
Curruma is a port belonging to the king of Ar- 
menia, who being abſent on a viſit to Mangu- Khan, 
to whom he was tributary, his father governed in 
his abſence. The old man was very kind to Rubru- 
quis, and received advice during the time of his 
continuance here, that his ſon * 
| | - Obtain 
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obtained a grant of every thing that he had re- 
queſted of the Khan. From Curruma our author 
was ſent to Aiſan, where he took ſhipping for Cy- 
prus; and was ſoon after ordered by his provincial 
to join the convent of his order at Acon, or Pto- 
lemais in Syria, where he collected his materials, 
and wrote to king Lewis the account from which 
we have tranſcribed this narration, encloſing to him 
alſo the letter wherewith he had been entruſted by 
the Khan, Mt | 

There being ſomething curious in the manners 
of the Haſſeſſins, thro' whoſe country our author 
W paſſed, and of whom he ſpeaks but ſlightly; we 
ſhall beg leave to ſay a few words relative thereto 
before we proceed to the travels of Marco Polo, a 
Venetian gentleman, in whoſe memoirs will be 
found both entertainment and inſtruction. "52 
Ss The Haſſeffins, otherwiſe Chaſians, otherwiſe Aſ- 
ſeſſins, or. Aſſaſſins, or Aſſanites, inhabited the Gor- 
dian mountains in Syria, whereon were many vil- 
lages and twelve ſtrong caſtles: they were a mixed 
race of people, without any religion, tho' they pro- 
feſſed mahometaniſm, and were for ſome time tribu- 
tary to the knights templars, and afterwards to the 
chriſtian earls of Tripoli; but a releaſe from this 
tribute being ſolicited for-and refuſed, they openly 
flung off the yoke of ſubjection, and became the 
bittereſt enemies of the chriſtians *. DEL 

Their prince having fortified himſelf among hills 
that were almoſt inacceſſible, laid out an immenſe 


2 


* Theſe people pretended to be deſcendants of Arſaces, 
and they always choſe one of the oldeſt and moſt venerable of 
their number for their king ; whence he derived the name of 
the old man of the mountain : he of whom Rubruquis ſpeaks 
was called Aloadine. The paradiſe mentioned in this place 
was at the mouth of a deep valley; the only enterance into 
which was defended by a ſtrong caſtle, and the avenues lead- - 
ing to it were concealed and ſubterraneous, - p 
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tract of land into a garden reſembling the mahometan 
paradiſe; where every pleaſure wantoned that could. 
catch the eye, pleaſe the appetite, or gratify the 
paſſions; the moſt delicate viands and the fineſt 
wines were prepared for the palate; to the natural 


harmony of the birds was joined artificial concerts, 
of force ſufficient 


To take the priſon foul 
And fk it in Elyſium. 


The air wap 8 with the choiceſt per- 
fumes the ſenſe could wiſh to. taſte; while women, 
the moſt beautiful that the neighbouring provinces 
could yield, were found in every part of this de- 
lightful place, whoſe charms, compliance, and en- 
dearments, crowned the raptures of him whoſe 
happy lot deſtined him to wander over the ſmooth 
ſnorn lawns, tie ſloping hills; or to repoſe within 
its elegant alcoves. The prince, who is tiled by 
hiſtorians the old man of 'the mountain, cauſed it 
to be ſpread abroad, that he poſſeſſed the keys of 
_ paradiſe, by eſpecial appointment from Mahomet, 
under whom he was vicegerent on earth. _ 

This report brought to his court many young 
men of 2 bold daring ſpirit, whom he aſſured of 
every ſenſual enjoyment, in the world to come, pro- 
vided they ſhould ſhew themſelves intrepid in exe- 
cuting his commands in this life. As an earneſt of 
his power, he commonly cauſed them to be lulled 
aſleep, by means of a certain opiate; and in this 
fate they were tranſported to the delicious ſpot 
already mentioned, from whence they were brought 
back, having been allowed barely a view of it, by 
the ſame potent draught. This tranſient proſpet 
had generally ſo good an effect upon them, that 


they were ready to undertake the moſt def; e 
vel: 
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adventures ; nor was any thing too dangerous for 
them to attempt. CFC 

If any ſovereign made war upon this prince; two 
or three of theſe deſperadoes were immediately dif- 
patched ta his campor court; with orders to aſſaſſinate 
him : and they never failed to fulfil their barbarous 
inſtruftions. By them Lewis. of Bavaria fell in the 
year 1231; and in 1251 the ſame favour was in- 
= tended for Lewis IX. of France; but the old man 
of the mountain a changing his mind, diſ- 
patched four of his people in purſuit of four others, 
that he had ſent upon that errand. The harbingers 
of mercy outſtripping the meſſengers of death, ar- 
rived firſt in Lewis's court, to whom they diſco- 
vered the cauſe of their miffion, remaining always 
near his perſon, as a guard, till they ſaw and pre- 
vented their brethren from executing their horrid 
purpoſe : for which good office they were ſent back 
to their maſter laden. with preſents ; and breathing 


nothing but eulogies on the goodneſs of Lewis. 


By means ſuch-as theſe, this prince became terrible, 
even to the moſt potent monarchs, until the Tar- 
tars, under the command of Ulan, in 1262, be- 
ſieged his caſtle, which was obliged to ſurrender 
for want of proviſion ; and he and all his people 
were maſfacred, while his terreſtrial paradiſe was 
intirely deſtroyed / The word aſſaſſin, was origi- 
nally derived from\the practices of theſe people. 


Some OBstRVATIONS on the Travels of. 
BY 2s RUBRUQUIS. 


"HAT Lewis IX. was viſited, while at Nicoſia, 
in Cyprus, by ambaſſadors from a powerful 
prince of Tartary, is allowed by all ſuch French 
hiſtorians as have treated of the reign of that mo- 

R D 2 narch. 
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narch. But inſtead of Sartach, they call the ſaid 
prince Ercalthay; and Purchas is of opinion, that 


they were different appellations of the ſame man; 
nor is it in the leaſt improbable. One of theſe am- 
baſſadors of the name of David was well known to 
have been a perſon of great conſequence in his own 


country, by father Andrew de Lontumal, who 


nad been formerly in Tartary, with a commiſſion 
from the pope. They were charged to inform the 


King, that their maſter, together with his principal 


_ officers and noblemen, had embraced chriſtianity : 


in conſequence of which, he ſollicited the friend- 


hip of the king of France, whereby he might the 
better be enabled to Protect the adorers of the 


croſs, and to prejudice it's enemies. As a proof of 
the fincerity of this declaration, it was added, that 
the following Eaſter he intended to lay Gege to 
Bagdad, wherein the ſultan of the Saracens had 


his principal reſidence. 


This intelligence gave the king equal ſurpriae and 
pleaſure; he treated the ambaſſadors in a friendly 
manner, and in attending him to church, where 
they heard maſs, they behaved like perſons well 
acquainted with the religion they were ſuppoſed to 
profeſs. The khan was probably tempted to ſend 
this embaſſy, from a deſire to engage St. Lewis againſt 
the infidels, that he might be thereby the better 
enabled to carry on ſome political deſign: however, 
we ſhall not pretend poſitively to aſſert what was 


the real occaſion of it, but proceed to obſerve, 
that the king of Francę ſent father Andrew, be- 
forementioned, and two Jacobin friars, as his 


ambaſſadors, attended by a couple of ſecretaries 
and two other officers, with letters and preſents to 
Ercalthay, and to the khan of Tartary : among the 
preſents were a ſcarlet tent, embroidered with the 
* of the Paſſion; ; a ſet of church plate; and 

| a piece 
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_ a piece of the holy croſs. It is ſaid, that the pope's 


legate, then in Cyprus, ſent alſo an addreſs to Er- 
calthay, by the ſame channel; wherein he gave 


him afſurance, © that the whole catholic church 
« was infinitely rejoiced at the converſion of a prince 


« ſo very powerful; that like a good mother ſhe 
« received him into her nurturing boſom :* and he 
exhorted him, to act vigorouſly in defence of the 
« catholic faith; to acknowledge the church - of 
« Rome as ſuperior to every other, and the pope 
« as God's vicar on eart 

Of the reception of theſe letters and preſents, we 


are not clearly informed; but we know, that in a 


very ſhort time after the king diſpatched Rubruquis 


upon the ſame errand ; impatient, perhaps, to have 
a certain account of the power, ſtrength, and man- 
ners, of the khan of Tartary; of whom he, as 


yet, knew but little. It ſoon appeared, that Sar- 


tach, or Ercalthay, was no chriſtian; neither was 
his mother, as had been ſaid, nor his great officers; 


and we ſhould be ſurprized to find fuch an impo- 
ſition ſolemnly put upon king Lewis, if we did not 
find it accounted for, in the character of mean 


cunning; ſhallow policy; and groſs ignorance, given 
to the Tartars by our ſagacious author. Not hay- 
ing the advantage of commerce, and free inter- 
courſe with other nations, they have recourſe to 
artifice, for the intelligence of which they ſtand in 
need. The khan had ſome notion of the war in- 


tended to be carried on againſt the Saracens, by 


the king of France; of whoſe force and diſpoſition 


he had no way of being rightly informed bat by 
this embaſſy ; the reſult of which taught him againſt 


what quarter to turn his arms, with the moſt pro- 


bable view of ſucceeding. That Rubruquis was 
charged with a commiſſion from king Lewis to the 


khan, is beyond doubt ; and yet it is ſomething 


D 3 odd 
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odd and obſcure, that he ſhould rather 4 al- 
moſt every where, to paſs for a poor chriſtian monk, 
than to avail himſelf of the character of an am- 
baſſador. Our traveller was a man of ſenſe, as well 
as probity, and he certainly had good reaſons for 
his conduct; perhaps he conſidered, that to aſſume 
the title of an ambaſſador among ſo rude a people, 
would have been no great protect ion, and the leſs 
fo as it was not improbable that they knew of his 
maſter's defeat in Egypt, where he was taken pri- 
ſoner. He was ſenſible that an inſult put upon an 
ambaſſador, was offered to the monarch whom he 
repreſented ; and reſolved, if he received any ill 
uſage, it ſhould be borne by Rubruquis the monk, 
and not by Rubruquis the French ambaſſador, ſo 
that his reception, according to this plan, tho bad, 
could reflect no diſhonour upon his maſter. 
Theſe travels are not only entertaining, but cu- 
rious and valuable; becauſe made thro' countries 
that have ſince been ſcarcely penetrated, except by 
Marco Polo; of whoſe peregrinations we 
next treat. The extent of them one way 
was at leaſt go00 miles; and another 6000; that 
is, reckoning his departure from Conſtantinople, 
and his return to Aconos Ptolemais. It is plain, 
that he embarked at Conſtantinople for Caffa, there- 
by croſſing the Black ſea; from thence he directed 
A his courſe through Crim Tartary, and paſſing the 
Tanais and Wolga, he arrived in Bulgaria, 
l where Baatu was encamped; then travelling 
north eaſt, he reached the court of Mangu-Khan, 
which muſt have been beyond Chineſe Tartary ; 
and lay, perhaps, in N. latitude 50, or there- 
abouts. 
Nile returned thro' the deſarts of great Tartary, 
and the Mogul's conntry ; then coming to the head 
of the is Skirted the weſtern banks of _ 
| ea, 
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ſea, and paſſed thro? Georgia, Armenia, Cardiſtan, 
and Diarbeck, in his way to Syria. In his accounts 


of thele different places, we are ſatisfied that he 


was exact, as they agree with the beſt intelligence 
received ſince his time, of thefe countries, many 


of which are ſtill, as they then were, in n the hands | 


of the Tartars. 
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The: curious Travels and manifold Ad- 


ventures of Marco Polo, a Venetian 
gentleman, through great part of Afia, 


Lartary, and the iſlands of the Eaſt- 
Indies, about the year 1269. 


CHAP. * 


As account of the work ; excuſes far it's defects; Ni- 


colo and Maffeo Polo ſet out for Conſtantinople ; 
they proceed to Tartary, and viſit the court of the 
great khan ; their different journies backwards and 
forwards, between Venice and Tartary ; of Marco 
Polo's expedition to Tectiry; ; the reception and treat- 

ment he met with in that country; his adventures after- 
wards in Europe; hk death andebaracter; his deſcrip- 
tion of Tureomania, the two Armenias, and f lb 
city of Balſora ; the tate of the ſultan 7 1 Balſora; 
a miracle; perſia deſcribel. 


HE memoirs of Marco Polo, the V 
have been compiled from various confuſed 
accounts, by the labour of Kamuſio, a name yrell 


known in the world of letters; nor wilt any per- 


ſon preſume to queſtion their authenticity, when 
told that the great critic Scaliger the elder, 


the learn d Voſſius, and the celebyated Athanaſius 
Kircher, who was as exact in truth, as ſevere upon 


falſchood, have-all borne teſtimeny in their behalf. 


The moſt weighty objection that has been made 


againſt this writer, is the improbability that ap- 
pears to be ſcattered thro' his work; but that this 
argument does not in the leaſt invalidate the per- 
formance, will be evident from conſidering, that 


many parts of it, "which wore once the air of in- 


vention, have been proved real from unqueſtionable 
: autho- 
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authorities of later date: beſides, if mention is 


ſometimes made of a circumſtance abſolutely incre- 


dible, it ought to be remembered, that Marco Polo 
derived the knowledge of ſuch things, as he had 
not an immediate opportunity of inſpecting, from 
the Tartars, a people ignorant, unlettered, and 

groſly ſuperſtitious, as well as that he lived in an 
age when credulity could not be termed a fault, but 
ought to be deemed a misfortune; an age far from 
being enlightened like the preſent, which every day 
teems with increaſe of learning and improvement 
of knowledge. ä | FT 
In the year 1250, Baldwin being then emperor 
of Conſtantinople, ſignior Nicolo Polo, and Maffeo 
his brother, actuated by deſire of ſeeing foreign 


countries, embarked in a ſhip freighted on their 


own account, for the city before- mentioned, 
where having diſpoſed of their cargo, they croſſed 
the Pontic ſea to Soldaia, and from that port tra- 
velled by land to viſit a Tartarian prince called 
Barha, to whom they preſented ſome very curious 
jewels, and in return were honoured with gifts of 
great value. After having reſided in this place 
about a year, they had ſome thoughts of returning 
home ; but were prevented by a war breaking out . 
between Barha and another prince, named Alan; 
wherein the former was intirely defeated. This 
accident diſconcerted them extremely; however, they 
eſcaped felling into the hands of the victor, by 
taking an almoſt unfrequented road that led to Gu- 
thacam, on the banks of the Tygris. From this 
city they proceeded thro* a dry uninhabited de- 
fart to the court of Barach, a ſovereign prince, in- 
habiting the borders of Perſia, with whom they 
ſtaid three years. 5 
About this time they came acquainted with cer- 
tain great men, who arrived here in their way to 
the reſidence of the great khan of Tartary, to 
„ whom 
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whom they were charged with an embaſſy from the 
above-mentioned Alan; the two Polos were eaſily 
pPrevailed upon to be of their party, for they were 
well verſed in the Tartarian language, and under- 
took the journey together with their retinue, but 
were conſiderably retarded by the floods and fnows; 
to that it was not compleated in leſs than a year: it 
was about the year 1255 when they arrived at the 
great khan's court, to whom they ſoon made them- 
| ſelves very acceptable by their affability and know- 
-- Iedge. He took great delight in their converſa- 
tion, ſeemed. a man of ſolid ſenſe and deep pene- 
tration, and was very inquiſitive as to the general 
affairs of Europe, the cuſtoms, manners, govern- 
ment, and religion of the different countries: his 
chief queſtions related to the pope and chriſtianity ; 
for which he profeſſed a moſt protound reverence, 
wiſhing to be fully inſtructed in the creed thereof, 
and praying them to go as his ambaſſadors to the 
court of Rome, to defire that one hundred learned 
men might be ſent to explain to him, and to his ſub- 
jets, the light of the goſpel. This commiſſion 
they gladly undertook, and were accompanied by 
Chogatal, a Tartarian nobleman, who died by the 
way. ä e 5 
WMWhen they ſet out upon this tedious journey, 
they were furniſhed with golden tablet, where- 
on was impreſſed the great, khan's ſignature ; on I 
mewing which they were ectfully received in c 
every part of his dominions, their expences de- I 
frayed, and all neceſſaries immediately furniſhed : n 
notwithſtanding this paſſport they were three years tl 


between the court of the great khan and Giazza, 2 
ea - port in Armenia, where they embarked for Acron in 
in Syria, at which place they landed in April 1269. MW th 
Here they were informed, that Clement IV. being th 
dead, the papal ſee was vacant, and that the college 3 
be 


cardinals were aſſembled in the conclave to fl 
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it; Which was not done in leſs than two years. 
During this ſpace our travellers went to Jeru- 
ſalem, from whence they fetched ſome of the oil 
that burns in a lamp before the ſepulchre of 


Chriſt ; whereof the khan had particularly de- 


fired to be poſſeſſed. Beſides which journey, 
they paid a viſit to their family in Venice, and 
there Nicolo found his wife had been brought to- 
bed of a ſon named Marco, the ſame year wherein 
he left her: taking with them this young man they 
determined to return to the great khan, with an 
account of their proceedings; in the mean time, 
a new pope was choſen of the name of Gregory, 
who wrote letters to the great khan, which he for- 
warded to Acron to the care of the apoſtolical le- 
gate in that city, by whom he had been informed 
of the commiſſion wherewith the Polos had been 
entruſted : to theſe gentlemen he added two friars |} 
of learning and probity, endowed with the pri- 
vilege of ordaining prieſts and conſecrating biſhops, |} 
as tothem ſhould ſeem convenient. Theſe men of 
peace accompanied the three Polos as far as Giazza, 
where, being frightened at the hoſtile appearance 
of the ſultan of Babylon, who had invaded Ar- 


menia with a great army, they delivered the in- 3 | 


ſtructions and preſents, wherewith the pope had 
charged them to the Polos, and begged to be diſ- 


milled, as being terrified with the perils of war, 
and not able to ſupport the hardſhips of the jour. 
ney, Our Venetians, who were ſuperior to every 


mean apprehenſion, purſ ued their expedition without 
them; to compleat which took up the ſpace of 


three years and an half; and the difficulties they 


in that time endured, were innumerable. When 


they came within forty days journey of Clemeniſa, 
the great khan, Cublai, being apprized of their 


coming, ſent out meſſengers with proviſions and 
all neceſſaries, for their refreſhment, than Which 
D 6 Us 
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aſſiſtance nothing could have been more welcome. 
"This. monarch received them at his court with great 
ſatisfaction, accepting of the pope's letters and 
gifts. with the utmoſt reverence, and being parti- 
cularly thankful for the oil of the n to 
which he paid great veneration. 

He treated young Polo in a very fr iendly manner, 
ordering that he ſhould be inſtructed in the Tar- 
tarian language; wherein his progreſs was very 
conſiderable and this young gentleman ſoon ſhewed 
an excellent capacity, by making himſelf maſter of 
ſome other neceſſary tongues, together with the 
Tartarian cuſtoms, During the term of twenty- ſix 
years, in which he reſided at this court, he was 
entruſted by Cublai with the tranſacting many im- 
portant affairs in the different parts of the Eaſt; 


in all which he acquitted himſelf with great ſpirit | 


and ſtrong judgment, faithfully remarking every 


thing curious or entertaining that occurred in the 


courſe of his travels; and his journal he conſtantly 


fubmitted to the peruſal of the prince, who was 


-—aifinitely pleaſed with his wit, talents, and vivacity. 
Ambaſſadors being going to India to convey to 
a certam king named Argon, a wife which he had 
choſen out of the dominions of Cublai, the Polos 
took an opportunity of embarking with them, to 
vifit their country, propoſing a journey thence to 
Venice. The great khan expreſſed himſelf much 


-grieved at their departure, promiſing them vaſt 


riches, provided they would. decline the voyage : 
to which, however, he at length conſented, and 
furniſhed them with the golden paſſport which we 
have already mentioned. Their voyage took them 
up two years; and when at length they arrived in 
Argon's dominions, they underſtood that he was 


cead,. and that the government was devolved upon 


ene Chiacato, until the faid king's eldeſt ſon, to 
whom the young woman was grren, ſhould come 


of 
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k age, he being a minor. With Chiacato they 
WW -mained nine months, and then ſet ont for Tre- 
izonde, being accommodated with four golden 
Wblets, each a cubit in length, and five fingers in 
readth. Theſe tablets were inſcribed with max- 
Ins, ſetting forth, that God was eternal; and 
the great khan to be always praiſed and ho- 
noured, on pain of death and confiſcation of goods.” 
WT hcſe tablets produced, in many places procured 
hem very high honours; as well as large ſupplies of 
Proviſions, convoys, carriages, and attendants ; fo that 
Wometimes they were conducted under the guard of 
oo horſemen. | [oe He 
From Trebizonde they proceeded to Conſtanti- 
pople, where they embarked for Venice, at which 
place they arrived in 1295, poſleſſed of very great 
@rcalth, but ſo diſguiſed that none of their friends 
new them till they proved their identity, by pro- 
Iucing ſeveral family jewels, whereof they had been 
ways poſſeſſed ; whereupon they were properly 
ecognized. This affair happened at an entertain · 
ment which they purpoſely made for their relations, 
hereat the three Polos appeared dreſſed in robes of 
rimſon ſattin; which, after the firſt courſe; they 
ripped off, and divided among the attendants ; as 
hey did alſo after the fecond courſe, their ſuits of 
rimſon damaſk ; and under all were diſcovered ha- 
bits of crimſon velvet, in the folds whereof they 
nad concealed their moſt valuable jewels. | 


Polo was prefered to the command of one of the 
epublic's gallies, and in a ſea-fight between the 
leet of Genoa, commanded by Lampa Doria; and 
hat of Venice, under the direction of Andrea Dan» 
lolo, he was taken priſoner and carried to Genoa, 
here he remained many years in captivity, altho? 
his father offered a conſiderable ſum for his ran- 


om. While thus immured, he wrote the hiſtory of 


Some months after their arrival at home Marco 
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his adventures, from which theſe materials hae 
been collected. Having with great difficulty ob- 
tained his liberty, in proceſs of time he returned 
to Venice, where he married and had two daughters, MW 
but left no male iſſue upon his demiſe. Few men 
enjoyed a better character than Marco Polo: with ME 
great learning, vaſt knowledge of the world, aud 
the advantages of family and wealth, he was 10 
pedant, far from being arrogant, humble in this 
manners, and liberal in his diſpoſition. While be 
Vas a priſoner at Genoa, he was viſited by molt of 
the nobility, and acquired general eſteem : nor was i 
© he leis the darling of the people in his place of 
nativity, being reſpected by all ranks; his preateſ 
_ pleaſure being to confer happineſs upon worth; 
and uſing his influence in the ſtate only for the al 
vancement of merit: poſſeſſed of ſuch virtues, ſuch 
_ qualifications, no body will. be an poo that his 
Goat: was univerſally lamented *, 
In Turcomania, fays our author, there are plenty 
if good horſes and excellent mules : the country i 
divided among three claſſes of people, the Turks 
the Grecians, and the Armenians ; the firſt are { 
vage and illiterate, poſſeſſed of the mountains and 
ſtrong holds, and living only. by their cattle : the 
two laſt excel in merchandize, and inhabit the 
towns and cities, the chief of which are Iconium, 
Ceſaria, and Sebaſte ; they are in ſubjection to the 
great khan of Tartary. 1 8 
Armenia is divided into the leſſer and the greater 
the leſſer is well governed by a king : the air is but 
_ andifferent ; the foil, however, is excellent, afford: 
ing plenty of every thing neceſſary for ſubſiſtence, 
and wild fowl is found here in abundance. The 
natives were formerly brave, hardy, and ſober, but 


Marco Polo does not furniſh us with a journal of hi 
travels; he only deſcribes countries as he paſſes thro' them, 
and his * is as as his manner of ending. 
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at ail they are degenerated into drunkenneſs 
and effeminacy. Among the many remarkable 
towns, fortreſſes, and ſtrong places of the leſſer 
Armenia, one of the chief is Guizza, which is the 
great mart for ſpices and other valuable eaſtern. com- 
modities of all kinds; the harbour is -excellent, 
and the trade hither from Venice and Genoa very 
conſiderable. 

' The greater Armenia is ſubject to the Tartars, 
who find ſpecial advantage at certain times, from 
the richneſs of the paſture ; the beſt city in this 
extenſive province is Arzugia, where excellent 
buckram is manufactured: the hot ſprings here- 
abouts are deemed medicinal in their outward a 
plication. Zorzania is a tract of land lying to 
the northward of Armenia ; it is well divided; and 
affords plenty of ſilk, which yields conſiderable 
| profit to the manufacturers, who are molt of them 
chtiſtians, Their hair they keep cut quite ſhort, 
and they dreſs it up in the manner of the weſtern 
friars. On the confines of Zorzania, is a fountain 
that produces excellent lamp oil: one part of this 
region is ſubject to the Tartars, and the other go- 
verned by a king of its own ; the country is bound- 
ed on one hand by the Marmaggiore, or Euxine, 
and on another by the Baccu or Caſpian ſea. 

To the eaſtward of Armenia, lies the province of 
Moſſul or Moxul, famous for its mnſlin and gold 
ſtuffs ; here are many Mahometans, as well as 
Chriſtians of the ſects of Neſtorius and Armenius 
theſe laſt have a patriarch, who pretends to much 
the ſame 2 power as the pope; ordaining 
archbiſhops, biſhops and prieſts, who are diſperſed 
all over India, The mountains of Moxul -are in- 
felted with a ſavage banditti, who live upon rapine 
and murder, and are called Curdi. There is an- 
other province called Mus or Meridin, famous for 
its buckram and cotton works. 


In 
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In Balſora grow the beſt dates in the world. 
This city lies between the ſea and Bagdat; it is the 
reſidence of the caliph of the Saracens, and the 
ſeat of a celebrated mahometan univerſity, where. 
in are ſtudied phyſic, aſtronomy, geometry, &c, 
From this place are brought the fineſt oriental pear], 
and the richeſt figured velvets and damaſks. This 
city was taken in the year 1250, by a Tartar prince 
called Ulan, brother to Mangu, of whom Rubru— 
quis often ſpeaks. In it he found immenſe treaſure, 
and having ſeized upon the perſon of the caliph, 
he firſt reproved him for not having provided ſol- 
diers ſufficient for his defence; and then cauſed 
him to be ſhut up in a tower among the vaſt trea- 
ſures he had amaſſed, without any other ſuſtenance, 
Thus to convince him, that wealth was made for 
circulation and the uſe of ſociety, without which, 
it can be of no advantage to the poſſeſſor. 
It was ſaid of this unfortunate. prince, that in 
the year 1225, taking a diſlike to the chriſtians, 
he ſummoned them all together, and propoſed to 
them, either to abjure chriſtianity, and turn maho- 
metans; to remove a neighbouring mountain, thereby 


to fulfil that text in the goſpel, which ſays, He that 


bath faith, ſhall be able to move mountains, even as. 
grains of muſtard ;* otherwile, hethreatned them with, 
death.” Being, by this menace, reduced to-great di- 
ſtreſs, they betook themſelves: to prayer, wherein 
they continued for eight days; at the end of which 
time it was revealed to a certain biſhop, that the 
miracle ſhould be performed by a poor ſhoemaker, 
who had litterally fulfilled the ſcripture, by pulling 
out his right eye, becauſe, it had led him to exa- 
mine the delicate ſhape of the leg of a very pretty 
girl as he was trying on her ſhoe; whom he, 


in conſequence, deſired to enjoy. The day ap- 


pointed for. this wonderful taſk being at length ar- 
rived, the chriſtians followed honeſt Criſpin, pray- 
: ing 


inter 
inſer 
Ing | 
they 
with 
zent! 


-” 
A 


— 


Nee or T-65 
ing loudly to God, and having the holy croſs borne 
before them in proceſſion *. Being come pretty 
near the mountain, he with a loud voice command- 
ed it, in the name of the Holy Trinity, to move; 
which it accordingly did, to the no ſmall comfort 


4 of the chriſtians, and amazement of the caliph 


and all his followers, who were exceedingly terri- 
fied at the action; the anniverſary thereof being 
ever after obſerved as a ſtrict faſt. N 
Though there is a vaſt trade in gold and ſilver 
brocades, and other ſtuffs, carried on at Tauris, 
in the province of Hyrcania, the inhabitants are 
very poor, being a mixture of chriſtians, pagans, 
and mahometans, the latter whereof fubfift en- 
tirely upon rapine and plunder; and he among 
them who falls by the hand of a chriſtian, in any 
infamous attempt of that nature, is deemed a mar- 
tyr; on this account, many Tartars profeſs them - 
ſelves of this religion, for they reliſh nothing ſo 
much as rapine. The diftance from hence to Per- 
tia may be paſſed over in twelve days. The horſes 
of Perſia are highly eſteemed ; but the aſſes, be- 
cauſe they bear much and eat little, are ſtill more 
valuable ; they are alſo ſwifter than camels, which. 
are fit to travel through defarts, as they will live 
a long time without graſs, or indeed any food. 
The Perſians are generally mahometans ; but ſuch' 
daring, covetous villains, that merchants are oblig- 
ed to travel in caravans, or large companies, other- 
wiſe their lives as well as ſubſtance would be in 
danger. . They are ingenious in forging arms, mak- 
ing all kinds of military accoutrements, and weav- 
The reader is deſired not to charge us too readily with 
mtending to impoſe upon him; which, perhaps, from our 
inſerting two or three ſtories of this nature, he may be will- 
mg to think; they are mentioned ſeriouſly by Polo; and if 
they are found inſerted in this collection, it is done purely 
with a view to ſhew the credulity of the age wherein that 
zentleman lived. 15 
ing 
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ing gold and filver ſtuffs, and embroidering. The 
women are remarkably neat in their needle-work, 
Wheat, barley, millet and all kinds of fruits, abound 
every where in this country, as do vines, which 
Field an excellent wine; but wine being forbidden 
by their law, they boil the juice of the grape, 
whereby the taſte is entirely changed, and giving 
it a new name, drink of it to exceſs. 
The kingdom of Chiaman is ſubject to the Tar. 
tars, and borders upon the eaſtern confines of 
Perſia; in the mountains thereof are found fine 
turquoiſes and other valuable gems; with red- 
_ breaſted falcons, which are very tra&table. 
From hence you paſs over a bleak, uninhabited 
deſart to Comandu, a city formerly of ſome emi- 
nence, but deſtroyed lately by the Tartars ; it lies 
in a country called Reobarle, where they have 
| ſheep as large as aſſes, with tails of thirty pounds 
weight ; they are good meat :. here are alſo white, 
thin-haired oxen, with ſhort. blunt horns, and a 
bunch on the back like that of a camel. They are 
large and ſtrong, fit to bear burthens, in receiving 
which, they are taught to bend the knee : the 
camels are alſo inſtructed in the ſame manner, 
Pomegranates, peaches, quinces, and variety 0 
other fruits grow here in great plenty. Here are 
many good towns, with ſtrong walls of earth to 
defend them from the inſults of the Muſtees; 1 
race of men got between Tartars and Indians, who 
ravage the country under the command of one Nugs 
dar, nephew to Zagathai ; who having taken Deh, 
and ſome other cities, has eſtabliſhed an indepen: 
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dant ſovereignty for himſelf. 7s 
Leaving Reobarle, you enter a certain pleaſant , 6 
tract of land called Ormus *; it is well watered at f 
Fees! 5 aq deed, 

*The coaſt oppoſite to the iſland of Ormus, our auth place 
alſo diſtinguiſhes by the ſame name; and the country of which 1 
j | Pe 


be has ſpoken juſt before, is the province of Khan 
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ſince, that neglecting to pay his tribute, the afore- 


; night winds, often overwhelm whole Caravans, 


Sudden th* impetuous hurricanes deſcend z 
Wheel through the air, in cireling eddies play; 
Tear up the ſands, and ſweep whole plains away; 


Sees the dry deſart all around him riſe, 
And ſmother'd in the duſty whirlwind dies. 


The ſummer here is ſo exceſſive hot, that the 


o cool: their food is. ſalt-fiſn, onions and dates 
or they have neither corn nor fleſh meat. Their 
omplexion is black; their religion that of Maho- 


ccaſioning the loſs of many fhips. It cannot in- 
led be ſaid, that their ſhips are ſtrong ; for they 
te payed with fiſh-fat, inſtead of pitch, and 


ade of the ſhell or rind of a certain large fruit, 
hich may be dreſſed like leather, and out of 


ut one fail, one beam, one deck, and one maſt, 
nd are without any iron- work. f 

The road from Ormus to Chermain, is through 
flat fertile country, wherein are good hot baths; 


places in Marco Polo, the identity of which we ſhall not 
co "pon us to aſcertain, as they are obſcured by his hav- 
ao. is milpelled or miſcalled them. 55 


here 


and has groves of palm, wherein are variety of 
fowl. Near at hand is an iſland of the ſame name, 
which is a great mart for all the treaſures of the 
Indies. The king is heir to whoever dies; he is 
ſubje& to the king of Chermain, and it is not long 


aid ſovereign ſent. 1600 horſe and 5000 foot to 
demand it, who were all ſtifled in the ſands, which 
cover the country ; - and which being raiſed by the | 


| The helpleſs traveller, with wild ſurprize, | 2 
atives build houſes in the water, wherein they lie 


net: the wife mourns one year for her deceaſed 
uſband ; and women are hired to lament at his 
Funeral, The fea hereabouts is very tempeſtuous, 


ound together with wooden pins and thongs, 


hich alſo tough cordage is made. They have 


deed, upon the whole, we ſhall find mention made of ma- 
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here is bread, but it is ſo very bitter, that it 5; 
ſcarcely eatable ; this quality it contracts from the 
| water. IS, as * 5 K . | 
It is ten days riding from Chermain to the city 
of Cobinham, and the laſt day's journey is over a 
deſart, wherein no water is found, except here lll # 
and there a pond,” which contains ſome, green to . 


the eye, and ſalt and bitter to the taſte ; the drink. 
ing of it is followed by a ſevere purging in cattle, Wl © 
as well as in men. Cobinham is a -well-peopled ll © 
mahometan city, famous for its ſteel mirrors, as i * 
well as for its manufactures of tutty and ſpodio, tl 
reckoned good for the diforders of the eye, &c. be 
It is a ſort of earth, which being boiled in a fur- WW 
nace, the vapour is ſtopped as it aſcends, and when ha 
cool exhibits a glutinous matter called tutty, or Wl © 
tutia ; the groſſer matter that remains below is call 1 
„„ 5 | 4 

From hence to the kingdom of Timochaim, 8 . 
there is a wild inhoſpitable deſart, without either iſ 
tree, grain, or water ; the journey over it takes up for 


eight days ; and whoever paſles it, muſt carry with 
him a good ſtock of proviſions and water. The air 
of Timochaim is temperate, the people are wel 
made, the women handſome, and the cities plenti 
ful and populous. In a neighbouring plain, ſtands 
a huge tree, called the tree of the ſun, or the dry 
tree; the wood is like that of box, it bears a huſky 
ſhell, reſembling a cheſnut, but empty; and it 
leaves are white on one fide, and green on the 
other. There are no other trees within an hun 
dred miles of the ſpot, a few excepted that flouriſh 
| at the diſtance of ten miles on one fide. Hei 
9 Alexander the Great encountred Darius. The 
5 country of the old man of the mountain being 
largely mentioned in the travels of Rubruquis, t 
ſhall here paſs it over, and proceed to the city 0 
Sapurgan, where there are very fine melons, © 


tremelj 


— 


tremely feet ; near it lies Batach, 8 a ſump- 
tuous place, and remarkable for the nuptials of 
Alexander and Statira; but it has been ruined by 
the Tartars. 

Eaſt-north-eaſt of it, chews is an uninhabited 
plain much infeſted. with lions ; and this leads to 
the caſtle of Thaican, where there are pleaſant 
meadows, and plenty of corn. To the ſouth, 
are very high mountains of hard white ſalt, and 
on the neighbouring hills are found fine almonds 
and piſtachio nuts. Going hence again, E. N. E. 
the ſoil appears fertile; the men dreſs in ſkins of 
beaſts, and go bare · headed; their hair being bound 
up with a ſtring. They are murderers, and drink 
hard, having excellent wine, which they boil, to 
evade the law. The city of Seoffem is three days 
fburney from hence; the inhabitants of this coun- 
try have a language peculiar to themſelves, and 
the ſhepherds live in caves in the mountains. Here is 
tound the porcupine, a beaſt that being hunted 
with dogs, darts quills from its body with ſuch 
force as to wound its purſuers, 
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CHAP. Il. 


Balaxiam and Baſcia deſcribed ; of the inchanters, au 
bother curious matters relating to the place laſt men. 
tioned. Of the baſe diſpoſition of the people i 
Cuſchar ; of the great deſart of Lop, and the ii 
of the ſame name; religious ceremonies of the inha. 
bitants of Sachion in the kingdom of Tanquet; 
of the proſtitution of the women of Camul, ani 
their hoſpitable reception of ſirangers ; ſome cuſtom 
peculiar to the people of Campion. Of the palui 
and other rarities | belonging to Cublai-Khan 
That monarch deſcribed; a flory of bim; | 


deſcription of the great city of Canibalu ; of + | 
manner of celebrating the firſt day of the year, ani 
the anniverſary of the khan's birth among the Tat- 
tars. Of that monarch's prudence, power ai 
revenues. | 
n is a kingdom three days jour n 
ney from Seoffem ; the climate is rather coli n 
than otherwiſe, and living on the high lands there & 
of cures the ague ; a truth which Marco mentions BW th 
from experience: the ſoil is good, producing be th 
{ſides many other commodities, nuts and muſtard; BM th 
both which yield an excellent oil; alſo corn and BF al. 
barley free from huſæs. The men are good arch ab 
ers and dreſs in ſkins, but the women wear co“ are 
tons, having ſixty or eighty yards in a gown ; o ret 
that they look very . bulky, and this is thought ter 
grandeur. The mountains afford horſes ſwift, har. eſt 
dy, and ftrong ; with hoofs ſo tough, as never u ty 
need ſhoeing ; alſo mines of ſilver, braſs, lead, l. wil, 


pis lazuli, and precious ſtones ; ſuch as balaſſes, a this 
the pale ruby, which no man can dig or expo it is 
without the king's leave, who calls himſelf an Alex tray 


andrian, pretending to be lineally deſcended . 
| en 


WAKE CO EUALDO ' .. 2 
Alexander and Statira. In the hands of the king's 
uncle, ſays our author, ſome years ſince, were 
horſes of the true Bucephalan breed, but they were 
all deſtroyed by his wife, becauſe her | huſband 
was beheaded by his nephew's order, for refuſing 
to ſhare them with him. 1 
From hence it is a journey of ten days to Baſcia; 
the natives of which country are crafty, cruel ido- 
laters; and wear gold and ſilver ear- rings ſet with 
pearls and precious ſtones; their food is fiſh and 
rice. : 

Seven days farther on is Cheſmer, where there 
are inchanters, who by addreſſing their idols in a 
particular manner, cauſe them not only to ſpeak, 
but to involve the day in darkneſs; when the ſun, 


Shorn of his beams 8 | 
In dim eclipſe diſaſtrous twilight ſheds. - 


On the borders of the Indian ſea, which we are 
now near, the air 1s temperate, and the inhabitants 
not quite black; they are very long-lived, lean, 
chaſte, and religious idolaters : it is againſt 
their law to ſhed blood; ſo that what fleſh meat 
they eat, which is not much, muſt be killed by 
the Saracens, many of whom are diſperſed all 
along the coaſt. They have hermits who live quite 
abſtrated from the reſt of mankind ; among whom 
are ſeveral reputed ſaints. Our author from hence 
returned through Balaxiam, directing his courſe at- 
terwards E. N. E. till he came to one of the high- 
eſt mountains in the world ; near which, between 
two other mountains, there is fine paſturage, with 
wild ſheep, whoſe horns are ſix ſpans long. Over 
this plain it is twelve days journey ; the name of 
it is Pumer, and it is quite uninhabited, ſo that 
travellers muſt carry with them all neceſſaries; nor 
on will a fire kindled here burn ſo brightly, or — 

| | uc 
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fuch heat as in moſt other places. From hence to the 
Province of Caſchar, it is forty days journey; Caſ- 
char is tributary to the great khan; the people 
are mahometans, with ſome few chriſtians inter- 
mixed ; and they live by trade, but are, perhaps, 
the Wan avaritious, covetous. wretches that ever 
exiſted, feeding 72475 on offals to ſave money, 
Here ſtands the celebrated city of Sarmacand, 
wherein is a church ſacred to St. John Ba „ the 
roof of which is ſupported by a ſingle pillar: "this 
once reſted on a ſtone that belonged to the Sara- 
cens, who procured the king's order to have it re 
Rored to them ; and 455 chriſtians fearing the over- 
| throw of their chur betook themſelves to pray- 
er, in conſequence whereof, the pillar and roof 
ſpontaneouſly raiſed themſelves, till the Saracens 
took away their ſtone, and then they reſettled. 

Beyond this city are many other provinces, the 
inhabitants of which are in general mahometang, 
and live by trade, having plenty of proviſions, corn, 
wine, &c. in ſome of them the people have ſwell- 
ed legs, and lumps in their throats, occaſioned by 
drinking ſnow water; in others, if a huſband is 
abſent twenty days from home, his wife may ſup- 
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ply his place with another; and the huſband 1 the 
the ſame privilege in regard of his wife. pre 
The road from Ciaſciran, which is tributary to cult 
the Tartars, all the way to Prein is a deep ſand, BN fizr 
and when the country is invaded by an enemy, the Bil then 
people fly with their corn and moſt valuable effects ¶ to ti 
to a part of this road, where they know there 15 ¶ he u 


good water, where they remain in fafety till their nom 
enemy departs; for their footſteps being ſoon de- on 
faced by the wind, they cannot be purſued. 
Beyond this province is the city of Lop, he 
at the entrance of a huge defart; to traverſe th 
length of which would take up a whole year, 1 


the ſhorteſt * mrough it is not made in Fo 
at 
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that a month. Teen ihat croſs over it, 
are often oblige to kill their aſſes and camels for 
ſabGiſkance : che Water in many parts of this de- 
fart is ſalt and ittet; and Where it is moſt plenti- 
ful; ſcarcely enoughi is found at ons time to ſuffice an 
hundred people. So dreary e is this 


metinekoty ſpot of earth, that neither beaſt nor bird 
inhabitg it; ang ft is filled with' treacherous ſpirits, 
who'rgvice in doing miſchief to. mankind ;' leading 
chem out of their Way, and dividing them from. 
their company, by guiding them with falſe lights; 
calling them from different quarters by their names, 
and ſometimes filling the air with , the fineſt con- 
certs that than could wiſh to enjoy; at other 
times, conferring together under the voice and ap- 
pearance of the reſt of the caravans, ſo that many 
travellers are loſt by their ſtrange illuſions, to follow. 
which is attended with certain death ; and to avoid 
which, fo powerful is their influence, is ſcarcely, 
poſſible ;* however, bells are hung round the necks; 
of the beaſts, and marks ſet up on the road as they 
travel, to prevent ſuch of their company as chance 
to loĩter through fatigue, from loſing their way. 
Haring paſſed over this defart to the E. N. E. 
the city of Sachion, in the kingdom of Tangut, 
preſents itfelf to view. The inhabitants live by 
cultivating the earth ; among them are ſome. Chri-, 
aus and Mahometaris, but the major part of 
them are idolaters, who have a language peculiar . 
to themſelves. Here are many pagan temples, and 


* 
*- 


be who has a fon prefents him, with much cere--. 
mony and great reverence, . to his favourite idol, 
on the next great feſtival after His birth; offering 
at tke fame tittie a ſheep, which has been for ſome. 
ine fed to that end, and which is afterwards boit- 

ech and ſet ſindakiug before the idol, which, they 
ire e feeds" upon the ſteams. Prayers: for the 
"Yor preſervation being over, the fleſh is car- 

. 1. — 


ried 
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- Hal home, where it is fed upon with great joy and 
' "devotion by all the family; the head, feet, ſkin, 
and intrails, are given to the prieſts, and the bones 
are laid carefully by in a particular veſſel. 
The bodies of their dead they embalm with (pi 
ces, and lay them up in cheſts, ſo artificially. joint. 
ed, and curiouſly covered with painted cloth, that 
no part of the effluvia can eſcape: theſe are ſome- 
times kept in the houſe ſix months, before they are 
carried to the funeral pile; the day for which ce- 
remony is appointed by an aſtrologer, who examines 
the horoſcope of the deceaſed for that purpoſe, 
He even pretends to aſcertain through what parti- 
cular road the body is to be carried; out of what 
| part of the houſe it muſt paſs, often breaking down 
the wall for that end; for they aſſert, that the ſpi- 
rit hovers over the corple, and is particularly af- 
feed with all theſe diſpoſitions. To his diſcon- 
tent, they alſo attribute any unlucky accident that 
happens for fome time in the family. To ſatisfy 
his W a table is regularly ſpread at meal 
times, while the body continues in the houſe, and 
under wooden cottages covered with filk (purpoſely 
. erected to reſt it in on the road) through which it 
is borne to the pile, where, along with it, are con- 
ſamed repreſentations of camels, houſes, trees, 
fruits, garments, money, attendants, &c. curiouſly 
painted on paper, the realities of all which, they 
imagine, ſhall belong to the deceaſed in the next 
world; where he is to live in great f. plendor. 
| Camul is the chief city of a province of the 
ſame name, in the kingdom of Tangut; the natives 
of it are idolaters, intirely given up to pleaſure, 
ſpending all their time in ſinging, dancing, carou- 
fals, merry-makings and amours. A ranger com- 
ing to this city Is hoſpitably received in the firſ 
_ --* houſe which he enters. The maſter of it intreats, 
tdtutat during his tay, he will command every thing 
2 SP herein, 


an AA U 0 f 0. 75 


Hereid 5 as if it were his own, and then leaving it 

to him, returns not till he is about to depart; the 
oel, in the mean time, living with the wives, 
daughters, ſiſters, &c. juſt as he fancies; to which 
communication their beauty is no mall incentive. 
This indelicate cuſtom is, fay they, particularly 
agreeable to their gods, and on its being aboliſhed 
by an edict of Mz angu-Khan, the earth became 
leſs fertile, and the whole face of the country be- 
gan to change for the worſe; ſo that they ſent a 
ſolemn embaſſy to the Khan to intreat him to re- 
verſe it; a petition with” which he was ' pleaſed to 
com ly.” ef SDA C0 

0 rlchintalas 9s the next province to Camul; it 
les to the” northward of the great deſart, is fix 
deen days journey in length, and ſubject to the 
great Khan, Here are many good towns inhabited 
by Neſtorians, Mahometans, and idolaters. In the 
mountains of Chinchintalas j is found the asbeſtos, a 
certain'mineral, of which cloth is made, that will 
not conſume in fire; here are alſo mines of ſteel.” 

Ten days journey hence, E. N. E. is the pro- 
vince of Succir, wherein is ſome excellent rhubarb; 
and on the mountains grows an herb, the eating of 
which Cauſes beaſts to caſt their hoofs. In the 
city of Campion are many Chriſtians, Mahometans, 
and idolaters; the laſt are the moſt numerous, 
having ſeveral temples ; in ſome of which are idols 
et a prodigious height, ſurrounded by others 


T 


They are well formed, either of clay, ſtone or wood, 
and inlaid with gold; their prieſts are chaſte and 
pious, abſtaining from killing either beaſt or bird, 
Ir eating any fleſh, on certain days of the moon, 
by which they reckon their year. It is deemed a 
time here for a man to debauch a woman; but 
[ the woman ſolicit the man, it is made no ac- 
Wnt of. A layman may marry as (navy wives 'as 
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much ſmaller, that {cert to do them reverence. 


K7 
1 
2644 


ceives any dowry. with his wife, but makey: her an 
allowance of cattle, money, ſervants, Sue, accord- 
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be pleaſes, and is able to maintain; berg thoſe, 
may be the neareſt female relations, even the mo- 
ther · in- a/; the huſband is at liberty to divorce 
them, ſnewing reaſonable. cauſe ; he: ſeldom fe- 


ing to his ability. All the places which We have 
hitherto named are in the dom, of Tapgu, 
and ſubject. to the great khan of 'Tartary. | 

Having croſſed the great defart of Lops, you ar · 
rive at Caracarum, the chief city of the Tartars, 
in which the great khan, inhabits during ſome parts 

of the year. When he dies, the body is carried to 

the mountains of Altai to be intereed;- and thoſe 

who conduct the funeral, murder whatever: paſſen- 

gers they meet in the road to furniſh attendants to 

| ſovereign's ſoul in the other world; 10,000 

of thele ſacrifices were ſaid to opal deen offered up 
to the manes of Mangy-Kha 

We ſhall: paſs over the . given of he the 
cuſtoms and manners. of the Tartars by Marco 
Polo, having fpoken largely of them in the travels 
of Rubruquis; they 7 otherwiſe have been in- 
ferted in this place: we ſhall only take note of 
one Which is very particular. That is, when a 
young, man and a young woman die, without being 
mazried; their parents meeting, draw up a contract 
between them, whereby, it is ſappoſed they are 
joined in marriage in the other life, and that they 
ſhall have money, attendants, cattle, &c. to com- 
mand in proportion to the repreſentations: of theſe 
things upon bits of paper, which are burned at 
the time of ſigning the contract. 

Altar a journey of forty, days, our W arrived 
upon che borders of the ocean; and turning back 
to the city of Campion, paſſed through Cathay in- 
to, Cinguy,, famous for it's wild oxen, the hair o 
hw b as — — 3 dealt 


ot 
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ot larger than 2 ſized goat, under the 
belly of which, there grows an impoſtume, which 
being cut out and dried in the Tun, proves to be 
excellent muſk. This beaſt is taken by hunting, 
the fleſh of it is very palatable, and the muſk beſt 
at full moon. The inhabitants are all verfed in 
trade, being moſt of them idolaters, with fat bo- 
dies, fittle noſes, black hair, and ttle or no beards. 
Beauty in a woman is a better recommendation 
here than birth or fortune; and a man of quality 
often takes a poor girl to wife, who is handfome, 
aligning a dowry to her mother. This province 
extends & journey of twenty-five days length; it 
abounds with corn, and has very fine pheaſants, 


plathage. Farther caſt; lies the city of Calacia, 
wherein camblets are manufactured, being a 


mixture of fine wool and camels hair; and this 
dy leads to the country of Preſtet. jon, alſo to 
the lands of Og and Magog; beyond which is Ca - 
_ thay, and the monntains of. difa, wherein are 


nites of gold and filver, and plenty of game. 


lying in the laſt mentioned province, is the city of 


has a pleaſant palace, watered with many lakes 
ad-rivers3 on the banks whereof are variety of 
birds, as ſwans, pheaſants, partridges, and cranes; 
of the laſt there are five ſorts ; the firſt have black 
wings like a crow; the ſecond have feathers ſpeck- 
led like theſe of a peacock with black and white 
necks ; the third are coloured red and blue ; the 


fifth, and the laſt, are like thoſe that are common 
in Europe. Here are partridges OO up parti- 
cularly for the ule of 8 khan, North-eaſt of, 


Junga- 


o 
* 
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with variety of other birds of the moſt beautiful 


Three days journey om Sindicin, l c 
for its e Wien 0 military accontrements, and 


Jaugamur, or the White-Lake; where the Khan 


fonrth are 'preyiſh, with black and red heads; ; the 
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Jungamur is the city of Ciandu; “ here the great 


khan Cublai has built an elegant marble palace; 


which, with its precincts, occupies ſixteen miles of 
ground: it joins the city walls, and includes fine 


parks filled with fallow deer, and rivers well ſtock- 
ed with fiſh. . Here the great khan reſides in June, 


July, and Auguſt ; he takes great delight in hunt- 
ing deer with leopards that ſit on the horſe's 
haunch, whence they ſpring upon their prey; here 
he has good falcons and mewed. hawks, In the 
middle of a large and beautiful wood, he has erect- 
ed a palace upon ſtately , pillars gilded. and  var- 
niſhed, each of them crowned with a golden 
dragon, that contributes to ſupport-. the roof 
with expanded wings, his tail wreathing down- 
ward round the pillar ; this houſe is eaſily. taken 
in pieces for removal, the ſtructure of it depend- 
ing on 200 ſilken cords. To the khan belongs a 

herd of milk-white horſes and mares, in number, 
10, ooo; the milk of which is ſacred to the uſe of 
the im perial family, and to that of Boriat, a man 
renowned for his valour ; theſe beaſts are greatly 
reſpected, none daring. to injure them at any rate. 


On the 20th of the Auguſt moon, the khan, by: 
order of the prieſts, ſprinkles ſome of that milk in 
honour of all his idols; and ſpirits, to ee 


them to rotect his t e 
Ther are two ſects of idolaters Lone.” one called 


Cheberh, the other Cheſmu; their prieſts feed on 
the fleſh of criminals, but do not meddle with the 


bodies of thoſe who die a natural death. They 


are ſkilled | in | magic, and at the great feaſts made 


® Ciandu, « or Shan-tv, lay. vpon the 41 8 of the river 


Shantu, in the province of Ker chen, north latitude / 4. 22 


from which ſituation we judge it tolie to the N. E. of Cum · 
bala. It is a little ſurpriſing, that people, ſo exact as the je- 


ſoits generally are, ſhould have omitted this town. in their 
aps. Gerbillon tells us, that he ſaw its ruins. 
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in the khan's palace, they cauſe the goblets to bs 
filled and handed round by inviſible ſpirits: Mira. 
cles of this nature they are always ready'to perform 
when the khan pleaſeth to command them, When 
they make feaſts, in honour of their gods, they re- 
queſt of the khan, ſheep with black' heads, lin“ 
cenſe and aloes; for without due honours paid to 
their idols, they: imagine their cattle would be 
blaſted, and their corn blighted. The broth of 
the fleſh they ſprinkle bofors the altar, by way of 
oblation. Some of them lead very auſtere lives, 
living ſequeſtered from the world, never marrying, 
and cating nothing but meal and water. Others 05 
them wor ſtüp the fire, ſhave their heads and beards! 
wear heinpen garments either black or ' yellow? 
and fleep upon coarſe mats. There are large mo- 
naſteries of theſe N wy; of them conte 
200d ſouͤs. | 
Cublai-Khan was a middle ſized man, and well 
proportioned,” with large black eyes, and a freſh 
complexion. he was reckoned” wiſe, ſtrong, and 
active; being deſcended from! Zingis, of whom we 
have heretofore. largely ſpoken; of his valour he 
had given many inſtances, In the year 1286, his 
uncle, whoſe name was Naiam; aided by another 
Tartar lord, rebelled againſt him, having an army 
of zoo, oo men; but he ſurprized and routed 
them with 1466;000 men, and made Naiam pri- 
ſoner, whom he cauſed to be ſewed up in a fack; 
and toſſed about till he was beaten to death; this 
manner of puniſhment was deviſed to' prevent his 
being expats d as à ſpectacle, becauſe he was of the 
blood royal. This man had been baptized, and car< 
ried a croſs for his banner; in conſequence whereof, 
the Jews mocked the Chriſtians who were'in Cubs: 
His camp; but Cublai himſelf reprimanded” them 
for ſo doing; obſerving, that the chriſtian God 
Was too juſt to aſſiſt a rebel. He was thought 
E * him- 


fo THE TRAVELS OF | 
| 2 io be weil affected to ghriſtianity; though 
ſeemed equally to regard Chriſtians, Saracens, 
and Pagans,! No man was more careful to pro- 
— oy Valiant: his .commenders were furniſhed 
With N 8 Wwhereon were inſcribed cha- 
mew ſignifying theſe words: By the firength 
hy je f the. great God, by the grace which 
4. he hath given, to; gur empire; the name of the 
10 khan ſhall be hleſſed, and thoſe who oppoſe hin 
% ſhall be cut off and deftroyed;” The value of 
theſe tablets was proportioned to, the dignity-of the 
command where with the bearer of them — 
The generals who may here ommand an army, have 
F heren are engraven 
he, figure, of, a ger falcon; others are impreſſed 
Wy repreſentations of the ſun and Moon; by 
cheſe they. are entitled to demand whatever is ne- 
ceſſary to them; and when they go abroad, they 
are horne in a Fixer chair, with a eanopy 10 cover 
= 7 The khan bs & great number of 'women, of. 
 kcers being conſtantly employed; not anly through 
his dominions, but in all the eeighbonting COU! 
tries, id nd gut the moſf besntifhl females for. his 
vſe; and theſe, hen brought to court, are put 
under che gars gf particular women, ho oblerie 
VPhether they org, or haye any remarkable de- 
ec fon in that; eaſe} they art nos introduced to 
the royal: preſanges. The Tarters think it 4 great 
hongur 49 þgve-theis- 3 thus preferred; 
and their beigg ſent home e ieee 29 
WE difgracs;, -.- 
ing the month pf December, Flowers and 
. 1. the khag reſides in the cixy of * Cumbely, 
* -Cumnbtu;: otherwice. Khan-palu, or Han: Pali, ben 
figs the king's palace 5 it is at this day called Peking, and 
ſometimes Kantien- Fu by ihe Chineſe ; at leaſt Peking is very 
ar- the lame ſhot, 1 ſome modern writers Tj ag 
Wow this alfertivn ; potes wher eupon are too dry* and 


| laren of entertainment to enigroſs our attention. ; 
A as ; 25 1 
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t the kiogdom of Cathay; and on the ſouth part 
of the new city is a ſquare, each ſide of which is 
eight miles long, ſufrounded with a high wall, a 
deep ditch, and one gate on every fide ; beyond 
this, there is an area, a mile in circuit, which be- 
ing paſt, another ſquare of ſix miles preſents itſelf 

to view; in each corner of which, and the middle. 
of each ſide, is a fair palace, wherein are kept 
the khan's horſes, bows, arrows, artillery, and 
other implements of war. Within this circuit is 

_ apothes high wall, encloſing eight other palaces 
filled with proviſions, and between the walls are 
fige meadows, ſtocked” with deer, and variety of 
other game; within this alſo is the palace for the 
khan's perſon, with no cieling, but a high roof, 

beantifully painted of various colours; the chambers 

ate all conveniently diſpoſed,” and elegantly adorn- 
ed with carved work of dragons, foldiers, birds, 
beaſts, c. ſuperbly gilded. Behindthis palace are pri - 
rate receſſes for the khan's treaſures and his women. 
Oppoſite to this palace was another built pur- 
polely for Zingis, the ſon of Cublai ; to the north 
of which ſtood a mountain, called the Ever-green 
mountain; it was a mile abont, and was made of 
de earth of a neighbouring ſpot, where now there 
s a deep ſtream; well furniſhed with fiſh, which 
de conſined within certain bounds by grates; this 
mountain 1s covered with trees of perpetual verdure, 
which are brought with their robots covered With 
arth on the backs of elephants, from a great di- 


lance. * LE 7 WTO | 
The khan underſtanding from his aſtrologers, 
chat a rebellion would be raiſed in Cumbalu, laid 
the foundation of the new city of Taidu, on the 
other ſide of the river, in form of a ſquare, each 
ide of which was fix miles long; round it were high 
earthen-walls, ten paces thick at the Bottom; and 
leer upwards to three; with white battle> 

E 5 ments, 
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ments, and twelve gates; over each ef theſe 
was a ſuperb palace; and, in each angle of the 
wall lodged arms for a thouſand men: the houſes 
of this city were all regularly magnificent, with 
gardens and court yards; and. the ſtreets running 
in ſtreight lines from gate to gate, formed noble 
avenues. No man is permitted to walk the ſtreets 
after a certain hour in the night, notice whereof 
is given by a bell, which hangs in a ſuperb dome, 
in the midſt of the city, except upon urgent buſi- 
neſs, and then he muſt carry lights. The guards 
convey to priſon all ſuch perſons as they find late in 
the ſtreets, who are ſure of a ſound beating, if 
they do not give a good account of themſelves; 
ftrokes being often ſo heartily beſtowed upon them, 
that they never recover of the bruiſes. Beating 
is a uſual puniſhment in this country; where ſhed- 
ing of human blood is by the prieſts ſeverely con- 
demned. The burial and burning places of the 
dead are in the ſuburbs of Cumbaln, whereof there 
are twelve, one for every gate, and each near four 
miles long. Here are certain officers, whoſe buſi- 
neſs is to receive foreign ambaſſadors and their 
retinue, - to "defray. their expences, and ſupply 
each individual perſon with a change of women 
every night at free coſt. In the city and faburbs 
are reckoned about 25000 harlots ; 3000 ſoldiers, 
under the command of a particular captain, daily 
mount guard in the royal palace, and are relieved 
once io three ds. 
The hall wherein the khan dines in public is pro- 
digioyſiy large; his table is in an elevated ſituation, 
and the tables of all his nobles are one degree lower 
than the other, according to their rank, he overlook- 
ing them all: the mouths of all near him are covered 
with filk, to prevent their breathing on him or his 
meat; his drink is ferved up by a lady, Who when 
the. hands the gobletz ſteps back three paces and 


Kneels; 
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kneels ; at the ſame time, the barons 3 ſoldiers, 
who eat on carpets ſpread on the floor, kneel alſo, 
and the muſicians play an overture. 

The firſt of February, which is the firſt day of: 
their new year; is celebrated with great ſolemnity; 
as is the birth-day of the khan, who then dreſſes : 
in gold brocade; as do 2000 of his people, hav- 

ing gold and ſilver girdles about their waſtes: n 
this day, all his vaſſals and dependants make him 
preſents, each as he is able; the members of every 
religion are obliged to pray for his proſperity. 
Theſe rich garments are worn alſo. on thirteen ſoe 
lemn feaſts, of which there is one in every moon. 
On the firſt day of the new year, the whole court 
dreſſes in White, being the emblem of proſperity, 
and they preſent to each other valuable gems, 
white cloaths, and white horſes; endeavouring, if 
their ſubſtance will permit, to make the number of 
whatever they give nine times nine, which they 
deem a holy number. On this day the khan's ca- 
mels cee with rich ſilks, and his elephants ar- 
rayed in tapeſtry, whereon are pourtrayed various 
hgures, copied from nature, paſs before him in re- 
view. ' The laſt are faid to be in number 000; 
and each of them on that day bears two cheſts 
filled with veſſels of gold and ſilver. At the door 
of the kkan's hall of audience, ſtand two gigan- 
tic fellows with cudgels, wherewith they ſeverely 
belabour any perſons that are ſo unlucky as to ſtum- 
ble upon the threſhold, whom they ſtrip, nor can 
the garments be recovered under a very ſever e ran - 
ſom, paid either in de bs in JO lufferance 
of a beating. | pond: 

All the khan's houfhold, as : phyſi icians, a 
gers, noblemen, ſoldiers; &c. affemble on the 
morning of the day laſt mentioned, in the: great 
hall, where the chief prieſt riſing up, prays for the 
khan aloud ; and at the end of every {egtence' * 

| E fr e 2 
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people 'anſwer,- „“ God grant.“ Then he adyances 
toa red tablet, lying on a very rich altar, inſeribed 
with the name of the khan, which he perfumes. 
with- a cenſer in the moſt reverend manner; and 
this: ceremony is: ſucceeded by the interchanging of 
the, preſents, of: which ue have already taken no- 
tice. When ttt eſe rites are at an end, dinner is fer 
ved up with great ſolemnity; and laſtly, a tame lion 
is produced, which falling at the khan's feet, ca- 
roſſes them, according as he has been taught to do. 
We have before mentioned the delight the khan takes 
in hunting; but it is a little ſurpriſing, that wolves, 
l:opards, and lions ſhanld bs trained to the chace of 
brars, ſtags, rein-deer, and boars; however, they 
muſt be led on againſt the wind, that the game may 
not ſcent them; and the lions, which are the moſt . 
ſiorce and unmanageable beaſts, are broke in wag · 
gons, and taught by hounds; in his menagery, 
there are alſo tame eagles, bred up to ſeize hares, 
dyeers, roe-bucks, and foxes; nay, ſametimes, 
they will carry off wolves. When the! khan goes 
upon his march, in the ſummer - ſeaſon, his houſe 
is fixed upon the back of an elephant, and the top 
aq it may be removed, ſo that he can behold the 
falcons purſuing their game, as he lolls upon his 
couch. The number of his falconers are faid/to be 
18000; and the train of people that -follow him 
takes np the ſpace of a. day's jonrney; his dogs 
amount to 5000; and his gamekeepers, indepen- 
dent of his falcaners, are 2000: they are: divided. 
into two companies, each under a different leader, and 
their lizeries ars ſky· coloured and ſcarlet. During 
the month of March, the khan takes the diverſion 
of hunting and hawking. upon the plain of Cazar- 
moden; his pavilion, which is ſurrounded by 
_ tents” without number, is fu pported by. ſilken 
cord and three pillars curiouſly carved; the out- 


kde of it is covered with: lion's ſkins, wid _ | 
e 
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ſale hung with furs and-fables;;'the value of which 
ſkins here is very: extenardiuary, 4 veſt of them 
ſelling for 2000 ſultanins. s UB e 
Te game taken during this month.is incredible; 
but it is to be remarked;. na body is to 
hunt or fowl within certain limits, without the 
* ſpecial permiſſion, fo that there is ſufficient 
The current coin of: theſe provinces is the 
—4 bark of the mulberry tree, ſtamped with 
the khan's name; and no perſon, on pain of death, 
muſt refuſe: or ccunterfeit. it, nor even attempt:to 
paſs any other coin: ſo that merchants brin ing 
hither ſkins and ther! neceſſaries, are obli 
pay themfelves, by exporting ſuch: commodities or? 
the country yields. Having feveral times mentioned 
the barons, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that they are 
in number twenty-four ; twelve of whom compoſe 
2 council of rar, and promote: or diſgrace officers 
in the army as they think proper, being accounts: 
able only ta the: king for — judgments which'they 
paſs : the other a prefide 4 — affairs, 
nominating governors of provinces, und taking ac- 
me 9 public treaſure. Fhis court is ſe- 
condary to the former, tho? fubſervient mens 
ſon but the Khan himſelf. nns 
I the fruits of any of che Khan Nrorineer arb 
deſtroyed by tem peſts, locnſts, blights, or any other 
accidents, he not only remits the people one yd 
tax or tribute, dut alſo; ſends them grain and pro- 
viſion out of his on granaries, which he always 
takes care to keep well ſtocked. He likewiſe ſends 
attle to thoſe whoſe flocks or herds chance to be 
deſti oyed by murrain and will not receive his tenths 
from him among whoſe: beaſts have fallen a thün- 
derbolt, for wh him he ſuppoſes God to be angry. 
- a family, reduced by misfortunes, repreſents to 
bim their caſt, a certain officer is ordered to mako 
bem an allowance according to the rank they for- 
1 merly 
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merly ſupported in life: however, this relief is only 
in caſe they cannot work or maintain themſelves, 
It was an antient cuſtom with the: Tartars, to de- 


ſpiſe the poor as the out- caſt of God; but now, on 
the contrary, charity is one of their firſt virtues, 
and their prieſts teach, that it is moſt acceptable to 


heaven: ſo that the beggar i is never ſent away empty; 


and not a day paſſed at the court of Cublai, where- 
in 20,000: buſhels of rice, millet, and other grain 
were not diſtributed in charity. - 

From the city of Cambalu, all thro” the em pire, 
there are fine firm roads, and magnificent inns, called 
lumbs, for the reception of travellers, at the di- 
ſtance of every twenty or thirty, miles; here are 
proviſions always laid in at the khan's expence, and 
400 horſes ready ſaddled for the uſe of ambaſſadors 
and great men, which are changed at every poſt. 
It is computed that there are above 10000 of theſe 
inns or lumbs ſupported by the great khan, and 
200,000. horſes. always ready for uſe among the 


different poſts; ſo that the quickneſs of communi- 


cation between places need not ſurprize. From the mul- 
tiplicity of women allowed to every man by the law, 
geople are produced ſufficient to till the ground for the 
maintainance of themſelves and their beaſts; and none 
of them are idle, or ſparing of their labour; nor will 
they let a promiſing ſpot of land lie: fallow. In- 
deed the country is in general very fruitful. In the 
cities that border upon rivers: or lakes, ferry - boats 
are continually in readineſs for the wafting pal- 
ſengers and luggage to the. oppoſite ſhores; and in 


thoſe towns that lie contiguous to the deſerts, 


which are ſcattered: thro“ the country, - proviſions 
and | horſes are always in readineſs for the e 0 
travellers, at the Khan's expencge. 

In very important caſes, the — vill ride at 


the rate of 200-miles a dex, boomen lighting! them 


ut 
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in the night with flambeaux, unleſs it be moon light - 4 
Horns are ſounded as they come near a ſtage; upon a 
which notice freſh korles are brought an or "them; 5 
and all their delay is to diſmount from one Borſe RY 
and mount the other. Having bound up their heads { 
and bellies, they venture to put him to Rls ſpeed ; @ 71 
and the man who rides moſt expertly is in high & 
favour with all his acquaintances, for the Tartars 1 
eſteem nothing more than good horfemanſhip. There 1 
are footpoſts' alſo in continual motion, who relieve 1 
one another every three or four miles, their ap- 19 
proach being notified by ſhrill" bells, which hang TH 
round their middle; ſo that the Khan receives, 'by # 0 
theſe methods, fruits and intelligence, in two days, +. 
from a place lying at ten days diſtance,” "All t 4 * if 
people concerned in theſe poſts pay no tribute, and 1 
are handſomely rewarded beſides, out of the khan's 1. 
treaſury. | Over them are monthly inſpectors, fixed 15 
in particular quarters, wh Farid any errors of: Fi 
which they are found guilt : 1 
Planting trees, according to the opinion of te 9 
aſtrologers of this country, is acceptable to heaven,” J's! 
and contributes to lengthen life; ſo that it is not bh 
ſurprizing that all the high roads are lined with ol 
trees, as thoſe, leading theo the fandy” "eNews wy * 
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proving caravans : From. 997 attach 
33 * wild hea 3 of / the common uſe; of tonmen, and 
ler frange cerenuntes of the 2 of. that pro. 
— of 7. cauntrias wherein gold. is found in 
nts 31 of prodigipus  ferports.; . Manner of eat 

Ig the let; of the trade 225 Bande r 
the 8 e . of eli | 


TN the Burian Cathay : is by Gb: — 
L. inteniesting liquor rather better than wine; it 

7 is made of rise and ſpices; and e of the! moun- 
teins ute dag gertain black ſtones . hich being 
Put into che fze Kindle ke wood; and vac a good 
heat, which is rather ſtronger in the evening than 
| duting, the; relt of: the days: Here: are aſtrologers 
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_ amang the Baregene — 64 or Ben pretend 0 
lack isto futuxitz, and trade of ſelling 
ſauars mblets, ealled Taculni Whereon are ritten 
moſt of the remarkable events which are to happen 
within the year; and they are generally conſulted 
at every turn. "FRO Tartars rechon their ears by 


21 15 


The black ſtone 126 ſpoken of was certainly nothing elie 
| but coal; and as Marco Polo was an entire ſtranger to the 
production and uſe of this mineral, before he ſaw it in China, 
| we are not to be ſurprized that he ſpeaks of it as a very ex- leaſe 
' traordinary thing. But the jeſuits are unpardonable ; ſome WW .. 
of whom have treated of this circumſtance in ſo ſtrange 2 T 

ale (uo that an unwa ry reader might be apt to think the Chineſe 

for u 


fire out of the earth ;- which they laid up in cellars WF ſmall 

e this is, in reality, no more than what they for t. 

muſt have been ſenſible is every day done in other different r 
parts of the world, 


luſtres, 
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luſtres, tyrelye going to nabe a laſtrum : they di- 


ſtinguiſn the firſt year by the name of. the liom, 


man was born ſuch 2 "_ of the year dog 
u uch a lodrum. n +4 Ai 1 4399 

The religion o theſe petals: we have alocady 
remarked to be iddlatrous. Ina 
the chamber, they write the name of God, which 
they pray to with the hands raiſed aloft and the 
teeth chattering. For underſtanding and health, 
to it they offer incenſe. On the ground is 4 
ſtatue called Negatai ; and this they worſhip AS 
they do the panned, : impliving c it tempera- 
ture of air, preſer vation of — children, 
dc. Negatai:- ſignifies the god of earthly things. 
They hold the doQrine of metempſichoſis, or 
the ' tranſusj 


thus, F a poor man leads a good Me, his next 
ſep! ir ino a gement body, and fo on till 


he partaces of che immortal eſſence of the divi. 
nity: but he who has made but an ill ale of 


life, is, according to them, lowered inte a dog a 
ſer pent, or — very contempcible. The de- 


83 ng 1s, in general, caly aud 
ey wobec and are decent at 
—— 5 is Teckoned a horrid 
crime” * and — puniſned by a 
public tribunal, to which ſolely is 
cognizance of this fort. of tranſgreſſion. Priſoners! 
ae only conſined for three 
af”, they are branded ia the WE and 76. 
Thoſe who: enter ths wege ee res off ae 
buſkins, having others underneath; and carry a 
[mall veſſel under their garments, therein to ſpit; 
1757 be careful not to defile the flo or 


carpet; 


the ſecond by that of an ox; the third by à dra- 
= the fourth by a dog; and ſo on nd they 
a 


pannel fixed in 


gration of ſouls, according to merit 3 


he become a monarch; after which progreſſion 


aſſigned the: 


years; at the end of 
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ys THE TRAVELS OF 
carpet; and at half a mile's diſtance they ſpeak low, 
Jeſt: the: ſound of their voice ſhould diſturb their 
monar ch. 5 irre f 50 

Ten miles from Cambalu is a large navigable ci. 
ver, wherein are always abundance of ſhips, and 
over it is a ſtone bridge of curious workmanſhip, 
300:paces: long and eight broad: over this bridge 
ten men may ride a- breaſt; and on each fide of it 
is a marble wall, ornamented with pillars, at the 
diſtance of a pace and a half one from another, 
the capital and baſe of each being a lion curiouſſy 
carved. It is thirty miles from hence to Gauza, 
where there is great trade in ſuperfine lawns and 
brocades; here are alſo many idolatrous temples, 
and good inns: for the reception of travellers: the 
1 road hither is thro” a country finely improved with. 
paualaces, corn: fields, and vineyards. After a jour · 


de ot ten days from the laſt mentioned place, you 
dude in the populous civilized kingdom of Tainfu, 
herein are many mulberry trees and large vine- 
thay, wherein there is none the natural grow th of 
the place. ) 039.06 103... 
Seven or eight days journey farther weſt, is a 
pleaſant caſtle called Thaigin, wherein there is a. 
large hall elegantly ;adotned with paintings of all 
the kings who have reigned here. It was ſaid to, 
have been built by a prince named Dor, Who was 
attended only by damſels, and thoſe the moſt beau - 
tiful that could be procured. Having ſtrongly for- 
tified himſelf in this caſtle, round the walls of 
which, it Was uſual for him to be drawn in a light 
chariot aby his women, he gave himſelf -intirely 


& © 


up to pleaſures, deſpiſing the power of Preſter. 


to pay his accuſtomed acknowledgement. But be-' 

ing hetrayed; by ſeven of his attendants, he was 

brought priſoner before that monarch, who _ 
Ez - ..- | in 
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him to be meanly dreſſed, and ſet him to keep 
cattle, with a conſtant guard over him to prevent 


his eſcape : at the end of two years, however, he 
reſtored him to his liberty and government, with 
2 caution not to be too much elated with E. pe- 
rity; of fortune's inſtability this changs In in life it 
was to be hoped, convinced him. 115% 70h 

Twenty miles from Thaigin is the river Cara - 
maran, the ſtream of which is too rapid to admit 
a bridge. There are many towns on each ſide 
of it, abounding with ſpices, ſilks,” and fowl, par- 


ticularly! pheaſants, which are very cheap. Here 


grow reeds a foot thick. Seven days journey weſt- 

ward the country affords. delightful; landſcapes of 
ſtately palgces, well-filled towns, cultivated Ends, 
groves of mulberries, and variety of birds and beaſts. 
Farther on was the city of Quenzanfu, a capital of 
a kingdom of the ſame name, governed by Man- 


galu, ſon to the great khan; whoſe: palace, gar- 


dens, groves, and foreſts, take up five; miles of 


ground. It is convenient and magnificent, the 


apartments being: finely carved- and painted with: 


gold and azure: it is ſurrounded with a very high | 


wall, and well ſituated for hunting, of which he 
is very fond. The country abounds in ſilk, bro- 


cade, and military accommodations; and Mangalu, 4 5 
ok 


ws rules with juſtice and N is; tue r 
S people il 11515 
1 . ſtill mn, our anche paſſed chro'! 


a flat country called Chunchian, which is full of? 


lions, bears, wolves, roe-bucks, ſtags, and deer: 


the inhabitants are idolaters, and live by agriaul+» 
ture and the ehace, This is the road to Sindifu, 


a city on the confines of Mangi, twenty miles: n+ 


circuit. The monarchs of this country, which bear 


the ſame name; were formerly very powerful, and 


one of them left three ſons, each of whom took | 


Fes of: a diſtinct part of * and walled 
it 
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it in from the reſt ; but they were all-ſubdned by 
the great han. This city ia watered by many 
large ſtreams, over which are fine ſtone bridges; 
whereon are built ſtreets and handſome ſtops, Theſe 
ſtreums amire on the other ſide the city, forming 
the river: Quian, which uunds the length ef 100 

days journey before it rłaches the ocean; oo 
Ide province of Thebet lies beyond this place; 
it ns waſted and depopulated, by the great Khan, 
on account o a rebellion; ſo that in paſſing over 
it travellers muſt None themielbes — — With 
proviſions and neceſſarics;-ahd to prevent the lions 
and other wild beaſts from attacking them in their 
niphtly-encampiments, they burn green reeds, which 
are here very large, and dy their crackling in 
the flames, matte 2 noiſe that may be heard two 
miles off, whereby beaſts of prey are frightened; 
2 would alio thaſe of burthen that people are 
- obliged 10 carry with them, did they got take the 
Precaution to tip; their feet; i that they ean't rat 
2 Partrof this country has dogs às large us 
lbs, and the animal that yields muſk 5 the men 
argidolarers, etuel, mercenary, and rapacious j'they 
live by hunting and huſbandry, und their cloathing 

is the dn of wild beaſts; "or coarſe ſopt of Hem: 
pen cloth. Here cuſtom has nude it diſgraceful to 
marry à virgin; and the oftener à Woman has been 
enjoyed by ſtrangers, the better is her chance for: 
Husband. As ſoon as ever any travellers are known 
to arrive here, the — of ua family haſtens to Ml not 
meet them, accompanied by all her ripe. daughters, cut 
of whom ſhe offers the free uſe, during their Ray; ME back 
but they — ame © carry chem out of the ur 
country: At his rtute che gullane leaves” his WM thei; 
miſtreſs ſoine ſmall: — by wah of remembrance; I with 
ahd- ſhe who can ew. moſt gifts of this nature; is W in 
moſt honoured ; But as ſoon av ſhe. is married the are f 
| Wdoprived-of this — the com- whe 
pany vw. 
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cry 46 the'gren? chan, PAN FRET e 
Tue cuſtom of proftttu ung thelr Young g ae 
is alſo ind: in the proyince of Ca: 
les farther : Weſt; tlie peop whe ie 5 
and ale little ſprigs of valued per. Wei weight, in» 
Read of money; afo Jum of e d falt, oa» 
Fas Plenty of £ 


theret from a lake; in f 
fuperfide pearl, which none ein ith for without 
khan's feade: here is alſo Ae of "liſh, dat 
boris of game, wicht cloves, chmamon Nea ae fo 
mulle- alle mines of RE and p 
linds of game. | & 
Having — ever Brius, wy Ar. Nn 
fourifhies fine cinnamon; and whoſe waters are 78 
pregnated wittr gold, our author tells us that he 
cane te. Caraian; a: populous province, famous, for. 
hovſes, goterned by der Pes. po "a romiſi os oung 
man, ſon to th Alter a Journey, 
of five days he —— the city of Jaxi, Where 
were many chriſtians, neſtorians, and ſaracens, but 
the major part of the citizens were idolaters. Their. 
money confifts of bitt of porcelain ; andthey trade. 
much in ſalt, gathered from certain wells. They 1550 | 
corn and rice, the latter of Which) ge 
bread: and palatable drink ; but their corn LIES 
not reckoned! wholefome: *'The men eat raw fleſh. 
out in bits and prefer ved in fpice; not are they: 
Nasürd in lending their wives, provided the fa- 
vour be aſſced of them cvilty. The poor fort ſta 
their fleſh-meart: in garlick ſauce, and chen eat it 
with. an excellent appetite. | 
In the rivers' of Gurazan 10 the welt of Jacks,” 
are found large quantities of folid gold, one pound. 
vhereof f is — for 5 of {Uyer. The 
natives 
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natives of Carazan are e and before they Ml - 
were ſubdued by the khan, uſed to kill their gueſts, ch 
provided they appeared, to be poſſeſſed of worth Ml we 
and virtue; the eſſence whereof, . they imagined, Jus 
1 their houſe by this cguel action. thi 
2 ht in armour, with. croſs bows, launces, I tin 

2909 i ned. arrows, and ride in long Nircups; cul 
which is. e ontrary to the cuſtom of the Tartars, an 
who ride ſhort, for the ſake of ning og the ſaddle WW ma 
r not. They eſteem a long tail, hanging doun. ane 
ward 1 855 a hor rle, as graceful, and take out the bone out 
of it, Where y he is e from ;Whisking. it WW tim 
| about. When theſe peaple go upon any ;villainons ll for! 
enterprize, they. carry 9 0 on about them, Which Wl vif 

they (wallow, if in unger of, being taken ; but the givi 
effects of it are prevented, by making the perſon neig 
poiſoned ſwallow dog's, dung, whereby the poiſon Ml that 
is thrown off the 2 and then they are de- Ml ano 
voted to the tortures they dreaded and.deferved. to tl 
"In this country Are. found. ſerpents-of, a frightful WM nage 

aſpect, and moſt enormous {ize ; their eyes, which I thei 
are bright and glaring, being at leaſt half a foot in ſome 
diameter: near the head they have two ſmall feet, bein, 
with three fangs upon each, like thoſe of a lion. few 
Their mouths are armed with ſtrong, teeth, and {MW In 
their jaws are ſo wide that they, can ſwallow a man 
with (caſe. . They iſſue from their holes at night to 
look for Water, as well as prey, and are bold enough 
to attack a hon; the hunters trage them by the 
marks which they leave in the land they have paſſed 
over, and plant f in 175 track iron ſpikes, whereupon 
in their return they ſtake themſelves and are killed. 
Their fate is ſoon proclaimed by the crows, whoſe 

| noiſe emboldens the huntſman to approach, when 
they flea this ferocious reptile, and take out it's gall, 
which is deemed, in many caſes, a ſovereign re- 
medy, as is the Aol LITER 1 ſold, at an extra- 
4 Price. . | ; | 


Five 
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Five days journey from Carazan lies Vociam, the 
chief city of Cardandan; where their money is 
weighed gold, which is rated at five times the va- 
lue of ſilver; and here they plate their teeth with 
thin gold leaf; and the men infuſe a certain black 
tindture under the skin of their arm, eitlier vir- 
cularly or other ie; this impreſſion being eſteemed 
a mark of gallantry. In about an hdur after a wo- 
man is delivered here, ſhe: riſes, waſnies the child, 
and applies to her domeſtic affairs as uſual, with- 
out manifeſting the ſmalleſt concern. In the mean 
time, the husband takes to his bed, where he lies 
forty: days with the child in his care, while the 
wife comforts him with broths, cordials, and wine, 
giving the child ſuck at certain hours; and all the 
ncighbours viſit and chear him, as if it was he 
that had been brought to-bed. The only worſhip 
among theſe people, is a peculiar» veneration paid 
to the oldeſt man of the family. The females ma- 
nage all the houſhold concerns, and the men ſpend; 
their time either in riding, hunting, hawking, or 
ſome other ſport, befitting their ſpecies. The air 
being bad, and the land wild and mountainous, 
few foreigners travel this way. 
In the three countries laſt mentioned, contracts 
ae made by tallies, which are kept in poſſeſſion of 
the contracting parties, and they are deſtroyed 
when the bargains or on are fulfilled. 
Their only phyſicians are aſtrologers or divines; 
who being conſulted, as to the diſorders of the ſick, 
perform certain ſuperſtitious ceremonies,” dancing 
and leaping about, till one of them becomes poſ- 
ſeſſed by the devil; and he is immediately queſ- 
oned by the reſt as to the cauſe of the patient's 
liforder, and the means to be uſed for his reco- 
ery.? To theſe queſtions he replies, by ſaying the 
lick man has offended ſome one of the gods, whom 
& names, and whoſe wrath is to be only „ 
| | 7 
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num ite and other perfumes, T5 


the god, whoſe: reſentment” being 
proceed to , examine: the perſon 


of their prognoſfication, then they fay "that fone 


caſe deſperate, to fay that the pod offended is in. 


Wich tir great Khun: ordered ſhoul@ not! be di. 


by certam ſacrifices; ſuch as blach heated” rams, 
incenſe, and the houſe ſcented ftrong with lig⸗ 
ak Ceremonies 
being ended, they dance ant ſing in Honour of 
ted, they 

c: and 
if he anſwers in the affirniative, they eat, drink, 
and depart merriiy; affirming, that the fick per- 
{ani ſhall ſoen recover; and if he dies I defiance 


ulaal fer thefe-diviners, iß they find! the patient's 


<xorable; and nothing will ſutisfy him but the of. 
fender'sdeath. If, on the contrary, they have room 
to hope his: recovery, they promiſe that he ſhall 

ake a ſacriſice of. his o blood; orrof | fomething 
very valuable.” However, theſe: deveits are only 
practiſed on the wealthy; t poor are ſeeured from 
them, by. their. inability of paying the impoſtors. 

Bordering on this province is a wide pihin, where · 
im three times a week! is held a market for the ſale 
of all kinds of goods, at which! the people fron 
the monntains trucie gold, their native produce, for 
ſilyer and other commodities! ' In theſe mountains 
is great plenty of: gol; but the- roads are ſo in 


tricate chat: ſtrangers would attempt to climb them jy 4 
ind. * nine 1 2 1 K E | 


. : its kings, 


turbecdb when: the town was taben; for the Tartars 
have: a-profoun: veverence: ſor the dead. Near it 
were two:marble:pyamidszcrowned With gold and 
ſuveri balls, and hung round. wirhi-lighe bells of the 


a plea- 
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a pleaſant ſound. This kingdom . abounds with 
elephants, wild oxen, ſtags, and other choice game. 
Near it is the province ef Bengala, bordering 
upon India, the inhabitants whereof are idolaters, 
and maintain public ſchools, wherein people are 
inſtructed in magic. They trade in eunuchs, cot- 
ton manufactures, ſugar, and many ſorts of ſpices 
and perfumes. Their food is milk, fleſh, and rice, 
eaten promiſcuouſly., 7 | 
The great khan, to whom theſe provinces are 
now ſubje&, invaded them in 1272 with 12000 
veterans, led by Neſtardin, a gallant Neſtorian of- 
ficer ; againſt whom the kings of Bengala and Mien 
marched with 60,000 foot, and a thouſand elephants, 
upon the back of each of which was a caſtle, con- 
taining twelve combatants. The ſight of theſe mon- 
ſters ſo frightned the Tartarian 2 that they could 
not be led to the charge, and a total diſcomfiture of 
the khan's army appeared to be inevitable, when 
Neſtardin, being poſted near a wood, commanded 
his ſoldiers to diſmount, to faſten their horſes to 
the neighbouring trees, and then forming a — 5 
phalanx, to endeavour wounding the elephants wit 
their arrows, Theſe meaſures ſucceeded to his ut- 
moſt wiſh ; every man took his aim fo properly, 
that the elephants were quickly tranſpierced with 
arrows, and becoming ungovernable, fell back up- 
on the troops they were brought to ſupport, which 
they put into total -confuſion ;- and then flying to 
the neighbouring woods, daſhed their caſtles to 
pieces among the-trees. In the mean time the Tar- 
tars mounting {ſwiftly their horſes, made the moſt 
of this lucky incident, and obtained a compleat 
mictory, taking a vaſt number of priſoners, and 
above 200 elephants. Before this action the khan 
never uſed elephants in his army; but ever ſince 
he has kept always a number of them trained to 
War. | | 
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A month's journey eaſt of Bengala, is an inland 
province abounding. with gold, ſpices, and ele. 
. phants. The inhabitants are pagans, and they 
ornament their faces, . necks, hands, bellies, and 
legs with various figures of lions, dragons, &c. 
wpich cannot be. eaſily eraſed. There are people 
among them who make a profitable trade of this 
fort of embroidery. | The name of this country is 

Cangigu; and as well as all the neighbouring na. 
tions, it is tributary to the great khan: the king of 
it is ſaid to have 300 wives. ES | 
___ Eaſt of this country lies Armu and Tholoman, Mor 

Where there are fine paſture lands, vaſt herds of au 
oxen and buffaloes ; and ſuch plenty of horſes, that 
they are hence. exported all over India. The na- 
tives are Brunettes, tall and well-ſhaped, wearing 
valuable bracelets round their arms and legs. They 
are ſtrong, hardy, and. inured to war. When 
any of their brethren die they burn the bodies, 
and gathering up the relicks encloſe them in a cheſt, 
which they bury deep in the mountains. Their 
current coin is porcęlaine, tho* they have plenty 
of gold; and it is alſo the current coin of a neigh- 
bouring, valiant, and commercial nation, called Cin- 
tiqui. Here are made cloaths of the barks of trees, 
and the inhabitants export a great quantity of ſilk, 
There are ſuch numbers of lions all round on eve- 
ry ſide, that it is dangerous ſtirring abroad. after 
night fall; and they will board ſhips that lie againſt 
the banks. But there is a race of dogs, two of 
which, ſet on by the huntſman, will aſſail a lion, 
and render it impoſſible for him to eſcape ; for 
while they employ his attention, the huntſman pours 
in his arrows upon him until he brings him down. 
The lion retreats gently in the midſt of theſe in- 
ſults, as if he ſcorned to quit his majeſtic pace, 


until he comes to a tree, where he poſts himſef 
5 | ow 7 
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in ſuch a manner that he cannot be aſſailed behind; 
but he often expires by the way. 

In a neighbouring country they throw up mounds 
of earth, which they continually water; and what 
runs off paſſes, thro' conduits laid for that purpoſe 
in the way, into pans, wherein when boiled to a 
conſiſtency it appears to be very fine falt. Here 
grow peaches of a fine flavour, that weigh a couple 
of pounds each. In all theſe countries there are 
ſpoken different languages. fy 

Six days journey ſouth is the populous kingdom 
of Tudinfu, which ſubmitted to the great khan's 
authority anno 1272. In it are plenty of fruits, 
ſuperfine ſilks, and elegant gardens. A late go- 
vernor of this country, called Lucanſer, having re- 
belled againſt the khan, was quickly overthrown 
and ſlain, with the greater part of his people. 

From hence Polo paſſed, in ſeven days, to the 

city of Singuimatu, where there is a prodigious 
large river, which has been divided into two branches 
by the induſtry and skill of the people. One branch 
forms a communication with the kingdom of Ca- 
thay, the other with that of Mangi; and the com- 
merce which, by their means, is carried on, is ſur- 
prizingly great. Sixteen days journey farther brought 
him to the well-inhabited banks of the river Ca- 
imoran, in which is kept the imperial fleet, con- 
liſting of 15,000 fail of ſhips, each of them car- 
ing fifteen horſes and twenty men, beſides pro- 
ions and failors ; ſo that if any of the tributary 
rovinces revolt, a royal army is always at hand for 
xr reduction. Es 
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\ | CHAP. 19. 
The kingdom of Mangi, now called China, deſcribed; 
/ the peaceable diſpoſition. of the king and people; 
E the conqueſt of China, by the great khah of Tar. 
tary, in the 13th century; of certain warlike en. 
 gines, invented by, the Polos; the make, number, 
and ſtrength of the great khan's fleet; of a city ore 
Hundred miles in circumference; of it's riches and 
regular government; fine buildings, and plenty if 
wizzards ; alfo of the religious rites of the inha- 
bitants ; of the palace,. gardens, and pleaſures of the 


| 

good king Fanfur; of the prodigious populiſiy 

| wealth of the kingdom ; of à certain curim 
—_— OP. 

\ FAR CO Polo now entered the kingdom of { 

| Mangi#®, one of the wealthieſt and moſt re- ] 
nowned nations of. the eaſt, and which appears to 9 
be the ſame with China, on a compariſon of the 8 
deſcriptions and hiſtories given by our author, with f 
Mangi includes the nine ſouthern 22 of China, th 
which are ſeparated, by the river Kiang, from the ſix northern w 

provinces; of which we have often ſpoken under the name of 
Cathay. Mangi is derived from the Chineſe word mantz, | 

ſignifying barbarous; and the northern Chineſe gave this th 
appellation, by way of contempt, to the ſouthern people; ev 
by vrhom they were treated with like diſreſpect, an called cal 
Petay, or fools of the north. The Tartars gave them the afs 
name of Mangi, from their haughtineſs and pride, as wel lis 
as from the contempt herewith they treated every other na · Wl 5 
—_ To ; TY | Wy 
It has been objected to theſe travels of Marco Polo, that I wh 
he has made no mention of the famous wall; but this argu dor 


ment againſt them can have no manner of force, when it is 
remembered, that this celebrated wall is the northern boun- | 

dary between China and Tartary ; whereas Polo entered WW Whe 

China by the ſouth, and confines himſelf to a deſcription of to t 

the places he paſſed thro', or the neighbourhood of them. Was 

of this wall we ſhall ſpeak largely in our review of —_ 

5 Ole 


MARCO POLO. 101 
thoſe delivered by more modern travellers. The 
monarch's name who ruled here in 1269, or there- 
abouts, was Fanfur. A king more rich and power- 
ful had not reigned in that country for a century 
before; to which advantages his private character 
was a conſiderable addition. He was of a peace- 
able, benevolent diſpoſition; and fo humane, that 


he took care of all the orphans and foundlings in 


his dominions, cauſing them to be educated at his 


own expence, and bound out to different trades ; 


in a few words, he was the idol of his people: 
and if the ſtrength of his. fortreſſes and towns 


ſeemed to ſecure him from invaſion, the love of his 


ſubjects gave him the appearance of being invin- 
cible, He was ſo ſtrictly juſt, that he puniſhed 
every fraud even of the moſt trifling nature. From 
a ſtrit adherence to the moſt impartial laws, his 
ſubjects became ſo very honeſt, that a man might 
leave his ſhop open all day without any body to 
guard it: and tho? it were filled with the richeſt 
goods, none were ſo hardy as to meddle with the 
ſlighteſt toy. Robberies were unknown, and tra- 
vellers might go at all hours alone and unprotected 


thro' every part of the kingdom, without meeting 


with the ſmalleſt moleſtation. 
The king and people, in this happy age, forgot 
the uſe of arms; they did not remember that there 
ever had been wars. He kept no forces in pay, be- 
cauſe he did not ſee any perſon of whom to be 
afraid; fo that he gave himſelf up intirely to de- 
light and pleaſure. He had above 1000 women, as 
charming as fancy can frame woman to be, with 
whom he eternally revelled ; and the whole king- 
dom, after his example, were devoted to luxury. 
Cublai Khan, who then reigned in Tartary, and 
whoſe whole delight centered in war, was no ſtranger 
to the meek diſpoſition of Fanfur : his ambition 
was rouſed, and he formed a project for reducing 
| 4 F 3 | this 
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102 THE TRAVELS OF 
this flouriſhing kingdom under his own power; 4 
which he carried ſucceſsfully into execution. He tf 
levied a prodigious army of horſe and foot, which 
he . marched into Mangi, under the command 
of Chinſan-Baian, that is, an hundred eyes; a 
man of incomparable prudence and unexampled I 
modeſty. This general ſummoned the city of Coj- ch 

ganzu to ſurrender; and on receiving a refufal there, | 
proceeded to a ſecond, a third, and a fourth city, th 


without committing the leaſt hoſtility upon any, tho' kh 
his reception was the ſame at them all. But the re 
fifth city he ſtormed, putting every creature there- int 
in to death, without diſtinction of ſex or age; a it 


ſeverity that had the deſired effect upon the reſt of t 
the kingdom, which immediately ſubmitted to the 
conqueror, except the capital city, called Quinſai, 
and one other ; againſt the former of theſe two he 
turned his arms, being now conſiderably reinforced, 
Fanfur, who was extremely terrified at his ap- 
proach, committing the defence of his capital to 
his chief queen, embarked with vaft wealth and 
ſome of his women, for a ſtrong iſland in the ocean, 
where he ſhortly after died of grief. His queen 
maintained the town for ſome time againſt the ene- 
my, relying upon a prediction, which ſet forth it 
would be taken only by him who had an hundred 
eyes; but hearing at laſt that this was the name of 
the general of the beſiegers, ſhe ſurrendered; 
and was ſent to the court of the great Khan Cublai, 
who received, and ordered her to be. accommo- 
dated accordingly, with all the reſpect due to 
her rank. In conſequence of the reduction of 
Quinſai, the whole kingdom acknowledged Cublai- 
Khan for its ſovereign. - Ct 4e1 ©; | 
Coiganzu is a wealthy populous city, lying on 
the great river Corama; and from it to Paughin, 
where there are manufactures of fine ſilks and {tufls, 
the road is over a broad ſtone cauſeway, mw a 
eep 


* 
- 


VJ 
dtep navigable channel on each fide, and this is 
the only entrance to Mangi by land. There are ſe- 
veral wealthy cities abounding with every thing ne- 
ceſſary for human life, between Paughin, and the 
noble city of Jangui ; which preſides over twenty 
large towns, and of which Marco was three years 
chief governor for Cublai-Khan. 5 

Sianfu is one of the ſtrongeſt and fineſt cities in 
the whole kingdom of Mangi; it held out againſt the 
khan's arms three years, being enabled to make ſuch 
reſiſtance by a conſtant ſupply of proviſions thrown 
into it by ſhipping, which it was impoſſible to prevent, 
it being ſurrounded on every ſide by water, except 
to the northward. However, the elder Polos being at 
that time in the khan's court, directed the making of 
huge engines for throwing large ſtones, and three 
of them being proved before the Khan, and found 
capable of doing prodigious miſchief, were imme- 
diately ſent on board ſhip to the army; where, be- 
Ing arrived, they were planted againſt the city, 
which capitulated upon the falling of the firſt 
ſtone, which weighed 300 lb. and cruſhed the 
houſe upon which it fell, to the no ſmall terror of 
the beſieged. This improvement in the art of war, 
recommended the Polos more ſtrongly than ever 
to the eſteem of Cublai, 8 s 

Fifteen miles from Sianfu to the S. E. is a city 
called “ Singui, in the port whereof our author, at 
one time, ſaw 5000 fail of ſhips. Theſe ſhips have 
but one maſt and ſail; their cables, hawſers, and 
other cordage, are made of ſplit canes, twiſted 


* Singui is as much as to ſay the city of the earth; it ſtood, 
according to our author, upon twenty miles of ground, was 
— populous and wealthy, and had in it many magicians, 
philoſophers and wiſemen. In the neighbourhood of it there 
vas plenty of ginger and rhubarb. We find many of the Chi- 
neſe names of places mentioned by Polo ending in gui, which 
is of- the ſame meaning with cheu, a town of the ſecond 
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together, which are as tough and as ſtrong as 
thoſe of hemp: they carry great burthens. Sin- 
gui ſtands upon a river, which is in ſome places 
ten miles broad; and its length, from its ſpring or 
fountain-head, to the ocean, is a journey of an 


hundred days. Upon the banks of this river, ſtand 


above two hundred other cities, great and ſmall; 

and the leſſer ſtreams that run into it are innumer- 

able. The khan cauſed a canal to be cut therein, 

from the city of Cayngui all the way to Cambalu; 
and alſo ſeveral other canals to different parts of 

his dominions; by which communications commerce - 
has been much improved. By the ſides of all 

theſe. canals, there are good cauſeways for travel. 

lers; and in the middle of one part of this. great 

river, called Quian, there is a rock, whereon ſtands 

a pagan temple, and a monaſtery in which are two 

hundred. friars. | 22 „ 

We have remarked before, that the chief city of 
Mangi, was Quinſai.z a word ſignifying the city 
of heaven: the ground which. it encompaſſed, was 
ſaid. to take up a. ſpacs of an hundred. miles; the 
ſtreets. were long and wide, the markets numerous 
and convenient; in every ſtreet are towers of ſtone, 
which are proof againſt fire; and to which, in 
caſe of accidents of that nature, the inhabitants 
carry their effects. Here are likewiſe: cloſe cha- 
riots continually plying,, wherein. are people going 
upon: buſineſs, or to. divert themſelves. in the pub- 
lic. walks.. Some ſtreets. are filled with. women, 


whole trade is. proſtitution, whereby they are ena · 


bled to live in the moſt ſplendid manner, and none 
can exceed them in the contrivance of pleaſures, 
and the various devices which they have for in- 
dulging the paſſions. In other ſtreets, live phyſi- 
cians,. and aſtrologers, who take upon them to in: 
ſtruct youth in learning. The principal ſtreet 
running from end to end of the city in a freight 

. | | N 7 
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fine, is forty paces wide; having a market - place 
two miles round: at every four miles end it is 
watered by a clear ſtream, running through the 
middle of it, which carries away all the filth, and \ 
is croſſed by many bridges. Moſt of the other 
ſtreets were alſo cleanſed in the ſame manner. Pa- 
rallel to this ſtreet, behind the markets, there 
ran a canal, on the banks of which were ere&ed 
large warehouſes, filled with the choiceſt products 
of India, and the Eaſt, ad 

The quantities of proviſion daily conſumed in 
the markets are almoſt incredible ; and the plenty 
and cheapneſs of them are ſtill more ſurpriſing : 
for a Venetian groat, ſays Marco Polo, four ducks 
or two geeſe may be purchaſed :* the fruiterers, the 
butchers, © the fiſhermen, and poulterers have all 
their different quarters aſſigned them ; where every 
thing that is either uſeful or delicate may be eaſily 
procured. Here are to be ſeen all ſorts of herbs 
and fruit; among the latter, are peaches of the 
moſt delicious fragrance, and pears: weighing ten 
pound a piece, whoſe flavour is incomparable. 
Here are alfo dried grapes, brought from other 
provinces; for vines are not cultivated in Mangi, 
neither is wine highly eſteemed; their favourite liquor 
being an extract of ſpices and rice. The mar- 
ket-places are encompaſſed with high houſes, -in. 
the lower parts of which, all ſorts of trades are to 
be found; and in the neighbonrhood of them are. 
cold baths for the accommodation of both. ſexes, 
and particularly apartments furniſhed with warm: 
vater for the. uſe of ſtrangers. They accuſtom 
themſelves to bathing from their earlieſt years, and 
are in other reſpects ſo very cleanly, that they will 
not ſit down to their meals without waſhing. 
There are certain palaces, at the end of every 
market - place, inhabited by the king's „noblemen; 
Wo are empowered to examine into, and com- 
| FF 5 promiſe 
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promiſe . diſputes ; to adminiſter juſtice, and to 
ſiee that the overſeers of the ſtreets and bridges are 
not neglectful of their duty. What an immenſe 
quantity of wine, victuals, and other ſpices, muſt 
be made away with? when of pepper alone, 
there is daily conſumed in Quinſai, 43 ſoma, or 
9589 1b. weight. The ſtreets are vaſtly thronged 
with people, and lined on each ſide with maghi. 
ficent palaces, to which elegant gardens apper- 
—_— —_ „„ oY 7 
In this city are twelve trading companies, to 
each of which belong one. thouſand ſhops, and 
in every ſhop there are generally. from fifteen to 
forty men at work, under a particular maſter ; they 
are very ingenious and good workmen, By an an- 
cient ordinance in Mangi, it is appointed, that the 
ſons ſhall be brought up to the ſame trade as the 
fathers; however, thoſe who are wealthy, only in- 
ſpect into buſineſs, and ſtand in their ſhops very 
magnificently habited ; as well as their wives, on 
whom they are laviſh' of jewels to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of their abilities. They furniſh their houſes 
very grandly, and adorn them with pictures, for 
which they give extravagant prices. Their cur- 


rent money is paper. "The common dreſs of the 


people, who are moſtly of fair complexions, b 
filk; a commodity of which they import a prodi- 
gious quantity ; beſides their domeſtic manufac- 
tures thereof. . They are a peaceable friend:y peo- 
ple; neither diſputes nor jealouſy being indulged 


among them; ſo that the inhibitants of one of their 


prodigious long ſtreets ſhall live in as much har- 
mony, or rather more ſo, than a ſmall. family in 


Europe; nor will any one preſume to affront the 


wite of another with the ſlighteſt word of diſre- 
ſpect. They treat aliens with hoſpitality and ſin- 


cerity, giving them the beſt advice; they are ſtran- 


gers to the management of arms, and have an * 
| | on 
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ſion to | the military force introduced among them 


by the khan; they are for the molt part idolaters. 
On one ſide of this city lies a large lake of freſh wa- 
ter, and on the other a very conſiderable river, 
whoſe waters are ſluiced through molt of the ſtreets, 
in which are ſaid at leaſt to be 12000 bridges; un- 
der ſome of which, ſhips may fail, but they muſt 
be unmaſted, while chariots and horſes paſs over 
head. | | | T 85 

Here are ſome fine palaces and ſuperb temples, 
with many monaſteries on the borders of the lake, 
which is -beautified with two iſlands, in each of 
which is a public pleaſure-houſe, accommodated to 
receive an hundred large companies, and furniſhed 
with linen, and every kind of- utenſil neceſſary for 
feſtivals ; here ſeveral marriages and anniverſaries 
Me obſerved with great merriment and ſplendor. 
On the ſurface of the lake are alſo many tilted 
pleaſure- boats and barges, divided into apartments 


handſomely decorated; wherein moſt of the men 


\Apend a part of the day in banquetting and a- 


morous pleaſures; for they divide their time be- 


tween buſineſs and enjoyment very regularly, allot- 
ing to each engagement its particular moments. 
In the market -· places there are numbers of aſtro- 


logers, who are always buſied in caſting nativities, 
determining the happy minute for celebrating nup- 
tials, or gratifying in ſome other reſpects the popu- 


lar curioſity, for money. 


Theſe, as from tripods, ſolemn ſhams reveal, 
And what the ſtars know nothing of foretell. 
One aſks, how ſoon Panthea may be won? 

And longs to feel the marriage fetters on. 
Others convinc'd by melancholy proof, 
Enquire when courteous fate will ſtrike them off. 
An eager father preſſes here to know, 

What kindneſs to his ſon the planets ſhow. 
F0- „ Or 
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Or if his favourite girl ſhall riſe in life, 
A handſome maiden, and a wealthy wife; 

Each in his hand the deſtin'd fee diſplays, 
Which curiouſly, th' aſtrologer ſurveys. 


| When any great perſon dies, he is followed to 
the grave by his kindred, dreſſed in canvas gar- 
ments; and by certain vocal and inſtrumental mu- 
ſicians, who play and ſing hymns to their idols; 
and, at the place of interment, they caſt-into the 
re various paper repreſentations of men, mo- 
ney, and neceſſaries; the realities of all which 
they are perſuaded will attend his ſpirit. Theſe ar 
ceremonies! being over, they rejoice and make an 
merry, becauſe then, ſay they, he begins tq live an 
anew, and be happier than ever. On every bridge an 
there is a guard-room for five ſoldiers; where they thi 
ſtand, as centinels, both- night and day; being con far 
ſtantly relieved ; and theſe. diſtinguiſh the 3 ou 
by ſtriking on a great baſon, one, 4 5 three, &c. cre 
reckoning from ſun-riſe, to the fall of night. Af. un. 
ter a certain hour, no body is allowed either fire his 
or candle, nor to walk the ſtreet, without being acc 
able to give a good account of the occaſion of his to 
being abroad. this 
Here are hoſpitals ſupported at the khan's ex- 0 
pence by vaſt revenues; in which all poor perſons, Wl Cat 
by accident diſabled, are taken care of, and cheriſh- tim. 
ed till they recover, then they are compelled to pou 
work : and it ſhould have been obſerved, that if this 
the natives of Mangi are extremely nice and deli- {Mun 
cate, the poor have contrary appetites, feeding moſ 
almoſt on offals, and whatever ſtuff chance throws nnfa 
in their way, and felling their children for a lit- had 
tle money. V 
The khan, when he had. intirely 3 _ lived 
kingdom of Mangi, divided it into nine provinces, hic 


over each of which he fixed a viceroy, Mart been 
2 8 


S SS. 0 2 o- n 


* 'MARCO POLSO. tog 
ble for the public receipt to: the officers of his re- 
venue. One of theſe viceroys has his reſidence at 
Quinſay; and his power extends over 140 wealthy 
cities, which number is nothing ſurpriſing, when 
it is conſidered, that there are 1 2000 in Mangi; 
each of them garriſoned with men from 1000 to 
in number, according to the bigneſs of the 
place, or the diſpoſition of the inhabitants. One 
part of the khan's policy was to diſperſe garriſons 
of Cathayans and Tartars, mixed through Mangi; 
while the military force of Cathay was made up 
of the natives of the former. By keeping up ſuch 
armies, he finds himſelf always prepared to ſubdue; 
any inſurrection that can be made againſt. him, 
and to revenge an inſult on or infringement of his 
authority. Over the door-caſe of every houſe, 
the maſter is obliged to write the number of his 
family, and the name of every individual, blotting 
out, or adding, according as the number is en- 
creaſed or diminiſned by birth, death, or accident; 
under all, he muſt inſert, the number of horſes in 
his ſtable: and every innkeeper muſt give a daily 
account of the arrival and departure of his gueſts, 
to a certain magiſtrate, whoſe office it is to make 
this examination. Nor is this a cuſtom peculiar to 
Quinſay, being exerciſed all through Mangi and 
Cathay. The revenue of the great khan, in the 
time of Marco Polo, amounted to fix millions ß 
pounds Engliſh, rather more than leſs ; and of 
this the greater part was expended in the mainte-" © 
nance of ſoldiers: it aroſe chiefly from a tithe of 
noſt of the exports, imports, products, and ma- 
nufactures of his dominions, though of ſome, he 
had a deduction of one third. | 
When Marco Polo was at Quinſay, the viceroy 
lived in the palace of the unfortunate Fanfur, 
which was then running faſt to decay, from having 
been one of the moſt elegant receſſes in the oy 
| The 
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The walls of it had encloſed ten miles of ground; 1 


and under one roof, which was curiouſly carved 
and gilded, at certain ſolemn ſeaſons, Fanfur was 
wont to entertain the principal inhabitants of the 
city; the ſumptuouſneſs of whoſe appearance was 
ſcarcely credible. Within it were the moſt de- 
lightful groves, the -moſt lovely gardens ; parks 
abounding with variety of game ; and cryſtal lakes 
covered with royal barges ar Gree he uſed to ſpend 
his time, ſporting with his women,. aboye a thou- 
ſand of whom were lodged in the palace; and 
| theſe would aſſiſt him in the chace, attend his ban- 
quets in his beſt beloved bowers, or row with 
him on the water; while others plunged in naked 
from the banks, playing like ſo many Naides up- 
on the ſurface, to delight his eyes, and ſoothe him 
to a ſettled calm, which degenerated into that effe- 
minacy, that, in the end, coſt. him his kingdom 
and his life. The game was now deſtroyed, the 
walls tottered, the gardens were over-run with wild- 
neſs, the lakes diſturbed, and the women's apart- 
ments laid in ruins. The great ocean lies to the 
N. E. of Quinſay, at the diſtance of twenty five 
miles; and here is an excellent port belonging to 
the city of Gampu, where many ſhips from India 
diſcharge their burthens, which, are ſent . * to 
Quinſay in barges.. 

Travelling thirteen days journey * from 
Ons, the country is ſo thickly inhabited, that 
it has the appearance of almoſt one continued city, 
the buildings being ſcarcely interrupted ; but 
wherever the proſpe& opens, it is charmingly di- 
verſified with herds, woods, cultivated lands, and 


fine honſes. Six days farther S. E. is the city of 


Fugiu, the inhabitants whereof are very cruel, 
ſucking the blood of an enemy, whom they have 
killed, and eating his fleſh ; human fleſh theſe peo- 


ple in general prefer to any other food; exce pe 
the 
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the deceaſed has been diſtempered. Their arms 
are ſword and lance, wherewith they fight on foot, 
being led on by a horſeman; they ſhave their heads 
down to their ears, and paint their faces of an 
azure colour, when they go to war. In this coun- 
try are many lions, and here grows. ginger, ga- 
lingal, and an herb, in colour and ſmell like 
ſaffron, which they uſe with their victuals. 

The next great city taken notice of by our au- 
thor is Quelinfu ; the chief exports of which are 
flk, cotton, ginger, and galingal: the women 
here are handſome; and it is faid, they have hens 
covered with hair like cats, which lay eggs, and 
are good food. There is plenty of ſugar in 
Unguem, which rhe Tartars have taught the 
inhabitants to refine with the aſhes of a tree. 
This city is three days journey from Quelinfu. 
Fifteen miles farther is the city of Cangiu, the 
buildings of which are handſome; it is ſituated 
upon a river, which is here a mile broad, and 
empties itſelf into the ſea at Zaetum, a great 
mart for camphire and pepper. It is fifteen days 
journey to the S. E. and many rich ſhips from In- 
dia are always to be found in the harbour, which 
is one of the ſafeſt in the world: the impoſts which 
the klan exacts in this port bring him in a vaſt 
revenue. Here are good manufactures of arras and 
embroidery; and our author, while he reſided here, 
was informed, that in the neighbourhood they 
dug'a certain earth, which being thrown up into 
little hillocks, and let to lie for thirty or forty years, 
was formed into diſhes; which being variouſly 
painted, are baked in a furnace, In all the places 
of which we have hitherto ſpoken, the language 
15 the ſame, varied only in the pronunciation. Our 
author not relating any other curious particulars 
concerning Mangi, except that it was often called 
by ſome of the natives, Chin, or Chint ; from 

= | ; whence 
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whence the name of China, is evidently derived, fe 
whereby it is now diſtinguiſhed ; we ſhall proceed be 
to his account of India, beginning with the iſlands, aft 


CHEAP ĩ˙ | - 57 
' Of Japan; @ fruitleſs attempt made by the khan t: Wl 
denguer that iſland. The cruelty of his generals pu. on 
niſhed ; of the country off Ziamban. The :/lands if Wi vl 
Java; of the men eaters inhabiting the laſt ien. th 
tioned iſland; the elephant and unicorn deſcribed, ſid 
of iron-wood ; of the great riches of the ifland if Will the 
Ceylon; /urprizing ruby in p2ſſeſſiin of the king of wh 
Ceylon ; « deſcription of Malabar ; rites obſerve bo 
at the interment of the king of that country; of ile to 


climate, conſtitution, and manners of the people; of Wil ta 
» . Coulam, Guzuratte, Magaſter, and India Minor; for 
of the kingdom of Abaſcia in India Minor; of the kit 
land of obſcurity, The concluſion. ſto 


FIFTEEN hundred miles eaſt of Mangi, is ore 
a large populous iſland called Zipangu, or the 
Japan; it lies in the midſt of a large ocean, where- the 
in there are ſaid to be not leſs than 7440 iſlands, nal 
which abound with gold, and the moſt fragrant Bl loe 
ſpices, and are for the moſt part inhabited. Zipan- Ml tor 
gu ĩs not a place of much trade; pearls are ſaid to be i the 
very plenty in it, and they have ſuch abundance of illa 
gold, that they cover therewith the roofs, floors, ing 
and window-caſes of their houſes and temples. wh 
In 1264, Cublai-Khan, invited by the great on 
wealth of this iſland, fitted out a large fleet, and I oth 

a prodigious army, under the command of two of ers 
his barons, by name Abacca and Venaſin; they. made ( 
a deſcent upon it, but not agreeing among themſelves, Ii fro: 
the expedition was ſo badly conducted that they Ml nict 
took but one town; the natives of which, they Huy; 
beheaded without diſtinction, except eight, whoſe And 

bodies were proof againſt iron; being E 
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by a certain enchanted ſtone encloſed between the 
ſkin and fleſh of the right arm; and theſe were 
beaten to death with wooden clubs. A few days 
after this barbarous maſſacre, the fleet of Cublai- 
Khan was deſtroyed by a violent ſtorm, and many 
of the people loſt ; however, 30, ooo of them made 
ſhift to Nos themſelves, without arms, proviſi- 
ons, or neceſſaries, in a neighbouring iſland, of 
which the Zipanquaners being informed, they ſent 
thither a powerful army, which landing on one 
ſide of the iſland, marched round it in ſearch of 
the ſhipwrecked Tartars; who, in the mean time, 
wheeled about, and getting down to the ſhips, 
boarded them, and with flowing ſtreamers ſteered: 
to the chief city of Zipangn, where ſcarcely any in- 
habitants had been left but women ; here they 
fortified themſelves, but were ſoon beſieged by the: 
king, to whom they ſurrendered, after ſix months 
ſtout reſiſtance, and their lives were preſerved, 

The barons. returning home were ſeized by 
order of the khan, and the head of one of. 
them being ſtruck off, the other was baniſhed to 
the deſart iſland of Zeega, where certain crimi- 
nals, being ſewed up in the warm ſide of a buffa- 
loe, are left to breathe out their wretched lives in 
torture; for the hide ſhrinking as it dries, reduces 
them to | exceſſive miſery, The natives of this 
land are fair complexioned; they are idolaters; pay- 
ing homage to certain monſtrous figures; ſome of 
which are diſtinguiſhed by an hundred hands; and 
on others they put the heads of dogs, ſwine, and 
other animals; it is ſaid. that they eat their priſon⸗- 
ers of war. | = | 

Crofling this ſea to the weſtward, 1 500; miles 
from the abovementioned city of Zaitum, is the- 
rich country of Ziambar, which produces fine ebo- 
ny; and pays a yearly tribute of twenty elephants, - 
and a large quanty of aloes to the great khan ; to 
— | 5 = wnom 
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whom the king became ſubject in 1268; otherwiſe | 


Sagatu, the khan's'general, would have ravaged it 
with a great army. 5 „ 
Beyond Ziambar to the S. E. is the largeſt 
known iſland in the world; it is ſaid to be 3000 
miles in circumference, and to abound with gold 
and ſpices; the name of it is Java. S. S. W. 600 
miles diſtance from hence, lie two deſolate iſlands, 
called Condur and 86ndur. . Beyond theſe, fifty 
miles to the S. E. lies the idolatrous kingdom of 
Lochae, which being mountainous and ſavage, is 
little frequented. by ſtrangers; it has plenty of 
gold, and is much infeſted with wild beaſts ; thecur- 
rent money here conſiſts of certain porcelain ſhells, 
None of the four places laſt mentioned have been 
attempted by the khan, who perhaps, imagines the 
peril and expence of the undertaking, could not be 
eaſily counterbalanced. © -Þ 
Five hundred miles ſouth of Lochae, lies the 
ſavage iſland of Pentan, wherein are woods full 
of the ſuet or tallow- tree, which we fhall deſcribe 
hereafter. Farther on, ſtill keeping a S. E. courſe, 
till the north ſtar is ſeen no more, is the leſſer Java, 
ſaid to be 2000 miles in circuit, and to abound with 
ſpices, brazil, and ebony; the ſea, in ſome places, 
between that iſland and Pentan, is not more than 


four fathom deep. The leſſer Java is divided into 


eight kingdoms ; of ſix of which, our author gives 
ſome ſhort account; if he has neglected the other 
two, it is becauſe he was never in them. On the ſea 
coaſt of one of theſe, he obſerves, that the natives 
have received the doctrine of Mahomet ; but, in the 
mountains, are men-eaters, who worſhip the firlt 
thing they ſee in a morning. In another, they live 
without. any ſort of ſettled government ; and in 2 
third, when a man is ſick, they enquire his fate of 
the devil; if his death is pronounced at hand, 2 
perſon is employed to ſtrangle him ; then the body 
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ls cut into pieces, upon which his kindred feaſt, 
ſacking even. the marrow out of the bones; for 
they ſay, ſhould any ſubſtance be left, it would 
produce worms, which having conſumed the mat- 
ter that ſurrounded them, would languiſh for want 
of food, to the infinite torture of the ſoul of the 
deceaſed. The bones picked thus bare, they bury 
deep in the ground, to preſerve them from being 
dug up and devoured by wild beaſts. 85 

Marco was driven by bad weather upon this part 
of the coaſt of Java; where he remained five 
months, with 2000 men, ſtrongly entrenched in 
the mountains, to protect themſelves from the 
carnivorous appetites of thoſe people, who make 
as free with the bodies of healthy ſtrangers, as with 
thoſe of their own ſick relations. Among the birds 
of prey which he mentions as natives of the leſſer 
Jara, are gos-hawks, very large, and as black as 
rarens. Here are alſo many wild beaſts, as the 
elephant and unicorn. The unicorn is fond of 
ſtanding in the mire, it has a hide ſomething like 
that of a buffaloe, its feet arè like the elephant's, 
and its head like a wild boar; a horn ſprings from 
the middle of its forehead, but they do not uſe 
this as an offenſive weapon; when they have 
ſtruck down their prey, they preſs it with one 
knee, aud tear it to pieces by licking it with their 
tongue, which is all over prickly. In the woods 
are caught little apes, which have faces like old 
men ; and theſe animals are often ſhut up in boxes, 
and ſhewn in different parts of the world for pyg- 
mies. Camphire is as dear in ſome parts of th 
iſland as gold; and they have meal made of the 
pith of a tree, which taſtes ſomething like bqrley- 
bread ; the wood of the ſaid tree is as heavy and 
tough as iron, ſinking, if flung into the water; 
of it are made lances that will pierce the ſtouteſt 
amour, being ſharpned at the point by a 
7 = 
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The woods abound with a nut, as big as a man's 
head, in which is contained a pleaſant, wholeſome 
liquor. They make good wine from dates; and the 
ſea ſupplies them with fine fiſh. To the north. 
ward of theſe, lie the iſlands of Nocueran and An. 
gamen, where the people, who are idolaters, go 
naked; fome of them are ſaid. to have heads like 
dogs. In both theſe iſlands- are plenty of brazil, 
India nuts, white and red fanders, cloves, and al 
other ſorts. of ſpice. 
„W. N. W. and by W. at the diſtance of 1000 
miles, is the fine iſland of Ceylon, 2400 miles in 
circumference: the ſea has encroached greatly up- 
on it; for antiently, the circuit of it was reported 
to have been 3600 miles. It produces variety of 
wines, viands and fruit, with good rice, and ſome 
of the fineſt gems, as rubies,. ſaphires, topaze, 
and amethiſts; the king is ſaid to be paſleſſed 
of one ruby as long as a man's hand, and a 
thick as his arm, which ſhines like fire, being 
without ſpot: Cublai-Khan;offered him a vaſt fun 
of money for it; but he anſwered, that in regard 
it had belonged to his anceſtors, he would not 
part with it for all the treaſures of the world. In 
a certain high mountain upon this iſland, which 
cannot be climbed without the help of art, 
Adam is ſaid, by the Saracens, to be interred *. 


This ſepulchre is ſaid by the idolaters to contain the body 
of a certain king's.ſon, who died upon this mountain, after: 
having led a moſt rigid mortified life ; and to whoſe memory 
tire father cauſed a. golden image to be erefted, which the 
illanders were ordered to. reverence ;. before this injunction, 
they were ſtrangers to idol-worſhip. - Some of the fore- teeth 
ny a diſh were long reſerved, and ſhewn as relicks to tho! 
perſons whe come hither in pilgrimage. In the year 1287, 
the king of Ceylon made a formal grant of the diſh, two 


teeth, and ſome hair, to ambaſſadors: ſent ſrom the great khan, 


for that purpoſe; and theſe were received with great reſpet 
in the city and court of Cambalu, as xelicks of Adam. 


The 
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The men are effeminate, and when obliged to go 
to war, they employ mercenaries. Sixty miles 
weſt of Ceylon, lies the great province of Mala- 
bar *, being part of the continent of India; on 


the coaſt whereof, they dive for pearls, at the 


depth of. ten or twelve fathom ; the divers being 
encloſed in bags, and under the protection of cer- 
tain incantations, to preſerve them from a miſchiev- 
ous fiſh that would otherwiſe kill them. The Bra- 
mins are the inchanters, being paid for their la- 
bour, with one twentieth out of every oiſter that 
is brought up; a tithe beſides being demanded by 


the king. The beſt time of fiſhing for them is in 


April and May ; from September, till the middle 
of October, they are found at the diſtance of 300 
_ - | YT | 

The inhabitants wear nothing but a flight co- 
vering upon their privities ; the king is diſtinguiſh- 
ed by having a collar of jewels round his neck, 
and a ſkein of ſilk upon his boſom, whereon are 
ſtrung ſeveral pearls, whereby he counts his pray- 
ers, being 'obliged to a daily repetition of a cer- 
tain number, in theſe articles reſembling Roman 


catholicks. He has 1060- concubines; and would 


have deprived his brother of one of his women; 
in conſequence of which deſign, a bloody quarrel 
might have enſued, had not their breach 'been 
healed by the interpoſition of their mother, who 


* Juſtice, according to our author, is ſeverely adminiſtred 


in Malabar ; there are many caſes in which a creditor ma 
be at liberty 'to draw a circle round his debtor ; over whic 


the latter ſhall not dare to ſtir, till he has either paid the debt, 


or given fecurity for it on pain of death. He advances, as 
an inſtance of this impartiality, a ſtory of accident whereof 


he was an eye-witneſs. It was this; a merchant, who ſup- 
ſed the king bad in ſome" reſpect injured his property, 


opped him one day as he was riding out, and drew a cir- 
ce round him and his horfe ; in conſequence of which action, 
the king gave him ſatisfadtion on the ſpot, | 5 


threat | 
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threatened to cut off the breaſts. wherewith ſhe 
had nouriſhed them, unleſs they came to an ac- 
commodation ; to which they accordingly agreed. | 
He has a guard of horſemen ; who, when he dies, | 
devote themſelves voluntarily to the flames along 
with his body, in order to ſerve him in the other 
world. Criminals have it at their own option to : 
offer themſelves as ſacrifices to any particular ido], : 
twelve knives being for that purpoſe” provided, k 
 wherewith they give themſelves twelve wounds, h 
the laſt being through the heart; at every ſtroke, : 
crying out, I kill myſelf in honour of ſuch a god.” b 
Wives muſt pay the ſame compliment to their huſ- 
bands, whom to outlive is termed diſhonourable. 
Oxen are deemed facred, being worſhipped as ſuch, 
and their fleſh not to be eaten. . 
The Gauri, indeed, eat ſuch as die of a natural 
death, and ſtrew the dung over their houſes; the 
hair of the wild oxen is highly eſteemed among 
the military people of this country, being deemed 
a preſervative againſt the perils of war. Theſe 
are the people that ſlew St. Thomas, whoſe ſepul- 
chre they cannot approach; it lies in a little city 
of ſome trade, and much frequented both by chri- 
ſtians and mahometan pilgrims; the former hold 
the earth of the ſpot, whereon he was killed, which 
is red, a cure for many diſorders, giving it mixed 
in water as a panacea ; the latter honour him as 
a great prophet, under the name of Ananias, It 
is reported, that in the year 1288. the king of this 
country made uſe of the church of this apoſtle, as 
a ſtorehouſe for rice, upon a very emergent occa- 
ſion; but he was ſo' terrified by a viſion, in con- 
ſequence thereof, that he was obliged to find it 
— K ˙ 
The natives here are not quite black, but they in- 
fix that colour in the ſkin, by conſtantly anointing 
Vith oil of jeſſamine; they paint their idols _ 
1 | „ 
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and the devil white ; they indulge letchery without 
being thought criminal; fit on carpets, kill no beaſts, 
the Saracens being theit butchers ; nor do they 
touch their meat with the left hand, which they 
term unclean; they waſh twice a day, eſpecially 
before meals ; will meddle with no man's drinkin 
cup but their own; and that they hold at a FI 
tance from their lips, ſufficient to prevent their 
coming in contact, thus pouring the liquor down; 
thoſe who, have no drinking cups, muſt uſe their 
hands to drink out of. Such of theſe people as 
are known to drink wine, are not permitted to 
be witneſſes in any caſe whatever; failors labour 
under the ſame diſreputation, being looked upon 
as deſperate men. Their affairs are intirely re- 
gulated by diviners, who appoint their particu- 
lar hours of buſineſs, and caſt nativities. The 
boys are taught to maintain themſelves at thirteen 
years old, by ſelling pearls and other commodities. 
They dedicate their children to the idols, before 
whom they ſet victuals; on which the prieſts after- 
SIRE: ß 
The ſeaſons are very warm, and the better ſort 
of people have litters of cane, handſomely orna- 
mented; and very cloſely jointed, which they hang 
to a beam, or ſome place at a good diſtance from 
the ground, to keep them from fleas, and the bite 
of the tarantula. 5 5 | 
Five hundred miles northward of Malabar, is 
the kingdom of Monſul, wherein are found ſome 
good diamonds *; the inhabitants are Pagans. 
| | | >, Welt» 


The manner in which Marco Polo tells us, that dia- 
monds are found in the kingdom of Monſul or Murfili, is a 
tory which muſt be put on the ſame footing with his account 
of the bird called a ruck; however, we ſhall relate it, as 
containing ſomething whĩimſical and entertaining. Diamonds, 
ays he, lie inter mixed with gravel, in deep vallies and re- 
celles of very high mountains, which being Reep and rugged 
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Weſtward of St. Thomas, is the country whence : 
the Bramins had their original, who are the moi WM 2 
faithful dealers in the world, never ſpeaking an un. Ml ; 
truth. They live long, being very abſtemious, ne. 
ver eating fleſh, nor yet roots nor herbs till they Wil ; 
are dry; eſteeming every vegetative production 4; 
indued with a ſoul; they marry only one wife, b 
and are well ſkilled in aſtrology ; they lay ther WM + 
food on the leaves of the paradiſe-apple, for the; e 
uſe no diſhes; and eaſe themſelves in the ſand, c. 
»:ſcattering about their excrement leſt they ſhould con. Wi n 
tribute to breed worms that might ſtarve. Some of Wi u, 
the Bramins are diſtinguiſhed by a ſkein of cotton, 
flung over the ſhoulders, croſſing the breaſt, and tied 
under the arm. But a particular ſect of them, 
called Tangui, go naked, wear a braſs image of a 
cow on their forehead ; anoint with aſhes of ox bone, 
and to that beaſt they alſo pay divine honours. The 
conſtantly chew a certain herb that faſtens the 
teeth, and helps digeſtion, When they die their 
Friends burn their bodies. 
Five hundred miles S. W. of Malabar is Cor-Y 
-Jam, the natives-of which are idolaters, intermix- 
ed with Jews and Chriſtians ; they are not reſtrain- 
ed from enjoyment of women by any degree d 
conſanguinity, making their ſiſters ſubſervient to 
their libidinous deſires. Amongſt the commodi. 


are ſcarcely to be climbed ; but, beſides the difficulty, there 
is e ee danger in the attempt, ariſing from innumer- 
able venomous ſerpents, that lurk in the contiguous hole 
and caverns. However, the perſons who trade in that valu- 
able gem, throw into thoſe precipices and hollows, large 
pieces of raw meat, which are ſwallowed with the ſtones, Meal. 
gravel, and dirt that ſtick thereto, by white eagles that ſwan 
thereabouts to prey upon the ſerpents; then the merchants, 7 
watching the eagle's'abſence from his neſt, take an opportu- fn ci 
nity of ſearching his dung, for this precious ſtone, where they 
often find it in great plenty. The: largeſt and beſt are de- 
manded by the king; they diſpoſe of the reſt. 
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and peahens, parrots of all colours; and in Ca- 


with men; here the north- ſtar may be again diſco- 
yered, | | | 


even then it is uſeful in ſtuffing quilts. On the 
coaſts of Guzerat and Malabar, are many cruel pi- 
rates, who render the navigation thereabouts often 
unſafe. Report ſpeaks of iſlands near the coaſt of 
greater India ; in one of which there are no wo- 
men, in the other no men ; but the latter repair 
to cohabit with the former in March, April, and 
May ; the women breed up the male children till 
they are twelve years old, and then ſend them to 
their fathers. Both ſexes are chriſtians, ſubject to 


the archbiſhop of Socotora ; a city in which are 


many inchanters, who have power over the wind, 
and exerciſe their diabolical arts, in ſpite of the 
excommunications- pronounced againſt them on that 
count, by their archbiſhop, who is independant 
of the pope, and acknowledges a patriarch called 
BY Zatalia, reſiding at Baldach. In all theſe different 
places they ſpeak a different dialect, the mother tongue 
of which is the Malabar language; and tho? there 
are many mahometans and different ſects of chriſ- 
tans, ſcattered through all the iſlands and provin- 
ces of India Major, the people for the moſt part 
ee, | 
One thouſand miles to the ſouthward is the 
valthy iſland of Magaſter, governed by four el- 
Grly men, and ſaid to be three thouſand miles 
n circuit; the inhabitants are idolaters; and 
nve a great trade in elephants teeth. Our au- 
or mentions. a bird of the eagle kind pecu- 
VoL. I. G | liar 
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ties and moſt remarkable productions of Coulam, 
are pepper, indico, braſil, black lions, peacocks, 


maria, are apes, ſo very large, that they can cope 
In Guzerat are cotton-trees, thirty feet high, 


but the produce of them is not fit for ſpinning, if 
the tree be more than twelve years old; however, 


* 
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liar to this iſland, called a ruch or rock *, the ſize 
of which is prodigious large. And in a neighbour. 
ing iſland, which is alſo very great, called Zenſi- 
bar, there are elephants, ſtrange kinds of ſheep, 

and men and women extremely ugly and deformed, 
From theſe iſlands, Marco Polo conveys us to 
India-Minor, which extends, according to him, 
from Ziambi to Murfili, and is divided into eight 
kingdoms. In Middle-India is the kingdom of A. 
. baſcia, abounding with gold, the king whereof is 
a chriſtian, and has ſix tributary kings under him; 
three of which are chriſtians, and three of them 
Saracens ; the people are reckoned valiant ſoldiers, 
'The king of Abaſcia would have made a pilgrimage 
to Jeruſalem in 1288 ; but was prevented by a re- 
preſentation of the danger to which he might ex- 
poſe himſelf, by venturing among ſo many nations 
of Saracens ; however, he ſent a biſhop thither, 
to perform devotions in his name, who was taken 
priſoner on his return, by the ſultan of Aden, who 
compelled him to undergo the ceremony of circum- 
ciſion ; an inſult, which rouſed the emperor of 
Abaſcia's vengeance ; who, railing a large army, 
firaight marched into Aden, where he defeated the 
ſultan, together with two of his mahometan allies, 
and laid the country waſte. In Eſcier, a province 
ſubject to Aden, the principal food both of man 
and beaſt is fiſh, for they have no corn, and but 
little of any other proviſion ; here white frankin- 


*The ruch or rock was faid to be fo large and ſtrong) 
that it could take an elephant in its talons, and fly away 
with it; the abſurdity of this ſtory is one of the arguments 
made uſe of to invalidate the authenticity of this piece 
but, however, it can have but little force: Polo does not 

advance the circumſtance from his own knowledge; he but 
mentions it as a report, which he could not entirely dilcre- 
dit, in a country that every day preſented him with ſome ob- 


ject curious and uncommon, 
| cenſe 


-MARC'O-FOEO Th 
cenſe is procured, by making an inciſion in the 
bark of a certain tree, | 8 

There are ſome provinces taken notice of in this 
place, by our author, which lie more to the north- 
ward, and are ſubject to a certain ſovereign prince 
of the Tartars of the race of Zingis, whoſe name 
is Caidu. Theſe people have neither towns, cities, 
fortreſſes, nor caſtles ; but travel with their ſove- 
reign in the fields, in a manner already deſcribed 
in Rubruquis's travels. Their food is fleſh and 
milk, for they have no corn; but have many ſheep, 
horſes, ſwine, and horned cattle. In theſe regions 
there are white bears, black foxes, wild aſſes, a 
little beaſt bearing a fine ſable fur called mondes, 
and an animal, which they are expert in catching, 
called Pharaoh's rat. The roads here are ſo dee 
and miry, that they cannot be travelled in ſum- 
mer, for the land is very marſhy, and interperſed 
with large lakes; but theſe in winter are frozen 
over, and merchants, trading for ſkins, paſs them 
over in ſledges, drawn by four-footed beaſts, re- 
ſembling dogs. 

Beyond theſe inclement regions our author, of 
whoſe travels this account is the concluſion, men- 
tions a certain tract of country, ſtretching out to 
the utmoſt limits of the north ; where, for many 
months, the face of the ſun is never ſeen, and the 
ar is dull and overcaſt like a miſty morning; 
hence it is called, the Land of Obſcurity ; the 
men, he ſays, are pale, ſhort, and thick-ſet, having 
teither government, laws, nor religion. The Tar- 
ars often make excurſions hither, to rob them 
of their beaſts ſkins, of which they poſſeſs 
ſome that are very valuable; and leſt they ſhould 
bletheir way, they carry mares with them, that have 
icking colts : theſe laſt they leave under a guard 
upon the borders of their own country; and when 
ttey have poſſeſſed themſelves of plunder, they 


G 2 give 


. give the reins to their mares, which immediately 
make the beſt of their way back to their colts. 
The Tartars diſpoſe of ſome of their plunder in 
Ruſſia, a large region, bordering upon the Land 
of Obſcurity, the inhabitants of which are chri. 
 . ſtians of a fair complexion, who pay tribute to the 
khan of the weſtern Tartars; the ocean - waſhes 
this country to the eaſtward, where there are pro- 
vinces abounding with furs, wax and hlver,: there 
being many mines of the latter. 


The 


* ” 


EEE EEE EAA 


The Travels of A. G. BusB EI Us, who 
went into Turkey as Ambaſſador from 
the Imperial Court, to Sol MAN the 
Magnificent, giving an accurate Ac- 
count of the Religion, Laws, Man- 
ners, Wealth, and Policy of that ex- 
tenſive Empire. Ws Pp 
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The occaſion of this embaſſy 3; Busbequius ſets out frem 
Vienna; His route thro Hungary; the Turkiſh dreſs 
deſcribed ; rude behaviour of the baſba of Buda 
of the Famizaries ; the Turks reſtrifted from drink- 
ing wine; behaviour of one who choſe to tranſgreſs 
this ordinance ; of the ruined ſlate of Hungary; 
the indolence of the Turks; the funerals and mar- 
riages of the people of Servia; of the accommoda- 
tions for travellers all thro the Turkiſh dominions 
the manner in which Busbequius travelled ; of the 
people of Bulgaria, and the finery of their women ; 
of the avarice of the Turks; their veneration for 
ſcraps of paper; Conſtantinople and it's precincts 
deſcribed. 5 | 

HE frequent hoſtile incurſions made by the 

Turks into Hungary, rendered the preſence 
of an ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, or in the court 
of the grand ſignior, abſolutely neceſſary ; there. 
being no better method to repel or prevent theſe 
infults, which were commonly countenapced by 
lome great officer, than by complaints — pre- 
ſented to the ear of his ſublime highneſs. Malve- 
zius, who had been named to this important ſta- 
tion, dying upon the road of a ſtrangury, Busbe- 
quis, a man of birth and learning, was appointed 
: X G4 | to 
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to fill his place; who accordingly ſet out from 
Vienna about the middle of November 1554, and 
the ſame night arrived at Comorra * in Hungary, 
where he waited a whole day, to no purpoſe, for 
Paul Palinai, a man well verſed in the affairs of 
Turkey, who was here to have joined him. From 
hence he purſued his journey towards Gran, a city 
tying upon the banks of the Danube, and belong- 
ing to the Turks. On his way thither he was el- 
corted by {ſixteen Hungarian Huſſars; but they re- 
tired upon the appearance of four Turkiſh horſe- 
men, who approached to convoy him : and theſe, 
as they deſcended into a neighbouring valley, were 
Joined by 150 others, who ſurrounded his coach; 
and one or two of them familiarly entered into 
diſcourſe with him by the help of his interpreter. 
The appearance they made was pleaſing to Bus- 
bequius, as being quite new. Their cloathing was 
of purple, or dark blue ſtuff: on their heads they 
wore white turbans, whereon were feen to wave 
fine plumes of different coloured feathers. The 
Handles of their ſwords glittered with jewels ; their 
ſpears and bucklers were curiouſly painted, and 
the trappings of their ſtately horſes were very mag- 
nificent. It was well that his excellency carried 
his bedding among his baggage, otherwiſe he had 
fared but poorly at Gran, the Turks lying upon 
the hard ground. In the morning he received a 
viſit from the ſanziac or governor, whoſe mark of 
dignity was a braſs ball borne before him on the 
top of a ſpear, And altho' the ſeaſon was far ad- 
yanced, and very cold, it being the middle of De- 
cember, all the ponds and pools on the road were 
filled with frogs, which croaked inceſſantly, and 
owed their preſervation to the ſulphureous exhala- | 
tions that abound on every hand. | 


. 


hs « 
© ® Comorra. This city lies upon the banks of the Danube, | 
Ss Between 


in lat. 48 1 1 ny 


"BUSBEQUIUS', 127 
Between Gran and Buda he found no ſtage 
whereat to refreſh ; but he was met without the 
gates of the latter by the governor, at the head of 
a good body.of cavalry, the individuals of which 
entertained him with their {kill in horſemanſhip, 
curvetting, joſtling, racing, throwing their caps in- 
to the air at full ſpeed, and catching them on the 
tops of their ſpears, together with numberleſs other 
feats of agility, Busbequius was obliged to wait 
here ſome days before he could have an audience 
of the baſha, who was violently ill ; and this de- 
lay gave time to Palinai, who had followed poſt, to 
join him. His preſence was very ſatisfactory to 
Busbequius, he being acquainted with the diſpo- 
lition of the baſha, and knowing how beſt to 
repreſent the ill behaviour and unjuſt depredations 
of the Turkiſh ſoldiery. But neither his know- 
ledge nor addreſs, at this time, availed him much ; 
for the baſha's anſwers, to his allegations, were 
rude, inſolent, and evaſive, refuſing the ſatisfac- 
tion demanded, referring to the authority of his 
ſovereign ; and at laſt openly telling them that their 
company was diſagreeable, as he was yet ſcarcely 
recovered from his indiſpoſition. It ſhould have 
been obſerved, that he had requeſted that William 
Quacquelben, Busbequius's phyſician, might attend 
him; and to that gentleman's care, he, in a great 
meaſure, owed the reſtoration of his health. | 
In Buda there was at this time a numerous gar- 
riſon of Janizaries. Theſe are a body of Turkiſh 
foot, conſiſting of 12,000 * men, who are dil- 
perſed in garriſons thro? all the ſultan's dominions. 
They dress in a garment that reaches to their heels; 
and on their heads is a ſort of hood, part of which 
hangs down upon their ſhoulders, and is in front 


* Janizaries. This body of Turkiſh infantry has been 
conſiderably enlarged ſince the days of our author, 
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ornamented with gold or ſilver, and ſome ordinary 
jewels. They have rather the aſpect of friars than 
of ſoldiers ; and affect great modeſty and ſilence, ex- 
cept when money is beſtowed upon them, for which 
they are loudly thankful. It was uſual with them 
to approach the ambaſſador in couples, with pre- 
ſents of flowers, kiſſing his garment eagerly when 
they preſented them, and retiring backwards ſwiftly, 
It being reckoned impolite by them to turn their 
backs upon their ſuperiors. When they ſtood 
liſtening to any thing, or attending for orders, 
they kept their eyes fixed upon the ground, and 
croſſed their arms upon their breaſts. _ 1 
Altho' the laws of Mahomet exprefsly forbid the 
uſe of wine to his followers, yet they will carouſe 
with every fair opportunity; and ſome of them 
who ſupped one night with Busbequius, begged 
he would allow them as much as they could drink, 
with filver bowls to fill it into: he himſelf being 
a ſober man, retired early, while they ſtaid re- 
velling as long as they were able to ſwallow. It 
leems they believe the puniſhment in the next lite 
for getting drunk, is not more than what they will 
be adjudged to undergo for drinking a ſingle glaſs; 


fo that if they have but a taſte they are ſure to 


plunge into exceſs. And it was ſaid of a certain 
Turk, living in Conſtantinople, that whenever he 
was about to tipple wine, he was accuſtomed, pre- 
luſively, to make a moſt hideous noiſe, in order, 
| as he ſaid, either to cauſe his ſoul to emigrate, or 
to drive her into ſome ſecret receſs of his body, 
fo that ſhe ſhould not be defiled and puniſhed for 
his fin. | . 
Buda * is the capital of Hungary; it Hes upon 
the banks of the river Danube, commanding 2 
| | „ Vie 
* Buda, This city lies in lat. 4 40% 130 miles S. E. 


of Vienna, and 180 miles N. W. of Belgrade. It is oy 
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view of Peſt, and a fine tract of champaign coun- 


try. It is ſurrounded with choice paſture lands 


and excellent vineyards; was formerly well-peopled, 
and adorned with ſtately palaces, inhabited by the 
Hungarian nobility ; but the ſcene now is quite 
changed : of it's former magnificence the ruins 
only are to be traced ; for the Turkiſh ſoldiery 
take no care of repairing the houſes, being ſatis- 
fied if their beds be dry, and their horſes, of which 
they are very tender, kept warm. That the rain ſoaks 
thro' the roof, or that the upper part of the houſe 


is entirely occupied by vermin, never gives them a 


moment's uneaſineſs. They look upon magnificent 
buildings as marks of pride and luxury, which 
man, who is but a pilgrim upon earth, ought to 


avoid ; ſeeking only to defend himſelf from thieves, 


fire, and the inclemency of the ſeaſons. Theſe 
are the reaſons that make fine porticoes and elegant 
buildings fo very rare in Turkey: and it is a taſte 
which they, perhaps, derive from their anceſtors; 
who generally encamped in the open fields, making 
very little uſe of cities or walled towns. Withour 
fide the town, on the road to Conſtantinople, there 
is a clear fountain, at the bottom of which fiſh may 
be ſeen playing about, tho' the ſurface is boiling 
hot *. | 33 


on the fide of a hill; very ſtrongly fortified; has often ſhiſted 
it's maſter, and ſuſtained a remarkable ſiege in 1686; at 
which the late duke of Berwick and lord Cuits, particularly 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves. It then ſurrendered to the duke of 
Lorrain, and is now in the hands of the Imperialiſts. Tle 
natural warm baths of Buda are in high eſteem ; the Turks 
having adorned them with the moſt magnificent rooms and 
accommodations for people to bathe in, being in theſe matters 
extremely curious. | . tht 
We are told by Blefkenius, of a phenomenon of the 
ame nature in Iceland. Vide the 29th page of the IVth vol. 


of A Collection of Voyages, publiſhed laſt year in ſeven vols. 
I2m0, | 
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From Buda, Paliani returned thro' Comoma to 
Vienna, to report to his imperial majeſty the effects 
of his conference with the baſha of Buda. In the mean 
time Busbequius embarked his coaches, equipage, and 
attendance on the Danube for Belgrade, whereby 
he made a ſhort cut, it being twelve days journey 
by land from Buda to Belgrade, and the road in- 
feſted with a deſperate banditti, called Heyducs, 
Whereas the paſſage by water was free from ſuch 
Tort of peril, and might be made in five days; yet 
not without ſome danger ariſing from high winds, 
miſty weather, narrow banks, and the indolent re- 


ſignation of the Turks, who, when the veſſel which 


carried the ambaſſador, ſtruck upon a bank, took 
very little pains to ſet her to rights, ſaying, © God 
« would help.” There are ſeveral good towns and 
caſtles on the banks of the Danube, all the way to 
Belgrade; among theſe Tolna * ought not to be 
overlooked, becauſe of the goodneſs of it's white 
wine, and the hoſpitality of it's inhabitants. Bel- 
grade lies on the confluence of the Danube and 
the Save, and is ſtrongly fortified on the land ſide, 
nevertheleſs it was taken in the year 1520 by So- 
Iyman the Great; the reduction of it being in great 
meaſure owing to the negle& of the young king 
Lewis, and the diſſentions among the nobility; molt 
of whom, together with their king, were ſlain, 
Buda taken, Tranſilvania enſlaved, and a torrent 
of miſeries let looſe upon a flouriſhing kingdom; 
under which it ſtill labours, without a proſpect of 
relief, The ſuburbs of Belgrade are rather larger 
than the city itſelf, being well inhabited by people 
of all denominations; and here our ambaſſador 
picked up ſeveral pieces of old coin +. 1 

| 7 rom 


* Tolna is in lat. 46 41“. It is a town in lower Hun- 
gary, no poſſeſſed by the Auſtrians. | 
+ There are plenty of old coins to be found, not only 


in the neighbourhood of Belgrade, but all over — _ 
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From Belgrade he continued his journey by land 


to Conſtantinople, paſſing thro* Semandria and Ja- 
godna; and having a diſtant proſpect of the ſnow- 


covered hills of Tranſilvania, and of the ruins of 


Trajan's bridge. There being ſomething curious 
in the celebration of a funeral, to which our am- 
baſſador was a witneſs in his paſſing thro' this 
country, we ſhall here take the liberty to relate it, 


The body of the deceaſed was placed upon a bier, 


in the church of the Greek communion, with the 
face uncovered; near it lay wine and freſh pro- 
viſions : and on one ſide ſtood the wife, who pre- 
ſented, to the memory of her huſband, a purple 
bonnet, ſuch as is worn by the noble virgins of that 
country. On the other fide ſtood the daughter, 
covered with a hat of peacock's feathers. And 
the air was filled with the lamentations of hired 
mourners, who repeated his perfections, his hap- 
pineſs, his poſſeſſions ;. and then aſked wherefore 
he died ? what he ſtood in need of ? and a thou- 
ſand other whimſical queſtions, Near the ſepulchres, 
in the church- yard, pictures of ſtags and hinds, 
cut in wood, as emblems of the diligence and skill, 
in houſhold affairs, of the wives and daughters of 
the deceaſed, were ſtuck round on poles: to ſome 
of theſe were tied large knots of hair, left there 
by the women in token of their grief. He alſo 
tells us, that when a match is concluded on here, 


Hungary; many of them being of gold, ſome of three 
crowns value; and ſaid to exhibit exact portraitures of Ly- 
ſimachus, Darius, Alexander the Great, and of his father 
Philip. Belgrade is the capital of the province of Servia; 
it has been oſten taken from, and retaken by the Turks; 
to whom it was ſurrendered in 1739, by the mediation of 
the French, after the Auſtrians had remained in poſſeſſion 
of it twenty-two years. It is ſituated in lat. 45. near to 
where the Save empties itſelf into the river Danube; and 
it is diſtant from Vienna zoo miles to the S. E. from Con- 
ſtantinople 450 miles N. W. ; 
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132 THE TRAVELS OF. 
the bridegroom carries off his bride by force, it 
being reckoned forwardneſs in a woman to give 
herſelf up eaſily to be enjoyed. | 

At ſome diſtance from Jagodna is the little river 
Niſſus, and to the right of it lies the town of Niſſa, 
near which there are the remains of an old Roman 
Highway, and a marble pillar, on which were 
formerly inſcribed ſome Latin ſentences, nearly 
eraſed by time. Niſſa is a neat well-inhabited 
town upon the river Morava, diſtant from Belgrade 

130 miles S. E. Here the ambaſſador lay in a cara- 

vanzera, Qr public inn ; with which lodging, and 
: 1 of an hoſpital, he was obliged of- 
ten to take up, while upon this journey; tho” he 
preferred the houſe of a chriſtian, wherever he 
could meet with one in the leaſt ſuitable, which was 
very ſeldom, the proprietors of them being very 
poor: thro” their means, however, he got wine to 
{ſerve his people; that being an office the Turks 
did not care to meddle in. In the hoſpitals the ac- 
commodation is pretty good ; there being ſeparate 
apartments in which a man can. enjoy ſome little 
repoſe ; but, on the contrary, in the caravan- 
zeras the conveniencies are very indifferent. The 
building of theſe is oblong, ſcarcely affording any 
partition between the traveller and his beaſt. A 
wall about three feet broad runs round the whole; 
on this they ſit, eat, drink, and ſleep, making beds 
of their horſe-cloths, pillows of their ſaddles, and 
covering of their long-body cloaths. This manner 
of lying in common was very diſguſtful to Busbe- 
quius; ſo that when he could meet with neither 
an hoſpital nor a chriſtian cabbin, he endeavoured 
to repoſe in his tent, or his chariot. The hoſpitals 
and caravanzeras are open to every traveller, rich 
and poor, Jews and Chriſtians, as well as Turks: 
and here a man is at liberty to reſt three days, but 
no longer ; being conſtantly ſupplied with a _ 


BUSBEQUIUS. = :..: 
of boiled | barley, a ſmall piece of meat, a few 
loaves, and ſome honeycombs, which beipg admi- 
niſtered without diſtinction to the ſanziac as well 
as the pilgrims muſt at no rate be refuſed, The 
neceſſity of complying with this offer was ſo evi- 
dent to Busbequius, that he never rejected it after 
the ſecond time ; it being a wholeſome pleaſant diet, 
and much commended by Galen. 

Sometimes our traveller was obliged to repoſe 
himſelf all night in a ſtable ; where he endeavoured 
to make himſelf as eaſy as poſſible, with a ſoft bed 
and a good fire; of this latter his attendants had 
reaſon to be particularly careful, it being often their 
chief defence againft the ſeverity of the cold; tho? 
he tells us he took care they ſhould not want for 
wine to warm them, wherever there was a poſſibi- 
lity of getting it. The Turks divide the day into 
quarters, which are long or ſhort, according to 
the ſeaſon. of the year ; and theſe quarters are de- 
termined by a certain admeaſurement of water, 
which is watched by a ſort of eccleſiaſtics, called 
Taliſmans, who mounting an high tower at break 


of day, ſun-riſe, noon, the medium between noon 


and ſun- ſet, and at ſun- ſet, proclaim the time with 
a loud voice, and exhort the people to love God, 
and honour Mahomet. From the want of theſe 
annunciations Busbequius had his repoſe often in- 


terrupted by his Turkiſh guides, who, miſtaking 


the light of the moon for day-break, rouſed him 
and his people at midnight to prepare for their 
journey. And yet, when they found they were miſtaken 
in reckoning the time, they would ſneak lily to bed 


without ſpeaking another word, leaving the people 
with their baggage all packed up, waiting for them 


for whole hours together, trembling in the cold. 
This diſturbance, however, Busbequius took care, 
at length, to prevent, by undertaking to rouſe them 
bimſelf at break of day; ſhewing them that they 

might 
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my THE TRASEEST OF 
might rely upon being appriſed of the proper hour 
Wherein to move, by means of his watch, the 
regularity of which ſurprized them extremely; and 
having two or three times been convinced of its 
exactneſs, they truſted to it for the remainder of 
the journey. | | 
Having paſſed the town of Sancta Sophia, they 
entered the rich plain, of Bulgaria, . more properly, 
perhaps, Wolgaria, from the river Wolga; the in- 
habitants not improbably deriving their origine 
from the province of Scythia, on the banks of 
that river. Their language is Sclavonian : they were 
formerly reckoned a very gallant people, having 
reſiſted the utmoſt, efforts made to ſubdue them 
by the emperors of Conſtantinople ; one of whom, 
viz. Baldwin the Elder, who was, moreover, earl 
of Flanders, they took priſoner in battle and ſlew; 
yet now they are miſerably enſlaved by the Turks, 
and the repreſentatives of the nobleſt families de- 
generated into cowherds. The ſame melancholy 
reflection occurs every where in Turkey. No man's 
birth is there a recommendation to him, except 
he ſprings from the race of Ottoman“; rank is 
otherwiſe only to be acquired by actions or acqui- 
ſitions. The women of this province wear looſe 
hempen ſhifts wrought with variety of needle-work, 
in which they pride themſelves extremely; on their 
heads they have ſtraw hats, the flaps of which 
turn up and flant outward ; ſo that at top it is 
much broader than at bottom, ſeeming rather de- | 
ſigned to catch than to repel the rain: proviſions 
are here very plenty, a ſheep being rated at ſeldom 
more than thirty-five + aſpers; and a hen and 
Chickens at one aſper, . 


He was the founder of the royal family of Turkey. 
+ An aſper is worth very little more than an Englifn 
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Hence to Philipopolis, part of the road lies thro? 
a thick foreſt, and over a craggy mountain called the 
Carpi Dervent, and part by the banks of the He- 
ber, which takes its riſe near mount * Rhodope, 
whoſe top our ambaſſadors ſaw from thence all 
white with ſnow. This river is in many places 
fordable ; yet the ſtream often ſuddenly encreaſes 
with floods from the hills to a deep and dangerous 
torrent. Philipopolis ſtands upon one of three 
little hillocks, which look as if they had been torn 
from the neighbouring mountains: there are ſome 
fields of rice near it, which are low and marſhy ; 
and ſeveral ſmall heaps of earth, being, ſay the 
inhabitants, the graves of people formerly ſlain 
hereabouts in battle. 

Now leaving mount Hamus to the left, and the 
river Heber to the right, Buſbequius purſued his 
way to Conſtantinople through Adrianople, bait- 
ing at Selimbria, a town in the midway, lying up- 
on the ſea- ſide; from whence there ran a wall to 
the banks of the Danube, to prevent the incur- 
ſions of the barbarians ; but it is now ruined, and 
a ditch that flanked it is dried up. There were 


* This mountain and the river Heber are thus taken nes 
tice of by Horace in the 25th Ode of the third Book, 


— Non ſecus in jugis 
Ex ſomnis ſtupet ewias, 
Hebrum proſpiciens, & nie Candidam 
Thracen, ac pede barbaro © 
Luſtratam Rhodopen. 


A bacchanal thus rous'd from fleep, 
On ſome ſtupendous mountain's brow z 
Looks with ſurprize adown the ſteep, 
Where HEBER's waters roll below; 
Or RHODOPE's aſpiring hill, 
To favage orgies lifts it's head; 
While feſtal ſhouts the vallies fill; ? 


Or Thrace, with flaky ſnows beſpread. 
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plenty of narciſſuſſes, hyacinths and talips, to be 
ſeen in full bloom all the way, though it was in 
the midſt of winter : the two former give a fine 
perfume to the air, but the laſt has no ſmell ; how- 
ever, it is cultivated by the Turks, on account of its 
variety of colours, they being very fond of flowers; 


and though in other things ſparing and parſimoni- 


ous, in that particular they are extravagant; a fine 
flower being valued among them at a very high 
price, We ſhould here have remarked, that the 
Turks ſeem naturally diſpoſed to avarice and co- 
vetouſneſs; and without a liberal, nay, a profuſe 
diſpoſition, a chriſtian had better not think of tra- 
velling among them; for, without being well 
paid, they are ill-natured and will do nothing; 
nor, on the other hand, will they ſcruple any thing 
to munificence. It is a cuſtom with them to pick 
up every bit of paper that they perceive lying about, 
and to cram it into ſome chink, where it may re- 
main ſafe from abuſe; for fear, ſay they, God's 
name ſhould chance to be inſerted thereon, and 
perhaps trodden under foot. It is a part of their 
creed, that on the laſt day, Mahomet will ſummon 
them from purgatory, to partake of the joys of 
heaven, but that their paſſage to it lies over a red 
hot gridiron ; on which, all the paper that they 
have in their life-time preſerved, will, at that mo- 
ment, ſpread itſelf ſpontaneouſly ; and they con- 
ſequently paſs over with lefs damage than other- 
wiſe. One of the ambaſſador's convoy, who ſaw 
a ſervant of his uſe a piece of paper on a certain 
neceſſary but unclean occaſion, complained to his 
excellency of the profanation ; and was anſwered, 


that it was nothing ſurprizing a man ſhould behave | 


thus, who could eat ſwine's fleſh, They pay the 
ſame reſpect to rofe-leaves, that they do to ſcraps 
of paper; for they ſuppoſe that roſes ſprung from 


the 
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the ſweat of Mahomet. To ſit on the“ Khoran, 
they count a crying offence ; and it is of ſuch a 
nature, that a chriſtian for doing it will be cer- 
tainly put to death. In the neighbourhood of 
Conſtantinople, bridges are built over two arms of 
the ſea, which are no mean addition to the beauty 
of a moſt delightful landſcape. January the 2oth, 
Buſbequius arrived at Conftantinople, where he 
found Anthony Wrantzius, and Francis Zay, who 
were to aſſiſt in his embaſſy, waiting for his com- 
ing. | 

Sende from its ſituation, ſeems as if 
it had been intended by nature to be miſtreſs. of 
the world. The ground on which it ſtands is in 
Europe; it has Aſia in view, Agypt and Africa on 
the right hand; and on the left, the Euxine ſea, 
and the Palus Mzotis : from the latter it derives 
innumerable commercial advantages ; and fiſh, ſuch 
as mackrel, tunny, cod, porpoiſe, and others, are 
ſo plenty, that they may be often caught with the 
hand, There are many kinds of them with which 
the Turks will not meddle, reckoning them un- 
clean; ſuch as tortoiſe, eels, and cockles. This ſu- 
perſtition they derive from the Greeks, who are 
forbidden ſeveral ſorts of food by their prieſts; 
nor can an offence againſt this inhibition be par- 
doned, without a ſevere pecuniary mulct, as was 
the caſe of a young Greek, a domeſtic off the am- 
baſſador, who was fined two months wages for 
having eaten ſome periwinkles, not knowing what 
they were; and it is ſcarcely poſlible to deſcribe his 
lamentations, when he diſcovered his miſtake, into 
which he had been purpoſely led by ſome of his 
fellow- ſervants. The ſtreets of Conſtantinople are 


The Khoran, corruptly called the. Alcoran, is the book 
in which Mahomet ſet down the principles of the Turkiſh 
religion; and is of the ſame weight among the Turks, as 
the Bible is among chriſtians. 5 

dark 
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dark and narrow, and the buildings far from being 


magnificent; it is ſaid, that the Turks have de- 
ſtroyed the beſt part of the church of Santa: So- 
phia, which is their principal moſque, and was 
certainly an elegant ſtructure; Buſbequius was per- 
mitted to ſee the inſide of it, of which he gives no 
other deſcription ; this liberty was, it ſeems, a ſpe- 
cial favour, the Turks generally believing, that the 
. preſence of a chriſtian pollutes their places of di- 
vine worſhip. 

In the old ſeraglio are two braſs ſerpents, and a 
very large obeliſk, which being thrown down by 
an earthquake, lay upon the ground for many ages, 
no body being found ſkilful enough to rear it; a 
taſk, which at laſt, an ingenious architect under- 
took to perform, for a very large premium ; and 
Having raiſed it to very near a perpendicular, by 
the help of mechanics, begun to deſpair of com- 
pleating it, till he thought himſelf of wetting the 
ropes wherewith he reared it, which being con- 
tracted by the moiſture, ſoon fixed it in a proper 
and firm poſition, Oppoſite to the caravanzera, 
wherein Buſbequius took up his quarters, there 


' Mood a ſtone pillar, to the top of which you 


might aſcend by ſtaifs winding quite round it; 
it was ſaid to have been formerly crowned with the 
ſtatue of Arcadius, who erected it, and whoſe ad- 
ventures are engraven upon it. Facing the Ger- 
man ambaſſador's reſidence, is a column conſiſting 
of eight ſtones of red porphyry, the joining of 
Which is ſo nicely concealed under a garland 0 
laurel, which winds quite round the pillar, that it 
has the appearance of one entire piece of marble. 

The ambaſſador, during his ſtay in this city, {aw 
a fine collection of beaſts, among which was a lion, 
ſo tame, that he would permit his keeper to tale 
his prey out of his mouth; and an elephant“ that 
played at ball with his trunk, ſtriking it back to the 


| quarter. 


1 10 
7 x8 
quarter whence he received it; he was alſo taught 
to caper in time, to a certain fort 'of meaſure, 
ſomething reſembling,a jig. Here were alſo lynxes, 
panthers, leopards, and cat-a-mountains ; and Buſ- 
bequius cauſed the bones of a came-leopard, 
which had been ſome time dead, to be dug up, that 
he might examine its anatomy. The ſkin of the 
came-leopard is ſpotted like that of a leopard, and 
it's head and neck are like thoſe of a camel ; it is 
not a beaſt adapted at any rate to carry burthens. 
Curioſity induced him, while he remained here, to 
take a view of the Euxine; and he failed in a ſmall 
veſſel to Pontus, where he was admitted to a view 
of one of the grand ſignięr's pleaſure-houſes, which 
was ſurrounded with fragrant groves, and moſt 
delightful gardens, that owed their beauty more 
to nature than to art, and ſeemed finely calculated 
for diſpoſing the mind to ſtudy and reflexion. The 


Euxine, called by the Turks, Caradenis, or the 
Black-ſea, falls through a narrow trait, into the 


Thracian Boſphorus, where the number of pro- 
montories preventing its free paſſage, ruffle conſi - 
derably the ſurface ; from thence it runs down to 
Conſtantinople, and by a like ſtrait empties it- 
ſelf into the Propontis. About the middle of the 
Boſphorus are two caſtles, one of which ſtands in 


Aſa, the other in Europe; they were both built 


by the emperor Mahomet, the former before, the 
latter after he took Conſtantinople; they are uſed at 


this day as priſons for captives of eminence. There 


is a remarkable watch- tower called Pharos, on the 
European ſhore of the Boſphorus, where lights are 
nightly exhibited to guide ſhipping. In the bed 
of a neighbouring river that here empties itſelf in- 
to the ſea, are found a ſort of ſtones, which, when 
poliſhed, look as well as onyxes or ſardonyxes. 
Here our author ſearched in vain for the Cyaneo, 
or Symplegades, a fort of floating iſlands — 
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ed by Peter Gyllius; nor does he hold with Poly- 


bius, that at one time or other the Euxine will be 
choaked up, and its navigation ſtopped by the ſangs 
and ſtuff, waſhed into it from the Danube, and 
many other rivers. 3 888 


GRAF. l. 


The ambaſſador continues his journey to Amaſia ; the 
Jactall deſcribed. Of the Turkiſh averſion to fla- 
Tues; of the hyena; Turkiſh opinion / a reſur- 
rection; of the ignorance of the people inhabiting the 
. banks of the river Halys ; of the abſurd and ridi- 
culous tenets of the monks of Theme Thioi; Buſbe- 
quius has an audience of Solyman the Magnificent ; 
his court deſcribed ; an account of a grand enter- 
tainment made by Hali Baſha for the Perſian an- 
baſſader ; Buſbequius returns to Vienna, charged 
with a commiſſion from the Turkiſh court; his re- 
tinue attacked by the plague ; how cured; of the vaſt 
fertility of Servia and Hungary; character of the 

| Raſcians; a narrow eſcape from robbers, 


BRAHIM Baſha, governor of Conſtantino- 
ple, having ſent notice to his maſter, then in 
Aſia, of the arrival of the ambaſſadors from Vi- 
enna, that monarch deſired they ſhould repair to 
him at Amaſia. For which city they ſet out on the 
9th of March, crofling the Helleſpont with their 
equipage to Scutari, where they reſted that night, | 
and purſued their journey the following day thro 
fields of fragrant plants, in which were great 
plenty of land tortoiſes, which they did.not chuſe 
to make a meal of at any time, leſt their guides 
ſhould have been offended at their uncleanneſs; 
and paſſing through Gabiſe, where Hannibal is 
ſaid to lie interred, they arrived in four days at 


Nicomedia ; it was the capital of Bithynia fopmer'Y 
| ang 


7 
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and a city of note, as the ruins of it teſtify, From 
thence, after croſſing mount Olympus, they arrived 
at Nice; but ſo late, that the firſt watch was ſet, and 
the jackalls were buſily engaged in purſuit of prey, 
their diſſonant howlings grating on the ear from every 
quarter. Theſe beaſts are a ſmall ſpecies of wolves 
that rove about in herds, without daring to med- 
dle with either man or beaſt. They will boldly 
enter the houſes or tents of the Turks, under co- 
ver of the night, and devour any thing, of which 
they can lay hold, even ſhoes, boots, girdles, and 
ſcabbards. But they diſcover themſelves in their 
theft, by ſetting up a howl, if one of them chance 
to cry out ; whereby they rouſe the people, who 
drive them out with ſtaves. 

From the middle of the market-place, the four 
gates of Nice may be ſeen ; the walls are ſtill en- 
tire, and were regaired by Antoninus, as appears 
from ſome old Latin inſcriptions ; here are alſo 
ruins of baths, which, not improbably, belonged 
to that emperor. While/ they remained here, a 
curious ſtatue of an armed ſoldier was dug up, 
which the workmen immediately battered with their 
hammers, ſaying to ſome of the ambaſſador's atten- 
dants who would have prevented them, What 
you would worſhip it,, would you ? It is the way 
with you chriſtians.” The Turks have a great aver- 
tion to all kinds of imagery ; and it is certain that 
they have deſtroyed, either through ignorance or 
obſtinacy, many noble pieces of antiquity. The 
lodging of our ambaſſador at Nice had been for- 
merly the ſeat of a celebrated council of the fathers 
of the chriſtian church. From thence they pur- 
ſued their rout over the ſtreights of mount Olym-'_ 
pus, to Caſſumbaſa, where they repoſed in an inn, 
or Turkiſh hoſpital, oppoſite to which was a ſquare 
trench, cut in a rock, which was filled with ſnow, 
and the water which iſſued from it, as it melted, was 
1 | | conveyed 
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142 THE TRAVELS OF 
Conveyed into the road by means of a ſmall chan: 
nel, for the refreſhment of travellers. | 

Quitting mount Olympus, they deſcended into a 
champaign country, where they lay in their tents, 
and here at a place called Chiauſada, they ſaw a 

| ſubterranean houſe, which was only lighted from 
the roof, In this country the paſturage is extra- 
-ordinarily rich; the goats which feed on it, having 
long white hair, which the goatherds are careful 
of keeping well combed and clean, waſhing them 
often in the neighbouring rivers ; of this hair is made 
camblets ; theſe beaſts degenerate quickly when 
removed to a different ſoil : the mutton here is - 
very rank, having tails that weigh eight or ten 
pounds; and ſome of them are ſo fat and heavy, 
that the ſheep are obliged to be aſſiſted, by having 
them. laid on a ſmall plank that runs upon wheels, 
otherwiſe they could not drag them along. The 
ſhepherds wander about, as the ſeaſons or want of 
paſturage cls them to ſhift; carrying their 


wives and familiqs in waggons, in which they ſome- 
times alſo lie, and ſometimes in tents in the open 
fields. Among the various birds of this country, 
there is one ſo very daring that it can never be 
tamed, and the Turks ſay, the devil is afraid of it; 
and alſo a ſort of duck that makes a noiſe like a 
poſt-horn. * | 
Arriving at length at Amyra, they were obliged 
to halt for the arrival of the Perſian ambaſſador, 
who was to make his entry into Amaſia, at the 
ſame time with them. Buſbequius ſaw with regret 
every where that he had paſſed, marble pillars, 
curious inſcriptions, and ſtately monuments, which 
| there had been much pains taken to deſtroy. The 
Turks never cover their dead bodies with earth, 
they only top the mouth of the grave with a huge 
fone, ſo heavy, that it cannot be removed by any 


beaſt of prey; and among the moſt remai kable of 
| 0 8 ſuchs 3 
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ſuch as infeſt this country, we may reckon the 


dead body, which having obtained, it carries to 
its den, and there feeds upon it at leiſure. The hy- 
æna is of a ſlender make, rather lower than a 
wolf; and having rough ſhaggy hair, ſpotted with 
black; the head of it is joined to the back by a 
ſingle bone, in which there being no joint, the 
beaſt cannot look back, without moving the whole 
body; the teeth of it are one continued bone: It 
is called a zertlan by the Turks, who ſay it under- 
ſands what men diſcourſe about, ſo that the hun- 
ters always cry out, they cannot find her, when 
they are ſure ſhe is in her hole, and by that means 
they ſecure her ; for ſhe lies ſnug, thinking they 
ſpeak truth. When ſhe finds ſhe is enthralled, 
ſhe will fight deſperately, but they generally dif- 
able her by tying ſtrong ropes round her legs. 

The Turks believe, that after a certain time, the 
evil and good genius of a*perſon who is dead, will 
diſpute about their right :to his ſoul, and which, 


the tombſtone, beneath which lies its body. Our 


he paſſed ; as well as exact in his enquiries after 
old coins, and ſuch other remains of antiquity, as 


d could contribute to illuſtrate hiſtory, And it gave 
r, him much vexation once to have been told by a 


brazier, that two days before, he had melted down 
almoſt a whole roomful of old coins into pots and 
pans ; the braſier was, indeed, much mortified, on 
his part, when told, that his precipitation had loſt 

him a good ſum of money. TED 
Ancyra * was dedicated to Auguſtus by the 
commons of Aſia, whoſe atchievements, finely cut 
ns In 


* Ancyra, otherwiſe called Angoura, is a city of Natolia, 
near which Pompey beat Mithridates ; and Tamerlane ob- 


hyzna ; a beaſt that will labour hard to get at a 


during the conteſt, fits to plead its own cauſe upon 


ambaſſador was curious in his ſearches after the 
natural productions of every place through which 
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144 THE TRAVELS OF 
in marble, once ornamented the walls of the town- 
houſe ; but rhey are now ſo miſerably abuſed and 
broken as to be ſcarcely legible ; indeed the town- 
houſe itſelf lies in melancholy ruins. The preſent 
Ancyra is only a part of the old town, which in 
the canons was called Anguira ; it was ſometime 
the ſeat of the Gauls. Strabo has taken notice of 
it, and Pliny diſtinguiſhed it by the name of. Tec- 
tolagum. This place is famous for manufacturing 
and dying camblets, a cloathing much uſed by the 
Turks; veſts of it being worn even by Solyman 
himſelf. Among the colours which they moſt eſteem, 
are white, yellow, violet, and mouſe; but greens 
of all ſorts are held in high veneration, that hay- 
ing been the favourite colour of Mahomet, when 
advanced in years. Purple is a warlike enſign, and 
he among them who dreſſes in black, is looked up- 
on as a deſperado, and as ſuch carefully avoided, 
Theſe people give great credit to augury, and the 
accident of a baſha's falling from his horſe, has ſome- 
times coſt him his poſt. 
In paſſing through the village of Algii, they 
had, a glympſe of the mountains of Synopi, the. 
tops of which appeared red, occaſioned by the 
quantity of red lead lying in their bowels; this 0 
road brought them to the banks of the river Halys, e 
which formerly divided the kingdoms of Lydia and 
Medea. Nobody is ignorant of the oracle which T 
encouraged Cræſus to make war upon the Perſians, WM v. 
by telling him, that his croſſing the Halys ſhould fo 
be attended with the deſtruction of a great empire, M +. 
which was verified in his own defeat, and the ſubduc- WW 
tion of his dominions; though he gave the oracle WM tell 
a contrary interpretation, On the banks of this WM tur. 


tained a great victory over Bajazet, the ſecond emperor of the 


ne | - h afte 

Turks : it is thought to contain at this day near 60,000 ſouls 3 : ; 

and lies 150 miles E. of Conſtantinople in lat, 42*. 5 on 
| OE FE 2 a 3 n 


river 
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xiver they found plenty of liquorice, and the chan- 


nel abounded with fiſh ; which the country peo- 


ple had no nction of catching, becauſe they would 


not ſtay to be taken with the hand; and on being 


queſtioned concerning the beſt method to catch 


ſome certain kind of birds, they adviſed the 


hand, provided the bird did not fly away. To 


do them juſtice, gluttony is not a vice to which 
the Turks are much addicted: they feed heartily 
on bread, onions, and ſour milk; the latter, 
with bread ſteeped in it, is ſold in all caravan- 
ſeras, and in warm weather it is certainly a plea- 
fant cooling draught. By way of variety they add 


cheeſe, plums, peaches, pears, quinces, figs, * 


raiſins, and cornel-berries : and a pullet, or a bit 
of mutton, ſerved up with rice, is eſteemed a vaſt 
delicacy. Their common drink is water, with 
which they mix honey and ſugar; ſometimes 
they pour hot water upon the fineſt raiſins, and 
let them ſtand two or three days to ferment, 
in which time it acquires a pleaſant acid; they 
then add a little ſnow, and lees of wine to ſet 
it on a fret. This drink is called Arabian ſher- 
bet; it is heady, and will not preſerve long ; the uſe 


of it is forbid by the Koran, becauſe of its in- 
ebriating quality. ee Eat fl 


Ef 

From the banks of the Halys they proceeded to 
Theme Thioi, a ſtately monaſtery of Derviſes, 
who are ſo extremely ignorant, that they con- 
found all order and chronology ; for they ſay, 
that Alexander the Great was king Solomon's 
chief general, and Job his maſter of horſe. They 
tell ſtrange ſtories of a knight-crrant, of huge ſta- 
ture, called Chederles, who was a great traveller, 
killed a dragon, relieved a diſtreſſed damſel, and 
after traverſing many nations, wherein he met 
vith various adventures, he at laſt came to a eer- 
tain river, which no man ever ſaw ſince, becauſe 
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of a miſt that overſpread it; and here he, and his 
horſe, became immortal, by quenching their thirſt. 
They relate, that he was an intimate friend of Alex. 


ander the Great; and that from his urine aroſe 3 
certain ſpring of clear water, which ſtands near 
the monaſtery-door, and is covered with marble. 


They talk much of his groom, and his ſiſter's ſons, 
who are buried near at hand; and from praying 
at whoſe ſepulchre, they perſuade the infirm, that 


they derive much relief. They adminiſter the 


wder of particular ſtones, whereon Chederles 
waited for the dragon, in water, as efficacious, in 
fevers, head-achs, and the diſorders of the ee. 


This Chederles appears in ſome things to be the ſame 


with 8 Cappadocia. The country all round 
is ſo full of ſerpents and vipers, that on a ſun-ſhiny 
hot day, it is dangerous ſtirring abroad, ſuch num- 
bers of them {ſwarm about. hy 

At length they arrived at Amaſia, on the 7th of 
April, having been on the road twenty-nine days: 
at the gate of the town, they were honourably 
received by ſome great officers of ſtate ; and 


immediately introduced to the vizier Achmet, 


who treated them with great formality, the em- 
* being then abroad; however, as ſoon as 

e returned, they were * led inte his preſence, 
where they declared the ſubject of their embaſſy; 
to which be gave but an indifferent reception, and 
replying, © Well, well;” bade them depart. Har 
ing kiſſed his hand, they retired from his 
preſence, backwards. His throne was covered 


wich rich tapeſtry and embroidered cuſhions ; 


| Certain officers are appointed to introduce ambaſſadors 
to the preſence of the grand ſignior; who hold, or rather 


ſupport them under the arm; a form that has been practiſed 


ever fince one of the Amuraths was ſtabbed by a Croatian, 


to hom he gave an unguarded audience, 
it 


LH 


BUSBEQUIVUS ry 
it was raiſed about a foot from the ground ; 
near him lay his bow and arrows; his aſpect had 
ſomething of majeſty in it, intermixed with frowns 


and ſeverity, which was, perhaps, in ſome mea-. 
ſure heightened by the anguiſh of an ulcer, faid 
to be in his thigh : he uſed to paint his cheeks o 
public days, that he might appear the more health- 
ful and blooming. In his pleaſures he was ex - 


tremely temperate; never very fond of wine; and 
ſo little given to venery, that it was ſaid he never 


once had carnal knowledge of another woman af - 
ter being married to Roxalana, who governed him 
juſt as ſhe thought proper; he was a ſtri& obſer- 
ver of the laws of Mahomet, and his prevailing paſ-  - 
ſion was glory. His attendants, conſiſting of ma- 
ny governars of provinces, who waited on him with 
preſents, the officers of the ſpahis or imperial - 
horſe, and the janizaries, formed a numerous and 
ſplendid court, to which a profound ſilence, ob- 


ſerved by all, added an awful ſolemnity. Their 


garments were of ſilk or velvet differently coloured, 
beautifully embroidered, and which reaching down 
to their heels, added much to the gracefulneſs of 


their appearance; nor was the ſight of the janiza- 
ries leſs pleaſing, who ſtood motionleſs as ſtatues 
round the hall of audience, and all bowed regu- 
larly in return to their having been ſaluted by the 


ambaſſadors, who had alſo as they went out a view 


of the ſpahis or horſeguard, changing their quar- 


ters; they were finely mounted and richly accou- 
tered, Although the ambaſſadors of the empire 


could eaſily. perceive, that they were not to expect 


the beſt of terms, thoſe of Perſia fared much 
better, all their demands. being Gl granted; 


perhaps, they partly owed their ſucceſs to the 


ch preſents which they brought with them, con- 


liſting of fine tapeſtries, embroidered hangings, 


H +: of 


— 


curious ſaddles, Damaſcus ſcymetars, the handles 
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of which were ornamented with diamonds, ſhields 


of curious workmanſhip, and an elegant copy of 


the Khoran. Theſe ambaſſadors were e loaded with 
civilities, for the Turks are as exceſſive in their 
proteſtations of friendſhip, as mm are loud in re- 
proaches when at enmity. | 

Haly Baſha, the deputy vizier, a native of Dal. 
matia, remarkable for his abilities and hoſpita- 
lity, entertained the 'Perſian in his gardens with 

eat elegance and peculiar regularity, Each 
courſe conſiſted of one hundred diſhes; ſerved up 
by as many youths, who ſtood one behind 
the other, and firſt ſaluted: the gueſt by bowing 
low to the ground, their hands being laid upon 
their thighs ; after which geſticulation they roſe, 
and the laſt of them handed a diſh to his next 
neighbour, which paſſed in that manner, till it 
reached to him who was neareſt the ambaſſador; 
from whom it was taken and placed upon the table 
by a gentleman uſher. This part of their duty be- 
ing accompliſhed, they at once ſaluted the gueſt in 
the ſame manner as before, and then retired in 
excellent order, without ' the leaſt noiſe or confu- 
ſion ; he that ſtood neareſt the door, departing 
firſt. The Perſian ambaſſador was ſeated under a 
canopy by the ſide of a baſha ; and his principal 


attendants ate at a diſtance, with ſome Turks of 


qua iv. 


The beſt terms that Buſbequlus cbuld now obtain 
for his maſter, was half a year's truce; in the mean 
while, his excellency was pitched upon to carry let. 
ters to him from Solyman, treating of a peace, and 
to return with his anſwer. Before his departure, 
he had a ſecond audience of the grand ſignior, being 
firſt cloathed in a rich Turkiſh habit, and all his at- 
tendants dreſſed in the ſame manner ; here having 
received his laſt inſtructions, he in a few days after- 


wards ſet out _ Amaſia for Conſtantinople. A 
ma- 
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Amaſia is interſected at a great depth by the 


river Iris, over which, it on each ſide riſes inſenſibly; 
it is ſo ſurrounded with ſteep and dangerous hills, 
that it can be entered on one ſide only by coaches 
or waggons. This town, which is the capital of 
Cappadocia, and the reſidence of a governor, is 
commanded by a formidable caſtle, which over- 
looks it, and in which the grand ſignior always 
keeps a ſtrong garriſon, The ſtreets of Amaſia 
are narrow and unpleaſant, the houſes low, poorly 
built of clay, and covered therewith, for they 
take but little pains. in conſtructing their roofs, 
as in this climate, rain is a ſort of phenomenon ; 
when a ſhower does happen, it makes a great im- 
preſſion upon their buildings. The natives, in 
former times, were wont to uſe the air only for 
their canopy, Buſbequius and his people made a 
quicker journey to Conſtantinople than they had 
done to Amaſia, riding ſometimes two days 
journey in one; notwithſtanding that he laboured 
under a ſort of fever, which at length ſettled in a 


kind of quotidian ague, from which he was reco- 


vered by the uſe of warm baths, through the care 
of Mr. Quacquelben ; who always ſprinkled him, 
after bathing, with cold water; the effect of which 


was excellent. | | 
His excellency now ſet out for Vienna; but was 
ſtruck with melancholy at meeting ſeveral waggon 
loads of chriſtian' boys and girls, brought out of 
Hungary, to be ſold for ſlaves in Conſtantinople ; 
the gates a which they entered, at the ſame time 
that he quitted that celebrated city. On his jour- 

ney, ſeveral Hungarians in his train were infected 
with the plague, which they had caught, by di- 
riding amongſt each other, the apparel of one of 
their countrymen, whom that diſorder had killed; 


he had been an attendant upon one of Buſbequius's 


colleagues, of whom it had been requeſted as a 
"By | '. favour, 
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favour, that this man ſhould travel in his reti. 
nue, being weary of living in Turkey; however, 
Mr. Quacquelben recovered them from that dread- 
ful diſorder, by adminiſtering a decoction of ſcor- 
dium, mixed with lemnian earth and diaſcordium; 
whereby they were thrown into ſweats, that in a 
few days carried off the infection. It was remark. 
able, that Buſbequius diſcovered a plant, by meer 
chance, of which he knew not the nature, till he 
ſhewed it his phyſicians, who found it to be ſcor- 
dium; an acquiſition, that gave him infinite ſatiſ- 
faction, as, without it, he was at a loſs what to 
adminiſter to his patients; not being furniſhed 
with proper medicines, nor yet knowing where 
they were to be procured. In Belgrade, at this 
time, fiſh was ſo plenty, that for half a dollar, as 
much might be bought as would ſuffice fifty men; 
and the adjacent meadows were ſo loaden with 
bay, that it was to be had only for the trouble of 
mowing and carrying it away. The ſame plenty ap- 
peared through all Serra and Hungary; and, if ind 
latter, the graſs was fo tall, that it almoſt covered 
the coaches from the view of each other ; nor can 
there be a greater argument of the richneſs of the 
ſoil than this proſpect, joined to the large crops 
of wheat, oats, and barley, with which it was in- 
termixed ; and certainly, no country in the world 
is better ſtocked with all conveniencies of life, than 
this tract of land, which now was in its prime; it 
being about the end of the month of June. 
The inhabitants of the country that ſtretches 
from Semandria to the banks of the Drave, are 
called Rafcians ; they are a deceitful drunken race, 
having few villages of any note: Efech, where 
they croſſed, the laſt mentioned river, belongs to 
them ; being in 2 low fituation, and remarkable only 
for the overthrow of Catzianerus, and the routing 
of the Chriſtians. From this place they proceed 
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to Laſque, where they were obliged to halt, Buſ- 
bequius being not only much fatigued, but labour- 
ing under a tertian ague. Here he was met by ſe- 
veral of the principal inhabitants, who brought 


him preſents of wine, melons, pears, plums, and 


other fruits; but not being able, on account of his 
diſorder, to entertain them, he deſired his principal 
domeſtics to provide for them an elegant ſupper, 
in which orders he was obeyed. While he ſlept, 
his phyſician ordered all the various refreſhments 
and proviſions that had been brought in, to be 
ſpread upon a table in his bed-chamber ; the ſight. 
whereof ſurprized him extremely when he awoke, 
and contributed, in ſome meaſure, to chear him; 
though his phyſicians ſcarcely allowed him any 
more than a taſte of them. Quitting Laſque, and 
croſſing the Danube, by the iſland of Cophis, he 
arrived at Buda, the twelfth day after his depar- 
ture from Belgrade, having loſt ſeveral horſes on 
the road, which were killed by eating new bar- 
ley, and drinking cold water; he luckily eſ- 
caped the vigilance of a band of deſperadoes, or 
heydukes, who intended to have plundered him and. 
his train; ſome of them having lain in wait for 


that purpoſe under a broken bridge: but it is hard 


to ſay, what deterred them from perpetrating their 
villainy ; perhaps the number of people. The 
bana, who was encamped at Peſt, on the 
other ſide of the river, ſent word to Buſbequius, 
that he ſhould be ready to confer with him in three 
days; at the end of which time, they had a meet- 
ing, but it was productive of nothing but diſpute, 


and accuſations preferred on each ſide, concerning 


the inſolencies and depredations committed by the 
ſubjects of their reſpective ſovereigns. 

From Peſt he departed for Gran, and lay that 
night at a village on the oppoſite ſhore; in order 
that he might the ſooner be enabled to reach Co- 
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marra ; it was not without difficulty that he obtain- 
ed the fayour of being permitted to croſs the 
river that night; and the two Turks, who had 
been ſent over firſt to. diſpatch the ferry-boat 
and prepare quarters for his retinue, were attack- 
ed by four Hungarian ſoldiers, belonging to the 
garriſon of Javarin ; who, very near, cut off the 
noſe of one of them, with a ſtroke of his ſcyme- 
tar, and then robbed him of his horſe. Buſbe- 
quius, however, took care to ſee his wound dreſſed, 
and gave him two ducats, with which he was not 
ſatisfied, till the ſanziack interpoſing, told him it 
was enough, as the accident could not be laid to 
the charge of his excellency. The next day leay- 
ing Comarra, he ſet out for, and arrived at Vien- 
na, in two days, it being the latter end of Auguſt, 
I555, Where he was gracioully received by Maxi- 
milian, king of Bohemia, for the emperor Ferdi- 
nand was then abſent; to him, however, he im- 
mediately diſpatched a letter, giving an account 
of his proceedings in Turkey; but he was ſo very 
much altered and emaciated by ſickneſs, that his 
old acquaintances could ſcarcely recollect him; 
and when they did, it was difficult to perſuade 
them. that the Turks had not given him poiſon. 
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CHAP, . . 


Busbequius returns to Conſtantinople; his colleagues 
are permitted to return home; the peace advances 
but flowly ; of Busbequius* houſe at Conſtanti- 
nople ; his ways of diverting himſelf; tꝛus ſtories 
of a weazel;, one of a ſerpent ; of a ſhe lynx in 
love with a ſervant ; great affettion of a crane for 
a Spaniſh /o/dier ; of the tenderneſs which the Turks 
have for animals; the vaſt uſcfulneſs of the camel; 
 ftory of Mahomet the im peſtor, and a cat; of tbe 
Turkiſh beggars, cr raiher pilgrims ; the value of 
their flaves ; of their women, beth wives and con- 
cubines ; an old woman falls' in love with a yourg 
virgin; how puniſhed; comical miſtake of a hagt 


at a feat. 


Olyman's letters to the emperor having been 
canvaſſed in the diet, anſwers to them were 
prepared ; wherein his imperial majeſty abated no- 
thing of his former . propoſitions : and theſe being 
delivered to the care of Busbequius, he ſet out on 
his return to Conſtantinople in November, where, 
on his arrival, he found his colleagues in good 
health. Their treatment, indeed, was not. ſo friendly 
as he could have wiſhed, after the Turks had 
diſcovered that his imperial majeſty was reſolved, 
to the laſt, to ſupport his pretenſions, without giv- 
ing up any one point that might confeſs an ac- 
knowledgment of the ſuperiority of Solyman, 
whoſe ſucceſſes in Perſia the Turks vainly imagined 
ought to command univerſal ſubmiſſion. And they 
were kept for more than two years pent up rather 
like priſoners than ſerved as ambaſſadors, without 
being able to ſettle any ſatisfactory accommoda- 
tion. At the end of that time they craved leave 
to be diſmiſſed ; but Ruſtan, the grand vizir, know- 
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ing that his maſter had no inclination to come to 


an open rupture with the emperor, which muſt 


have been the inevitable conſequence of their with- 


drawing, endeavoured to perſuade one of them to 
remain, giving them hopes that by ſuch a pro- 


_ eteding a treaty of peace might {till be concluded. 


The lot, in this caſe, fell upon Busbequius, who 
was far from ſeeming to be eaſily perſuaded to it, 
tho', in reality, it was a point at which he aimed; 
being as earneſt, at the bottom, for avoiding an 
abſolute quarrel, as Ruftan. | 


1 


Busbequius's colleagues being departed, he fol- 
lowed the Turkiſh court to Adrianople, whither 
Solyman retired to enjoy the pleaſures of hunting 
and fowling, it being now the winter ſeaſon, of 
1557. It was at the grand vizir's intimation 
that he took this journey, under an eſcort. of 
ſixteen janizaries and ſome horſemen ; the for- 
mer were much diſſatisfied at his travelling ſo very 
hard, the ways being very dirty, and Ruſtan hav: 
ing deſired him not to delay; but theic murmurs 
were ſoon appeaſed, by diſtributing among them, 
daily, a meſs of wine, ſugar, eggs, and ſpices; of 
which compound they were fond to exceſs. They 
remained at Adrianople about three months, du- 
ring which time there was a ſhock of an earth: 
quake felt, not only there but at Niſſa, S. Sophia, 
and Conſtantinople: in the latter of theſe places 
-earthquakes are far from being novelties. Here 


-he had many conferences with Ruſtan, who com- 


plained, in very ſharp terms, of the frequent in- 
curſions made by the Hungarian Chriſtians into 
Turkey; and was anſwered by remonſtrances of 


the inſults daily committed by the Turks upon the 
Chriſtiaus. However, before they returned to Con- 


ſtantinople, they agreed upon a truce for ſeven 


months. The houſe wherein Busbequius . 


 BUSBEQUEUS. _ ns 
in this great city was upon a riſing- ground, open 
on every ſide to the refreſhment of the wind, com- 
manding a pleaſing view of the ſea, and having a 
diſtant proſpect of Olympus. 

The windows were, indeed, cloſely barred ; for 
the Turks complain if a Chriſtian's habitation over- 
look theirs; ſeeming unwilling that they ſhould 
enjoy the ſlighteſt pleaſure or advantage. It was 
ſituated oppoſite to the ſeraglio, and the grand ſignior 
paſſed by it every Friday, in his way to Sancta 
Sophia; his ſalute being returned from the porch 
by the janizaries and chiaux, who guarded it ; for 
in Turkey it is the cuſtom for the nobility, or 
people of higher rank, to take notice firſt of their 
inferiors. Round the upper part of this houſe, 

which was quadrangular, ran galleries, in which 
were many convenient apartments; and below ſtairs 
not only the horſes, but different ſorts of other 
beaſts and birds were accommodated; in review- 
ing which Busbequius was greatly delighted. It 
was erected upon arches, the better to ſecure it 
from fire, and the roof was covered with lead, 
Upon the whole, it was a convenient building, but 
not at all calculated for pleaſure, having no gar- 3: 3 
den or green walk, wherein a man of Busbequius's 4 8 
_ contemplative turn of mind might find recreation; bY 
and being over-run with ſnakes, weaſels, and other 
loathſome creatures. He tells us, that one of the 
latter going a-croſs a room, in which he ſat with 
ſome of his people after dinner, laid down its 
young one upon the table before - them ; which, 
when they had ſufficiently viewed, they gently laid 
upon the floor, and the dam ſnatched it up and 
carried it haſtily away. He ſaw one of theſe an- 
other time fight. with and conquer a large ſer- 
pent, which it then bore to its neſt. In his ſtables, 
he ſays, that he one day ſaw a ſnake ſeize upon a 
toad by the hinder parts, and endeavour to ſwal- 
| H 6 low - 
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low it by little and little, while it reſiſted in vain 
with its fore feet: however, he compelled it to 
quit its prey, which it could not do without dif- 
ficulty; and when it had, it was for ſome time be- 
fore it could ſhut up its jaws. 

Not having any pleaſure from ſuch ſociety as this 
place afforded, Busbequius amuſed himſelf with 
breeding and attending different ſorts of animals ; 
ſuch as aſſes, wolves, bears, lynxes, ſtags, dogs, 
Indfan rats, or the ichneumon, and weaſels. Amon 
other curioſities he kept a hog among his horſes, 


- for which the ſmell of it was accounted whole- 


ſome ; and numbers of people came daily to his 
houſe to view this creature, the eating of which 
is forbidden by their law. The animal itſelf was 
a very uncommon fight; and the Turks will avoid 
him who has only touched pork, much more 


carefully than they would ſhun a man infected with 


the plague. This averſion to pork was particu- 
larly ſerviceable to Busbequius; for if he wanted 
to receive any thing from abroad which he did not 
chuſe ſhould be ſuperviſed by the chiau *, who 
examined every thing that was carried in and out, 
he ordered it to be put into a bag with a live pig, 
as if ſent him for a preſent ; of the identity of 


which the chiau being convinced from hearing it 
ſqueak, he extended his ſearch no farther, but let 
the meſſenger paſs without moleſtation ; ſpitting 
after him to expreſs his contempt. 


Among other of his pets he informs us, that he 


had a moſt beautiful lynx, which fell in love with 


one of his ſervants, fawning upon him, gently rub- 
bing againſt him ; endeavouring a thoufand ways 


to divert him; and no fooner was he departed than 
it grew dull, heavy, and ill- natured. This crea- 


'* Chiaux are a ſort of officers, particularly appointed to 


attend upon foreign ambaſſadors ; altho' thoſe of them waited 
upon Busbequius ſeemed rather keepers than domeſtics. 


ture 
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ture ſtarved itſelf, and pined to death for grief 


upon the ſervant's quitting Conſtantinople. Bus- 


bequius alſo ſpeaks of a Balearic crane in his re- 


poſitory, which took ſuch a liking to a Spaniſh 
ſoldier, whom he had redeemed from ſlavery, that 
it would attend him every where; being in all its 
motions directed by him, walking or ſtanding ftill, 
juſt as he ſeemed inclined to do; and ſuffering no 
other perſon to handle or ſtroak it: if at any time 
ſhe miſſed him, ſhe would knock with her bill at 
his chamber-door, which being opened ſhe would 
walk in, and ſtalk about, making a moſt diſſonant 
moan if he were abſent : the moment he appeared ſhe 
would clap her wings and dance about, as if to x 
certain meaſure, She uſed every night to lie under 
his bed, where at one time ſhe laid an egg. : 

He had here alſo a ſtag of a very ſtately ſize, 
which he had purchaſed of ſome ſtroling beggars, 
who had taught it to bow its head at the name of 
God ; and this creature breaking looſe among the 
horſes, at rutting time, wounded ſeveral of them, 
as well as their grooms : however, they at length 
drove him into a large ſtable, where, after having 
ſtoutly defended himſelf a long time, he fell, op- 
preſſed by numbers; and of his body Busbequius 
made an entertainment for ſuch foreign ambaſ- 
ſadors as were then in Conſtantinople. The 
Turks are very tender, both of birds and beaſts, 
but more particularly of kites, which they ſay keep 
their ſtreets wholeſome, by clearing them from filth 


and carrion ; and they, as if ſenſible of the indul- 


gence, not only ſwarm in the ſtreets, but on the 
ſummons of a whiſtle will deſcend and take ſuch 
Prey as they ſee laid out for them; ſome of them 
being ſo bold, that they will ſnatch it out of people's 
hands. Our ambaſſador took delight in ſpreading 
ſheep's entrails, or ſome other proviſion for them; 
and when they were gathered round, bringing down 
VV . - two 


" Ne 8 
3 — 
Boom 2. nn . 


» 4 
T 
_ 
* 
: l 
49%” 
4” 
« fa 
= 
A 
> 
it TY 
wy = 
*. 0 
NM, 
Tinh 
its 
81 
a, 
9 1 
PE. 
7 
il 
f 
is 
gd < 
» 11% 
15 


hen TIME eg < ood ner 
XY — Lf 


. 
, RG 
15 LY 
be N 
4 F 
A * x 
. 4 0 
ol = . * 
a 
7 S q 
N 3 


& — ns 0 2 „e, 
a r eee - = Se. 


158 THE TRAVELS OF 


two or three of them with his croſgbow ; but in 
this practice he was obliged to. be very private, 
and cantious of not being overlooked ; for had the 
Turks been ſpectators of his paſtime, they would 
have certainly reſented it, as a piece of unwarrant- 
able cruelty, Some partridges with red feet and 
beaks, were brought to him from the iſland of 
Chios, which were ſo tame that they would peck 
at his ſlippers ; and in this growing extremely 
troubleſome, he ordered them to be ſhut up in a 
chamber, where they died of too much fat ; tho' 
Pliny abſolutely affirms, that hares and partridges 
never fatten: an aſſertion that was, in this inſtance, 
falſified. 
The iſland of Chios ſwarms with theſe birds, 
every man keeping a certain number tame about 
his houſe, which, in the morning, obey the whiſtle 
of a public keeper of them, by whom they are led 
into the fields, where they feed, baſk in the ſun, 
and regard his voice as a flock of ſheep would do 
that of the ſhepherd. In the evening he con- 
ducts them home again; but if they were let to 
ramble about the fields for two or three days, 
they would ſoon grow wild, and forget their re- 
ſpective habitations. Theſe birds are taken up 
when very young by the countrymen, who, put- 
ting them into their boſoms, carry them home, 
= nurſe them carefully; and the birds, after- 
wards, as it were out of gratitude, become part of 
their domeſtic attendants. Beſides theſe animals, 
Busbequius maintained fix ſhe-camels, and ſeveral 
fine horſes, which he pretended to have provided 
for his departure, often craving leave to be dil- 
miſſed; rightly judging, that from his being im- 
portunate it would be inferred that his maſter was 
as ready and willing for war as for peace : how- 
ever, he could obtain no grant of his requeſt, Ru- 
ſtan ſtill perſuading him againſt going, * 
. ; | im 
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him that matters ſhould, in a ſhort time, be ſettled 


to his mind; and this he had the greater reaſon to 


expect, as there was a civil war carried on between 
two of Solyman's ſons, whereby that monarch was 
rendered very uneaſy, In the mean time, the am- 
baſſador was {till kept under a guard of chiaux, 
who {ſeldom permitted him to ſtir out; and he be- 
came fo inured, at length, to confinement, that 
he refuſed to go, when they invited him, abroad. 

The Turks, by treating their horſes with great 
tenderneſs, ſtroaking them down, feeding them well, 
and cloathing them in ſumptuous trappings, render 
them the gentleſt creatures in the world; for as 
the maſters are loving aud never ſevere, the beaſts 
are tractable and never unruly. Nay, ſo ſenſible 
do they ſeem of their good uſage, that they will 
prick up their ears and neigh for joy, if they chance 
to hear but the ſound of their maſter's voice. The 
keep them always in body cloaths, feeding them 
with hay and barley, and littering them with dried 
horſe dung; for they make no ufe of ſtraw in their 
ſtables. They are ſeldom over fat, but their ſkins 
are extremely ſmooth : they are long-lived, and 
ſome of them are not paſt their labor at fifty years 
old. 1 


Every body knows how very uſeful camels are 


upon long journies, not only becauſe they can car- 
ry great burthens, refuſing, however, to riſe when 
overloaded, but alſo on account of the little ali- 


ment they require, being fed with brambles, or 


almoſt any thing, and enduring to faſt ſeveral days, 
particularly from water. They are a very tame 
creature, drinking in a ring, with great unanimity, 
out of the ſame veſſel; and ſeven or eight of them 
may be guided with eaſe by one man. They are 
brought from Scythia, China, and Aſſyria; in 
which countries one hundred of them may be pur- 
chaſed for one mare that will ſtand the teſt of 
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examination. The grand ſignior generally carries 
440,000 camels, beſides. as many mules, in his army, 
laden with proviſions and warlike ſtores, particu 
larly when he marches into Perſia. The inhahi- 
tants of which country generally take care to burn 
and deſtroy the land thro' which he is to paſs; 
which, beſides,” is not over fertile in itſelf. In or- 
der to avoid the calamities that muſt certainly en. 
ſue in ſuch deſerted tracts, thoſe ſoldiers who can 
afford it, generally provide themſelves with flour, 
butter, ſalt, and ſpices ; a little of each of which 
mixed with a little water and boiled, makes a plea- 
fant and ſatisfactory nutriment. Sometimes the 
carry biſcuits with them, or dried beef, which they 
eat along with this dough: but in extremity their 
horſes are particularly ſerviceable, for they feed 
upon the bodies of ſuch of them as die, without 
being thereat in the leaſt diſguſted. And when 
the grand ſignior is about to remove his quarters, 
all thoſe who have loſt their horſes range them- 
ſelves in his way, with their ſaddles on their heads, 
thereby ſignifying their loſs, and filently craving 
relief, of which they are ſure ; ; for he always con- 
ſiders their circumſtances. . 

Great care is taken to keep the Turkiſh ſoldiery 
well armed, and warmly cloathed ; for they look 
upon cold as a very formidable enemy. Every 
common man is allowed as much ſpace in a tent as 
is neceſſary for him to be at his eaſe ; and when it is 
near bed time, they are all drawn bot in files, and 
bed-cloaths diſtributed among them in the dark ; 
that no one among them may think his neighbour 
better ſerved than himſelf. They möreover re- 
ceive their pay in weighed coin the day before it 
becomes due, that none may complain of wanting 
bread, or of having received bad money. The 
arms of the janizaries are muskets; and armour is 


delivered among the ſpahis, or horſe, when an 
enemy 
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enemy draws near: and tho' in a time of ſuch 
confuſion it can ſcarcely be expected that any man 
can be properly accoutered, none muſt complain 
of their lot, murmurs being deemed marks of 
cowardice, | | . 

Cats are a ſpecies of animals in great eſteem 
among the Turks; and ſuch was Mahomet's re- 
ſpect for them, that he cauſed his ſleeve to be 
gently cut off ſooner than he would permit one 
to be awakened ; which had fallen aſleep and con- 


tinued thereon when the hour of devotion required 


his attendance in the moſque. They have not the 
lame veneration for dogs, deeming them an obſcene 
creature, and not permitting them to harbour in 
their houſes : however, there are ſeveral of them 
to be found in the ſtreets of Conſtantinople, which 
are fed by ſcraps thrown out of doors for that end :. 
and they particularly commiſerate a bitch in whelp; 
becauſe, ſay they, man knows how to expreſs his 
wants and ſatisfy his appetites, by the means of 
reaſon, but beaſts being without. ſuch aſliſtance, 
ought to obtain relief, and be treated with pity 
by thoſe who boaſt the attribute. And hence they 
are taught to reſent ſeverely any injury offered to 
a brute, Nor was it without ſtrong interceſſion 
that a Venetian goldſmith eſcaped the baſtinadoe, 
tor having expoſed a bird alive at his door, with. 
the wings ſpread abroad and the jaws kept ex- 
panded- with a ſtick ; he was induced to hang it 
out as a ſpectacle, becauſe that its throat was pro- 
digiouſly wide, tho' the bird did not exceed the. 
lize of a cuckoo. However, he was carried be- 
fore the cadi, or judge, for this piece of inhuma- 
nity ; and his being ſet at liberty, unpuniſhed, was 
a ſpecial favour granted to the Venetian reſident, 
This bird, in the opinion of Busbequius, was the 
goat-ſucker of the ancients ; for in the night-time 
t was known to ſuck the cattle. 
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One would imagine, at firft, that the Turks hold 


the tranſmigration of ſouls with Pythagoras; yet 


they eat freely of ſuch meat as may be ſet before 
them, whether it be boiled or roaſted. Sheep they 


think propereſt for the ſhambles ; but on what this 


opinion is gronnded our author does not pretend 
to advance: however, they look upon the butcher 
as a bad man, who can ſmile in his ſlaughter- 


| houſe. And ſo far does their love for animals ex- 


tend, that many of them purchaſe birds from thoſe 


who make it their buſineſs to catch them, purely 


to give them their liberty : and when the bird 
thus enfranchiſed perches upon a neighbouring 
tree, where in pluming its wings it chances to 


chirp, they imagine it returning thanks for its li- 
berty. There are ſome, indeed, among them, who 
Cage up the nightingale, tempted by the melody 


af its notes; and who alſo hire out ſong - birds, at 
certain ſeaſons of the year, for money. Others of 


them inſtruct linnets to bring money to them, from 
| ſuch places as they point it ont to be in; and fo 


very daring are they, that they will lay hold of a 


Piece of coin in a man's hand, and follow him, 
tugging at it up and down, till called off by their 


maſter's whiſtle ; a ſummons which they inſtantly 
obey, and are rewarded with a little hemp-ſeed 
for their labour. 1 
Beggars are not ſo common in Turkey as in 
Chriſtendom: thoſe who take alms in this country 
are pilgrims, who pretend to wander from a re- 


ligious motive: ſome of them paſs for fools and 
madmen; a character which, properly maintained, 


procures them great reſpect; and others carry about 


with them banners, wherewith they affirm their an- 
ceſtors fought againſt the Chriſtians for the PP. 


ve the 


tion of mahometaniſm. Theſe laſt are a 


claſs of common wanderers ; they ſtand in the 
Es - ä Rhegets 
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ſtreets and high-ways of an evening, and force 
either a ſmall tallow candle, or a pomegranate, 
upon the paſſers by; for which it is uſual to give 
them treble value: theſe never ask alms. A ma- 
ſter is, by the laws of the land, obliged to main- 
tain his ſlave, altho' he be lame and decrepid ; and 
they generally find ſome way of making them worth 
their keeping. For example, ſays our author, I 
knew a Spaniſh officer, whoſe ranſom I paid my- 
ſelf, who being ſorely maimed was ſcarcely fit for 


any office, and yet his maſter made ſome gain of 


him, by making him tend and feed ſeveral flocks 
of geeſe, which he maintained on the Aſian ſhore, 
They generally make ſlaves of their priſoners of 
war ; and a common man will bring forty, nay fifty 
crowns in the market. One that is remarkably 
handſome, may be ſold for double that ſum; fo 
that an army which brings home five or {ix hundred 
priſoners, may be reckoned poſſeſſed of a tolerable 
good booty. This method of enflaving their fel- 
low-creatures was practiſed by the antient Romans, 
from whom, perhaps, it is adopted by the Turks. 
They are extremely jealous of their women, 
whom they keep cloſely locked up; and thoſe who- 
are permitted to go abroad, a favour granted to 
very few, are ſo veiled that no man can diſtinguiſh 
their features ; for they don't believe it poſſible for 
any man to ſee a young handſome girl without 
wiſhing to enjoy her. A wife's brother is fome- 
times permitted to viſit her, but the brother-in-law 
never, It is often agreed upon, among other con- 
ditions of marriage, made by the richer and better 
fort of people, that the woman taken to wife ſhall 
neyer ſtir over the threſhold, nor deſire to give or 
receive viſits from her neareſt relations, npon any 
count, the father and mother excepted, whom 
he is allowed to ſee and converſe with at Eaſter. 
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However, in return for this ſtrictneſs on the part 


of the wife, the husband promiſes never to coha- 
bit with any other women, either concubine or 
wife. In general, indeed, they have three or four 
lawful wives, and as many concubines as they are 
able to maintain ; the latter obtain their liberty by 
bringing forth children ; otherwiſe when a man is 
tired of them he ſells them in the open market, 
The children, both of wife and concubine, are 
equally reſpected. The concubine is either a fair 
purchaſe, or a priſoner of war ; the wife is ſhe 
who brings a portion ; whereby ſhe is intitled to 
the management of houſhold matters, and to her 
the huſband often ſignifies what woman he intends 
for his bed-fellow that night, whom ſhe imme- 
diately orders to prepare herſelf for that honour; 
for he is at liberty to take to his arms ſuch of his 
ſlaves as he likes beſt, during the whole week, ex 
cept Friday, when the place is claimed by the 
wife, as her due, Friday being their ſabbath- day. 

A man may ſue a divorce from his wife, for ma- 
ny reaſons, but when he puts her away, he muſt 
alſo part with her portion, except he can accuſe 
her of incontinence. A woman may petition to 
be parted from her husband, either for his not 


allowing her a proper maintainance, or elſe for. 
attempting to uſe her unlawfully. Of which laſt 


caſe ſhe complains to the judge, by taking off her 
ſhoe and turning it upſide down; becauſe to ex- 
plain the crime they juſtly eſteem inconſiſtent with 
modeſty, The women are generally guarded by 


eunuchs, who are not only rendered incapable of 
generation, but of communicating any ſort of amor. 


ous. pleaſure, The Turks are very cleanly, and 
bathe often; every perſon who can afford it hav- 


ing a private bath in his houſe. There are pub- 


lic baths. for the women, where they ſometimes. 


fall in love with each other; ſo very bad is the 
con- 
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conſequence of laying them under ſuch cloſe con- 
finement. | Se 
Our author tells a ſtory here about an old wo- 
man, who falling in love with a poor citizen's 
daughter at * Conſtantinople, ſollicited her a great 
while to gratify her brutal deſires ; but not being 
able at any rate to prevail, ſhe put on men's cloaths, 
hired a houſe near that of the girl's father, with 
whom ſhe ſoon contracted an intimacy ; and pre- 
tending to be one of the grand ſignior's chiaux, 
obtained his conſent to marry her; in conſequence 
of which, the portion was agreed upon, the ce- 
remony performed, and the couple retired to con- 
ſummation : it was then that the diſcovery enſued. 
The girl, who not only hated the old woman, 
but was enraged at the diſappointment, called up 
her parents; who, ſurprized at the impoſture, ſe- 
cured the pretended chiaux directly, and carried 
her before the aga of the janizaries, who go- 
verned the city in the abſence of the grand ſignior. 
He admoniſhed her for ſome time gently, laying be- 
fore her the heinouſneſs of the crime which ſhe 
would have committed; but all her anſwer to his 
was, “ Alas, fir, if you knew the power of love, 
| © you would not argue thus. However, heaven 
defend you from it, for it is a melancholy diſ- 
order.“ The abſurdity of the ſpeech almoſt got 
the better of his gravity ; however, he ſuppreſſed. 
his laughter till he had diſpatched her to the Boſ- 
phorus, into which ſhe was plunged, tied up in a 
. 4 and thus her unnatural paſſion was effectually 
cooled. 855 | 1 

Few of the Turks have any learning, and they 
are ſo extremely inquiſitive, that not the ſacred 
character of an ambaſſad or could prevent them 
rom inſpecting the letters brought by one of Buſ- 
bequius's couriers; perhaps, they oy to make 
lome diſcoveries to their advantage, from the in- 

| ſpection, 
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ſpection, but oy were deceived ; for the courier 
ſuſpecting their deſigns, concealed the emperor's 
letters; and produced only a few, which he kney 
to be from private correſpondents, who treated 
upon ſubjects of little conſequence ; from among 
theſe the baſhas choſe out one, which they ima- 


gined muſt have been written by a great perſon, 2 
the letters of it ſhined; but when their interpre. 


ter came to look over it, he could make no ſenſe 
of it, excuſing his ignorance, by ſaying, the cha- 


racter was ſuch as was only known to princes and 


their ſecretaries. Upon this information, they 
ſent it for explanation to the ſecretary of the Ve- 
netian reſident; who ſent it back again, when he 
perceived it directed to the imperial miniſter ; al- 


ledging, that he was not maſter of the cypher: 


from him it was tranſmitted to an old chriſtian pa- 
triarch, who was reckoned a very great ſcholar; 
but he could make no more of it than themſelves; 
ſo that they were forced to reſtore it to his excel- 
lency, who pretended to be highly offended at the 
indignity offered to him in ſtopping his letters ; 


. and then, to ſhew that their ſuſpicions of his inte- 


grity were unjuſt, he read it off-hand to the divan, 
the members of which appeared aſtoniſhed at bis 
capacity; in being able, thus eaſily, to interpret 
what had put the wiſeſt and moſt learned among 
them to a ſtand. This manifeſtation of wiſdom 
in Buſbequius, induced Ruſtan to argue with him 
in favour of the Mahomietan religion, which he 
would willingly. have induced him to embrace ; 
for the Turks allow no ſalvation to unbelievers, by 
which appellation they diſtinguiſh all thoſe who 


differ from them in points of religion ; and though 


they have almoſt all a contempt for Chriſtians, their 
hatred againſt the Perſians is carried to a much 
greater height. . | 


Not- 
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Notwithſtanding this averſion to Chriſtianity, 
there are many ancient religious, or ſuperſtitious 
cuſtoms, which they retain and obſerve, for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe they have been uſed by 
their anceſtors ; who, they ſay, were wiſer than 
themſelves ; among theſe, we find baptiſm privately 
uſed in many families; and others of them will 


not ſend their ſhips to ſea, till they have been con- 


ſecrated by the Greek prieſts, according to an old 
cuſtom, which prevailed among the Greeks, of 
bleſſing the ocean in ſpring time. In many other 
things they copy after the Greek Chriſtians. 5 
A few days before Lent, it is uſual with the 
Turkiſh baſhas to make great entertainments, to 
partake of which all gueſts are welcome. Their 
table is a piece of tapeſtry, ſtretched npon the 
ground, and the cloth a piece of leather, upon 
which a variety of diſhes are ſpread with great 
filence, decency and regularity ; the baſha himſelf 
preſides at the upper end of the table, and when 
the gueſts have filled their bellies, they take a 
draught of honey diluted with water, falute their 
entertainer, and depart ; being ſucceeded by others 
who waited for the vacancy. At one of theſe feaſts, 
an hagi, or learned man, having eat heartily, de- 
termined to carry home ſome choice bits to his 
wife; but miſſing his handkerehief, which he had 
left at home, he reſolved. to uſe one of his great 
ſleeves, as a proper receptacle for ſuch marſels as 
he choſe to carry away ; but, miſtaking the fleeve 
of a ſanziac, who ſat next him, for his own, he 
ſtuffed it full of dainties, and crowned the whole 
with a large piece of bread, wedged in pretty 
hard, to prevent them from dropping out ; this 
important taſk being finiſhed, he aroſe, faluted 


| bis gueſt and departed ; but, judge of his amaze 


and melancholy, when he found his ſleeve empty! 
On the other hand, the fanziac, ignorant of the 
— bur- 
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burthen he bore, was aſtoniſhed and aſhamed at 
Teeing ſweetmeats, or ſome piece of proviſion drop 
from his ſleeve at every ſtep he went. 

However, the baſha cleared up the myſtery, 
and. acquitted- the ſanziac, by ſending for the 
hagi; whom, having cauſed to fit down, he ad- 
dreſſed thus : © I am ſurpriſed, that you, being 
« my old friend and particular acquaintance, mould 
„make ſo much ceremony with me, as to riſe 
< from my table, when it was ſo plentifully fur. 
% niſhed, without carrying ſomething home; and 
& the more ſo, as L know you have a wife and chil. 
% dren.” *©* Why, to tell you the plain truth,” 
replied the hagi, I did actually fill my lleere 
„ with ſuch morſels as I knew would be moſt 
1 acceptable to them ; but my evil genius.conveyed 

hem away ; for when I came home, I could find 
cc nothing.” Here it ought to be remarked, that 
nothing is more common among the Turks, when 
they happen to be intimate, than carrying aey 

art of the entertainment in napkins or handker- 
chiefs ; though thereby they run the hazard of 
| wolating their uſual cleanlineſs, and defiling their 
garments: beſides this cuſtom, they ſend diſhes 
from table by way of preſents to their friends; 
and Haly the Dalmatian, at one time, ſent eight 
chargers. filled with ſweetmeats, and ſome choice 
wines, from a banquet held in bis houſe, as a pre- 
ſent to Buſbequius. 

Duels among the Turks are e con- 
demned; becauſe, ſay they, if either of the com- 
batants are killed, their emperor is deprived of a 
ſubject; beſides, while there are Chriſtians againſt 
whom they may turn their arms, to fight with 
each other they deem very unjuſt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. iv. 


The king of Cholcos arrives at Conſtantinople ; the 
ſuppoſed occaſion of bis coming; of the cuſtams and 
manners of his ſubjefts ; the Turks diſſident of the 
veracity of chriflian ambaſſadors ; and why; of 

9 


their exercijes.; ſurly behaviour of a Chiau, w 


guarded the ambaſſader's hauſs.; how revenged ; 
Solyman ſets out for Alia 3 à deſcription of his 
paſſing through the fireets of Conſtantinople ; they 
begin to treat Bulbequins with mare than uſual 
reſpeR:; Bt is invited to the army; an account of 
the di{ciplir# and regularity of tbe Jelaters ; of the 
ſeverity of the Turkiſh. fats ; of their puniſhments ;. 
of the inſolencę of the Fanixaries; how they celebrate 
the feaſt of Eafter. Ys - 


T HELE Buſbequius. remained at Conſtanti- 
VVnople, the king of Cholcos made a publis 
entry into that city, bringing with him, as it was 
reported, among other preſents for Solyman, twenty 
white hawks, and a diſh made of a ſingle carbuncle, 
ſo very bright, that in the dark it afforded light 
equal to that of a taper; it was thought to have 
formerly belonged to a Perſian prince, who flying 
from the, rage of an incenſed father, was caſt away 
on the ſhore of Colchos, and this curioſity was 
thrown up by the tide. This monarch was but 
poorly dreſſed, had 'a very large retinue, and his 
name was Dadianus; he was a tall, well-looking 
man, but ſaid to be rude in his manners: the oc- 
caſion of his coming hither was not publicly 
known ; but it was judged, he came, either to de- 
the Iberians, or to form an offenſive alliance with 


bis ſublime highneſs, againſt Perſia. 
Vol. I. 2 8 3 Chol- 
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Cholcos lies in the neighbourhood of mount 
Caucaſus, upon the banks of the river Phaſis, near 
to where it diſcharges itſelf into the Euxine ſea: 
the Italians call it Mingrelia ; but it is more gene- 
rally kaown by the. name of Georgia; Iberia, and 
Albania, being properly reckoned part of it. Ani- 
moſities had long ſubſiſted between the inhabitants 
of the former; and thoſe of Cholcos, when the 
principal people of both provinces agreed to meet 
and conſider of an accommodation. Here a drink- 
ing match was propoſed in token of friendſhip by 
the Iberians, at which the people of Cholcos were 
worſted, and being all faſt aſleep, their monarch 
was ſeized upon - by their treacherous antagoniſts, 
and hurried away to a ſtrong priſon. - To revenge 
this violation of the laws of nations, and to reco- 
ver her huſband, the wife of Dadanius raiſed a 
body of 30, oo men, armed with ſticks, clubs, 
arrows, and ſome few muſkets ; theſe ſhe headed 
herſelf, and marched into Iberia, being a woman 
of ſpirit and reſolution, excellent at horſemanſhip, 
and the management of the bow: but coming near 
the place wherein her huſband was confined, her 
people retired back ſome miles, diſmayed at the 
diſcharge of a few great guns made upon them by 
the enemy. However, taking freſh courage, they 
advanced again; and, in the mean time, their king 
having cut his bed-cloaths into ftripes, and joined 
them- together, he made uſe of them inſtead of 
ropes, whereby to deſcend from his priſon, and 
joined his people in ſafety ; who marched eff with 
great joy, poſſeſſed of that, whereof they had come 
in ſearch. - The country is ſo extremely fertile, 
that from millet, ſcattered about at random, they 
obtain very plentiful crops ; their vines, which curl 
round, and climb even to the tops of high trees, 
yield an excellent wine; they have melons of # 


very fine flavour, growing to the Jength of o_ 
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feet; and if they were at the leaſt pains to till the 


ground, wheat and barley would thrive there very 


well; but the people, though a ſet of Chriſtians, 


are naturally idle; ſatisfying themſelves with na- 
ture's ſpontaneous productions, and thoſe indeed 


are delicious. 


Their woods are filled with veniſon; pheaſant, 


partridge, and other excellent game; and almoſt 


every hollow tree ſupplies them with wax and ho- 
ney. They are but little acquainted with either 
gold or ſilver; however, ſome of their church- 
ornaments, ſuch as croſſes and chalices, are made 
of that metal; and on this treaſure? the king ſcru- 
ples not to ſeize in caſes of gy Their com- 


merce is extremely confined, ſcarcely extending 


beyond a barter of neceſſary commodities : the 
king has a tithe of all their effects, whereby he is 
enabled to live in a grand and plentiful manner, 
being of an open liberal diſpoſition; and in time 
of ſcarcity ſharing his own proviſions and ſtores 
with a laviſh hand among his diſtreſſed ſubjects. 
When any foreign ſhip arrives at this land, the 


. maſter muſt make a ſmall preſent to the king, by 


whom he and his people are plentifully entertained 
in return; being the more regarded the more they 
drink; and, to do their wine juſtice, it is very 
good. The queen and her attendants ſit at another 
tible in the ſame room, where they tipple heartily 


and talk freely; for modeſty is not the moſt re- 


markable virtue among their women. When din- 
ner is over, the king and his people retire to the 
chace; and are diverted as they paſs with the 


gambols and muſic of the meaner ſort of people, 
who aſſemble- under their umbrageous trees, to 


ſport and celebrate the praiſe of their miſtreſſes 
or heroes; on the boughs they hang a ſort of fid- 
dle, which they ſtrike witk long poles, and thence 
ariſes a rude but not unpleaſing concert. 
5 BA They 
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17 THE T'RAVEITES OF 
They are extremely unpoliſhed in their manners; 
and the idleneſs, which follows from the rich- 
neſs and fertility of the climate, makes them ſo 
very diſſolute, that the huſband thinks nothing of 
proſtituting his wife, or. daughter, to every ſtran- 
ger that falls in his way. Nay, ſo early are they 
brought to amorous embrace, that girls of ten 
years have been known among them to be mothers; 
yet they are tall and well - proportioned. To belch 
in a man's face, they reckon a civil ſalute; and 
he that has the niceſt hand at pilfering, they deem 
moſt ingenious ; a bungler at this buſineſs is ſo 
deſpiſed, that even his father will fell him as 2 
ſlave, for little or nothing, to the firſt ſtranger 
that falls in his way. A certain -merchant, who 
traded in theſe parts, once detected a prieſt ſtealing 
his knife, in the face of the altar; however, in- 
ſtead of demanding a reſtitution of his property, he 
preſented to him the ſheath. They have a great 
veneration for the memory of St. George; whoſe 
image on horſeback, with thoſe of St. Peter, $t. 
Paul, and the bleſſed Virgin, and ſome other ſaints, 
they ſet up in their temples; and pay them great 
reſpec, even to adoration. Of the firſt of theſe 
they relate, that he overcame the devil in ſingle 
combat, and many other ſtories equally ridiculous. 
Having ſaid enough about the king aad people 
of Cholcos, let us return to Buſbequius, who ſtill 
remained in Conſtantinople, immured like a cap- 
tive, and guarded by a chian, rather than attend- 
ed like a foreign ambaſſador ; for they ſtill hoped, 
that "wearied out by delay, he would at length 
yield to worſe terms, than thoſe upen which he 
now inſiſted ; for the Turks believe, that ambal- 
ſadors from chriſtian princes have great latitude I 
in their commiſſions; that they ſeldom declare at 
once all that they are empower'd to propoſe ; and 
that if they find not favourable conditions, * 
| 7. a 
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at liberty to agree to any other, according as they 
ſhall fee moſt convenient. This diſtruſt aroſe from 
x certain Venetian's having privately betrayed to 
the Turks, ſome very ſecret orders, which the ſe- 
nate of Venice had given to their ambaſſador, in 
7 certain treaty ſet on foot, between that republic 
and this empire, which orders, the ambaſſador ac- 
knowledged he had received; when, to his ſur- 
prize, he was taxed with them in the divan; ever 
ſince that accident, the chriſtian envoys are regard - 
ed as dealers in fallacy, ſubterfuge, and equivoca- 
tion. Our author, indeed, obſerves, that he had 
not many temptations to go abroad, eſpecially into 1 
the city, where he could not be otherwiſe than if 

ſtrongly affected with the melancholy ruins that riſe ; 
on every hand to the view : © Who,” ſays he, 
can, without weeping, behold a capital that once 
* rivalled the miſtreſs of the world, now in abject 
4 ſlavery to barbarians ; and, as it were, mourn- 
"ing over the fragments of her antient magnifi- 
* cence ?? In this retirement, he diverted himſelf 
with his books; and his exercife was ſhooting 
with the bow, and bowling ; having formed a ſort 
of bowling-green behind his houſe. . The Turks 
are very expert in the-nfe of their bows and ar- 
rows, the former being made of an ox horn, and 
2 tough flaxen cord, faſtened with glew; the 
ſhorter they are, the more they are eſteemed, as 
being the more pliable ; and a match of ſhooting 
with the bow ſeems to be one of their principal 
delights; he that ſhoots fartheſt and moſt expert- 
ly, being rewarded with an embroidered linen hand- 
terchief, There is a public place, where the ci- 
tens train up their children to: ſhoot at a but of 
gravelly earth, raiſed four feet from the ground; 
ad here'a man always attends to draw out and 
wipe the arrows; which he returns to the archer, 
being allowed a certain ſalary for his trouble: the 
„ „„ © 5 front 
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+ THE: TRAVELS OF 
front of this butt is like a door, and from thence 
the words, extra januam, . or beyond the door, are I 
made uſe of to ſignify, that a man has miſſed his 
mark, or overſhot himſelf. The Turks wont ſuf- 
ter clocks among them ; they would diminiſh, fay 
they, the reſpect paid to the authority of the Em- | 
raim ; or the ſummons made by the prieſts at par- 
ticular hours from the tops. of the moſques, or 
other high places. Indeed, in almoſt every thing, 
the abſurd and ignorant deference paid by the 
Turks to antiquity, is. very ſurpriſing ; as it often 


carries them into meaſures diſadvantageous to their 
intereſt, both religious and political.  _ L 
Among other robuſt exerciſes uſed by the Turks, 7 
that of ſhooting behind them, as they ride full b 
ſpeed, is not one of the leaſt remarkable; and this y 
practice often proves deſtructive to ſuch, as upon f 
a rout, purſue them too cloſely. A long pole, d 
with a braſs globe affixed to its top, being erected f 
in the middle of a flat, they ſpur their horſes beyond b 
it, and having paſſed it in full gallop, riſe in their te 
ſtirrups, and ſhoot behind them, endeavouring to W 
aim at the globe, which, from repeated experiments, W 
they ate enabled to hit very exactly. | 5 
As the chiauxes, or guards, who had the care of 01 
the ambaſſador and his family, were often changed, ty 
it was not ſur prizing, that he ſhould meet with ſone, Wil & 
who were affable and good-natured ; and others, de 
who were rude and ſurly. A fellow of this Jat- WW ba 
ter diſpoſition, having behaved himſelf, for ſome WF tal 
time, pretty well; at length, unable longer to diſ. eo 
iſe himſelf, threw off the reſtraint, and on a de 
adden, became ſo inſolent, that he would let no m1 
body into, or out of the houſe, but juſt as he Pre 
pleaſed ; particularly refuſing admittance to an apo” BW 80 
thecary, who brought ſome medicines for a ſick ſen 
perſon; which it was neceſſary himſelf ſhould be * 
a 


preſent to ſee adminiſtred. This W-mannered copy 
| 0 lu 
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duct irritated Buſbequius ſo very much, thar he 5 


ordered him to be bolted out that night when he 
went home; and the next morning, when the 
chiau would have come in, as uſual, he found no 
admittance; and he was obliged to ſtay in the 
ſtreet, faſting all day long, together with his horſe, 
which he tied to a neighbouring tree; while the 
paſſengers, to whom he recounted the ſtory, laugh: 
ed at him very heartily. It was in vain that he 


begged to be admitted, a ſervant from within tell- 


ing him, that he might ſee, from this inſtance, 
that they could keep him out, as well as he could 
keep them in; and when he intreated, either ſtable- 


room; or a feed for his horſe; they jeſtingly told 


him, that ſtabling he ſhould have none, and pro- 
yender was to be had in: the market. From vhis 
ſtory and another, which we ſhall come to imme- 
diately, as well as the whole tenor of the ambaſ- 


ſador's behaviour, it was plain to the divan, that 


be was a man of conſtancy and reſolution; neither 


to be ſoured nor intimidated. However, that chiau 
vas fon removed, and the ambaſſador had after- 


wards rather more liberty. - | 


« 


ſence ; Buſbequius told his chiau, that he had a 


deſire to ſee the emperor paſs through the city, 
baving for chat purpoſe deſired his interpreter to. 
take a room for him in. ſome place, whence he 


could have a full view of the p-ocefſion, and or- 


dering him to attend early with, the keys, that he 


might go out; a requeſt, with which the chiau 
promiſed to comply; but, however, he either for- 
got, or neglected it, ſo that he was obliged to 
lend for him ſeveral times, by ſome perſons who 


were without; and the chiau ſtill ſent him word, 


that he would come directly; yet did not ſhew 


e 8 any 


* 


Being infcr.ned that Solyman intended paſſing 
over into Aſia, where ſome diſputes between his 
two-ſons, Selimus and Bajazet, demanded his pre- 


i 
i 
« 
F, 
| o 
1 
* 
40 
0 
5 
* 
4 
1 Þ 4 
2 
* 
134 
go „ 
75 
1 
UN's 
72 
Fa 
18 
5 
1 


I "IRE SE NL 


176 THE TRAVELS or 
any inclination to keep his word. Busbeqi- 


us now growing out of all patierice; corhtnanded , 


his janizaries to force the gates, which were old 
and crazy; this they accordingly did, and he pro- 


ceeded directly to the houſe, in ich a window 
had been hired for his uſe; but finding the door 


mut, and the people within not at all inclined 


to open it, though he knocked often and loud, 
Bis janizaries obliged him ſtill further: for, 


elimbing in at one of the loweſt windows, they 
went through the houſe, and ſetting the door open 


gave him admittance, fo that he went up ſtairs, 


without aſking queſtions; and his appearance ſur- 
ptized all the people, who were ifſembled to ſee 
the ſight, as well as the landlady, who complained 
of being ill-ufed, by his entering her houſe in 
ſuch a manner. However, he ſilenced her, by fay- 
ing, ſhe hack dealt unfairly, im offering to keep him 
ent of à place, to which he had an abfolute right, 


as having made a bargain for it; and that he 


was not a perſon whe would tamely put up 


with ſuch — treatment. In confequence 
of this reply, he was placed in a window, from 


whenee he had 4 fulb view of the whole proceſſion, 


And when it was ended, he gave his landlady ten 


piſtoles, inſteack of ſeven, that had been promiſed 
het ; obferving, that it was his cuftom to be al 
ways bettet than his wordt. 

Fghis piece of geherofity not only charmed her, 


| but all her company; ſo that ſne made him a thou- 
fand excuſes for her eodnduct, and preſſed him to 


drink fome Greek wine, Which, however, he re- 


fuſed; and haſtened home to fettle matters with 


his chiau, whom he found fitting in the porch in 2 


very melancholy mood; and who, as ſoon as he 


appeared, complained- of his deportment ; but, 
upon Buſbequius's obſerving, pretty warmly, that 


he was not a priſoner, but an ambaſlaQor 3 ; who 


p 8 ought 


BUSBEQUIUS. 777 
onght to command, inſtead of being commanded; 
the diſconcerted ehiau turned his reſentment upon 
the janizaries, who plainly told him, they thought 
they acted right, in obeying his orders, upon 
whom they were ſent to attend; ſo that finding he 
talkgd to no purpoſe, he was glad to be ſilent and 
ay no more of the matter. There are two re- 
marks neceſſary #0 be made in this place; the firſt 
is, that the chiau, being a good-natuted man, had 
not behaved ſo ill of his own accord; but, in pur- 
ſuance to his being adviſed by one or two of the 
baſhas, to delay the time of Buſbequius's going 
abroad, until the emperor ſhould be paſſed by; for 
they did not think the proceſſion ſufficiently grand 
to make that impreſſion on the mind of a foreigner 
which they could have wiſhed, The fecond re- 
mark is upon the ambaſſador's being ſo liberal to 
4 woman, who had certainly behaved ill to him, 
ts to beſtow upon her three piſtoles more than he 
had agreed to give; when, in reality, ſhe deſerved 
rather a drawback, than an additional reward; to 
explain this, it muſt be obſerved, that the land- 
lady was a cunning Jeweſs, who had the ear of 
Ruſtan, by the means of his wife, with whom ſhe 
was very intimate, and whoſe good word he effec- 
_ frally and profitably ſecured by this well timed 

generofity. | . 2 
This proceſſion was made on the 5th of June, 
og. It was begun by the Turkiſn ee to the 
bumber of fix hundred, who made a gallant ſnow; 
theſe were followed by the domeſtics of the vizier, 
and other baſhas ;. to theſe ſucceeded the janiza- 
nes, their rear being brought up by their officers, 
the laft of whom was their aga or general; then 
came the bafhas, and principal courtiers; and 
immediately after appeared the grand ſignior's life- 
guards, conſiſting of a large body of men with 
bent bows, who with a parcel of led-horſes mag- 

. TY nificently 
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By nificently capariſoned immediately preceded Soly- 


man himſelf, He was well mounted on a mettleſome 
courſer; and in his countenance, anger and unea. 
ſineſs were blended in very lively colours; near 
him were three youths, one of whom carried his 
bow, a ſecond his cloak, and a third a flaggon of 
water; the N was cloſed by a company of 
eunuchs, and 200 horſemen. The appearance of 
the ſpahis or horſemen was very rich; their cloath- 
ing was either ſcarlet, purple, or dark blue, em- 
broidered with gold or ſilver; on the left arm of 
each man was a buckler, by his ſide a bow and 
a quiver of arrows, together with a ſcymetar 
adorned with jewels ; and in his right hand he 
carried a light ſpear, painted of a green colour, 
which it is his cuſtom .to clap between his ſaddle 
and his thigh, with the point ſhining out behind, 
when he has a mind to uſe his bow, On their 
heads they wore coverings of purple ſilk, round 


which were wrapped ſeveral foldings of fine linen, 


the tops being adorned with plumes of black 
feathers. The janizaries were all cloathed alike; 
they matched with great regularity; and a tuft of 


feathers waved with ſolemnity in the hand of 


each. Ws 5 : 

Not long after this march, the divan agreed up- 
on treating Buſbequius with more ſolemnity for 
the future, looking upon him now as the ambaſ- 


ſador of their ally; to which meaſure they were 


the more readily induced, by the diſſentions reign- 


ing in the family of the grand ſignior. Purſuant 


to this reſolution he was invited to paſs over to 
the Aſiatic coaſt, where handſome quarters were 
provided for him in the neighbonrhood of the 
army ; which he was left at liberty to wander 


through, and make his own obſervations upon the 


camp ; from the order, regularity, and decency of 
which, he derived great ſatisfaction; no gong 
„ | | | eng 
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being allowed, no noiſe nor blaſphemy heard, nor 
any drinking matches going forward ; all was aw- 
ful, huſhed, and ſilent, except one particular place, in 
which were a few poor Hungarian ſoldiers, howling 
out lamentations over the body of a deceaſed compa- 
nion, while one of them clumſily fingered an ill-runed 
harp, by way of accompaniment. This fellow had died 
of his wounds; a death that, according to the Turk- 
iſh doctrine, intitled him to an immediate admit- 
tance into heaven. And there was ſomething fan- 
ciful, tho* extremely rude in this elegy ; wherein 
they adjured the Danube, on whoſe banks they 
mourned, to carry the news of his death upon its 
ſtream to his friends; and as it paſſed thro' Hun- 
gary, to tell them that his fall was glorious, as it 
was made in the field, and in the ſervice of re- 
ligion ; beſides which advantages, he had left be- 
hind him many brave companions, who would 
make it their buſineſs to avenge his untimely fate. 
The abſtemiouſneſs of the Turkiſh ſoldiery, fo 
different from what he had ever ſeen among Chri- 
ſtians of that profeſſion, was another point of ad- 
miration to Busbequius. They are ſatisfied with 
as much victuals as will ſatisfy natug; ang of 
leeks, turnips, cucumbers, garlic, and parſnips, 
ſeaſoned with a little ſalt, being their common diet; 
and their drink fair water. During the days of 
their ramadan, or lent, they neither eat nor drink 
from the riſing to the ſetting of the ſun. In which 
ſpace of time they become ſo very dry, that they 
are obliged, the firſt thing they do, to wet their 
mouths with ua little water, otherwiſe their food 
would ſtick in their throats, While drinking they 
ſtoop forward, a poſture ridiculous enough if we 
conſider it, as directed by a religion, which deem- 
ed it profane for a man to drink in an upright 
attitude. However, before they taſte even a draught 
of water, they aſſemble in the temple to pray, 
22252 | NY being 


7 


WM 
_—__ _ 
i P 


a% THE TRAVELS OF 
being fummoned by the prieſt, who from the top 


of the moſque proclaims it to be fun- ſet; a cy- 
ſtom of which we have very lately taken notice. 


There are taverns in Conſtantinople wherein they 
| ſell i ice, imported from Olympus; and to theſe, in 


the evenings of their ſummer faſts, they preſs in 
crowds to refreſh themfelves ; for the beat and 
length of the day renders faſting, for fo long a 
time, very fatiguing. And leſt the cuftom of faſt- 
for ſo long a time ſhould diſagree with them; 


if ſuddenly adopted, _ bring themſelves. to it 


by degrees, abridging daily ſomething of their al- 
lowance for, perhaps, the ſpace of a "ec before 
the ramadan begins; their daily worſhip being {ill 
the ſame. How much better is this conduct, ſays 
our author, than that of the Chriſtians, who uſher 
in their lent with caroufals, drunkenneſs, and re- 


velry ? This behaviour, fo very different from the 


appearance which they make on Aſh-wedneſday, 
gave occaſion to a Turkiſh envoy, who chanced to be 


at that ſeaſon, in a catholic country, to ſay, that the 


Chriſtians, at a certain time of the year, ran mad *, 
but were recovered by ſome black ſtuff being rub- 
bed by their prieſt upon the forehead. A report 
which aſtoniſhed the Turks exceedingly, for they 


have many methods of ſetting people mad, but 


know- of nothing that will cure that melancholy 
diforder. The Turks, after ſun-fet, are allowed 
w eat any ſort of meat, not forbidden by their 
ew. And there are but two caſes ih which a neg- 


2 The Carnival, or Shrove-tide, in moſt Roman catholic 
countries, but particularly in Italy, is celebrated in a man- 
ner that admits but too juſtly of this refle&ion ; and it is 
certainly a prodigious contraſt to that awful ſolemnity where- 


wath lent is or 6ught to be-obſerved, The black ſtuff here men- 
2 is the herwherenith the prieſt ſiens the foreheads of the 


peop! e, in form of acroſs, toremind them of the 1 of 
fleſh ; p ronouncing theſe words, Meiento homo, quod Tu- 
VI yy 1 aa reverterits. le a 
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lect of their faſts will be permitted; one of theſe 
is when a perſon chances to be fick ; bit then he 
muſt abſtain for fo many days as he has been ſick, 
on his recovery. The other is when they are 
about to engage an enemy, proper ſuſtenance be- 
ing then very neceſſary to ſtrengthen them. At 
ſuch a time a cloth is ſpread for the emperor, Who 
dines in the ſight of his whole army, which ftraight 
follows his example; yet otherwiſe they would ra- 
ther die than tranſgreſs this ecclefiaſtical injunction; 
ſo extremely ſuperſtitious, or fo very ſeverely rell- 


ious are they. It is in theſe times that even the 


ſmell of wine is nauſeous to them; we have be- 
fore obſerved, that they are reſtricted from the uſt 
of wine under ſevere penalties. e 
The moſt common puniſhment for ſlight of- 
fences in Turkey is the baſtinado, or a certain 
number of ſtrokes, beſtowed dy the public exe- 
cutioner, with an heavy club, upon the ſoles of 
the feet. So very ſevere is this chaſtiſement, that 
it often tears away large pieces of fleſh; and yet 
the delinquent is enjoined to kiſs the hand of him 
who ftrikes, to thank him for the pains he has 
taken to correct his vicious habits, and to intreat 
him to repeat his blows. The janizaries, who are 
not put to death upon any account whatever, are 
liable to this diſcipline : indeed when their crimes 
are very flagrant, they are degraded and baniftred 
to ſome remote cofner of the empire; where the 
are remarked as infamous, and killed for the me 
trivial miſtake. 2 VR, £7, og 
Solyman had no love for the janizaries, looking 
upon them to be a mutinous, ungovernable band; 
and upon the following occaſion he gave the ſame 
character of them by the mouth of Ruſtan to Bus- 
bequius, adviſing him to have as little dealings 
with them as poſſible. A ſmall party of them com- 
mg up from the ſea fide, where they had been 
= 5 I __. waſhing 
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waſhing, chanced to meet a few of his excellency's 
attendants, whom they began to revile in moſt op- 
probrious terms, altho* they ſaw ſome Italian re. 
negadoes in their company; the Chriſtians not chu. 
, ſing tamely to put up with their ill language, re- 
turned their ſalute in much the ſame language, 
and to words ſucceeded blows, the Italians ſecond. 
ing the Chriſtians, who had the better of the 
battle, and put their antagoniſts to flight: but 
were, however, watched to the ambaſſador's quar- 
ters, which were ſoon afterwards beſet. His in- 
_ .terpreter, who had been a witneſs of the affair, 
was ſeized upon at the gate, and would have been 
hurried away before the aga, who, perhaps, would 
have given him the baſtinado if the ambaſſador 
had. not himſelf haſtened to his reſcue, and taken 
him out of their hands; then orders were ſent by 
the aga to lay hold of the renegadoes, who had 
luckily eſcaped, and got back in ſafety to Con- 
ſtantinople. However, the janizaries came again 
to the quarters of the ambaſſador, where they con- 
tinued to be very clamorous, until the chiau gave 
them two or three piſtoles to buy a new bonnet, 
one of them pretending to have loſt his in the 
ſcuffle. „ 5 | 
The celebration of Eaſter-day in the Turkiſh 
camp was, in our author's opinion, extremely aw- 
ful; the whole army was, drawn. out in regular or- 
der before the tent of the grand ſignior; thoſe of 
the higheſt rank being neareſt thereto, thoſe of the 
loweſt order at the greateſt diſtance, deſcending 
gradually. They were all extremely neat ; their 
eyes were fixed on the ground, and they ſtood 
like ſtatues, not making the lighteſt noiſe, nor 
even moving the head, until the name of Mabo- 
met was mentioned in the prayers, which the 
prieſts pronounced aloud ; at which they all bowed 
at once; and when the name of God was my 
| tione 
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tioned they fell upon their faces and kiſſed the 
ground. Prayers being at an end, they were at 
liberty to ramble whither they pleaſed ; and in aſhort 
time after a plentiful. dinner was ſerved up. to the 
grand ſignior's table, every diſh of which was im- 
mediately removed by the janizaries, and eaten with 

great merriment, his ſublime Highneſs dining i in 
reality elſewhere. 

The day after .this ſhew, Busbequius returned 
to Conſtantinople, well pleaſed to find that he was 
upon better terms with the Turkiſh court than he 
could have poſſibly expected; for ſome preſents 
which the emperor Ferdinand had lately ſent thi- 
ther had been publicly accepted of in the grandeſt 
and moſt cordial manner : they canſiſted of a few 
drinking cups, richly gilded ; a handſome clock 
carried by an elephant, and ſome purſes of money, 
c. were brought by a learned Dutchman in the 
8 OT: called Albertus de Ubiis, 


184 : 2 2 TRAV e 


—_ 
KA 


CHAP. v. 


| Th Turks btain a fignal viftery over the Chriſtians, 
many priſmers brought to Copſtantinople ; Turkiſh 
opinion of the impartiali ty of drvine juſtice ; a cha- 
 rdfer of Hali; Busbequius permitted to remou- 
10 the iſland of Principo, to ſhun the peftilence; 
an account of the people of auric Cheroneſe; 
4 ſpecimen of their langu ef alſo of the fam 
land of Cathay ; andat r its : Bir yoo ; 
0 ebe perf ormed by a Turkiſn pilgrim ; one of 
"1 4 4 s ſervants ſuffers for attempting to imi- 
| tate 2 22 ; diſpute between two ther 1 2 x 
ſervams and @ tadi, ended in prace , the 
Later; fome priſmers holed at th 775 of Bus- 
bequius; he returns bome accompanied by a Turk- 
iſt erony 3 @ Pence concluded apon we od ratified. 


BOUT this time the Turkiſh fleet, com- 
manded by Pihal Baſha, having ſurprized 
the Spaniards, who had lately poſſeſſed themſelves 
of Meninge, obtained a very ſignal victory over 
them, and reduced that iſland again under the 
yoke of Solyman. The news of this ſucceſs was 
brought to Conſtantinople by a galley, at the ſtern 
of which was drawn thro' the ſea a banner, where- 
on was impreſſed the image of our Saviour. Ma- 
ny Chriſtians of great note were killed in this en- 
gagement, and the duke of Medina, with the ad- 
miral John Andrew Doria, luckily eſcaped to Si- 
cily, being favoured by the darkneſs of the night. 
Theſe were followed by a gallant officer of the 
name of de Sande, who held our for three months 
againſt all the Turkiſh power, in a pretty ſtrong 

fort, which afterwards {urrendered for want of 
waiter and ſurgeons; numbers of the ſoldiery daily 
expiring in the greateſt torture, partly thro” thirſt, 
partly 
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partly thro' their wotnds corrupting fer want' of 
ccectiny>anendiances- 5 1 DOGS 8 
Solyman came down to an apartment which he 
had in his garden near the fea-ſide; to fee tlie pri- 
foners and fpoil brought into the harbour; ameng 
them were Don Alvarez de Sande, Don jeh of 
Caſtile, Bon Sancho de Leyva, arid Don Bellerigee 
de Requeſne. Don Johs of Cordova, the fon i- 
law of the laſt, had been alſo take, but pre- 
vailed upon Pihal, with a round ſum of money, to 
ſet him aſhore at Chios. The avarice of Pittal 
induced him to keep as ſeeret as poſſible, his Wav- 
ing made priſoner Pon Gaſto, 4 young ſon of the 
duke of Medina; and fhis with a view of extort- 
ing a very great ranſom, and engroſſing it to- Him- 
ſelf, Solyman by ſome chance became àcquainted 
with this proceeding 5 upon which He expreſſed 
himſelf in very angry terms: in conſequence of 
which Pihal, to avoid the reſentment of his fe- 
rereign, committed another crime-of a {tilt deeper 
die, and privately diſpatehed poor Don Gaſto; 
cauſing a report at the ſame time to be propagated, 
that he died of the plague before Meninge had 
been intirely fabdued ; yet conſcious of his guilt, 
and juſthy fearing a proper puniſhment for his 
wickedneſs, he kept cruizing in the Ægeam ſex with 
a-few gallies, not daring to venture to Conftantf= 
nople untit the grand Eonar Bad been prevarled 
upon to pronounce his pardon in thefe words : 
His offence is great, but I forgive him; let the 
_ © Almighty avenger of all crimes puniſh him fot 
it in a future world,” This fentence will ap- 
pear leſs ſtrange to thoſe. who remember, that it 
is the opinion of the, Turks, that no crimes what- 
loever paſs without being retaliated either here or 
hereafter. I T1 "4 OP RON 
The priſoners were in a miſerable condition, har- 
ing been half- ſtarved on ſbip board; whereby they 
„„ e _ 
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were ſo much debilitated that many of them could 
ſcarcely ſtand upon their legs; yet were theſe mi. 
ſerable wretches mocked at, and inſulted over by 
the Turks, who loaded the weakeſt: of them, 
bound as they were, with arms, bidding them 
ſhew their valour now; under which taunts many 
of them. expired, without moving the leaſt com- 
miſeration in the boſoms of theſe barbarians. Ma. 
ny of them were ſent over to Pera, a town oppoſite 
to Conſtantinople, where Busbequius ordered them 
to be attended, and nouriſhed with broth and mut- 
ton, otherwiſe ſeveral of them muſt certainly have 
expired .thro' want of a little comfortable ſuſte - 
nance. Beſides the expence he was at in thus fur- 
niſhing them with proviſions, he was obliged to 
find them in garments, bed-cloaths, and money, 
_ wherewith to purchaſe. good treatment from their 
keepers. For great numbers of them he paid their 
ranſom, and was never reimburſed ; ſome of them 
not being able to ſatisfy him, and others of them 
never having intended it, laughed at him, as he. 
- was- afterwards: told, for his commiſeration and 
credulity. However, it is certain that his preſence, 
at this time, was of infinite ſervice to theſe un- 
happy people ; and that upon the whole he ran 
himſelf very deeply in debt, and was a conſider- 
OZ OO 8 | N 

Several merchants inhabiting Pera ſeconded his 
good offices with great willingneſs; but one of 
them who was a predeſtinator, abſolutely refuſed 
to afford them the ſlighteſt aſſiſtance. whatever; 
advancing in excuſe, that their condition was ow- 
ing to the divine decree, which he was not bold 
enough to think of oppoſing, by helping them to 
alter it, that change being in the hands of a god, 
who would ſoon bring it about, were he diſpoſed 
ſo to do. As Solyman the Magnificent declined 
in years, he advanced in ſuperſtition; an: old wor 
© OE ; man 
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man famed for piety having told him, that unleſs 
he reformed in his exceſſive uſe of pleaſure, he 
would be ſeverely puniſhed in futurity; he diſ- 
charged his ſingers and muſicians, burned the mu- 
ſical inſtruments, changed his ſilver for earthen 
diſhes; and not only denied himſelf the uſe of- 
wine, but abſolutely forbad the importation of it 
into Conſtantinople, upon any account, either by. 
Turk, . Jew, or Chriſtian, However, Busbequius 
was with ſome difficulty allowed twenty-four hours 
to lay in a proper ſtock; and this indulgence was 
of great conſequence to him at that time, his houſe. 
being very ſickly, ſome ſymptoms of the plague 
beginning to ſhew itſelf among his people; yet 
Ruſtan would not grant him liberty to change his 
quarters, but. ſaid that the plague was an arrow. 
guided by God, which would always fall as he di- 
reed, and from which therefore to endeavour an 
eſcape was fruitleſs and preſumptive. - But he very 
2 died of a dropſy not many days after, and 
was ſucceeded in the high office of grand vizir 
by Hali, of whom we have ſpoken heretofore. 
Hali was prudent, conſiderate, and much more, 
poliſned in his manners than his predeceſſor; and 
thro' his means Busbequius obtained leave to re- 
move with his houſhold to Principo, a very plea- 
ant little iſland, four miles ſail from Conſtantino- 
ple; but not before he had loſt Dr. Williams by 
the infection; a phyſician whoſe knowledge and, 
aſſiduity, without mentioning his other virtues, were, 
ſufficient to render his death extremely regretted. , 
. In Principo Busbequius found himſelf very much 
at eale ; he was no longer under reſtriction ; the 
Turks, who attended him, were far from being 
troubleſome ; and he amuſed himſelf with roving 
about among the iſlands, here ſcattered up and. 
down, and inſpecting the plants; among which 

Were French lavender, cotton weed, ſnarp- pointed 
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myrtle, &c. If the weather was ſettled he took 
the diverſion of fiſhing upon the water with a 
drag-net, and at other times he made uſe of a ſpear 
to ftrike thro* the fiſh. as they lay at the bottom; 


he. generally ſent part of the ſpoil, as a prefent, to 
Hali, for there was great variety, the fea abound- 
ing with bream, ſcorpion, dragon, ſcare, jull, and 


ruff-fiſh, as well as with Tobſters, fhrimps, ſtar- 
fiſh, faw-fiſh, grape-fiſh; -and the fork-fiſh, the 
priekles of which are ſo very ſharp, that one of 
them ran himſelf thro'; endeavouring to avoid be- 
ing taken, and to aſſail his purſuers. During three 
months that he lived upon this iſland, he ſpent his 
time in a moſt agreeable contented manner, tho 


ſome of His enemies at the Porte endeavoured to 


diſturb his peace, by miſreprefenting him; an 
attempt N was tte with reg manner of 
ſucceſs, Hali being too much his friend to permit 
them to prevail. Tt was thro' his means that Bus- 
bequius at length concluded a treaty, tho” when 
it was on the point of being compleated it had 


like to have been broken off thro” the incurſions 


of a Greek defpote into Moldavia, of which coun- 


try he had poſſeſſed himſelf, having driven out the 


vaivode. Halt complained of thefe proceedings 


às intolerable- and unjuſt, but was ſatisfied on be- 


ing affured they were not countenanced by his im- 
perial majeſty ; tho it is certain ſome ſoldiers in 
that ſervice, who were garrifoned on the frontiers 
6f Hungary, were deeply concerned therein. The 
government ſeemed to 50 conducted upon a more 
regular, as well as a milder plan now than in the 


Hife - time of Ruſtan ; and the ambaſſador had greater 
opportunities than ever of improving his know- 
ledge, as well by converfing with ſtrangers as by 
examining natural productions, or ſtudying the 
Turkish politics: he omitted no opportunity of 
cultivating an intimacy with foreigners, or indeed 


with 
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with perſons, in general, who appeared to be any 
way remarkable. Among theſe we ought not to 


forget two ambaſſadors from the Tauric Cheroneſe, 


whom he invited to dine with him. One of them 
was a tall ell looking man, with an open inge 


nuous countenance; the other was a thick well et 


Greek, who had raiſed himſelf by his own indu- 


ſtry, and was well acquainted with the language 
and manners of the country from whence he came. 


From theſe Busbequius learned that the inha- 


bitants of the Tauric Cheroneſe “ were originally 


Germans, and it is not unlikely that they were 
ſome of thoſe Saxons which Charles the Great 
tranſplanted into different countries; into Tran- 
ſilvania, for example, tho' ſome have imagined 


| them, and perhaps not without reaſon, to de- 


duce their origin from the Goths. They are a 


warlike ingenious race, and ſo ready-witted, that - 


Turks {ay of them, That they eat their books, 

# Taurica, or the Tauric Cbæroneſe, at preſent compre- 
hends the peninſula of the leſſer 'Fartary, ſtretching 788 
Black ſea, and the ſea of Zabache, to the ſtreights of Caffa, 
ſeparating Europe from Aſia. The air is temperate, and 
the ſoil extremely fruitful, but the inhabitants are too ſloth- 
ful to improve it much by cultivation: they are fond of the 
chace, becauſe wild beaſts are extremely plenty. It is croſſed 
from north to ſauth by a ridge of high mountains; the nor- 
thern parts being inhabited by Crim Tartars, who are alſo 
called Tartars of Procopia. They were antiently remark- 
ably cruel, ſacrificing to Diana all rangers that happened to 
touch upon their precinRs, but chiefly the Grecians, to whom 
they ſeemed. to have a particular averſion. The heads of the 
people thus maſſacred were fixed upon the houſe-top, being 
ſuppoſed, in ſome meaſure, to be a guard to the dwelling, 
However, theſe batbarous cuſtoms have been long aboliſhed ; 
and they are not only ſubſervient to the religious and polĩti- 
cal laws of Mahomet, but celebrated for their ſtrict and 
ſpeedy adminiſtration of juſtice, as well as for being ſtrangens 
to envy, luxury, and ambition. Caffa is the en 


territory. It is a large trading town, and was taken by the 


Turks in 1457. 2 
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«<<. digeſting the wiſdom of them in their boſoms, 
< thence to be drawn out upon occaſion; whereas 
the learning of other nations lie in their books,” 
They are ſlovenly in their manners, drinking often 
out of the hollow of their hand, and eating horſe. 
-fleſh ſodden under their ſaddles. Their prince is 
ſerved at meals in. ſilver, and his firſt and laſt dih 
is a horſe's head. Their diale& reſembles the 
German very much, and they reckon thus: 1a, one; 
tua, two; tria, three; fyder, four; uf, five; 
ers, ſix; ſevene, ſeven; athe, eight; nyne, nine; 
thiine, ten, &c. One of theſe ambaſſadors ſung a 
- ſong, which begun thus | 


Mara, ware ingdilou +: . 
Scute gira gala. 525 
| Heamiſciep dorbixuea. 


Heſides theſe ſtrangers, Busbequius became ac. 
quainted with a certain Turkiſh pilgrim, who had 
travelled almoſt over all the Eaſt-Indies, but more 
particularly into the famous land of Cathay, paſ- 
ſing thro' many barbarous nations, and croſſing 
bleak, inhoſpitable deſerts; againſt the inclemencies 
of which he was, however, well provided, as he 
went with a large trading caravan. The country 
df Cathay is encompaſſed with rocks and moun- 
'tains, being to be entered at very few places, and 
theſe are ſo ſtrongly guarded that no body can 
paſs them without a very ſtrict examination; after 
*which-a beacon is lighted up, giving notice of the 
arrival of ſtrangers to the next watch-tower or 
garriſon ; and by a ſucceſſion of theſe the intelli- 
gence is, in a few hours, conveyed to the ears of 
the king, which otherwiſe could not have reached 
him in as many days; and his orders, either with 
reſpect to admitting or forbidding them to advance, 5 
are in a ſhort time communicatcd by the {ame _ uni 
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nel. If they are admitted, the king muſt have the 
firſt choice of ſuch wares as they import: what 


he leaves they are at liberty to diſpoſe among his 
ſubjects; but in this they are reſtricted to a cer- 
tain time, that being compleated they muſt de- 
part, for the Cathaians fear much the infection of 
foreign manners. {1 e 58 


They are a friendly ſagacious people, having 1 


religion peculiar to themſelves, which in many of 
its rites approaches nearly to Judaiſm. They have 
been long poſſeſſed of the art of printing. Their 
paper is the ſilk-worm's bag, and ſo extremely thin 
that one ſide only will admit impreſſion, the other 
muſt be left blank. Muſk is in great plenty here; 
being the .produce of a certain animal not larger 
than a kid; it is eſteemed for its fragrance. Lions 


are very valuable, as not being natives of this coun- 
try. The only curioſity. brought out of Cathay 


by the pilgrim who gave this account, was a cer- 


tain root, the effect of which was biting and in- 


flammatory in the mouth. However, it was very 
precious, a little of it refreſhing the body con- 
iderably, inſpiring warmth, and diſpelling fatigue *. 
Another | Turkiſh pilgrim, who fell into Busbe- 
quius's company, was dreſſed in a long white ha- 
bit, with flowing hair and a caſſon; he dined with 
the ambaſſador, and afterwards went down ſtairs, 
where taking up a huge ſtone he therewith ſtruck 
himſelf ſeveral times upon the breaſt, in a manner 
lufficiently ſevere to have felled an ox; yet he did 
not appear to feel it; he alſo: held a red-hot piece 
of iron in his mouth without being in the leaſt in- 
Jured, In this laſt, one of Busbequius's domeſtics 
pretending to emulate him, ſuffered ſeverely for his 
folly; burning his hands and month in ſuch a 
manner, that he was a long time under cure. Yet 
This is probably a root, the virtues of which have been 
uverllly publiſhed, under the name of ginſeng. -< - 
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in this laſt trick there is nothing very ſurprizing; 
it is practiſed, ſays our author, by many vagrants, 

who fortify their mouths againſt the effects of the 
heat, with a certain chymical preparation; and our 

author had ſeen a juggler in Venice waſh his hands 
thus counterarmed in a platter of melted lead. 
This ſame fellow told many ſurprizing ſtories of 
| renn . prior of a mo- 
vaſtry to which he uch as that he could 
ſpread his cloak upon t -larkace of a lake, and 
row up .and down as if in a boat; alſo that he 
would ſuffer himſelf to be bound faſt to the body 
af a ſheep newly killed, and thrown: into an oven, 
therein to kemain until che beaſt was ſufficiently 
baked; yet he would come forth unhurt. Altho | 
the liberty-enjoyed by Busbequius for ſome time paſt, 
earried with-it -many advantages, it was, 'howerer, 
not intirely free from inconveniencies, ariſing from 

His ſervants often quarrelling with the janizarics, 
vrho never failed to ãnſult them in- every. place on 

T Account of their religion, "owing: them to ibe 
* once happened chat his 3 and his 

= butler, having hired a boat at Pera to waft them 

erer to Conffantinople, were now juſt about to 
put off When they were ſtopped hy a young man, 
who inſiſted upon their quitting the weſſel for the 
cadi, Who wanted' to croſs over, and for whom 
there vas not auother to be had: blows followed 
their-vefuſing-his demand, in which the Turk was 
worſted; white his maſter. perceiving the quarre, 
| haſtevad to his aſſiſtance, but the place being fip- 
pery he tumbled down the ſteep, and rolled into 
the ſea, where, had not ſome of his companions 
inſtantly. relieved him, he had certainly been drown: 
ed. Phis accident cauſed a great commotion, 
wherein the ambaſſador's ſeryants were ſeized and 
G efore à judge, Who u, have cauſed 


them 
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them to be ſeverely baſtinadoed, had not one of 
them with great confidence proclaimed his inno- 
cence, and aſſured the judge that he ſhould pay 
dearly if he hurt them in the leaſt, they being the 
emperor's ſervants. Upon this information they were 
ſent. to the grand vizir, who eaſily perceiving the 
Turks were in the wrong, promiſed to examine into 
the affair, and give them intire ſatisfaction; in the 
mean time ordering the ſuppoſed aggreſſors to pri- 
ſon, which was the only ſtep he could take to ſe- 
cure them from the fury of & mob, who, inſtigated 
by their natural averſion to all profeſſors of chri- 
ſtianity, would have otherwiſe treated them very 
barbarouſly': for the Turks think it meritoridus 
nat only to injure a Chriſtian, when they know he 
cannot retaliate, but alſo ro bear falſe witneſs 
againſt him upon every occaſion. This affair was 
determined by the divan, who ſent home the am- 
baſſador's ſervants, and deprived the cadi of his 
polt ; for to be beaten by a Chriſtian, is an unpar- 
donable diſgrace. The vizir had referred this af- 
fair to the divan, Jeſt he ſhould have been ſuſpect- 
ed of bribery, had he .of his own accord acquit- 
ted the Chriſtians ; and Busbequius had abſolutely 
refuſed to drop the ſuit, as well as to give a few 
ducats to the cadi, by way of huſh-money. - 

About this time the Turks were ſo incenſed- 
againſt the French, who had lately made peace 
wich the Spaniards, that they abſolutely refuſed to 
releale Alvarez de Sande, and ſome other chriſtian 
priſoners, whoſe liberty the ambaſſador of that na- 
tion had very reſpectfully intreated ; and yet this eſ- 
pecial favour was granted to the requeſt of Buſbe- 
quus, and the captive ſent home to his houſe ; ſogreat- 
ly was our author in favour with the grand ſignior. 
He moreover procured the reſtoration of Ibrahim, 
dolyman's chief interpreter or druggerman, to his 
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«wy THE TRAVELS DF 
employment, of which he had been deprived thro? 
the ill offices of La Vigne, one of the French mi- 
niſters, whom he had diſobliged. Fali's poliey 
and friendſhip was of very great ſervice to Busbe- 
quius, and thro' his means the ſo long concerted 
peace was at length happily brought about and 
finiſhed, in ſpite of the clamors of the vaivode of 
'Tranſilvania, who complained of being deſerted 
by his old ally and ſupport, the grand fgnior, as 
well as of the murmurs of many other malecon- 
tents, There were ſome few ſubſervient articles 
propoſed, which Busbequius choſe to leave to the 
diſcuſſion of his - ſovereign, craving that an en- 
voy might be ſent home with him that any obſcu- 
rity might be explained; and pitching upon 
Ibrahim as the propereſt perſon to fill ſo impor: 
tant an employment. This choice was approved 
of by Hali, who, hearing that his excellency want- 
ed ſome fine horſes, ſent one of the nobleſt beaſts 
in his ſtable to the market, where he allowed the 
ambaſſador's agents to cheapen it, and afterwards 
ſent it to him as a preſent, the value of it being 
near 120 ducats. He moreover beſtowed on 
him a veſt, curiouſly embroidered with gold; 2 
veſſel of Alexandriah treacle, and a box of a cer- 
tain yellow balm, of wonderful virtue, which he 


A 

Fbrought from Egypt, where it was very ſcarce Wi 
and precious, being drawn from the bark ot ' 
a certain rare tree. In return for theſe favours Buſ- » 
bequius. promiſed to ſend to him a coat of mail, a WF . 
ſure-footed German horſe, and ſome ſupertine var. y 
nich; ſo that about the end of Auguſt 1662, he , 
ſet out cn his return home, carrying with him the h 


confirmation of a truce for eight years, and the pri 
ſoners, with whoſe liberty he had been complimented. 
Moſt of them left him on the road, departing each 35 
he was either ſummoned by choice or neceſſity, Al 


varez de Sande excepted, who accompanied * 
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all the way, and by his facetious diſpoſition ſhort- 
ened the road conſiderably, 

His merriment was indeed a little abated, by an 
accident that happened at Tulna, which he feared 
might have contributed to ſend him back to Con- 
ſtantinople. Some of Busbequius's people going to 
look out for proper quarters, happened to enter the 
houſe: of a diſcontented janizary, who ſtruck one 
of them over the head with a club, and was go- 
ing to treat a ſecond with the Tame familiarity; 
but he warded off the blows with a- hatchet that 
he chanced to have in his hand; and would cer- 

tainly have fplit his ſkull if the aſſailant had not 
ſecured himſelf by flight, However, the ſervant - 
ſtopped him ſhort, by flinging the hatchet after 
him, which broaght him to the ground by ham- 
{ringing him. The fellow, at firſt, made a great 
buſtle about his hurt, but Ibrahim paid him a 
viſit, and repreſented the ambaſſador's ihtereſt et 
the Porte in ſuch ſtrong colours, that the fellow 
was glad to hold his tongue; and hugged himſelf 
wich thinking that he had eſcaped very well, tho? 
tor his ſaucineſs cripled for life. . 

From Tulna they proceeded to Buda, where * 
were met without the gates of the town by the 
baſha, and a numerous train of attendants, among 
which were a troop of horſemen, {ome of whom 
had ſhaved their heads, and ſtuck feathers into 
the bare {kin in regular lines, from which the blood 
trickled apace ; others held their arms a-kimbo, 
vith a knife ſtruck thro' the fleſh 2 little above - 
the elbow ; theſe were on foot: a third company 
had holes made thro” the {kin near the loins, in 
which hung large clubs as ia a belt; and a fourth 
had horſe's ſhoes nailed to their heads} yet, tho? 
they muſt have ſuffered great torture from theſe 
tricks, they never once winced, but talked merrily 
8 they went along. From hence they advanced 
| 1 > 
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to Gran, and croſſing the river Wage at Comorra, 
entered the German territories. Sande now em- 
braced Busbequius with great ardor, and thank- 
ed him for his liberty, pf which he owned, till 
that time, he was not quite ſure, not knowing but 
ſome damned accident might have happened to 
carry him back to Conſtantinople, perhaps to be 
confined for life, in miſerable ſlavery, among bar- 
barians. A few days more brought them to Vienna, 
from whence notice of their arrival was ſent to the 
emperor, then at Frankfort, preparing to procure 
the inauguration of his ſon Maximilian as king of 
the Romans, whither they were immediately or- 
dered to repair; and Ibrahim had an opportunity 
of ſeeing that magnificent proceſſion. He after- 
wards laid at the emperor's feet thoſe preſents 
wherewith he had been entruſted by Solyman ; 
and Ferdinand having confirmed the peace in the 

moſt binding manner, diſmiſſed him with the ſtrongeſt 
marks of his ſincerity, and ſome undoubted proofs 
af his generoſity. While Busbeqpius was reward- 
ed in ſuch a way as ſhewed that his imperial ma- 
jeſty had a deep ſenſe of his care and aſſiduity; 
and it was a ryle with that monarch always to 

treat merit with ſic and liberality. 1 — 
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The entertaining Travels and various 
Adventures of Capt. JoHN SMITH. 


4 H A P. * 


Of ca;tain Smith's birth ; he embarks in the hondur- 
able Mr. Bertie's ſervice; guits it; ll-uſed by his 
guardians ; turns Vene ; zs ſhipwrecked; leads a 
olitary life in the woods of Lincolnſhire ; goes 
abroad; is rebbed ; flung overboard ; ſaves himfef 
on the iſland of St. Mary; is taken up by a captain of 
a ſhip from St. Malo; aſſiſis kim in taking a great 

' prize; ges aſb re very rich; travels tz Rome, and 

| feveral other parts; ſet ves againſt the Turks in 

Hungary; manife/ts great ingenuity in war; kills 

three Turkiſh champions in combat. 
\APTAIN Smith was born at Willoughby in 

Lincolnſhire ; but his parents dying when he 

was but thirteen years old, left him to the care of 

guardians, who bound him apprentice at the age 

of fifteen, to Mr. Thomas Sendall of Lynn, a 

merchant of great trade, whom he ſoon left, be- 

ing of a roving diſpoſition, and wanting much to go 
to ſea, By ſome odd chance, he got into the ſer- 
vice of the hon. Mr. Peregrine Bertie, whom he 
attended into France ; but he was for ſome rea- 
ſons diſcharged, and ſent back to England, libe- 
rally rewarded for the trouble of his journey. 

Here he found his guardians intent upon embez- 

ling his ſubſtance ; for which proceeding, they 

had their own plauſible excuſes ;. and who, to get 
rid of his importunity, generouſly gave him ten 
ſhillings and three-pence as his portion. Not 

| K 3 having 
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198 THE TRAVELS OF 
having entirely expended the donation of Mr. Ber. 
tie, he returned to Paris, where he contracted an 
intimacy with one Mr. David Hume, who gave 
him recommendatory letters to Scotland; and aſſu. 
rance, that on his delivering them, he would be 
1 in the court of king James; for which 

e accordingly ſet out; but his money running 
ſhort at Roan, he ealified under the banners of 
captain Joſeph Duxbury ; with whom he led a mi- 
litary life for three or four years in Flanders. 

At the end of that time, he embarked for Leith, 
but was ſhipwrecked upon Holy-Ifland, in Nor- 
thumberland ; it was with difficulty he ſaved his 
lite, and croſſing over to Berwick, continued his 
route to the Scotiſh court, where he was received 
with great cordiality and friendſhip. But not meet- 
ing that quick advancement, for which the warmth 
of his imagination had encouraged him to hope, 
he returned to Willoughby in Lincolnſhire, where, 
after having ſojourned for ſome time, and being 
quite diſguſted with croſſes, he retired to a wood, 
where he, for many months, led a ſolitary 
hte. The ſnuation was diftant from any town; 
and in the moſt. ſecret. and ſhady: receſs of a 
grove, cloſe by the ſide of a little "il, he boy 
tor a cottage with boughs; - e 


1 roof, with reverend 1 
Light ſhaded o'er; it's front in ivy hid, 
That mantling RG aloft, — 


— his companions were Marcus n and 
Machiavel's Art of War; his principal food was 
veniſon; and he frinotimcs ſeirted the foreſt on 
horſeback; a ſervant, who took care of his beaſt, 
calling on him every day, to ſupply him with pro- 
per neceſſaries. At length he was drawn out of 
his retirement by the perſuaſion of Theodore m— 
080, 
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logo, an Italian gentleman, whom the earl of Lin- 
coln entertained in his family, on account of his 
ſkill in horſemanſhip, and many other excellencies. 
He had not lived long at Tatterſal, the ſeat of that 
noble peer, before he again acquired a taſte for 
the buſy world, and returned to the Low Coun» 
tries; from whence he intended to have travelled 
into Hungary, with a view of ſerving againſt the 
Turks; but being over- perſuaded by four French- 
men, who made a good appearance, and were 
handſomely attended, he embarked with them for 
France; they promiſing there to procure recom- 
mendations both for him and themſelves, from the 
dutchefs of Mercœur to Rhodolphus, the imperial 
general in Hungary. Thefe fellows being no bet- 
ter than ſhar pers, entered into a league with the 
maſter of the ſhip, to" rob him; 3 which they ac- 
cordingly did off St. Valeries, in Picardy : for, 
under pretence of going aſhore, to prepare accom- 
modations for him, they carried off alf his baggage, 
as well as their own, and. never returned. The 
ſhip's boat which had landed them, did not come 
back till the. following evening ; the maſter, who 
was with her, alledging in excuſe, the badneſs of 
the weather ; his paſſengers, he ſaid, told him, they 
were going to Amiens, where they would expect 
Mr. Smith to follow them ; but. he pretended to 
know no more of them. Mr. Smith, now too late, 
faw his folly ; he was ruined, but complaint was 
to no pur poſe; however, ſome ſoldiers who were 
on board, would have abſolutely deſtroyed the 
maſter, when they became acquainted with his vil- 
lainy, had he not generouſly interpoſed; though 
he was obliged to {ell his cloak to pay for his paſ- 
ſage; ; and when he landed had but one penny left 
for his ſubſiſtence. Among other perſons who were 
on board the veſſel which had been ſo unfortu- 
nate to him, was one Mr. Curzianvere, who had 

K 4 ſerved 
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ferved with reputation in the wars ; this gentle. 
man taking pity of Smith's diſtreſs, infiſted upon 
his making free uſe of his purſe, and promiſed to 
procure him ſome ſatisfaction for his loſſes, from 
the relations of the principal perſon of the infa- 
mous knot that had plundered him, whom he 
knew at Mortaigne. At Caen, he was received in 
a very hoſpitable manner, by the prior of St. Ste- 
ven's abbey; but to his grief learned, that it was 
impoſſible for Curzianvere to aſſiſt as he had pro- 
miſed, he having been baniſhed for ſome miſde- 
meanors, which he hoped were, by this time, for- 
gotten ; but he was deceived ; for there was a pro- 
ceſs carrying on againſt him with ſuch ſeverity, 
that he was obliged to ſecure himſelf by a quick re- 
treat, leaving Smith almoſt friendleſs : however, the 
ftory of the misfortune of the latter reaching the ears 
of ſome people of quality and fortune, they deſired 
to ſee him; and his natural abilities ſhining out 
to advantage, engaged them ſo much in his inter- 
eſt, that they not only made a purſe to relieve his 
wants, but even offered him the free uſe of their 
houſes, provided he choſe to remain among them. 
But dependance little ſuited with the greatneſs 
of his ſoul; he could not digeſt the receiving of 
favours, without being able to ſee a poſſible me- 
thod of returning them; beſides, an inactive life 
was entirely inconſiſtent with his aſpiring views; 
ſo that he left this friendly aſylum, and roved 
about from place to place, without meeting any 
engagement to his mind, till his money was quite 
exhauſted. In theſe circumſtances, he wandered 
into a foreſt, the gloom of which ſeemed well 
adapted to the indulgence of his melancholy : here 
ſtretching himſelf at the foot of an old decaying 
tree, he gave way to his deſpair, and uttered ſome 
athetic lamentations, which being over-heard by 


an honeſt peaſant, -the poor fellow haſtened to bis 
Ea ſuccour, 
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ſuccour, cheared him with comfort, and revived 
him with relief, which he had not power to refuſe, 
It was after this affair that he met with one of 
the ſharpers, who had defrauded him of his ſub- 
ſtance : he ſeemed indeed very miſerable : both 
drew their Words, they fought, and juſtice tri- 
umphed, in the fall of the villain, who ſeemed 
now heartily to repent of his infamous courſe of 
life; and who told his antagoniſt, that he and his 
companions had had a deſperate quarrel, in divid- 
ing the ſpoil of which they had ſtripped him. 
Leaving this wretch to the care of ſome oountry- 
people, who had beheld the combat at a diſtance, 
he purſued his journey, and found means to be 
engaged in the ſervice of the noble earl of Ployer, 
who had been educated in England, as well as his 
two brothers, lord Poomore, and baron de Merci ; 
with theſe he travelled through many places in 
Britany, Normandy, Biſcay, &c. no one of which 
he ſtays to deſcribe; but quitting theſe ſcenes, he 
embarked at Marſeilles for Italy; a country, which 
he had long paſſionately deſired to viſit. | 

Off the iſle of St. Mary, near Nice, in Savoy, 
a dreadful ſtorm aroſe which threatened inſtant 
deſtruction. 


The thunders roll, the forky lightning flies; 
In vain the maſter iſſues out commands; 

In vain the trembling ſailors ply their hands; 
The tempeſt ſtill prevents their utmoſt care; 
And from the firſt they labour with deſpair ; 
The giddy ſhip between the winds and tides, 
Forc'd back and forwards, in a circle rides. 


In the midſt of this diſtreſs, fome ignorant in- 
habitants of Provence, who were going upon a 
Pilgrimage to Rome, and were. of the loweſt or- 
der of peaſants, underſtanding that he was an Eug- 

K 8 liſhman, 
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limman, and a hugonot, attributed their danger 
to him, and actually ſacrificed him to appeaſe the 
anger of Neptune, by flinging him overboard. 
Being a ſtrong man, and an excellent ſwimmer, he 
gained the little iſland before mentioned; under 
{ſhelter of which, the enſuing day, he diſcovered 
two ſhips, who had put in there to eſcape the 
ſtorm; and one of them belonging to St. Malo, 
ſent a boat to bring him on board. Here he found 
a cordial reception from the captain, 'whoſe name 
was la Roche; he was a humane, ſenſible man; and 
declared himſelf {till more ready than ever to ſerve 
the diſtreſſed ſtranger, when he underſtood he was 
acquainted with the earl'of Ployer, who was his 
neighbour when at home. With him he failed to 
Alexandria, where they delivered their lading, 
and then returned to Europe. | 
Off cape Otranto, they came up with a Vene- 
tian veſſel, which they hailed, and were anſwered 
by a volley of ſhot, that killed them a man; this 
rude ſalute they as warmly returned, and a briſk 
engagement enſued, in which la Roche boarded the 
Venetian twice in an hour and a half, but was 
as often repulſed; his ſhip being ſet on fire the 
ſecond time, but the flame was ſoon extinguiſhed. 
At length, conqueſt declared itfelf on the fide of 
the French; and the aggreſſor ſtruck, having re- 
ceived . ſome ſhots between wind and water, 
and her maſts and rigging being torn to pieces: 
ſhe loſt twenty men, and la Roche fifteen, Her 
cargo, which was very valuable, conſifted of ſilks, 
velvets, gold and filver brocades, and tifſues, with 
a good quantity of Turkiſh coin; all the latter 
was immediately removed ; and as much of the 
cares as could be conveniently ſtowed on board, 
being taken out of her, ſhe was fer at liberty with 
all her hands, though in ſo leaky a condition, that 
there was ſcarcely any hopes of her ever coming 
to 
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tw port. After this engagement, the St. Malo-man 
put into Antibes to refit; and here Smith ſignifying 
his inclination to quit the ſervice, was ſet aſnore with 
zoo ſequins in his pocket, and a box of gold worth 
as much more, which came to his ſhare; nor was 
he therewith. diſſatisfied. Being now well provid- 
ed with money, he ſteered his courſe for Rome, 
but ſtayed for ſome time at Sienna, to manifeſt, 
ſpect for lord Willoughby, and his brother the ho- 
nourable Mr, Peregrine Bertie, who: were confined 
to their apartments, by certain wounds received in 


a fight, that redounded much to their advantage. 


At Rome he ſaw; among other ceremonies, the 
pope, and a train of cardinals, creep up a certain 
pair of ſtairs ſaid to be brought from Jeruſalem ; 


and, if report is to be depended upon, theſe are 


the identical ſtairs by which our Saviour aſcended 
to the hall, where he was fentenced by Pontius 
Pilate. They are marked with the drops of blood, 
that then: iſſued from bis crown of thorns ; and 
theſe marks are pointed ont by ſteel nails; upon 
every. one of which, devotees kneel for a certain 
time, repeating the Lord's prayer, and the ange- 
lic ſalutation. No body is permitted to mount 
theſe ſtairs, otherwiſe than on their knees; how- 
ever, there are two other flights of ſteps parallel 
to, and divided from them by balluſtrades, and from 
whence they may be viewed. In a ſilver lam p, which 
burns perpetually under the {ame roof, captain 
Smith. tells us, the oil is never diminiſhed, Tn 
this city he contracted an-' acquaintance with the 
celebrated father Parſons, and ſaw the pope cele- 


brate maſs with prodigious ſolemnity in the church 
of St. John of Lateran ; this his holineſs does one 


Friday in every month. | . 
Having ſatisfied his curioſity in viewing every re- 

markable thing in the city of Rome, he went down 

| the 


in his aſſiduity and attendance, his indelible re- 
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$64 THE TRAVELS OF” 
the Tiber to Civita Vecchia, where he embarked 
for Naples, a city in which he reſided but a very 
ſhort while ; travelling from thence over moſt parts 
of Italy. And crofling the Adriatic, he wandered 
through Dalmatia, Albania, and many other pro- 
vinces till he came to Gratz, in Styria; where thro? 
the intereſt and perſuaſion of an Iriſh jeſuit, he 
offered his ſervice to, and was accepted of, by ba- 
ron Kiſel, with whom he marched to the relief of 
Clumpagh; and contrived by a certain diſpoſition 
of lights, on a neighbouring hill, to acquaint the 
beſieged in a very dark night, that at ſuch a time, 
and in ſuch a quarter, the Turkiſh camp would 
be ſtormed, and they were to ſupport the attack 
by ſally. The governor, whoſe name was Eberſ⸗ 
baught, underſtood this fort of language, and an- 
ſwered it in the fame terms, by ſignals from a 
high tower ; implying, that he ſhould be careful 

to ſecond the aſſault. | 

This method of conveying intelligence is thus 
practiſed. The alphabet being divided into parts, 
viz. from A to L; and from L to Z; the letters 
of the firſt are ſignified by ſnewing and hiding one 
light ſo often as the letter meant ſtands numbered 
in the alphabet; the letters from L to Z, are ſhewn 
by two lights, diſplayed in the ſame manner; and 
the end of a word is marked by holding up three 
lights. Kiſel, being afterwards diffident of his 
on ftrength, which conſiſted only of 10,000 
men, a number that the Turks far exceeded, was 
however, taught by Smith to diſpoſe, in a certain 
erder, 2 or 3000 matches, ſtrung upon lines, and 
ſupported by ſtaves, which having the appearance 
of do many muſqueteers, marching with lighted 
matches, engaged the attention of the Turkiſh 
foldiery, upon that fide. So that they were 
quite off their guard in that quarter wherein they 
were attacked ; and being charged at the ſame _ 
| men 
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ment from the town, they were thrown into prodigi - 
ous confuſion; of which Kiſel made ſo good a uſe, 
that he threw a ſtrong reinforcement into Olum- 
pagh ; and then retired in good order. In conſe- 
quence of this action, the Turks were ſoon after 
obliged to raiſe the ſiege ; the behaviour of gene- 
ral Kiſel was highly applauded, and Mr. Smith was 
made captain of a troop of horſe in the regiment 
of colonel Voldo, earl of Meldritch. F1 

The enſuing campaign was remarkably bufy*: the 
emperor had three powerful armies in the field; 
that in which captain Smith ſerved, was command- 
ed by the duke of Mercceur, a peer of France, un- 
der the archduke Ferdinand. It conſiſted of 30000 
men, and laid ſiege to Alba Regalis, a city which 
was every way extremely ſtrong, and had been in 
the hands of the Turks about ſixty years. Smith 
contributed conſiderably to the reduction of Alba 
Regalis, by throwing into it a firework, that pro- 
duced much damage, and infinite confuſion, where- 
ever it chanced to fall ; it was a round earthen pot, 
filled with pitch, oil, turpentine, brimſtone, pow- 
der, and muſket-balls, covered with ſearcloth, and 
ſhot from an engine ; its flaming courſe was terri- 
ble to the ſight, and its exploſion dreadful in effect. 
The city was ſurpriſed by the earl of Roſworme; 
and the baſha, after an obſtinate refiſtance, was 
taken priſoner, by the hand of the earl of Mel- 
dritch, who found it hard to protect him from be- 
ing pulled to pieces by the ſoldiery. Mahomet dif- 
patched 60,000 new raifed troops to the relief of 
the place, under the command of Aſſan Baſha, 
to whom the dnke refolved to give battle, march- 
ing for that end to meet him. The two armies 
came in fight of each other in the plains of Girk, 
and a deſperate battle enſued, which after many 
hours continuance, was terminated in favour of the 
chriſtians ; it was here that the earl of Meldritch was 
expoſed 
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expoſed to very imminent danger; it was. here that 
his-prudence and valour diſplayed themſelves to vaſt 
advantage; he loſt the beſt part of his regiment, 
and the captain was not only deſperately wounded, 
but had a horſe killed under him; however, that 
loſs was ſoon repaired, there being plenty of horſes 
upon the field which: had no owners. In this 
battle; the Turks loſt nine pieces of cannon, &c. 
near 6000 men, with ſeveral great commanders, 
and among them the. baſha of Buda. Both ar- 
mies remained after this action, for ſome time, view- 
ing each other from their trenches; but winter 
approaching faſt, the Turks thoughe proper to 
retire, without laying ſiege to Alba Regalis, though 
that had been their principal errancg. 
The following ſpring, the earl of Meldritch 
made ſeveral incurſions into the plains of Alba; 
and, at length, entrenched himſelf before the 
city, though not without much difficulty, on 
account of the high mountains that ſurrounded 
it, and the narrow - paſſes. which covered the 
approach to it. The Turks, who mocked. at 
bis delay, ſent a challenge, penned by Turbaſhaw, 
a2 very valiant man, daring; any Chriſtian in the 
camp to ſingle combat, for the entertainment of 
the ladies; the acceptance of this combat was de- 
termined by lot, and it fell upon captain Smith. 
A truce was agreed upon for that time; the ram- 
s of the town were filled with women, and de- 
tachments from both armies were drawn out on 
each ſide, under arms. At length Turbiſhaw en- 
tered the liſts: he was gallantly mounted, and to 
his gorgeous armour, was affixed a pair of wings, 
made of eagle's feathers, ſet in ſilver, and finely 
adorned with gold and jewels; his. horfe was led 
by two janizaries, and he was preceded by a third, 
Who carried his lance. Captain Smith appeared 
immediately after, a page bearing his lanes = 
avi 
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having) ſaluted the Turk in a very courteous man- 
ner, he waited till the trumpets ſounded to charge, 
and at the firſt onſet ran his lance with ſuch force 
againſt his antagoniſt, that he pieroed througli his 
beaver to the brain, and he fell dead from his 
horſe ;- upon his falling, Smith. alighted, unbraced 


his helmet, ſeparated the head from the body with 


his falchion, and preſented it to his general, amid(t 
the loudeſt acclamations of the people. In conſe- 
quence of Turbiſhaw's death, Grualgo, one who 
was his intimate friend, ſent a particular challe 
to Smith to fight him, ſtaking his head, horſe, and 
armour” on the event: it was quickly embraced; 
The following day they met in the ſame place where 
Turbiſhaw fell; on the firſt onfet, their latices 
were ſhivered in pieces, and the Turk was al- 
moſt unhorſed. They then diſcharged their piſ- 
tols, and Grualgo being ſhot through the left arm, 
tumbled from his horſe; Smith ſoon diſmounted, 
and cutting off his head, determined the diſpute; 
his horſe and arms he kept, but his garments, 
which were very rich, he ſent back to the town. 
Captain Smith now thought it his duty to dare 


the Turks to turn out a third man, as they had 


before defied the whole chriſtian army: his invi- 
tation- was accepted of by Bonny Mulgro. On the 
day appointed for this: trial of ſkill, detachments 
of ſoldiers were drawn out as before, the town 
walls were crouded with ſpectators, the champions 
met, and having diſcharged their piſtols, for they 
had no lances, each wielded: his maſſy battle-axe, 
and Bonny Mulgro handled his to ſuch good pur- 
poſe, that he at length ſtruck Smith's out of his 
hand, and would have purſued: his blow, had not 
Smith evaded him by his ſkill in horſemanſhip ; 
and at the ſame inftant, drawing. his falchion, ran 
his antagoniſt quite through the body, fo that he 
dropped from his ſaddle, and Smith took his head. 

In 
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In purſuance of this ſucceſs, Gooo men were 
turned out of the camp, to attend this gallant 
captain to the general's quarters. He was preced- 
ed by three horſes without riders, each led by a 
groom, who carried a Turk's head upon a lance, 
The general received and embraced him with great 
cordiality, preſented him with a horſe magnificent- 
ly capariſoned, and a belt and ſcymetar worth 300 
ducats, at the ſame time, that the earl of Meldritch 
appointed him ferjeant-major of the regiment, by 
which, as well as by the whole army, he was fin- 
gularly eſteemed, Sigiſmond, duke of Tranſil- 
vania, being made acquainted with his bravery, 
gave him three Turk's heads-in a ſhield, for his 
coat of arms; his own picture ſet in gold, and 3ov 
ducats per annum, by way of penſion. 


II. 
Our adventurer made priſener by the Turks; ſent a 
a ſlave to Conſtantinople ; his mi/treſs falls in lave 
with him; ſends him to her brother in Tartary; 
he is uſed very ill; he kills the barbarian, and 
eſcates with imminent danger into Ruſſſa. Sone 
account of the Tartars ; he arrives at the qrouince 
of Tranfilvania, paſſes through Germany, ꝑ&c. 
comes to Gibraltar; embarks on board a French 
man of uar; Morocco deſcriled; ſeme curicis 
anecdotes relating to Mr. Archer, an Engliſh 
merchant, ſettled here. A deſcription of Congo 
and Angola; he eng ages and defeats twa S paniſn. hifi 
of war. oh | ” 
HE trenches were ſoon after opened before 
Alba, and the town battered with twenty- 


Gx p eces of cannon ; the garriſon defended it with 
great bravery, but at length it was taken by ſur- 
rize, and the inhabitants put to the ſword, t 

heads 


EE 
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heads being planted round the walls upon ſtakes; 


for in the ſame manner had the Turks uſed the 
Chriſtians, when they took the ſame place. The 
booty found in it was very conſiderable, and Va- 
ratio, Solmos, Kupmonka, and many other towns 


followed its fortune, We next find captain Smith 
in a body of 13000 men, commanded by the earl 
of Meldritch, watching the motions of the khan of 
Crim-Tartary; who, at the head of 30,000 men, 


was Pay in the neighbourhood of Moldavia. 


Not far from them, in a ſort of ambuſh, lay a 


Turkiſh general by name Jeremy, with 1 5000 men, 


the remains of an army that had been lately routed 
by the Chriſtians. And through theſe Meldritch 


cut his way in the night, routing them completely, 


by means of certain bodies of wild-fire, contrived 
by captain Smith, which frightening their horſes, 


and dazling their eyes, drove them back one upon 


another with ſuch confuſion, that, banſhing all 


thoughts of reſiſtance, every man ſtrove to ſecure 


himſelf by flight ; and thus did they contribute 


to their own defeat. | | 
However, this victory availed Meldritch very 
little, for he ſoon after fell in with the main body 


of the Tartars, in the valley of Veriſthorne, at 
the foot of mount Rottenton, near the banks of the 


nver Altus. Finding an engagement here inevitable, 
he made a halt at the bottom of the mountain, 


and planted three rows of ſtrong thick ſtakes in 


the earth, among which he placed his footmen ; 
and he had ſcarcely difpoſed his little army in pro- 
per order, before they were attacked by Muſtapha 
Baſha, who was ſoon diſordered : but this was 
of no conſequence, as his place was immediately 
lupplied by a freſh body of troops. The onſet was 
Vigorous, and the reſiſtance noble; the ſky was 
darkened with ſhowers of miſſile weapons ; the air 
Vas filled with dying groans, and the ſtream of the 
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river became red with the blood of ſlaughtered 


hoſts. The engagement was long and bloody, the 
numbers of men which the Tartars loft were pro. 
digious ; but at length the Chriſtians, unable to 
ſuſtain ſo unequal a fight, were obliged to give 
Way; earl Meldritch, with about 1400 men, fay- 
ing himſelf by croſſing the river; and moſt of the 
remainder of his forces were either killed or taken 
priſoners. There were many Englith gentlemen in this 
battle, who diſtinguiſned themſelves by their bra- 
very; of theſe there were ſlain, Robert Mollineux, 
Thomas Biſhop, Francis Compton, George Davi. 

ſon, Nicolas Williams, ——— Bakersfield, and 
—— Hardwicke.. 


Captain Smith being deſperately wounded, was 


found faint with the loſs of blood, groveling among 
the ſlaughtered bodies; his dreſs ſhewing him to 
be a man of ſome diſtinction, he was taken care 
af, and conducted, among other priſoners; to Axo- 
polis, where he was ſold in the public market to 
Baſha Bogal, who ſent him, by way of Adria - 
nople, to Conſtantinople, there to attend upon his 
favourite miſtrefs. This lady was called Traga- 
bigranda: ſhe was a Tartar by birth, of a very 
amiable appearance, and gentle diſpoſition; ſhe 
ſpoke good Italian; and became ſo fond of her 
new ſlave, that ſne every moment deviſed ſomething 
new that required his attendance ; ſhe with plea- 
ſure liſtened to the ſtories of his adventures, 


Wherein he ſpake of moſt diſaſtrous chances, 

Of moving accidents by flood and field, 
Of hair-breadth ſcapes in the imminent deadly. 
Nei anch 77 | 
Of being taken by the inſolent foe; 

And ſold to ſlavery. Þ 


This 
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This laſt was a circumftance- which the baſha 
had by letter groſly miſrepreſented; for r loved 
Tragabigzunda very much, he thought that giving 
her a good opinion of his valour, would intereſt 
her ſtill mere ſtrongly in his favour; for that rea- 
ſon he had informed her, that this priſoner was a 
great lord of Bohemia, whom he had fought with, 
hand to hand, and conquered. But by captain 
Smith's own account, ſhe diſcovered it to be a 
falſehood. Finding, after ſome time, that her mo- 
ther was inclined to ſell him, ſhe ſent him into 
Tartary to her brother the baſha' of Nalbritz, 
whom ſhe ſtrictly charged to uſe him well, and to 
cauſe him to be inſtructed in the language and re- 
ligion of Turkey; for it was her real intention to 
find ſome means of freeing herſelf from the houſe 
of Baſha Bogal, and ſharing the fortune of this 
chriſtian ſlave; a deſign which ſhe imagined could 


not reaſonably be ſuſpected, When he was removed 


But alas! ſhe little ſuſpected to what diffteulties 

ſhe ſubjected poor Smith by this journey; for her 
brother, far from paying that deferenee to her dis 
rections which ſhe expected, cauſed him to be 
cloathed in a coarſe bearſkin coat, the hair of which 
was turned inward ; his head and beard to he cloſe 
ſhaved, and an iron ring put round his neck. In 
this garb he was ſent to toil among many other 
chriſtian ſlaves; and his uſage was worſe than any 
of the reſt, becauſe he was the youngeſt of the 
whole ſet: the treatment which he met with be⸗ 
came each day worſe than the other; ſo that he 
grew quite weary of his life, and reſolved to uſe 
the firſt opportunity that could in the ſlighteſt man- 
ner ſeem to favour his eſcape. The Tartar ap- 
peared to delight in heaping inſults particularly ups 
on him, which he, for a long time, bore without 

murmuring; but being provoked, beyond _— 
| | 1 ity 
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ſibility of ſufferance, one day, that he was threſþ. 
ing in a barn about a mile from his maſter; 
houſe, he ſnatched up the ſtick wherewith he 
worked, and returned the blows given him by the 
inhuman baſha ſo ſucceſsfully, that he laid hin 
breathleſs at his feet, having beaten his head all to 
pieces. Happily for him, there was no body ſtir— 
ring at that time about the” land, ſo that he had 
time to ſtrip the body, which he hid under an heay 
of ſtraw, and dreſſing himſelf in his cloaths, filled 
his knapſack with corn, mounted his horſe, and 
ſtruck at random into the deſart; about which he 
wandered for three or four days beforg, he fell in- 
to the great road: along which he travelled ſixteen 
days, living upon fruit and herbs, which in their 
kind were very bad, and at length arrived at Sco- 
polis, in the Ruſſian dominions, where the gover- 
nor received him in a very. friendly manner ; and 
had his iron collar, which he had not been able 
to remove, taken off to his no ſmall ſatisfaction. 
The common food of the Tartars, according to 
captain Smith, is rice boiled up with ſmall bits of 
mutton, veniſon, or horſefleſh ; this they call pillau ; 
they make bread of coffee-berries, which they call 
coava, and of a ſmall white ſeed called caſcus; 
with the latter they boil up the intrails of horſes, 
deer, &c. and they feed their ſlaves with this 
wretched mixture, ſtirred about with their fiſts, 
for they have neither ſpoons nor ladles. The 
meaner ſort of people drink water; but thoſe of a 
better rank make uſe of mare's milk, or the milk 
of kine; alſo of honey and water, and boiled cot- 
fee. Their common dreſs is a black ſheep-{kin, 
thrown over the ſhoulders, the legs tied round the 
neck and waſte, and another of the ſame ſort co- 
vers the belly, and the legs of it meet behind, 
where they are faſtened. They have other {kins 


fixed to the thighs and legs, by way of 1 


PY 
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On their heads they wear caps of felt, of which 
they alſo make carpets, cloathing, bedding, idols, 
&c. Their wealth conſiſts in black cattle ; and 


they travel with their tents and dwelling-houſes, 


carried upon carts, removing either on account of 
the inclemency of the weather, or the failure of 
paſturage. Both the Crim Tartars, and the Tar- 


tars of Nagi, generally range the deſarts in herds 


of 300 or upwards : each herd has a particular 
governor, whom they call murſe, to whom they 
pay ſtrict obedience ; his habitation is placed in 
the midſt of all the reſt where they encamp, 
which they do in a circular manner ; their carts, 
camels, &c, forming an outward barrier. They 
often make hoſtile excurſions greatly to the detri- 
ment of their neighbours, but the care taken by 
the Muſcovite governors prevents them from doing 


much damage on the ſide of Ruſſia. 


The Crim Tartars inhabit all that ſpace of 
ground that ſkirts Moldavia, Podolia, Lithuania, 
and Ruſſia, Their ſovereign is called the great khan, 
and he wanders about with his court, which is very 
numerous, like the murſes of whom we have juſt 
now taken notice ; his houſe, which can be remo- 
ved at pleaſure, is round like a dove-houſe; it is 
made of wicker, and covered with felt curiouſly 
painted ; the crannies are well ſtopped up with a 
White cement of bones, oil, and camels-hair. He 
is ſerved in plate, his attendants are magnificently 
habited, and his court makes a ſplendid appearance. 
None of his guards are armed, except when he 
goes abroad; he determines cauſes himſelf with 


great expedition and regularity ; and theſe people 


are happily ſtrangers to litigation, and thoſe abuſes 
of lawyers, which are a ſcandal to more civilized 
nations, From their multiplicity of women they 
are very numerous : they are either pagans or ma- 
hometans by profeſſion ; but the latter will drink 

wine 
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wine freely in private; indeed they have but little 
of, that liquor, though in many. parts of Tartary 
there are very fine grapes. : 


* 


When the khan intends to make war, he firſt 
gives notice of his deſign to the grand ſultan of | 
Turkey, whoſe ſuperiority he acknowledges by 
tribute; his ſubjects aſſemble upon the firſt notice 
to attend his expeditions, each man bearing with 
him, millett, and a cake of dried curds; of theſe 
they carry enough to ſerve them for three months, 
Which, as they want, they mix ap with water, 
Scouts are ſent out into the enemy's country, who, 
having ſecured ſome priſoners for intelligence, put 
ſuch other men as fall into their hands to death, 
but never hurt women or children; they ravage 
with ſurpriſing rapidity, and being excellent markſ- 
men, as well as ſtrong reſolute fellows, they gene- 
rally make pretty ſure of their booty; a tithe of 
which is claimed by the khan, who is guarded by 
a ſelect body of 10,000 men; his ſtandard being a 
piece of green taffaty, and a white mare's tail, dii- 
played upon a pike. A white mare is a beaſt of 
great value here, and the milk of it ſacred to the 
royal uſe. The arms of the ſoldiery are breaſt- 
plates, ſwords, ſcimitars, helmets, &c. plundered 
from their enemies, and awkwardly put on, ſo that 
they make but a motley ſort of figure when aſſembled 
together. Tartary borders upon the famous country 
of China, where arts and ſciences are thought to have 
arriyed at perfection many years ſince; it alſo lies 
near the Caſpian ſea, the waters of which are ſaid 
neither to decreaſe nor diminiſh, although it is no 
known by what channel it is emptied; they are in 
i" ſome places ſalt, and in others freſh; it is an ocean 
| | in itſelf, being the reſervoir of the Wolga, and many 
| other large rivers. On the diviſion. of the great 
14 roads that run thro' Tartary, are fixed poſts point- 


ing out tlie courſe to different countries by eee 
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tical figures; for example, a repreſentation of the 


ſun points out the ſituation of China; a black 


man full of white ſpots faces Georgia and Perſia ; 


and the figure of a croſs denotes the way to Rul- 
fate of Smith, and was ftrongly affected with his 
ſtory. When he had refreſhed himſelf there for 
ſome time he went under convoy to Carignaw 


carrying with him recommendatory letters from the 


ernor of Æcopolis, that ſecured him a very 
riendly reception: from Carignaw he continued 
his route to Tranſilvania, being very well received 
on account of his misfortunes, and loaded with 


preſents. The country through which he paſſed, 


was wretchedly poor, being kept fo by the conti- 
nual excurſion of the Tartars; it 4s not at all 

pulous, ſcarce ſix-houſes preſenting themſelves to 
view in two days journey. They are built of 1 

of wood piled - upon each other, and faſtened by 
planks pinned with wooden pegs, for they know 
nothing of nails. The walls of their towns are of 
logs of wood thus difpoſed, and lying in two or 
three rows, one within the other, the intermediate 
ſpaces being filled up with earth and ſtones, fo that 
they are pretty ſtrong, but very ſuſceptible of fire: 
round theſe are ſometimes run deep ditches as an 
additional defence; and on ſome few of their ram- 
parts are mounted pieces of ordnance ; though the 
garriſons - uſe beſides flings, muſkets, bows and 
arrows. In Tranſilvania he made ſome ſtay 
among his acquaintances, who: rejoiced to ſee him 
alive; and from thence he paſſed: through Hunga- 
ry to Leipſic, where he paid his court to prince 
Sigiſmond, and the earl of Meldritch, the laſt of 


whom gave him a paſs and 1 500 golden ducats, to | 


compenſate his former loſſes. 


The governor of Xcopolis pitied extremely the 
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His wants being thus ſupplied, he made the tour 
of Germany, France, and Spain, and at Gibraltar 
becoming acquainted with the captain of a French 
man of war outward-bound for the Barbary coaſt, 
he embarked with him out of curioſity, and viſited 
Morocco. 5 n 
This city lies in a plain, fourteen miles 
from mount Alas, and ſixty from the Atlantick ſea; 
it was once the capital of Barbary, and at preſent 
is in a ruinous condition; but its former magnificence 
may be gueſſed at by a view of the royal palace, 
Which is extremely large, and of a chriſtian church 
with a ſquare flat ſteeple, whereon are fixed three 
golden balls, which, though hollow, are ſaid to 
weigh 700 Ib. They are pure gold; and it is re- 
markable, that tho' they have been often aimed at 
in the ſieges which this city has undergone, no 
ſhot could ever hit them. Theſe balls were ſet up 
by a princeſs of Æthiopia, as a monument of her 
love for the king of Morocco's ſon, to whom ſhe 
was betrothed, but he died before their marriage; 
and ſhe vowed to live all her life a virgin. There 
is a place in the city of Morocco, called the Atlan- 
tica, in which the foreign merchants depoſit all their 
oods ; it is ſurrounded with a high wall and ſtrong- 
ly guarded. One particular ſuburb, is appointed tor 
the reſidence of the Jews; and near it are the 
remains of univerſities, formerly famous for learned 
men, but now turned into dove cotts and ſtables. 
The whole city is little better than an heap of 
magnificent ruins ; tumbling arches, broken pillars, 
defaced porticos, and neglected fountains on every 
{ide preſenting a melancholy proſpect. Nor ſhould we 
neglect to obſerve, that buſhes, weeds, and dung- 
hills, cover a {pot of ground, which was once one 
of the moſt beautiful gardens in the world, für- 
niſhed with every thing that could enhance plea- 


fure, or do honour to the labours of art. TW 
| ; | (- 


% 


Carr. JOHN SMI IT H. 217 


deſolation was occaſioned by civil wars carried on 


by ſeveral claimants to the crown of Morocco; 
among whom Muly Sidan triumphed :- he reigned 
at the time that captain Smith arrived in this coun- 
try; and to make way for him, the empreſs, who 
loved him, poiſoned her huſband Muly Hamet, to- 
gether with her ſon and her daughter. Muly Ha- 
met was a tawny moor, as moſt of the natives are, 
friendly, liberal, oſtentatious, and well-beloved by 
his ſubjects 3 his thr one Was 'a rich carpet, - where- 


on he fate croſs-legged, and he was a ſtrict obſer- 


ver of the rules of Mahomet : his equipage was ex- 
tremely ſuperb, and his attendants numerous; he 


| never made a little excurſion without being con- 


ducted by 20,000 horſe; and 5000 men daily 
mounted guard at his palace ; yet he was tributary 
to the grand fignior. Muly Hamet had a taſte for 
the ſciences, and ſeveral ingenious Engliſh artiſts, 
experienced his liberality, and flouriſhed under his 
encouragement ; their common allowance being ten 
ſhillings per day, beſides linen and woollen for 
cloathing according to their own fancy, good lodg- 
ing, well furniſhed tables, and free import and 
export of goods, Among theſe was a very able 
watchmaker, of the name of Henry Archer, who 
was in ſuch high favour at court, that Muly Hamet 
ſent 300 of his own guards to take him forcibly 
out of priſon, into which he was caſt by the prieſts 
lor having ſtruck one of their brethren, who rude- 
ly ſhoyed him into the dirt; yet this chaſtiſement 
coming from another hand, would have been pu- 


' liſhed as treafon ; and had not the royal authority 


0 favourably interpoſed, Mr. Archer's tongue had 
been cut out, and his offending hand chopped off. 


The ſaid Mr. Archer brought up a lion from a 


cub, which went as tamely about his garden as a 
ſoung puppy; and this lion being brought into 
Vox. * | L | Europe, 
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Europe, was preſented to king James I. and put 
up in the Tower, where a ſervant of Mr. Archers 
chancing to come ſome years afterwards, was preſent. 
lyknown by it, and this man, to the terror and amaze- 
ment of every body preſent, ventured into the cage, 
where-it fawned upon, licked and leaped about him, 
with innumerable marks of joy; when he departed, 
it manifeſtedd its grief by roaring and tearing the very 
floor; nor could it be prevailed upon to take any 
food, in four days after. It is an old remark, that 
no beaſt has more clemency or generoſity about it 
than a lion; and a young puppy being put into a 
den with ſeveral of them that belonged to the em- 
peror of Morocco, by licking, cured a ſore upon 
the neck of one of them; which, in return, defend- 
ed it from the fury of all the reſt, and would let 
none of them touch a bit of their meſs, till this 
uſelul companion was ſatisfiec. | 
Fez is a large kingdom adjoining to Morocco; 
and both together are the moſt populous and fruit- 
ful {ſpots in all Barbary, The city of Fez is hap- 
pily ſituated, whether we conſider it with reſpe&t | 
to the ſalubrity of the air, or the fertility of the 
circumambient ſoil. It is very large and well inha- 
bited, being divided into two parts, and is faid to 
contain 200 ſchools, 200 inns, 400 water-mills, 


600 water-conduits, and 700 places of public wor- | 
ſhip; 50 of which are temples of the moſt ſuperb ; 
workmanſhip ; the principal of which is ſupported | 
by 2500 marble pillars, and in it hangs a chande- ; 
lier ſaid to contain 110 lamps; they are made of 0 
the bells brought from Spain by the Moors. There 1 
are twelve gates to the exchange, which is divided 4 
into fifteen walks, covered with awnings to defend the f 
merchants and their wares from the inclemency of f. 


the ſky; and upon the whole, Fez is a fine town, 
the citizens of which enjoy many great i” | 
% : F 10] 
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An elegant and accurate hiſtory of the Larbs or 
Mountaineers, of Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, Agy Pt, 


and other nations, either included in Barbary, or 


bordering upon it, has been penned by John Dea- 
bo. The Portugueſe, by coaſting. along the weſtern 
ſhore of Africa, in ſearch of a paſſage to the Eaſt- 
Indies, have diſcovered, and brought under the 


yoke of their government, many rich and populous 


nations, which,” ſays captain Smith, not being 


« very well known, I ſhall give a ſhort account of 


e them, extracted from Edward Lopez, a noble na- 


« tive of Portugal; who, arriving in Congo, anno 
« 1578; found the king much harraſſed by his 
enemies, to ſuppreſs whom, he introduced a 
« ſtrong body of his own countrymen, who brought 
in with them Chriſtianity ; in planting which, 
and ſecuring the kingdom to the Portugueſe in- 
« tereſt, he ſpent all his life... i 

The kingdom of Congo is about 600 miles acroſs: 
in the center of it, upon a high mountain, well 


watered, and extremely fruitful in every thing ne- 


ceſſary. for the uſe of man, ſtands the capital city, 
commanding a fine proſpect of the adjacent coun- 
try; it is faid to contain above 100, ooo inhabitants, 
and the Portugueſe call it St. Salvadore. Though 
the blac k natives outnumber them by far, yet have 
the Portugueſe, by their ſubtility and arts, made 
themſelves abſolute ſovereigns of the country. Con- 
go is divided into five provinces, viz. Bamba, Sun- 
di, Pango, Batta, and Pembo. Of theſe Bamba 
is the chief, and ſaid to be able at any time to muſ- 
ter 400, ooo men capable of bearing arms. | 
theſe -provinces abound with elephants, a beaſt 
of prodigious ſize, ſaid formerly to be ſo unwieldy, 
that they could neither kneel nor lie down; but, 
from more modern obſervation, it appears, that 
they have joints like other beaſts, are, furpriſingly 
. L 2 nim; 
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nimble, and ſo very ſtrong, that they often root up 


very large trees, when they find a difficulty in 
tearing off the branches,” or that a ſufficient quan- 
tity; of nuts don't fall from their ſhaking the cocoas, 
Their principal food is cocoa, long graſs, ſedges, 
and berries which they take up with their trunks, 
and put into their mouths, which are furniſhed 
with ſmall teeth. Here are ſome rich mines which 
the inhabitants will not Jet ſuffer the Portu gueſe 
to dig. | 

Near to Congo lies the rich inf populous king- 
dom of Angola, wherein is plenty of all kinds of 
food; and mines of copper, ſilver, and other me- 
tals abound ; dogs-fleſh is here counted moſt de- 
AJicious eating; the cloathing of the people is very 
light and ſcanty, and their arms are bows, arrows, 
and clubs; it is computed, that the Portugueſe 
purchaſe from them yearly 5000 ſlaves, who are 
generally ſtrong and well made. The people of 
the neighbouring kingdoms of Azichi, are very va- 
liant, faithful, ſimple, and reſerved ; they ſkip 
among the rocks as nimble as goats, and are excel- 
lent archers, ſhooting out of a ſmall bow covered 
with a ſerpent's ſkin, and the ſtrings made of pliable 
tough twigs. | Inſtead of ſwords, they uſe ſhort 
axes, either of copper or of |. braſs ; the current 
money here is lamach, a certain marine ſhell of a 
fine azure colour, which they purchaſe from the 
inhabitants of Congo and Nubea, for elephants 
teeth; and for flaves, they exchange ſilk, linen, 


glaſs- beads, &c. with · the Portugueſe. They in- 


dent their faces with large gaſhes when young, and 
are circumciſed. There is no nation in the world, 


except this, where the people are ſo mad as to kill 


their ſlaves and friends to eat their fleſh ; in many 
others, indeed, the inhabitants are known to feed 


Upon the captives taken! in war; but here the _ 
1 es 
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pies are always ſupplied with human fleſh, whe- 
ther in time of war or peace: they are idolaters, and 
worſhip the devil in many different ſhapes, tho 
they always paint him white, There are many other 
great kingdoms upon this continent, beſides the 
few we have mentioned, as Mozambic, Monopota- 


pa, Melindus, Preſter John's country, &c. the 


climate, ſoil, religions, cuſtoms and manners of 


all which vary. Here are lakes as wide and large 


as ſeas; mountains ſcorched with intolerable heat, 
and others covered with eternal ſnow ; they 


abound with many ſorts of fiſh, birds, beaſts and 


monſters ; ſome of thoſe ſtupendous hills teem 


with gold and ſilver ; others with iron, cryſtal,” 
8 + i n 11741 


e 
&c. 8 ö 


But let us quit theſe inhoſpitable regions, and 


look after captain Smith, who quite tired of re- 
maining among ſuch barbarians, had ſome thoughts 
of returning home to England by the way of | Saf- 
fee; and for that end was about to bargain with 
captain Merham, who commanded a French man 
of war for his paſſage. Being one evening on 
board this thip, making merry, a ſtbrm aroſe, 
which forced them from their anchors, and drove 
them out to ſea, in ſpite of all the endeavours of 
the moſt experienced ſailors on board. Being now 
off Teneriff; which is one of the Canary-iflands, 
they took a ſmall Spaniſh prize loaden with wine; 
and two or three other frigates of littſe or no va- 
lue; the paſſengers on board one of which inform- 
ed them of five Dutch ſhips lying in that road. 
Shortly after this intelligence, they deſcried two 
fail; upon which Merham quickly bore down, 
while they backed their topſails, and waited for 
him; and when he haled them, anſwer. was given, 
that they were two diſtreſſed Biſcayners, It Was 
now that Merham ſaw plainly they were two Spa- 
mi men of war; and before he could remedy his 
| L 3 . miſtake 
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miſtake to any. purpoſe, each of them poured into 
him a broadſide, which he chearfully returned, 


from twelve at noon till ſix at night: this unequal 
combat was gallantly ſuſtained by the Frenchman, 
who in that time was three or four times boarded 
by the enemy; but, he ſtill quickly cleared his 
deck, and the enemy loſt many men. Though he 
brought his ordnance to bear ſo well upon the lar- 
ger of the two aſſailants, that ſhe proved very 


keaky ; yet, they both kept cloſe to him all night, 


and renewed the fight with the return of day; 
calling out to him to ſtrike ; but he reſolving ne- 


ver to ſubmit, was again boarded by a ſtout body 
of the enemy, ſome of whom climbed the yards to 
unſling the main-fail, but they ſoon were brought 


_ tumbling down, by the maſter and ſome others 


ding 


who took aim from the roundhouſe. At length, 
7 5 


nding he. hag: no more fpeedy way to clear bis 
eck, fairly blew up that part of it, on which they 


ſtood, with ſome of his gratings; though he after- 


* 


wards found it difficult to quench the flames that 


2 


enſued from the exploſion. Which effort, the Spa- 


niards ſeeing compleated, they hung out a flag of 


truce, requiring a parley; but this, Merham was- 


reſolved by no means to liſten to, and only replied 


by repeated broadſides. The Spaniards now 
wearied by ſo unprofitable an attack, and ſuch 
a. noble reſiſtance, made off, under cover of the 


night, with the loſs of an hundred men on board 


one ſhip; and that ſo much difabled and fo very leały, 
it was feared ſhe would ſcarcely be ever able to 
reach her port ; nor was the other, which was the 
ſmaller veſſel of the two, in a much better condi- 
tion. This information they received from a 
wounded Spaniard, who had been left on Mer. 


ham's deck the laſt time the Spaniards had grapled 
with and boarded him. Though the Frenchman 
was a good deal ſhattered in this engagement, — 
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che was ſoon ſet to rights; and having touched at 
Santa Cruz, and Magadore, at length put into Saf- 
fee, where he landed captain Smith; to whoſe in- 
trepidity, prudence, and conduct he in a great 
meaſure owed his ſafety, - 24 30006 1 


Cat. Smith /ails for England; embarks. for Virginia; 
his vaſt jerwices in that infant colony is taken priſenen 
by the Indians; their tricks of conjuration and arts 
magie; in danger of his life ; but ſaved by the king's 
daughter; is ſet at liberty; not excuſable in his ſub 
ſequent condutt ; imprudence of the planters very int 
jurious to the common good; their errors retrieved 

by his conduct. 1 85 2 e *. nit 


"©" & 380. 


'FFER ſome ſhort delay at Saffee, captain 
Smith embarked for England; where: he had 
not been long, before he jeined the; honourable: 
Mr. Piercy, brother to the earl of Northumberland, 
the captains, Kendal, Martin, Goſwel, Ratcliff, 
Mr. Wingfield, and feveral other remarkable peo - 
ple, on a voyage to Virginia, where they propoſed 
to ſettle a colony, carrying with them every thing 

neceſſary to that end, and a number of ingenions 
workmen belonging to different trades. They 
landed at a place called Paſpiha, where they were 
met by the king of Rapahanna, attended by a great 
train of his ſubjects; he walked in a very ſtately 
manner, playing on a reed; he had many bracelets: 
and chains of pearls hanging round him. His hody 
vas painted ef a crimſon colour, and his face 
uure; a demi- copper cap covered the right fide of 
his ſkull, whereto the hair was cut quite cloſe; on 
the left, his hair hung down to a great length, 
and was tied in a knot, being crowned with a co- 
r0net, formed like a roſe out of a red deer's ſkin. 

1 | He . 
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He received them with great civility, invited them 
to his palace, which ſtood upon a pleaſant hill, the 
way leading to it affording many inchanting pro. 
pects, and he entertained them handſomely, 

They next pitched upon a ſpot, in the country of 
Paſpiha, eight miles from Cape Comfort, and be- 
gan to build; here captain Smith was confined for 
a while, through the malice of ſome enemies, 
which the ſuperiority of his talents had raiſed; 
dut they not being able to prove their allegations 
againſt him, he was acquitted with honour, and 
took his ſeat at the council-board, of which, in 
England, he had been conſtituted a member, 
They now proceeded to erect a triangular fort, to 
which they gave the name of the king of Great: 
Britain; but it was a work, that neither the mo- 
narch of the place, nor his people, could at any 
rate approve of; the latter changing their kind- 
neſs and familiarity into caution and curioſity; 
and the former, who, contrary to cuſtom, ap- 
peared now always armed, endeavouring to per- 
ſuade them to lay aſide their guns and ſwords, as 
hindering- their buſinefs ; theſe were all indications 
of ſome deſign being on foot againſt them, and 
made them keep npor their guard more than ever. 
When the fort was finiſhed, Mr. Wingfield, who 
was preſident of the council, ſent a party of men 
up the'river, who found it-navigable for 160 miles, 
_ watering a moſt delicious country; and here, 
landing, they proclaimed king James ſovereign of 
it and called the river alſo after him; it lies in 
37-deg. N. lat. and falls into Cheſapeak bay. 

The colony would now certainly have ſucceeded 
very well, had not the preſident, through his ſelt- 
iſhneſs and want of conduct, behaved ſo very il}, 
that the council unanimouſly depoſed him, he hav- 
ing abſolutely ſtarved the planters, refuſing them 
their proper quantity of proviſions, though * 
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was no neceſſity: of ſtinting the allowance; and, 
undoubtedly, nothing can be ſo hurtful to a go- 
vernment, eſpecially, to one, as yet but in its in- 
fancy, as inteſtine diviſions. Captain Ratcliff, who 
was an honeſt well-meaning man, was ſet up in his 
oom, to whom captain Smith was particularly 
ſerviceable, and it was by his advice, that James- 
town was built cloſe to the fort; Smith himfelf, 
working as hard as a common labourer, in order 
to encourage the people to proceed. He next pro- 
poſed to ſet on foot a commercial intercourſe with 
the natives, going down the river on that errand, 
as far as Recoughtan; but they derided him and 
his followers, telling them, that if they gave them 
their cloaths and arms, they would, perhaps, think 
of giving them ſome victuals. Theſe taunts pro- 
ceeded from their having heard of Mr, Wingfield's 
ill conduct in the colony, and of the ſcarcity which 
had reigned there; but Smith returned them with 
a volley of ſmall-arms, which put the ſavages 0 
flight; he then proceeded to ranſack the town, 
but the inhabitants returned armed with bows, 
arrows, - & c. being preceded by their Okee, or 
chief idol, in great ſtate; and ſetting up the War- 
cry, they attacked the Engliſh in a confuſed but 
undaunted manner. Captain Smith, who was up- 
on his guard, received them with great intrepi- 
dity, and with his firſt fire brought down their 
guardian deity, an accident which intimidated them 
lo very much, that they turned their backs, and 
fled with precipitation. The next day they ſent 


to ſue for peace, and to beg the reſtoration of 
their idol, which had been ſeized upon ag good 
booty, This requeſt was granted, in copſideration 


of their giviag, by way of ranſom for it, a boat 


laden with corn, and A, conſiderable quantity of - 


deer and wild fowl,  - vole”, 
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With theſe acquiſitions, our ' adventurer return- 
ed to James-town, where he found all things in 
confuſion, and underſtood: the greateſt part of the 
planters were already on board ſhip, with a view of 
quitting it; however, he brought them aſhore by fir- 
ing amongſt them; and in this diſpute captain 
Kendal loſt his life. Another ſcheme of the ſame 
nature was ſoon after contrived by captain Archer, 
and the weak deſponding preſident, but it was de- 
feated by the prudence of Smith. The corn which 
they had ſown now brought in a plentiful crop, 
and vaſt variety of geeſe, ducks, and wild fow|, 
appearing with the ſetting in of winter, pave a 
better turn to affairs, and contributed to abate the 
fpirit of mutiny, which had reigned among them 
ſo very long. Having the intereſt of his king and 
country very much at heart, he went up the river 
to proſecute further diſcoveries; and when he had 
gone as far as his barge could float, he took to his 
boat, with two Engliſh, and two Indian ſervants, 
charging thoſe, whom he left behind 'him, not to 
go aſhore, upon any account, till his return ; but 
they broke his orders as ſoon as he was out of 
ſight ; and landing, one of them fell into an am- 
buſcade of the favages,” to whom he diſcovered the 
_ courſe taken by the captain, and his force; his 
life being ſpared for his information. "Two hun- 
dred men were now ordered to purſue our gallant 
adventurer, with whom they ſoon came up; be 
ſuſtained their aſſault with his uſual intrepidity, 
firing upon, and killing ſeveral of them; but 
still retreating backwards as he fonght, he fell 
up to the middle in mire, from whence be 
could not readily diſengage himſelf, nor did the 
ſavages dare to come near him, being ſurprized at | 
his extraordinary valour, but ſtood gazing on him | 
at a diſtance, till being almoſt periſhed with cold, = | 
threw away his arms, and ſurrendered. — | 
= 


7 
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prifoner, on condition that his Hife fhould be 
„„I ol Rn. to: abt 1 ape 

His four followers were killed in this action, 
and one of the Indians whom he had: tied to his, 
arm by way of ſhield, was all covered with arrows. 
When he was taken, he was brought before the 
king of Pamanuc, whom he ſoon taught to revere 
him, as a very extraordinary man, giving him a fort 
of lecture upon the uſe of a pocket compaſs, which 
he had about him ; the motion of the needle, as 
well as the tranſparency of the glaſs, affording thoſe 
poor creatures much room for aſtoniſnment. When 


they had chafed and recovered him before a great 


fire kindled for that purpoſe, near the place, where 
he was ſeized, he was carried in great triumph to 
the capital city, and there he was plentifully ſup- 
plied with veniſon boiled and roafted ; from whence,” 
and ſome odd dances made round him, he conclud- _ 
ed they reſerved him for their bellies. Among 

other ſtrange ceremonies which he ſaw them prac: 
tiſe, they uſed the following ridiculous! method of 

conjuration, in order to find out, whether Smith 

had intended to injure them; and they, Tuckily-- 
tor him, determined in the negative, © 
iced upon a mat before a great 


fire, a very tall fellow came ſkipping and dancing 


Z 
* 


into the room, with his face blackened with char- 


o 


coal, and a great part of it ſhaded by a ſtring of 


ake's and weaſle's ſkins tied together, and flow= . 
ing from the top of his head over his ſhonlders; - 
he was crowned with a tuft of feathers, and in his 


hand he carried a rattle. Having muttered” a fort 
of prayer, with a moſt hideous accent, and ſtews; . 
ed at the ſame time ſome meal circularly round the. 


fire, fix other figures, as anticly e 7 


their appearance by three at a time, and Havit 
performed diſtorted geſticulations, they ſeated thenls 
elves on a mat, facing the captain, three on each ſide; 
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and the arch-conjurer, who came in firſt, being in the 
middle. They then ſung a moſt diſſonant ſong, which 
captain Smith looked upon as his funeral ſervice, 
and then the principal actor in this queer ſcene, laid 
down five ears of corn; that being done, he made 
a long ſpeech, in which he. ſtrained himſelf very 
violently ; when it was ended, his companions 
groancd. very heavily, and then he laid down three 
grains; thus did he proceed, laying down five and 
three grains of corn alternately, till he had quite 
ſurrounded the fire with them; between each par- 
cel placing a ſtick, and every time repeating the 
aforeſaid groans and prayers. How they pretend 
to draw/ their inference from this ceremony, the 
captain has. not thought fit to declare; he only 
ſays, he was acquitted of having harboured any ill 
deſigns againſt them. 5 1 1 


6 , 


He was ſoon after carried to Pouhaton, wha had 
expreſſed a great deſire to ſee him. He found that 
monarch. ſeated near the fire, in a chair ſomething 
lke a bed-ſtead;;. it; was covered with ſkins, and 
on each fide of it ſtood a young girl about eighteen 
years of age. On one. fide of the room was 
ranged a row of men, on the other, one of wo- 
men, who all ſet up a loud ſhout when he entered 
the door; and an attendant having preſented him 
water to waſh, and a towel of feathers, ſet {ome 
good meat before him, of which he ate very hear- 
tily :- but the ſecond courſe had like to have proved 
a very diſagreeable one. It was two broad flat ſtones, 
to which he was forceably dragged, and ſeveral maſſy 
. Ihe Already raiſed to daſh his brains out, when 

the execution was delayed at the command of the 
kings favourite, daughter, who having taken a 
great liking to him, -. pleaded ſome time to no pur- 
poſe in his favour. . When farting up, ſhe ran to 
Kim, and taking his head in her lap, declared, 
that if they killed him they ſhoyld allo put 585 . 
py | | + eath; 
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death; whereupon the king ordered that his life 
mould be ſpared ; and that he ſhould make trink- 
ets for the uſe of her to whom he owed it: whe- 
ther or no he fulfilled this mechanical injunction, 
we ſhall not take upon us to determine; but he was 
certainly too gallant a man, not to make her pro- 
per acknowledgments. . «501 bas eee 
In a ſhort time after, king Pouhaton gave him 
his liberty, and ſent him under convoy to James- 
town; nor can he be excuſed for ſending back his 
eſcorte with deriſion, and without a-grinding-ſtone; 
and two guns which he had promiſed, as an equiva- 
lent for his freedom. He advanced, indeed, that it 


had been impolitic to have furniſhed the ſavages 


with arms ; but ſurely he might have remembered, 


that they had no artiſts, who could make others 
trom theſe models, nor could they get any gun- 


powder, though they had ſown in the ground a 
large quantity, which they had chanced to ſeize, 
and which they thought would produce à crop 


ke any other grain. He here arrived in a hap- 


py time from his captivity, to prevent the ruin 
of the colony; and to renew a traffic with the 
natives, which the poor ſpirited preſident had 
grolly neglected; yet when he found it carried on 
by captain Smith and his party, he applied him- 
ſelf to it alſo; and with a view of engroſſing it, 
gave four times more for commodities than Smith 
had agreed for; thus was the general intereſt ſa- 
crificed to the gratification of private pique, 
founded only in enmity of ſuperior merit, 


And this imprudence was rather encouraged than 


corre&ted by the arrival of captain Newport, with 
a reinforcement from England; for his men being 
eager to make purchaſes, raiſed things ſo much, 
that a pound of copper was now required for what 
had before coſt but an ounce. Nay, it was plain, 
that Poubatoh was cunning enough to make his ad- 

vantage 
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vantage of this humour; for, he invited captain 
Newport and captain Smith, with many of their 

people, to his capital city, where he feaſted them 
very plentifully; and then told Newport, whom he 
imagined a great priace, That he expected to 
„ ſee all his goods at once, and chuſe what he 
liked; and not to be hagled with like a pedlar, 
agb would give full value for what he choſe 
* upon the ſpot.“ Let he rated his commodities 
ſo very high, that it is very likely they had ſepa- 
rated without making any bargain, if his eye had 
not been attracted by a parcel of blue beads, which 
he was determined ſhould not ſlip through his fin- 
gers; giving for _ At an ear ol 1 a duſhels 
of corn the pound. 0 

Captain Newport, on « H return to mes town, 
very impoliticly, ſent to Powhaton'a preſent of 
ſwords, in return for a parcel of fowl,” After that 
gentleman's departure for England, Powhaton ſent 
another preſent to captain Smith, for: which he 
expected another cargo of ſwords. But being diſ- 
appointed in this hope, be became much incenfed, 
and laid ambuſcades for the workmen of the colo- 
ny, ſeveral of whom. he made priſoners; and com- 
mitted many other infults, which the tame preſi - 
dent and his council let paſs with impunity. But 
Smith bad too much ſpirit to allow them to proceed 
without chaſtiſement; wherefore going out of the 
town, one day, with a ſtrong party of his on 
friends, So drubbed all fuch 'of the ſavages as fell 
in his way, till he made their bones fore ; and fome 
of them whom he had made priſoners, Freely con- 
feſſed, that Powhaton wanted arms only to cut 
their throats. In conſequence of this proceeding, 
a numerous army of the natives appearing before 
the town; threatened" to burn and deſtroy it, unleſs. 
their brethren were reſtored to their liberty ; but 


captain Smith making a ſudden ſally upon 3 
A | | . wit 
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with his own followers,” put them to the rout, aud 
ſo effectually cooled their courage, that POhaton 
ſent his beloved daughter,” who had ſaved Smith's 
life, with proffers of friend ſhip, and intreaties for 
the deliverance of hi ſubjects: it is not to be fup- 
poſed that captain Smith could refuſe anꝝ favour 
ſne could aſſe; ſo that ſhe returned to her father 
crowned witk ſuccefs, and charmed with the very 
civil treatment ſhe found among the Engliſn. 

- Smith, ſhortly after, made another expedition 
up the country; in which, nothing occurred worth 
relating, except that he was ſtung by the tai of a. 
fiſh reſembling a thornback, and his hand ſwelled 
conſiderably; but the venom: was Joon carried off. 
On his return, the majority of the council once 
more diſplaced their prefident; and named him 
to that important poſt, who making Mr. Scrivener, 
an active intelligent man, his deputy, went again 
upon diſcoveries; labouring as hard as man could 

do, to ſettle the intereſt of His countrymen in this 
place, upon às ſtrong a foundation as poſſible: '- | 

Ini the year 1608. captaln Newport returned to 
Virginia, with freſh ſupplies for the uſe of the co- 
lony, and ſeveral preſents for Powhaton, among 
which was a magnificent coronation ſuit, and a fine 

gilt crown. It was agreed by the council, to in- 
rite him to acgept of them in James- town, and to 
treat him, at the "fame time, in the moſt ſuperb 
manner, the place, circumſtance, and things would 
admit of. The preſident, and four of his people, 
were pitched upon to make the invitation, and ſet 
out for his palace to that end; but When they ar- 
rived there, they were informed, that Powhaton 
was gone thirty miles further up the country, but 
that he would be back the enfuing day. The pre- 
ſident and his companions were-now repoſing them: 
ſelves upon mats, ſpread before a fire, which had 
been kindled for them on purpoſe, when they _ 
255 ud- 
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ſuddenly ſurrounded by a great number ofa women 
and children, who ifſued from a neighbouring wood; 
whence, at the ſame time, their ears were alarmed 
with loud ſhouts. and ſcreams, in ſome meaſure 
_ reſembling the war- whoop. This unexpected ac- 
cident, made them betake themſelves to their arms, 
for they thought of nothing but that Powhaton 
had treacherouſly ſurprized them. However, the 
people endeavoured to perſuade them no harm was 
meant: this was verified in the event; for imme- 
diately thirty young women, quite naked, their pri- 
vities only being covered with leaves, ruſhed out 
of the wood, and joining hands, danced round the 
ſtrangers; to the tune of their on voices; after 
which they retired. Their bodies were painted of 
various colours; they were armed with bows, ar- 
rows, clubs, and ſwords; and each of their heads 
was adorned with an huge pair of antlers. 

Having diveſted themſelves of theſe additional 
ornaments, they made a ſecond entry in their uſual 
dreſs, and civilly conducted the Engliſhmen. to their 
quarters, where they had provided or themfiſh; fow!, 
and choice of fruits; and when this repaft was 
ended, they lighted them to their tents with fire- 
brands inſtead of | torches. The day. following, 
Powhaton returned, and they- preferred their invi- 
tation, with which, he would by no means com- 
ply; obſerving, ** That he was a great king, and 
«© ought to be waited on; being, moreover, not 
< ſo ſilly as to truſt: himſelf in their forts.” 

Far from reſenting this refuſal, which in captain 
Smith's opinion-ought to have been done, Newport 
reſolved to pay him the compliment of going up the 
river to him, which he did, being attended by almoſt 
all the planters and ſailors, And the this embaſly 
gratified the ſavage's pride, he was not without 
cJome fear from ſeeing ſo many Engliſh in a body 
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234 THE TRAVELS OF - 
Of the perfidg of the Indians, thei 7 { arrog attempt: 
? 


upon the liberty of captain Smith gallantly defeated ; 


_ their abject ſubmiſſion; evident treachery. Of ſ*me 
© Putchmen 7 the Engliſh /ervice s, Smith 75 in 
danger of being drowned, by an Indian 4ing of 
prodigisus flrength, whom he males priſoner ; he is 
_ Blown up and cured; deſigns to afſaſſmate him ; bis 
friends ſend him off to England; miſerable ſtate 
'of the colony at his departure; farther account of 
King Powhaton's daughter; treachery of the Dutch 

_ baw puniſhed. Some account of the place, 
FT was now plain, that Powhaton, and the 
neighbouring weroances, or petty princes de- 
termined to: ſtarve the new-ſettlers out, as they 
withheld their uſual barter of proviſions, ſo that 
the preſident was actually obliged to lay the coun- 
try round under contribution. In the mean time, 
he reſolved to force Powhaton to a more friendly 
correſpondence; and for that purpoſe, he paid 
him a viſit in his pinnace, with forty-ſix men, hav- 


ing before received a meſſage from him, in which 


he promiſed him a ſhip-load of corn for a grinding 
ſtone, a few beads, and ſome fire-arms ; yet when 
Smith came to an interview with him, it was evi- 


dent, he only trifled, and had ſome villainous de- 


ſign in his head; ſince, inſtead of giving a ſhip- 
load of corn as he had promiſed, he pretended 
that he ſhould be ſtreightened, if he gave only forty 
buſhels; however, he would oblige him with that 
quantity, provided he had as many {words beſtow: 
ed upon him in exchange. To this ſpeech Smith 
reſolutely anſwered, that he was no ſtranger. to his 

| | treacherous 
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treacherous. intentions and diſhoneſt deſigns, for 
which the Engliſh had given him no manner of 
room; and unleſs he abated: of this rigorous and 
unjuſt demands, he aſſured. him, that he ſhould 
adopt ſuch: meaſures as would make him dearly re- 
pent of them. 
This menace intimidated Powhaton confi ths. 
and i in a few minutes after, he Bc ſole away, and got 
haſtily out. of the town; while his perfidy appeared 
in the houſes being beſet by a ſtrong body of ſavages, - 
who counted upon their: own ſtrength to be able 
to deſtroy the few- Engliſh, But they found them 
ſelves much miſtaken, for Smith py his people, 
armed with ſwords and piſtols, making an im- 
petuous ſally, put them intirely tothe rout, and they 
retired to their veſſels; Whither an excuſe arrived 
immediately after from Powhaton, abjuring any 
knowledge of the ambuftade, bearing a preſent of 
pearls to the captain, and promiſing, a large quan- 
tity of corny which. he ſent 3 in en. of his ur, 
ton: 
From this plare; Smith fot fail: * es the: 
weroance of which place received him very. eivilly; 
and, under pretence of being willing to traffic 
with him, inrned him to his houſe, whither he 
freely came, with fixteen of his followers well 
armed. For, fearful of more treachery; he kept al- 
ways upon his guard; and the neceſſity of this 
precaution: appeared, in his ſeeing 1 hundred 
armed natives mareh down to the: heuſe in which 
he then was; whereat he was extremely irritated, 
ad upbraiding the weroance for his perfidy, offered 
to fight him in any manner, and with any weapons 
he thought proper: or elſe, to bring a certain 
quantity of copper from his ſhips, to be laid down 
by the ſide of: as: many buſhels of corn, as there 
ray: men jn this ambuſcade, and then to turn out 
his few followers againſt them in an-engagement, b 
an 
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and the conqueror to carry off the booty. But 


both theſe advances were refuſed by the cowardly 
weroance, who ſolemnly affirmed, that no ill was 
intended, and that thoſe men whom he ſaw approach, 
brought him ſome preſents; which he adviſed him 
to go out and receive. ny 

Smith now loſt all patience, and ſeizing the ter- 
rified ſovereign by the throat with one hand, with 
the other he clapped a piſtol to his head, and drag- 
ing him to the door, ſhewed him to his aſtoniſhed 
ſubjects; and told them, that if they did not im- 
mediately drop their arms, he would ' ſhoot him 
through the head. The Indians, ho had a great 
veneration for their ſovereigh; quickly obeyed the 
injunction; and then,” in a* ſhort; but pathetic 
ſpeech, he repreſented to them Heir baſeneſs, in 
% meanly conſpiring againſt the lives of people, 
<© who treated them as friends; and who came 
* among them to traffic, deſiring none of their 
*©. commodities without an adequate return; and 
he concluded, with aſſuring them; that he would 
lade his ſhips with theif dead bodies, unleſs they 
immediately brought down the quantity of corn 
* they had promiſed.“ In anſwer to this menace, 
they all begged pardon: for their treachery in the 
moſt abje& terms of fubmiſſion 5 and their mon- 


arch being releaſed, they brought down all kinds 


of corn and other goods, in ſuch abundance, that 
Smith had reaſon to think their repentance fin- 


cere. He was deceived; for having laid himſelf 


down to ſleep, forty or fifty of the ſtouteſt among 
them obſerving, that his guard had all wandered 
away, one or two excepted, they poured at once 
into the apartment, with a deſign to murder him; 
but being, in the inſtant, — 2 

men, he ſtarted, and catching up his ſword and 


zarget, laid about him to ſuch good purpoſe, that 


ed by one of his 
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he killed ſeveral of them, and the reſt ſecured them- 


ſelves by flight. 1 

Being once e r again, theſe wretches 
begged pardon as uſual, and Smith, diſſembling his 
reſentment, ſupped that night with the king; he 
afterwards grew deadly ſick, which aroſe from his 


being poiſoned ; but he got the better of it ſpeedi- 


ly, thro' the ſtrength of his conſtitution, and the 
{kill of his ſurgeon. Having diſpatched- one of his 
boats a little way before him, the king, full of ti- 
midity, and conſcious of his guilt, had reaſon to 
dread that it would return with a reinforcement ; 
wherefore, he ſent a fine ſtring of pearl, by way 
of preſent, to captain Smith, and offered to load 
his barge with corn, without giving bim the trou- 
ble of landing for it, provided he brought down 
no more- men ; and this was ſpeedily done, on his 
acquieſcing in the requeſt. 

He now ſet fail on his return to the colony; but 
ſtopped by the way at the territories of Powhaton, 
whoſe underhand dealings he determined to have re- 
paid by kidnapping him ; but here he was diſappoint- 
ed, for Powhaton was fled up the country. However, 
it now appeared, that he had been ſpirited up to in- 
jure the Engliſh, by ſome Dutchmen, our conſtant, 
faithful allies; who had been ſpared from the co- 
lony, where they were ſervants, to build him a 
houſe ; they had, moreover, ſupplied him with 
arms. and ammunition, which they had ſtolen in 
the preſident's abſence. The corn, which he 
brought into James-town, amounted to 270 buſhels ; 
and, having received intelligence of the particular 
ſpot, wherein the Dutchmen, juſt now mentioned, 


had hid the plunder they intended for Powhaton, 


he went in ſearch of it, with only a few attendants, 
whom he afterwards dipatched different ways, af- 
ter the principal of theſe traitors, but they fled at 
his approach. 3 
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And now walking home, by himſelf, through x 


wood, he meet with the king of Paſphia, one of 


Powhaton's confederates, than whom it was thought 
that theſe parts did not produce a ſtronger man. 
They knew each other at firſt ſight: Smith attempt. 
ed to draw his ſword, but was prevented by the 
ſavage, who cloſing with, catched him up forci. 
bly in his arms, and fle with him to a contiguous 
river, into which he plunged, being determined to 
drown him; however, in the leap, they were diſ- 
engaged, and now ſucceeded a trial of {kill for the 
ſuperiority, each ſtriving who ſhould keep the other 
under water. In the mean time, two of the Eng- 


liſh chaneing to wander that way, ſaw the conten- 


tion, and plunging in to the refcue of their coun- 
tryman, made his majeſty priſoner, whom they 
carried with them to James- town, where they ſe- 
cured him. He ſome time fter eſcaped by the 
careleſſneſs of his keeper; yet Smith had ſo ingra- 
tiated himſelf with him, that he entered into a 
friendly «treaty with the colony; and continued 
for a good while to furniſn it with proviſions. 

A fleet being now come from England with lord 
Delawar, as governor of Virginia, brought back 
ſome mutineers, who had left tlie place with captain 
Newport, and had repreſented Smith's ſervices in 
fo unfair a light, that he was looked upon by the 


new-comers with an evil eye; and though it was 


evident, to impartiality, that the meaſures which 
he purſued were the moſt ſalutary and adviſeable, 
yet enmity oppoſed them ſo ſtrongly, that his life 
was rendered extremely uneay. 
About this time, as he ſlept in his boat upon 
the river, by ſome unaccountable accident his pow. 


*der-bag took fire; and he was blown overboard 


moſt miſerably burned; running the hazard of {ut- 
fering a double death, one from fire, the other 


from water; for he was ſo hurted that he could 


not 
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not help himſelf. He was taken up by ſome of his 
men, and brought to the town, where a ſurgeon 
dreſſed him. The party againſt him growing every 
day ftronger, he declared it to be his reſolution to 
have the leaders of it, among whom was captain 
Ratcliff, tried for mutiny; to prevent which inten- 
tion, they attempted to way- lay and ſhoot him; but 
this deſign proved abortive. However, to prevent 
the ill conſequences of the anarchy and confuſion, 
which ſeemed to reign among the planters, his 
friends put him on board a ſhip, which conveyed 
him ſafely to England. Shortly after, the Dutch- 
men, who had betrayed the Engliſh intereſt, were 
knocked on the head, on their petitioning Powha- 
ton, to whom they had fled, for leave to return to 
James-town+; promiſing to procure him many com- 
mercial advantages; but he having known them in 
the character of traitors, did not chuſe to truſt 
3 | h erate: SN 

Being ſenſible that no man in the hole colony 
was equal, either for conduct or intrepidity to cap- 
tain Smith, of whoſe departure he had been ac- 
quainted; this ſavage became more open than ever 
in his hoſtilities, and alſo more ſucceſsful; for he 
not only contrived to cut off captain Ratcliff, with 


a conſiderable party, by a well contrived ambuſ- 


cade; but alſo one captain Martin, and Mr. Weſt, 
who was brother to lord Delaware; fo that in fix 
months time, the colony was reduced from 500 to 
60 men, and theſe ina ſtarving condition; for they 


bad neither policy nor courage to carry on ſuch a 


correſpondence with the natives, as was neceſſary 
to procure them proper ſubſiſtancgce. 

Lord Delawar having been ſeparated from the 
other ſhips with which he left England, did not 
reach Virginia till ſometime after Smith had left it, 


The ſhips, which we mentioned above, as having 
brought back ſome of Smith's enemies, being only - 


part 
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part of his fleet; and though the colony revive 
a little under his lordſhip's auſpices, yet the cli. 
mate not agreeing with his conſtitution, he was ſoon 
obliged to return to England. The moſt aQire 
perſon that came after him, was one captain Ar- 
gol; who, under Sir Thomas Dale, performed 
many ſignal ſervices, obliging Powhaton once again 
to aſſiſt the Engliſh as much as in his power, and 
to confeſs their ſuperiority; and alſo contriving to 
get his favourite daughter into his hands by way 
of hoſtage. r 
This lady had no diſlike to the Engliſh ever 
ſince her acquaintance with captain Smith; and 


ſhe choſe, in the end, to remain among them, be- 


coming a chriſtian, and marrying an Engliſh gen- 
tleman, who brought her with him to this king- 
dom, but ſhe died at Graveſend, 

About the year 1619, through the good con- 
duct of captain Argol, and captain Yardly, the 
colony ſeemed to be handſomely ſettled ; a regular 
government was eſtabliſhed, unanimity reign- 
ed among the people; they were upon pretty 
good terms, at leaſt to all appearance, with the na- 
tives; and began to reap ſome advantages from 

trade. Their plantations of ſugar and tobacco 
_ throve well; the iron and ſalt works were managed 
with ſucceſs ; they had fine vineyards and excel- 
lent mulberries; and, being encouraged by lord 
treaſurer Southampton, they began to make wine 
and filk. Their hemp, flax, oranges, lemons, 
woods, and corn, being taken proper care of, re- 
paid the labour of the owners very ſufficiently ; 
and though the inhabitants now and then diſturb- 
ed them, influenced by their innate, treacherous 
diſpoſition, yet no very ill conſequences enſued 
| therefrom ; eſpecially, after the planters had march- 
ed againſt them in a body, and deſtroyed, without 
mercy, all ſuch as fell into their hands ; among 

1 | | v hom 
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whom was a weroance called Opechanianogh, who 


had been a principal abettor of the cruelty and in- 


ſolencies which had provoked this ſevere revenge. 
They undoubtedly deſerved to have been better 
uſed by this weroance, for they had behaved to 
him with great cordiality and friendſhip ; having 
made him many good preſents, and ſent artificers 
into his territories, who built him a houſe, which 
they furniſhed for him in the European taſte and 
ke was ſo charmed with the contrivance of locks 
and keys, that it was his common exerciſe to ſpend 


more than half a day, in locking and unlocking his 


doors, wondering that it could be ſo eaſily effect- 
ed by ſuch a ſmall thing as a key. 

Virginia lies between 36 and 40 deg. N. lat. it 
is bounded by the ocean, and part of Maryland, 
on the eaſt; by the Apalachean mountains oa the 
welt; by Carolina on the ſouth, and by Penſil- 
rania, and ſome part of Maryland on the north. It 
is watered by four rivers, the largeſt of which di- 
des Maryland from it on the welt-fide of the bay of 
Cheſapeak it is called Patawomec, being feven miles 
broad, and navigable 149 miles ; beſides the other 
rivers, are, T opahanoc, navigable 140 miles ; Pow- 
baton, or James- river, navigable 1 50 miles; and Pa- 
manuc or Tork- river, ſo called in honour of the 
duke of York, n Charles I. 

The country near the ſea is flat, but riſing as it 
approaches the Apalachian mountains, which be- 
ng always covered with ſnow, if the wind hap- 

pens to blow from the weſt, it chills the air pro- 
Gigiouſly ; whereas, perhaps, it was extremely 
varm as very little while before; and this ſudden 


7, 5 trom cold to hot, renders the climate un- 
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A Deſcription of Cocnin CHINA; treat- 
ing of the Conſtitution, Laws, Cu- 
ſtoms, and Religion of that remote na- 
tion. Extracted from the Italian of 
the Rev. Father CHRISTOPHER BORRI, 
of the Society of Jꝝsus, who reſided 
there as a miflioner, about the year 

18. 


II. 


Of the fituation and climate cf Cochin China; / the 
_ uſe of the annual inundatians; of the vegetable and 
animal productions of this country; of ſome of its 
m:ft valuable commodit.es; the elephant and rhi- 
 n:ceros; hunting of the latter. 


Och China lies between 11 and 17 of north 
\A latitude. It ſtretches along the ſea coaſt for 
about an hundred leagues, being in ſome places 
twenty miles broad. The oppoſite {ide of it 1 
bounded by a ridge of high mountains, inhabited 
by a ſort of ſavages that acknowledge no fort of 
ſovereignty, and generally confine themſelves to 
their barren rocks, where they are ſafe from in- 
ſult or invaſion. Cochin, in the language of Ja- 
pan, ſignifies Weſt, that being its fituation with re- 


ſpect to China; and hence the Portugueſe have 


given it the name of Cochin China, tho' by the 
inhabitants themſelves it is called Ariam. To the 


north of it lies the kingdom of Tonquin, and the 


Indian ſea forms its boundary on the eaſt and 
ſouth. It is a flat plentiful country, with a whole- 


ſome climate and a regular ſucceſſion of * 


| they have ho diſputes about them; but mutually 


COCHIN CHINA 243 
tho' it be in the ſame latitude with the torrid zone, 
where the ſkies are for nine months in the year 


not once obſcured by a cloud, but the ſun reigns 


with the moſt ſcorching influence ; the heat, du- 
ring that time, being exceſlively intolerable. In- 
deed it is not very moderate in Cochin China, du- 
ring the three ſummer months, which are May, 
June, and July, the ſun being then in the zenith, 
The gentle rains which fall in the autumnal ſeaſon, 
viz. September, October, and November, are a 


conſiderable refreſhment to the air; theſe again 


falling more conſtantly, and ſharpened by the cold 
blaſts from the north in December, January, and 


February, form a properly diftinguiſhed winter. 


In March, April, and May, the trees begin to bloſ- 
ſom ; an univerſal verdure ſpreads the ground, and 
a beautiful landskip preſents itſelf every where to 
VIEW, 
The rains ſeldom come before they have been 
long withed for, not only becauſe they allay the 
preceding heat, but becauſe they produce Jand 


floods from the hills, which, with their inunda- 


tions, pour a ſurprizing fertility over the fields, 
On their firſt appearance there is a fort of Ju- 
bilee obſerved by all ranks of people, from the 
king to the beggar, viſiting, feaſting, and making 
preſents among one another, and often repeating 
the words daden lat, which fignifies, the inunda- 
tion is come, As theſe inundations often happen 
very ſuddenly, thoſe who have ſeen their houſes 
at night ſtand upon dry ground; in the morn- 
ing ſhall find them ſurrounded by water, where- 
by ſuch of their cattle as they have not had pre- 
caution to ſecure, are inevitably drowned, A law 


prevails among them, that bodies of the cattle ſo 


loſt ſhall be the property of the finder, fo that 
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and merrily entertain each other with ſuch car- 
caſſes as they find afloat, | 


It is good ſport at theſe times to ſce the boys 


rowing about the ſtream in little boats, and beat- 
ing the rats off the branches of trees, to which 
they cling in ſwarms to ſave themſelves on the firſt 
falling of the flood. Indeed thoſe that eſcape 
drowning from the hands of the boys generally 
meet it from faintneſs, ariſing from want of ſu— 
ſtenance; and this clearing the country from theſe 
miſchievous vermin is not one of the ſmalleſt ad- 
vantages accruing from the rain. This wiſe and 
generous diſpenſation of the great Creator makes 
every thing ſo very plenty, that the people never 
work for a livelihood, having three crops of rice 
yearly, and theſe may be called almoſt ſpontaneous. 
Fruits of all ſorts are here extremely plentiful, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are natives of the climate of India, 
which is the fame with this. Their oranges are 
much more large and juicy than thoſe of Europe, 
and the rind being very thin, may be eaten with 
the pulp, and yields a pleaſant reliſh. The Ba- 
nana or Indian fig, which grows here in great per- 
tection, is a very fragrant luſcious fruit, melting in 
the mouth; it is about the bigneſs of an Italian 
- citron, with a green rind that as it ripens becomes 
yellow, and may be divided with the finger, as the 
bean from the ſhell, diſcovering the fruit, which, 
in colour, is not much unlike a bergamot pear. 


There are, beſides theſe we have mentioned, a 


more ordinary fort, which being roaſted is ſteeped 
in wine and ſo eaten. There is ſtill a third ſort 
of Indian fig peculiar to Cochin China, and un- 
known either to China or India : the pulp of it 
is white, black ſeeds being therein diſperſed ; and 
theſe eaten together are not only nouriſhing and 
pleaſant, but a good remedy againſt the flux. Thirty 
or forty of the Indian figs grow together in a clu- 


ſer, 
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ſter, on the top of a tree ſomething higher than 
what is called Indian wheat ; and the leaves of it 
are ſo large, that one of them could cover half the 
body of a large man : hence ſome people have 
pretended to aſſert, that with theſe leaves Adam 
cloathed himſelf at the fall. Here alſo particularly 
grows an aromatic fruit, ſomething like a ripe med- 
lar when opened: the colour of the rind reſembles 
2 pomegranate, and the ſubſtance, which is liquid, 
may be eaten with a ſpoon. 

Perhaps the Giaca would not be diſpleaſing to 
an European palate; it is as large as a pompion. 
Of this fruit there are two ſpecies; the pulp of 


one ſort being ſoft, of the other rather ſtiff; the 


rind of it is ſomething like a pine apple, and the 


inſide full of round flat kernels, each of which 


contains a ſtone, wherein there is nothing uſeful. 
The tree that bears it is as high as the cheſnut-tree 
and on. one not very different grows the durion, 
one of the moſt delicious fruits in the world, and 
peculiar to Cochin China, Borneo, Malaca, and 


the neighbouring iſlands. It is large, and has a 


hard rind; the inſide of it is divided into twelve 
apartments, jn each of which there is a ſtone ſur- 
rounded by a delicious glewy fubſtance, in taſte 
ſomething like blanc mange; the ſcent of it, when 
firſt opened, is rather offenſive; but this is ſuffi- 
ciently compenſated for in fragrance and delicacy 
of its taſte. Tobacco, beetle, and areca, are alſo 
natives of this climate, and being very much uſed 
produce a very large revenue. | 
Cows, goats, and all forts of ſwine fleſh, be- 
ſides deer of a prodigious fize, are very plenty here, 
as is fiſh of the moſt delicious flavour; in ſearch 
of which vaſt numbers of boats may be daily ſeen 
upon the coaſt. They ſalt it up and then diſſolve 
tin water, whence is produced a ſharp liquor 
much valued in ſauces, which it much contributes 
M 3 to 
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=o DESCRIPTION OF 
to enrich ; and of this almoſt every bedy takes 


more care to be furniſhed than Europeans do of 


wine; it is called balachium, and with rice eſteemed 


very excellent. But nothing in all this country js 


_ eſteemed at ſo high a rate as the neſt of a very 
{mall bird built among the rocks, juſt over the ſea, 
and compoſed of the ſea ſurf, and a certain excremen- 
titiousjuice which the bird throws out of his ſtomach. 
This, drying in the ſun becomes of a pale yellow 
colour, and infuſed in ſauce is deemed equal to 2 
mixture of the moſt fragrant ſpices of the eaſt, 
Our author ſays, it is ſuch a delicacy that he could 
compare it to nothing but manna, Of theſe neſts 
Re has ſeen ten baats take within the compaſs of a 
mile, enough to load them all. They are a com- 


modity of which the king only is proprietor, who 


holds them up at a very high price, and ſells many 


of them to the monarch of China, The people of 
this country have an averſion. to white meat, and 


never allow their cattle to be milked, becauſe, ſay 
they, thereby the young are deprived of their ſub- 
ſiſtence. Yet will they eat many things that we 
loath ; for example, our author has ſeen a ſtring 
of cameleons roaſted alive ; and when they were 


well criſped, the ſkin was ſcraped off with a knife, | 


and the fleſh, which was very white, being boiled 
up with a ſort of butter, was eaten with vaſt re- 


liſh ; indeed he obſerves, it was what he never 


could have been brought to like. | 
Silk is fo extremely plenty here, that it is the 


cloathing even of the peaſants ; and Borri ſays it 


was a pleaſing ſight to ſee the huſbandman and the 
abourer tolling. at their different employments, in 
cloaths which, in Europe, would have been ac- 
counted grand; and yet they had no fear of ſpoil- 
ing it. This filk is not ſo fine but more ſubſtan- 
tial than that of China; and it is ſent into Japan 


and many other parts. There are vaſt plains _ 
7 ” vere 
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vered with mulberry-trees, on the leaves of which 
the filk-worms ſwarm and wind up their bottoms in 
the open air. The mountains of Cochin China abound 
with variety of wood, the moſt remarkable of which 
are of two ſorts, the one black, yet not like ebony, 
the other red; and theſe are ſo ſmooth when ſtrip- 
ped of their bark, that they need no ſmoothing or 
plaining. They grow to a prodigious height and 
thickneſs, and are ſo ponderous that they fink in 
the water, and ſo durable that one would think 
they were not to be penetrated by the voracious 
teeth of time. The natives call them fin; and 
from conſidering their name and qualities one would 
be apt to think they were of that ſpecies of incor- 
ruptible wood wherewith Solomon built the Temple 


of Jeruſalem, and which, in Scripture, is called 


Ligvum Thyinum. Of theſe two ſorts of timber 
they build their houſes upon ſtrong pillars, on ac- 
count of the inundations ; tho' in hot weather they 
often make for themſelves neat and convenient let- 
ticed apartments of cane, to admit the free cur- 
rent of air. Their houſes are generally hand- 
ſomely ornamented with carving and other curioſi- 
Hes, - | | 
There is not a more valuable commodity in al 

Cochin China, than a kind of timber, ſaid to be the 
moſt fragrant in the world; and our author aſſerts, 
that it may he diſcovered by its delightful ſcent, tho 
buried a yard and a half deep in the earth. When 
young it is called aquila, or eagle wood, and when 
old cambala ; the latter is the more precious and 
valuable, being monopolized entirely by the king. 
On the ſpot where it is found it may be bought for 
five ducats the pound; at the fea-ports where it is 
ſhipped the price of it is ſixteen ; and in the iſland 
of Japan it coſts two hundred ducats per pound. 
The Japoneſe buy it for pillows, to which uſe they 
otherwiſe put a piece of wood. ; 
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The Indian brachmans and bannians make their 
tuneral piles of it; and the conſumption of it by 
theſe means is ſo great, that if the king allows the go- 
v-rnor to load therewith only one ſhip, it is thought 
to be the greateſt advantage he can confer. 

In the mountains of Cochin China there are va- 
luable mines of gold and other metals; and amon 
the beaſts wherewith the woods are filled, the ele- 
phant and rhinoceros being the moſt remarkable, 
we ſhall confine ourſelves to ſpeak only of theſe, 
other ſorts being too common to merit deſcrip- 
tion, The ſize and tractability of the elephant 
are very ſurprizing. The people of Cochin China 
leave the taming of this prodigious beaſt to their 
neighbours the Cambogians, as being themſelves 
itrangers to that art. The elephant of Cochin 
China is twice as large as that of India; its two 
ivory teeth are often of four yards and a half; thoſe 
of the female are not quite ſo long. The print of 

its foot is half a yard in diameter. 

They live to a very old age, and father Borri 
relates that he ſaw one in this country more than 
an hundred years old; he alſo aſſerts, that he has 
not only travelled by land, but alſo croſſed an arm 
of the ſea upon the back of an elephant, with 
eleven or twelve people, fitting in a kind of coach 
made for that purpoſe, and girt under the belly 
with iron chains. Indeed the weight, joined to 
the creature's bulk, fatigues it exceedingly, ſo that 
it often draws in much water with its breath, which 
it ſpouts again to a vaſt height, ſo that at a diſtance 
it might be taken for the caſcade of a whale. This 
method of carriage is very common, and the obe- 
dience which the poor beaſt pays to the nayre or 
driver, who ſits upon its neck, is very great, for 
it kneels at his command to take up paſlengers : 


however, if they ſtop upon ceremony it is obliged 
| | to 
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to riſe to eaſe itſelf; but it will immediately kneel 


again. Its leg and fide ſerve as a ladder to the 
coach, the firit ſtep being the top of its foot; the 
fecond the joint a little above it; the third the bend- 
ing of the knee; the fourth the hip bone, from 
whence the paſſenger mounts to his ſeat by the 


help of a chain hanging down for that purpoſe | 


from the carriage ; the top of which being re- 
moved in battle, ſoldiers from within diſcharge their 
arrows and other miſſile weapons upon the enemy. 
Thoſe who are not accuſtomed to travel upon the 
elephant's back, will be affected with ſickneſs, in 
the ſame manner as if they were at ſea. The trunk 
of the elephant conſiſts of ſeveral ſmall ſinews, 
ſtrongly knit together, and fo very pliable, that 
with them he can take up the leaſt thing that lies 
upon the ground. It is generally proportioned to 
his height. This animal is ſo very ſtrong that he 
can with eaſe throw down houſes, level ſtreets, and 
root up foreſts, Our traveller affirms that he ſaw 
one of them, upon being commanded, launch ten 
galliots into the ſea ; ſuch docility accompanies their 
other powers. They are generally fo attentive to 
the direction of the nayre, that they immediately 
turn to whatever courſe he preſcribes ; and if they 
know any thing of the fituation of the place whi- 
ther he is bound, they go thither by the ſhorteſt way, 
unmindful of the beaten track, fording the rivers 
without regarding where, and tearing up the trees 
that lie in the way, or elſe cutting them down with 
a ſort of ſcythe, that lies to that end upon his back, 
and which he manages with his trunk when there is 
occaſion, The pace of the elephant is very ſolemn, 
and being cautious of wounding his feet, which are 
very tender, ſearches the road with prying eyes, leaſt 
thorns or ſharp ſtones ſhould lie in the way to hurt 
him; and theſe, when found, hecarefully removes. 
Their food is the boughs of trees, from which they 
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firſt ſtrip the bark with great dexterity, 2nd then de- 
vour the wood with much ſeeming reliſh. Father 
Borri having expreſſed ſome pleaſure at ſeeing them 
eat, the nayre called one of them to him, and 
told him that reverend father was deſirous to 
ſee him eat ſuch a bough, as he had fed upon in 
his prefence the preceding day. The elephant, upon 
this intimation, went and brought a bough, which 
he devoured before the father, and then retired, 

having firſt made a low reverence. However, this 
obedience is only paid to the nayre ; and when any 
perſon beſides is going to mount him, he muſt be 
blinded with a muffler, for if he ſaw them he 

would certainly tear the coach and every thing in 
ir to pieces. When he is unruly the nayre ſtand- 
ing over beats him on the middle of the forehead 
with a cudgel, till he makes him tremble ; and he 


is thereby ſoon brought into proper order. This 


animal, at a particular time of the year in which he 
wants to copulate, is io mad that he is not to be 
governed; of this the nayre is informed by ſome 
previous ſigns, when he immediately takes care to 
remove the carriage upon his back, and leaves him 
either with the female or in ſome loneſome place, 
natiil his furious fit is abated. It is admirable to 
obſerve with what ſhame he preſents himſelf before 
the nayre, hanging down his head, and appearing 
as if conſcious that he merited chaſtiſement. 

If a wild and a tame elephant happen to meet, 
a bloody combat enſues, and it generally terminates 
in the defeat of the latter ; which, however, tri- 
umphs over the rhinoceros, altho' armed with a 
natural armour of ſcales that run round its body. 
This beaſt partakes in ſhape both of the ox and 
horſe. Its ſize is equal to that of a ſmall elephant, 
and from the middle of its forehead riſes a {trait 
pyramidal horn, whereby it is enabled to do much 


At 
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At Nuncmon in the province of Pulucambi- 
our author attended the governor to a neigh- 
bouring wood, whither he went with a train of 
about one hundred people to hunt the rhinoceros; 
which, when rouſed, made at its enemies without 
ſeeming intimidated by their number ; but they 
falling off to the right and left, on his approach, 
he ran quite thro' the lane which they formed, 
at the rear of which he found the governor mounted 
on an elephant, which it immediately aſſailed and 
endeavoured to wound with its horn, {till evading 
all the efforts made by the elephant to ſeize it in 
his trunk. At length the governor watching a pro- 
per opportunity, ſtruck an arrow thro' the only 
part of it that can be wounded, ſo forceably 
that it pierced his body. No ſooner was this 
done, than the people ſeized it with vaſt ſhouts of 
applauſe, and ſet it upon a pile of wood which 
was quickly in a flame. The ſcales being burned off, 
as the fleſh roaſted they cut it out in collops, and 
eat it on the ſpot; the heart, brains, and liver, as 
the moſt delicious part of it, were diſhed up for 
the governor, who, from a riſing ground, beheld 
the cookery which was carried on with much mer- 
riment; the hoofs being efficacious in many diſ- 
orders, were preſented to the father, he having re- 
queſted them by the governor. The horn is ſaid 
to be an antidote againſt poiſon, This beaſt is 
ſometimes called the abada. S 
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252 DESCRIPTIONOF 
CHAP. I. 


Of the complexion, nature, and hoſpitable diſpoſit on 
of the inhabitants of Cochin China; of their dreſs, 
religion, and manners; M their ford, beverage, and 
d:flindion of rant; of their phyſictans. aud in what 
manner they preſcribe ; à remarkable ſtory of a phy- 
cian of Cochin China; their meth:d f bl edins; 
their method of curing the ſeorpiin's bite; of thir 
learning and manners; ef rewarding military ne- 
rit ; of the pun'ſhments allotted here to various 
crime,; of the juſtice of the ting; his generoſity ; 
of his land and marine force ; imtr.ſſing men a 
cuſtom in Cochin China ;. provi/ion made for their 
families. ; 


HE inland natives of Cochin China are of 

much the ſame complexion with the Euro- 
peans; thoſe who inhabit the ſea-coaſt are of an 
olive hue like. the Chineſe ; they have flat noſes, 
little eyes, and are but of low ſtature, ſtrong, ac- 
tive, and brave, but not ſo deſperate as the Ja- 
poneſe, who have no. notion of danger. They are 
courteous, affable, and ſo: temperate, that it is here 
a ſtrong reffection upon a man to have been tran- 
ſported with anger. Other eaſtern nations hold the 
Europeans, for the woſt part, in contempt ; on the 
contrary, the people of chin China behave to them 
with the greateſt reſpe& and veneration, never 
thinking they can do enough to oblige them; and 
this diſpoſition facilitates extremely the planting 
of the chriſtian religion. They treat one another 
with the ſame cordiality and freedom as if they 
were but one family; and would think him infa- 
mous who could eat and not invite every perſon 
who looked on to partake ; ſo great is their hoſ- 
pitality; and yet much more. extenſive is their li- 


berality, 
. 
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berality, for it is a law with them never to refuſe an 


alms, for here, by being aſked, it becomes a debt. 


Father Borri mentions ſome ſtrangers, who being 
ſhipwrecked in this country, and learning only the 
word doit, which ſignifies J am hungry; the inha- 
bitants endeavoured who ſhould be firſt. in relieving 
them; and the king having given them a ſhip to 
carry them home, they gathered rice enough to 


load it with from gifts. Indeed they found good 
living ſo plenty here, and induſtry ſo unneceſſary, 


that the captain could not get the crew on board 


by fair means. However, their liberality is coun- 


terbalanced by their coveting and craving every 


thing that they ſee, nor mult they be refuſed in 


their demand, when they fay Shin mocai', give me 
that. In this caſe it is plain that a man can't be. 
oſtentatious of a jewel or any fine thing, unleſs he 
chuſes to run the hazard of loſing it. It happened 
that a Portugueſe merchant not finding his account 
in acquieſcing with this cuſtom, reſolved to take a 
liking to every thing he ſaw, thus to reimburſe 
himſelf of what he had given away: with this 
view he fixed his eyes upon a panier of fine fith, 
which had been juſt brought up by a fiſherman, 
and was all the poor fellow was worth ; yet he 


parted with it without murmuring, on the mer- 


chant's pronouncing /chin mocaii and this natural 


benevolence pleaſed him ſo well, that he made the 


fiſherman ample recompenſe. In their breeding and 
manners the people of Cochin China nearly re- 
ſemble thoſe of China; and great niceties are ob- 
ſerved in precedency and other points of ceremony. 
Thus the upper hand is always given to elder- 
ſhip; nor could they be perſuaded to treat the 
guardian of the mĩſſioners with the ſame deference 
which they paid to one of the brethren, who was 


more advanced in years ; his age being ſufficient 


to entitle him to a ſuperior reſpect. In every houſe 
. | ig 
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in Cochin China there are three ſorts of ſeats ; the 
firſt being a mat ſpread upon the floor, where thoſe 
who are of indifferent quality ſit croſs-legged ; the 
ſecond is a low ſtool covered with matting, for 
people a little more elevated in life; and thoſe of 
the ficſt conſequence, ſuch as noblemen and prieſts, 
repoſe on a couch three quarters of a yard high, 
which 1s the third ſeat. | 

The Chineſe have an utter contempt for all re- 
ligious manners and cuftoms on their own; the 
Cochin Chincſe are, by their Hhatural complacency, 
led into a contrary extreme, for they prefer every 
thing that is foreign; admiring and adopting it, 
and unanimouſly permitting ſtrangers to dreſs after 
the faſhion of their particular countries, and to act 
up to their reſpective laws, whether civil or re- 
ligious. The dreſs of theſe people is as pleaſing 
as it is modeſt; the women wear five or fix petti- 
coats, all. differently coloured, and decreaſing in 
length as they riſe, each half a ſpan or a ſpan ; fo 
that all the colours being ſeen at once cauſe a very 
agreeable variety, and the undermoſt not only in- 
tirely hides the motion of the foot, but alſo trails 
upon the ground, adding much majeſty to the 
figure of the wearer. About their waiſts they 
have checkered doublets; on their heads caps of 
gold and ſilk interwoven, hanging ſo broad over 
their faces as almoſt to ſecure them from being ſeen ; 
theſe they raiſe ſo as to ſhew their features when 
they chuſe to ſalute; and over all is thrown a veil 
of tranſparent filk. The hair both of the wo- 
men and men hangs looſe over their ſhoulders, 
with ſome reaching almoſt down to their heels; and 
it is not uncommon with fuch of them as are con- 
verſant among Chriſtians to obſerve, that this fa- 
ſhion muſt ſurely be beſt, ſince it was adopted by 
the Saviour of mankind when on earth. The bet- 


ter fort of people let their nails grow to a molt 
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enormous length; affirming, that it is ridiculous to 
cut them, nature having certainly intended them 
as ornaments. | 

The men, inſtead of breeches, wear ſeveral 
bands of filk, neatly wound about their thighs 
and hips, and from their ſhoulders to the heels 
deſcend five or ſix light lowing garments, with wide 
flaſhed ſleeves, ſomething like thoſe of a benedic- 
tine monk ; and theſe, being of various colours, 
and waving in the wind, cut a figure far from be- 
ing diſagreeable. They have no ſhoes, but ſome- 
times a bit of leather at the bottom of the foot, 
over which it is faſtened by a ſilk-lace, and, in 
ſome meaſure, it reſembles a ſandal ; they are not 
at all cautious in avoiding dirt in walking, be- 


cauſe, at the threſhold of every door, ſtands a veſſel 


of water, in which they rince their feet, having firſt 
put off their ſandals. The gowns of the doctors and 
learned men of Cochin-China are not ſo gaudy as 
thoſe of the people in general, the whole being co- 


vered with a piece of black damaſk ; on their heads 


they wear a kind of mitre ; they have a ſtole about 
their necks, and a blue ſilk maniple round their 
arm; both men and women wear fans, and their 
mourning colour is white; they all wear fans more 
for ornament than uſe. They never uncover their 
heads when they ſalute, and the miffioners were 
obliged to folicit leave from pope Panl V. to com- 
ply with this cuſtom in the celebration of maſs. 
The fathers wear a long blue cotton caſſock, and 
in general prefer going barefooted to the country 
| findals, which are very uneaſy to new-comers; the 
fole of the foot, by being inured to the ground, 
in time, becomes ſo callous, that it will indure 
the hardeſt pavement ; and our author tells us, 


that after his quitting this country, in which he 


kad not worn ſhoes, he looked upon them to be 
a weight and encumbrance, 


Though 
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Though they have various ſorts of very delicate 
food, they prefer rice to every thing, it being eaſy 
of digeſtion : they eat it out of the water with- 
out _ commixture whatever, either of ſugar, 
_ falt, oil, or butter; and with this they always fill 
their bellies, ſeeming to taſte of other diſhes only 
for faſhion-ſake. They entertain in a plentiful, 
nay a pompous manner ; every gueſt having his 
own little table, round. which runs a moulding of 
gold, or ſilver, according to the abilities of the 
owner ; and this being breaſt-high, though very 
ſmall, is ſometimes ſupplied with, perhaps, 100 
different diſhes, handſomely diſpoſed upon frames of 
ſugar cane; for nothing that the country or ſeaſon af- 
fords ever is omitted; for theſe reaſons their great 
entertainments are -generally. given in the open 
field ; at one of which our traveller once ſaw above 
2000 people regaled. Thoſe of the higheſt rank 
and moſt eminent quality, fit down firſt ; when 
they have done, their places are taken by thoſe 
who are next in degree; and theſe are ſucceeded 
by their inferiors, till, at length, they are engroſſ- 
ed by the loweſt order, who empty the remaining 
fragments into their ſatchels, and carrying it away, 
diſpoſe of it at pleaſure; for nothing of the enter- 
tainment mulſt be left behind, as that would be a 
ridicule upon the owner of the feaſt. 'They have 
no grapes in this country, ſo that it cannot be ex- 
pected they have much wine ; but they ſupply the 
want with a diſtillation of rice, reſembling brandy, 
both in heat and ſpirit,and the power of intoxication 
by mixing with it an extract from calamba, they 
. endue it with a delicate flavor, and a very fragrant 
fmell. Between meals they drink the root of an 
herb called chia, boiled in hot water: the Chi- 
neſe are fond of this beverage, but infuſe the 
leaves inſtead of the root; it is alſo uſed in Ja- 
pan; it is ſaid to be an excellent pectoral, and ans 
* | 2 16” 
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digeſtion. Though proviſions are ſo very plenty 
here, the Europeans find not only the want of 
bread and wine, but a difficulty in reliſhing their 
cookery, which is very different from ours. Fa- 
ther Borri not unjuſtly obſerves, that our manner 
of dreſſing victuals would be as diſagreeable to a 
native of Cochin-China; as an inſtance of which 
prejudice, he tells us, that he was preſent when 
the governor of Cochin-China was at a table, to 

which ſeveral very nice diſhes were ſerved up in the 
European taſte, none of which could agree with 
his palate; yet he ate very heartily when ſome vic- 
tuals were brought up dreſſed after his own coun- 
- by fanian. 75 
There are many phyſicians here, both natives 
and Portugueſe; and it often happens, that the 
one ſort is able to cure that diſorder, of the nature 
of which the other is intirely ignorant. The prac- 
tice of the native phyſicians of Cochin-China is 
this; having felt the patient's pulſe with great at- 
tention, they pronounce what his diſorder is, and 
honeſtly tell, whether they can cure it or not; if 
the former, they ſtipulate the price, and fix the 
time wherein they are to do it, a contract being 
drawn up on each ſide, and, in fulfilling which, if 
the phyſician fails, he deſires no pay. Their me- 
dicines generally aſſiſt nature, rather than alter her 
courſe, being palatable and laxative; and they pre- 
pare them themſelves, that the ingredients may not 
be known; thus they are not peſtered with apo- 
thecaries. It once chanced that a ſick Portugueſe, 
being given over by the European phyſician, ſent 
for a phyſician of the country, who having exa- 
mined his caſe very nicely, agreed for a certain ſum 
to cure him in ſuch a limited time, during which, 
the ſick man was ordered, under pain of death, to 
refrain from women; but he, finding himſelf grow 
daily better and better, under the doctor's _ 
choſe 


8 htm 
— — 2 Ts. , a inal 
— NIN, E 8 


8 


—— _ - — — — — — A 2 ß —. . K 
. a ; — CEE ———. EATEN EIS —_— TILES IE CW. ..... COOL ——T—T.. . ̃˙ —7? El i IEA — §————— „„ 25 
E — . : — . — — — — — = 2” . | oo „ — == | 
— — > $4 wes reel 8 Lie, gn n 2 Te 2 2 72 = SN — 7 3 —— —ͤ—ͤ— * B AR — _=_ CREST 3, * oy = — — — —— — „ : 2 
* — T f . n K - — . rr * . = 7 * I ns - 2 . A Y — E —— + * D — — ee. . e 
— — — r ES OCT — — F : — * — . wy E 1 — — . 8 — = p 
—_ E 9 FX "= 47.26 r — 8 rr —_— RO, - IX DIET DL SEES ab Can ara — P * w ds. hs : - 
— ———— — — = — — as; wy _ 4 \ 8 * _ r 1 9 Y 8 W n — . 2.4, 4 ae 1 22 a A . =. 2 - 
— . 8 ere * me.” S 22 n 1 3 n : IRS = 
50 * a *.* "7 7 . 5 . * 1 8 . 8 — 5 * 4 —— 8 I N 2 - 1 : _ 0 : _ 
** — a xk: 2 — — n — S — — he E — * ES Ons KKK >. A — 
I — * r PF. 3 J l ; 2 . * 3 — a | 4 rr „ Sts 8 =_ : 
OE © OD FIRES 6 ; — —— * — *. 777 / d ES a e 
a 82 ³ũ 5 8 . eee r PERRY Y ——— BS — 8 2 - « — 5 — 2 1 { 
K owes . — en 1 - . : 3 k I G WY 


2s DESCRIPTION OF 

choſe to tranſgreſs the order; the fault was 
foon diſcovered by the phyſician, who deſired he 
might be paid his money, and ſaved farther troy- 
ble, as not all the power of medicine conld now 
preſerve him; the cauſe was litigated, the doctor 
was ordered his money, and the patient expired. 

Their ſurgeons practiſe phlebotomy, but not ſo 
often as thoſe of Europe; inſtead of ſteel lances, 
they have ſplinters of porcelain, jagged like ſaws, 
and fixed in the end of a gooſe-quill ; with theſe 
they open the vein, and having drawn as much 
blood as they think proper, they uſe no filletting to 
ſtop the blood, but do it effectually by compreſſing 
the orifice with the thumb wetted with ſpittle. In 
many of their eures they manifeſt admirable ſkill; 
for example, our author was cured of a violent 
bruiſe, by the external application of an herb, the de- 
coction of which he was ordered moreover to drink; 
and this when he had been given over by a Portugueſe 
of diſtinguiſned knowledge in medicine. He him- 
ſelf afterwards tried the fame application upon the 
leg of a hen, broken for experiment's ſake, in fe- 
veral places, and it ſucceeded to admiration. 

One of the miſſioners having been bitten by a 
ſcorpion, ſwelled prodigiouſly; he was already gi- 
ven over, and the extreme unction about to be ad- 
miniſtred to him, when a Cochin Chineſe, who 
practiſed ſurgery, coming in, ordered a pot of rice 
to be ſet boiling in water, between the friar's legs, 
and then covered him ſo cloſely up, that none of 
the ſteam could eſcape ; the patient found imme- 
diate eaſe, the ſwelling abated, and he was cured 
in a few days. However, the virtue of many of 
their medicines, as of rhubarb, is owing greatly te 
the air, and this is proved by their loſing much of 
efficacy, when brought into Europe. 

In Japan, learning is ſcarcely regarded, except 
what treats of war; on the contrary, in Cn 

| the 
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the ſcholar carries the prize from the ſoldier. The 
Cochin-Chineſe are equal encouragers of both ; 
giving the preference to each according to merit 
and convenience. Here are univerſities, wherein 
are profeſſors, graduates, and public examinations; 
the ſciences are taught as in China, and the ſame 
authors peruſed; Confucius, of whom we ſhall 
ſpeak more largely in our account of China, being 
the principal : the language of the ſchools differs 
much from that of common life; and one word 
thereof has various ſignifications according to the 
manner of its being accented ; upon the whols, few 
people are completely ſkilled in it; the ſtudy requires 
many years attention, and there is a harmony in it, 
which would incline one to believe the ſpeaker a pro- 
ficient in muſic; the changes of the voice appearing 
like thoſe of a ſong; it is much ſweeter than that 
of China, having more vowels. Their characters 
are about 3000 in number, which are cut upon 
ſtone, or ſome other ſubſtantial body with a graving- 
tool; on this their paper is laid and impreſſed; 
and as this method was in practice here and in 
China long before theſe countries were diſcovered to 
us, they may be ſaid to have been maſters of the 
art of printing, before it was known in Europe. 

He who, among the Cochin-Chineſe, diſtin- 
guiſhes himſelf in war, is made lord of a certain 
number of vaſſals, from 50 to 19000, and theſe are 
to attend and ſerve him on every occaſion ; thus, 
iuſtead of a man of merit's being called duke, earl, 
& c. he is entitled, commander of 1, 2, or 300 
men, and ſo on. The viceroy, or governor of 
every province or town, ſits generally four hours, 
daily in ſome public place, where he examines 
cauſes, and adminiſters juſtice with judgment and 
impartiality; his ſentence is, without appeal or de- 
lay, put in immediate execution, be it what it will, 
whether death, baniſhment, fine or whipping. A 
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thief, for the firſt offence, loſes a finger; for the 
ſecond, another; for the third, an ear; and the 
fourth, he pays for with his head. A man or a 
woman convicted of adultery, is led, amongſt 
crouds of people, into an open field, where he is 
thrown to an elephant, by which he is toſſed into 
the air, ſeveral times, and catched upon its ſharp 
teeth, whereby he is pierced throngh and through; 
and after being thus, for ſome time, ſeverely tor- 
_ tured and publicly expoſed, this ſagacious ani- 
mal daſhes him againſt the ground, and cruſhes 
him to pieces with its feet, proceeding in all the 
puniſhment in regular obedience to its nayre; and 
it is ſurpriſing, wif What attention it will liſten 
to the ſentence againſt the criminal, which is always 
read previous to his execution, 

: Thoſe who are here convicted of perjury, are 
condemned to ſuffer-the ſame puniſhment, to which 
their evidence might have ſubjected the defendant; 
and this without mercy, or abatement of rigor. 
The Cochin-Chineſe marry but one wife, but keep 
as. many concubines as they can maintain; divorces 
are admitted in caſe of very material crimes be- 
ing proved upon either party, and then the huſ- 
band reſtores the portion he received with his wife; 
though they profeſs heatheniſm, they never inter- 
marry in the firſt degrees of blood, as brother 
with ſiſter ; the huſband lives for the moſt part 
upon the fortune of his wife, to whom he leaves 
the intire management of the hoyſhold affairs, not 
once concerning himſelf therein. | 
FThe great plenty of all things, neceſſary for the 
uſe of life, makes the people of this country little 
ſolicitous about foreign climates; few of them 
uſing to loſe ſight of their beloved ſhores, to 
which their hoſpitality invites many ſtrangers from 
China, Japan, Manila, Cambogia, and other pla- 
ces; who exchange plate, the value of which va- 
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ries, for ſilk and other commodities. They have 
a ſort of braſs coin current among them, which 
is valued at two crowns a thouſand ; the reas are 
round, with the king's arms impreſſed, and a hole 
through the middle, whereon a thouſand of them 
are ſtrung together. There is a fair held at one 
of the chief ports of this kingdom, which laſts 
for four months; where the Chineſe are ſaid to 
diſpoſe of plate to the value of four or five milli- 
ons; and the Japoneſe drive a great trade in fine 
ſilks, and other commodities. This redounds 


much to the profit of the country, and the im- 


poſts then raiſed, produce to the king a conſider- 
able revenue. The people being naturally indo- 
lent and lazy, conſequently apply themſelves little 
to the cultivation of arts and induſtry; but are 
implicit admirers of the trifles of other countries; 
for example, pins, needles, combs, glaſs- pendants, 
bracelets, and other toys, are here valuable com- 
modities; they are fond of all kinds of European 
cloathing, and will out-bid one another extrava- 
gantly, for any thing to which they take a liking. 
And our author ſays, he knew a Portugueſe ped- 
lar, who, at this fair, cleared 1000 ducats by a 
box of needles, thar did not coſt him fifty. 


There are ſixty ports and upwards in the king- 


dom of Cochin China, the chief of which, where- 
in the fair is kept lies, in the province of Cacchian, 
and has two inlets from the ſea, three or four 
leagues diſtant from each other, the one called Pul- 
lamchiampello, the other Turon. Here the kin 

of Cochin China has allowed the Chineſe and Ja 
poneſe merchants to build a city called Faifo; 
where they live with great unanimity in ſeparate 


quarters, under different governors, and ſabje&t 


to the laws of their peculiar countries. His ma- 
jeſty made an offer alſo of three or four leagues of 
ground, for the ſame end, to the Portugueſe, 
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which they did not accept of; though our author 
is of opinion, that it would be of very great ad- 
vantage to them. 9 
The people laſt mentioned ſent an ambaſſador, 
by name Ferdinand D' Acoſta, to demand of the 
king an abſolute excluſion of the Dutch from trad- 
ing in his dominions, as being not only their mor- 
tal enemies, but a perfidious race of men. The 
king aſſured them he would comply with this re- 
monſtrance ; yet, ſoon after, gave a gracious au- 
dience to ſome Dutchmen, who came in a large 
ſhip to trade at the fair, and he received from 
them ſeveral conſiderable gifts. This behaviour 
irritated the Portugueſe ambaſſador, who. was a 
valiant gentleman, conſiderably; he immediately 
went to court, where he vented his diſpleaſure very 
freely, and even went fo far as to ſtamp on the 
ground with his foot, while he was making his re- 
monſtrance to the king: who, far from being di- 
_ fatisfied, ſeemed highly delighted with his bold- 
neſs; and bidding him be governed by the event, 
which would convince him, his complaints were 
ill-grounded, he diſmiſſed him. In a few days at- 
ter, he ſeized upon all the effects of theſe Dutch- 
man, and ordered his gallies to ſink their boats as 
they were about to land, in which he was obeyed, 
and. moſt of them drowned : the juſtice of this 
execution appeared to more advantage {till, by 1ts 
being diſcovered, that this very crew had plunder- 
ed ſeveral veſſels belonging to Cochin-China, as 
Was proved in reviewing their wares. He then, by 
public edict, abſolutely forbad any natives of Hol- 
land from ever ſettling in his dominions, fearing that 
being cunning and over-reaching, they might endan- 
ger the ſtate. A new embaſly of Portugueſe arrived 
here, ſoon afterwards ; whoſe buſineſs it was to ſe- 
cure a confirmation of this ordonance, by endeavonr- 


Ang to alarm the king's fears, in exaggerating the | 
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perfidious character of the Dutch; but they were 
diſſuaded from declaring their errand, by ſeveral 
people well verſed in this country- policy; by whom 
they were aſſured, that their hinting any thing of 
fear to the monarch, would be the readieſt way to 
make him repeal his edict; for that he would cer- 
tainly proceed by the rule of contrary, to ſhew that 


he was above the dread of danger. 


This monarch was formerly ſubject to the king of 
Tonquin, under whom he governed Cochin China, as 
a province; but the ſovereignty was uſurped by the 
grand-father of the king, who reigned when our 
author was in this country. He was greatly aſſiſt- 
ed in his rebellion by ſeveral pieces of cannon, 
which he picked up from the wreck of a Dutch 
ſhip; he had, moreover, 100 gallies on the fea, 
together with a large quantity of finely tempered 
ſcymetars of Japan; and. he cauſed many of the 
country horſes, which are {mall and neat, but ſpi- 
rited, to be trained up to war. His power was 
now conſiderably encreaſed ; being able, at any 
time, to draw together 80,000 fighting men; how- 
ever, he pays a tribute ont of every commodity of 


the country to the king of Tonquin, of whom he 


ſtands in ſome fear ; that monarch being, at leaſt, 
four times ſtronger. In order to free himſelf in- 
tirely from this acknowledgment of vaſlalage, he 
had entered into a treaty with the heir to the 
crown of Tonquin, binding himſelf to give his ut- 
moſt aſſiſtance in reſtoring him to the throne of his 
anceſtors, which had been uſurped from him by 
his governor. Our author does not inform us, 
whether this prince ſucceeded in his deſigns; all 
that he continues to ſay, is, that he got poſſeſſion 
of a province contiguous to China, where he go- 
verned with much wiſdom, being vaſtly beloved. 
And though the uſurper marched ſeveral conſider- 
able armies againſt him, he found it impoſſible to 
prevail; for there being a road of five or fix days 
| jour- 
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journey, through which his ſoldiers muſt neceſſa. 
rily paſs, the friends of the fugitive prince always 
found a way ſo effectually to poiſon the waters, 
that both man and horſe, drinking thereof, were 
deſtroyed, nor had they an alternative. 

In our author's time, this monarch was involved 
in many warlike diſputes. His gallies by ſea were 
employed to aſſiſt the king of Gambogia, who had 
married his baſtard daughter, and was attacked by 
the king of Siam. His troops on the weſtern fide 
of his dominions were kept in continual motion by 
the king of Chiampa ; who, tho' not ſufficiently 
powerful to do much miſchief, yet kept him in 
perpetual alarm. He had lately alſo curbed a dan: 
gerous inſurrection, headed firſt by his two brothers, 
who defeated his forces in a pitched battle, in 
which they uſed cannon mounted upon the backs 
of elephants; but coming again to the charge were 
entirely routed, and both taken priſoners, a ſtate 
in which he had deſtined them to remain for life: 
for his humanity would not permit him to think of 
putting them to death; and yet they deſerved it, 
for he had provided for them in a royal manner. 
Beſides all theſe engagements, he was obliged to 
have a conſtant eye upon the king of Tonquin, of 
whoſe amity he was not well aſſured ; and he kept 
an army on foot on that ſide to prevent hoſtilities. 
'The art of war and military diſcipline here, differs 
not much from that of Europe ; they are very ex- 
pert at the uſe of fire-arms and artillery, whether 
on the land or water, and perhaps in the world 
there are not better markſmen. 

They do not man their gallies with ſlaves and 
criminals as we do; but, upon any emergency, ſe- 
veral different parties of the king's officers and fer- 
vants diſperſe themſelves ſuddenly over the kingdom, 
and being ſupported by the royal authority, carry off 
all perſons that appeaf to them fit for the oar, un- 
leſs protected by rank or privilege. The uſage 
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the people, thus ſeized, is very good, and their 
wives and families are ſupported by the king, ac- 
cording to their former condition, as long as the 
huſband continues in the ſervice. Being naturally 
valiant and intrepid, they handle the ſcimitar, the 
dart, and the muſket, with as much alacrity as 
they do the oar. The gallies of this kingdom are 
ſmall and narrow, but finely embelliſhed with gold 
and ſilver. The ſtem of the veſſel is particularly 
adorned ; for that being reckoned the moſt expo- 
ſed, is the moſt honourable place, and the poſt of 


the commander. 
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Erroneous account of Cochin China publiſhed in Spain 
by a fryar ; chriſtianity ferſt introduced here by 
the jeſuits; they are baniſhed and all their proſe- 
lytes ; an accident reſlores them; the governor 
of Palucambi very xind to the fathers ; his death re- 
duces them to great calamities; of conjuration and 
various other ceremontes ſubſequent to his death; 
ther affairs take an unexpected turn; of the idols, 
temples, and religious worſhip of the Cochin Chi- 
neſe ; of the intimacy of ſpirits with theſe people; 
a ridiculous flory told of one of theſe ſpirits by fa» 
ther Borri. | 


LTHOUGH a friar, who had been in Cochin 
China, as chaplain to a ſhip, formerly pub- 
liſhed in Spain, an account of his travels under 
the title of -a Voyage round the world, in which 
he ſays, he converted and baptized the infanta, 
and ſome other individuals of the royal family of 
this kingdom, yet it is certain, that neither the 
king, his daughter, nor any of his people became 
chriſtians till that faith was preached among them 
by ſome fathers of the ſociety of Jeſus. Indeed, 
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nothing ſhews the falſhood of this ſtory-teller in a 
properer light than a peruſal of his book, in which, 
he ſays, the infanta had fallen in love with, and 
would have married him, and many other things 
equally ridiculous. _ 

The firſt preachers of the goſpel appointed to 
this miſſion were two jeſuits; one of whom died 
upon the way ; but father Francis Buzome, an Ita- 
lian, who was the other, reached his journey's end, 
where he ſoon made many converts to chriſtianity, 
though he was a ſtranger to the language any far- 
ther than this, that he could aſk. them, whether 
or no they would become chriſtians ? to which few 
of them anſwered in the negative, ſtimulated by 
their vaſt fondneſs for novelty; and even here he 
confounded the words Portugueſe and Chriſtian, 
uſing one for the other. This miſtake he diſco- 
vered, by being preſent at a droll exhibited in the 

market-place, in which a little boy was introduced 
as coming out of the belly of a bulky Portugueſe, 
and going in again, At firſt he thought it was 
meant as a ridicule upon chriſtianity ; but was 
ſoon convinced of the contrary upon enquiry, which 
ſatisfied him of his ignorance in the language; and 
he afterwards applied himſelf more cloſely to the ſtu- 
dy of it than before. His congregation ſoon encreaſ- 
ed to ſo conſiderable a number, that he was en- 
abled to build a handſome church in the city of 
Turon, wherein he publicly celebrated maſs; be- 
fides which, he had a large handſome ſtructure 
aſſigned to him, for his own reſidence, and that of 
his aſſiſtants; being conſiderably aided by the pi- 
ous donations of a very rich convert, named in 
baptiſm, Joanna; who built ſeveral dormitories 
and altars, even in her own houſe. However this 
ſerenity was ſoon clouded over by the means of the 

heathen prieſts, who took the opportunity of at- 


tributing to the new-comers the want of the yearly 
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inundation, which had not yet fallen; the toleration 
of whom they affirmed had juſtly incenſed their gods, 
and hence aroſe the drought. The minds of the 
people being thus inflamed, they in a body demand- 
ed of the king the baniſhment of the chriſtians, 
and ſuppreſſion of their religion ; to which he was 
obliged, much againft his will, to conſent ; find- 
ing it in vain to oppoſe the maddened multitude. . 
The fathers were immediately ordered on board a 
ſhip outward bound, but they could by no means 
turn out, the monſoons being ſet in, and blow- 
ing full in the mouth of the harbour. They 
came aſhore again, 'but were not permitted to go 
farther into the country than the ſtrand, where 
they were expoſcd to every inclemency of the ſea- 
ſon, and left in want of all neceſſaries. Here fa- 
ther Buzome was attacked by a virulent impoſtume 
in his breaſt, whereby he was reduced very low; 
and being ſeen in this calamitous condition by the 
governor of Palucambi, who came this way by 
chance, he took pity of him, ordered him to be 
ſent in one of his gallies to his government, where 
he lodged him in his houſe, and where he was per- 
fectly cured, though his ſickneſs laſted more than 
a year, T | 
The heathen prieſts, in the mean time, confirm- - 
ed themſelves in the influence they had gained over 
the people, by one of them pretending that the 
gods had promiſed to grant rain to his prayers; 
and mounting to the top of a very high hill, at- 
tended by a great croud, he there invoked his dei- 
ties, and ſtamping three times fully againſt the 
ground, a thick cloud ſoon gathered over their 
heads diſcharging a very ſcanty portion of water; 
yet enough to eſtabliſh this prieſt a prodigious 
reputation : but this he enjoyed not long. 
His ſanctity procured him apartments in the 
royal palace, where he fell in love with, _ 
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debauched one of the king's concubines. Hig 
crime was ſoon diſcovered, and as his profeſſion 
ſcreened him from ſuffering death, a penalty which 
the laws of the land would have exacted from a 
layman, he was condemned to vaniſh, that is, ne- 
ver more to be ſeen in Cochin China, nor yet to be 
permitted to paſs out of it by any point whatſoever, 
A decree which was literally executed, and he va- 
niſned accordingly. About this time the jeſuits of 
Macao, reſolving to aſſiſt their brethren in diſtreſs, 
ſent thither father Peter Marques, as chaplain of a 
ſhip, and our author Borri, who was in the habit of 
a:\flave. The latter was foon, however, diſcovered for 
a religious, by the readineſs wherewith he appeaſed 
a quarrel that happened among ſome of the ſhip's 
crew, and the obedience with which the parties 
ſeparated when he appeared ; a circumſtance, 
whence ſome of the natives immediately inferred. 
his function; for they well knew the profound ve- 
neration paid by the Portugueſe to their prieſts, 
Father Borri ſeeing that he was found out, and 
thence inferring that his death was inevitable, de- 
termined, ſince it ſeemed the divine will, to die in. 
character. Wherefore, throwing off the habit of 
a ſlave, he re-aſſumed that of the ſociety, and 
erecting an altar upon the ſhore, began to preach 
the goſpel and celebrate maſs; during which cere- 
mony there fell a very heavy and welcome ſhower 
of rain; which pleaded ſo ſtrongly in the cauſe of 
_ chriſtianity, that the people repented of their for- 
mer perſecution, and again permitted them freely 
to exerciſe their religion. Not long after this acci- 
dent, being about to erect a croſs formed out of 
an old maſt, over the grave of child that had been 
baptized, and aſſiſted by a train of Portugueſe ſai- 
lors, they were diſturbed by the appearance of a 
company of the natives, armed with muſkets, who 
threatened to fire upon them, unleſs they __ — 
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ed: theſe, the father immediately addreſſed, and 
was told, that the reaſon of their appearing thus 
armed, was their believing that the devil would in- 
feſt their houſes, in conſequence of this enſign; 
but he having aſſured them that the reſult would 
be quite contrary, they flung away their weapons, 
and gave their aſſiſtance in erecting it. 

About this time, the governor of Palucambi, 
having revolved in his mind the erudition of Bu— 
zome, while he was with him, determined to ſend 
for him and ſome others of his ſanctified brethren 
to preach the goſpel to his people. This his in- 
clination being ſignified to the fathers, it was 
thought fit that father Buzome, Francis de Pina, 
and our author, ſhould ſet out for that province; 
the care of the elect at Faifo, being left to father 
Peter Marques: they accordingly embarked on 
board the governor's own gallies, which had been 
ſent expreſly to bring them ; and during a very 
pleaſant voyage, were accommodated in a manner 
inconceivably elegant, row-matches, mock ſea- 
fights, and various other pleaſing devices being cal - 
culated for their entertainment. From the place 
where they landed to the governor's palace was a 
journey of eight days, and all the way thither they 
were attended and ſerved by an hundred men, horſe 
and foot; each of the reverend fathers being 
mounted on an elephant. From the grandeur with 
which they travelled, and the reſpect unanimouſly 
paid them, it was inferred by the people, and 
ſpread from one to another, that they were the 
lons of ſome great king. And this report coming 
to the governor's ears, gave him great pleaſure 
. nay, he himſelf confirmed it, ſaying, * That they 
were indeed of royal race, led hither by angelic 
benevolence, to propagate a doctrine, which would 
confer eternal ſalvation on its followers.” Their 
character was ſtill more fully confirmed, by their 
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having interceded for, and obtained, the lives of 
ſeveral criminals condemned to be ſhot ; whom the 
governor affirmed he would not have ſpared to any 
body elſe. - . 

They now left his palace, in which they had been 
nobly treated, to reſide in the city of Nuocman, 
at the diſtance of three miles, where they hoped 
to find a proſſtable harveſt of ſouls; for the place 
Was very populous, being five miles long, and half 
a mile broad. Here they pitched upon a ſpot to 
build a church, and the governor promiſed they | 
Mould be ſupplied with every material for that pur- 
pofe. Accordingly, the following day, word was 
brought them that the church was coming, where- 
at they were much ſurpriſed, not conceiving how 
ſuch a fabrick could be moveable. So they went 
out to inquire what this information portended, 
and behold, at a diſtance, they ſaw an army of | 
men approaching, loaden with planks, beams, pil- 
lars, baſes, capitals, and in ſhort every article re- 
quiſite in the fabric, which was built up in one 
day, upon high pillars, according to the cuſtom of 
the country, and when erected, had the appear- 
ance of an elegant ſtructure. So heavy were the 
pillars, that each of them were born by thirty 
men ; and the fathers were at firſt uneaſy that they | 
were not ſufficiently ſtocked with liquors and pro- 
viſions to ſupply ſo many people. But this uneaſi- 
neſs was ſoon removed, by ſeeing every man, at a 
particular hour, open his budget, and taking out a 
pot and proviſions, cook it very quietly over a fire, 
kindled for that purpoſe by himſelf; and his meal 
being ended, he returned again peaceably to his 
work. The governor now came to examine the 
new church, thought it ſtood crooked, or was in 
ſome meaſure defective; whereupon he ſent for 
the maſter-builder, and ordered him to reme- 
dy that fault, under penalty of his legs; ſo = 
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the church was immediately taken to pieces, and 
in a ſhorter time than before, firmly, and hand- 
ſomely run up to general ſatisfaction. And the 
better to ſecure it from fire, which is very catch- 
ing, as being carried by the hot ſouth-weſt winds, 


from houſe to houſe, if one chance to be ſet in a 


flame, he cauſed the ſhelving roofs of the houſes 
for two miles round to be removed. 

Affairs now wore a very proſperous appearance, 
when they were much impeded by the death of 
the governor ; it was occaſioned by a bilious fever, 
caught in hunting the elephant; he died after an 
illneſs of three days, without being baptized ; 
having poſtponed it from day to day. However, 
the fathers being queſtioned, with reſpect to their 
opinion of the ſtate of his ſoul ? wiſely anſwered, 
that tho? their religion taught them, that no man 
could be ſaved without baptiſm, they had room to 
believe that ſtrong inclination might often ſtand in 
the place of enjoying that happineſs ; and it was 
certain, if the governor's intention diſpoſed him to 
receive that ſacrament, the divine goodneſs would 
not involve him in eternal miſery. This declaration 
ſaved them from being cut in pieces, which would 


have been inevitably the caſe, had they pronounced 


the deceaſed to be damned. His friends and relati- 
ons now gave them roaſted buffaloe, and other 
proviſions, which had been dedicated to their idols ; 
but theſe the good fathers refuſed, as defiled with 
diabolical ſuperſtition, and were then preſented with 
ſeveral of thoſe animals alive. Among other ſtrange 
ceremonies performed at the governor's death, ma- 


ny of the omſaiis, or prieſts, and friends of the 


deceaſed, aſſembled in a certain place, where one 
of them being poſſeſſed with the ſpirit, was to ſpeak 
of the deſtination of his ſoul; and here this lot 
fell upon his ſiſter, a woman old and decrepid ; 
yet, no ſooner felt ſhe the inſpiration, than ſhe 
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Aung away her ſtick, which remained ſuſpended in 
the air, and ſkipped and danced like a young girl, 
playing a thouſand extravagant tricks, and uttering 
many incoherencies concerning her late brother ; 
her ſpirits being exhauſted, the ſpirit forſook her, 
her ſtrength failed, and ſhe fainted away ; nor 
was ſhe rightly reſtored to herſelf in leſs than eight 

days. | | 
There was alſo a meeting of the prieſts to con- 
ſult of the cauſe of his death; and after much de- 
liberation, they agreed, that it was occaſioned by 
a beam of his new palace falling upon and frac- 
turing his ſkull : this they ſpoke in a figurative 
ſenſe, as his diſorder had lain in his head. In con- 
ſequence of this deciſion, the palace was burned 
to the ground, to the no little ſatisfaction of the 
fathers, who remembering the former malice of 
the prieſts, expected that malice would have 
prompted them to fix on them the cauſe, in pur- 
ſuance of which they would have been the objects 
of conflapration ; but it happily fell out contrary to 

their expectation. | | 
There being a ſort of canonization of the go- 
vernor celebrated; for his wiſdom and many vir- 
tues had juſtly procured: him a very extraordinary 
character; they proceeded to his interment ; his 
funeral being conducted in the following manner. 
The body having lain eight days, as it were in 
ſtate, was carried to the city of Chifu, where he 
was born, attended by a numerous train of peo- 
ple, dancing as they went, ſinging his eulogium, 
and rejoicing at his ſtate of beatification. With 
them they carried many wooden models of ele- 
Phants, horſes, and other moveables ; beſides, ſe- 
veral gallies, rolling on wheels, and equalling in 
number thoſe he kept on foot while he lived ; 
theſe were all put into a ſumptuous palace, erect- 
ed for that purpoſe on a ſpacious plain, * 
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the walls of Chifu ; and here, before an altar raiſed 
therein with vaſt magnificence, 600 omfaus, or 
prieſts, cloathed in white, inceſſantly ſung, and 
offered ſacrifice of wine, buffaloe, &c. for three 
days; during which time, upwards of 2000 gen- 
tlemen were nobly entertained, each at his pecu- 
liar table, ſerved with not leſs than 200 diſhes. 
Then the body, which was in a ſilver coffin finely 
carved, was privately removed, and buried in one 
of twelve different graves, ſo that the people might 
not know the exact ſpot, and their veneration for 
the memory of the deceaſed would conſequently 
be enhanced; then the palace laſt mentioned, and 
all its furniture being ſet on fire, was burned down 
to the ground. At the end of every ſeventh moon 
peculiar ceremonies were obſerved, and entertain- 
ments made in this place, in the governor's ho- 
nour, for three years; nor was any governor ap- 
pointed in that time in his place, all affairs be- 
ing managed by his ſon, in character of his depu- 

ty. For it was their opinion, that though the 
ſoul of the deceaſed was ranked among the gods, 
it was not quite detached from mortal connexions, 
but had an eye upon its earthly ſituation for three 

years at leaſt, OT 
The death of the governor of Palucambi ſtruck 
he cauſe of chriſtianity with a general damp ; it 
ad been hitherto ſupported by his authority, and 
that failing, together with the large allowance of 
hey and proviſion which he had made to the 
fathers, their grandeur abated, their followers 
dropped off faſt; and they continued for near 
three years in very indigent circumſtances, un- 
noticed and unregarded. They divided them- 
ſelves in conſequence of this decay, and our au- 
thor was left in Palucambi alone and diſconſolate. 
The life that he led was ſtrict and exemplary, yet 
he ſcarcely hoped for a change in his affairs, when 
| 1 he 
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he ſaw a train of elephants, and - horſes magnifi- 
cently capariſoned, ſtop one day at his door. A 
lady of majeſtic port and brilliant appearance ſoon 
after alighted, and entering the houſe with a ſplen- 
did train of gentlemen and ladies, told him, that 
being informed of his unblemiſhed life, as well as of 
the holy doctrine that he profeſſed, a ſecret im- 
pulſe had prompted her to intreat, that he would 
inſtruct therein, and, by baptizing, rank her among 
the choſen of the Lord God. The good father 
delayed to baptize her, until he ſent to the city 
of Faifo for father Buzome ; who, underſtanding 
the Cochin Chineſe tongue extremely well, came and 
explained to her the general tenets of chriſtianity ; 
and fo ftrong were the pictures that he drew of the 


fire, depth, darkneſs, and various torments of 


hell, that ſhe, together with twenty-five of her 
women, begged to be baptized 3 which requeſt was 
granted, the women promiſing never more to co- 
habit, as concubines, with the huſband of this 
great lady, who was going ambaſſador to Cambo- 
gia; and ſhe, in return, aſſuring them that ſhe 
would provide them huſbands, _ 

The huſband himſelf coming ſoon after to Palu- 
cambi, was alſo converted through their means; 
promiſing to renounce poligamy, as well as paga- 
niſm; and, together with twenty gentlemen, was 
received into the boſom of the church. And leſt | 
he ſhould have been tempted, being of a florid 
cConſtitution, to converſe criminally with ſome of | 
his wife's women, he ordered, that they ſhould all | 
lie together in one gallery, at the upper end of | 
which was to be placed the picture of our Savi- } 
our, © and you may be ſure,” ſaid this honeſt con- 
vert, addreſſing himſelf to the father, © that J had 
rather be torn in pieces, than tranſgreſs in the 
« preſence of my Lord and Saviour, who being 
« thus before my eyes, will ſecure me from 8 
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te and the women from pollution.” It was a fine 
ſight, ſays our author, to ſee ſo many new con- 
verts together, of diſtinguiſhed rank, and to be- 
hold their vaſt fondneſs for the croſſes, medals, 
relics, and Agnus Dei's, which they intermixed 
with their jewels and other ornaments. Being 
now fixed in their new religion, the ambaſſador, 
who had aſſumed the name of. Ignatius, and his 
wife that of Urſula, together with all their peo- 
ple, proceeded on their voyage to Cambogia, with 
chriſtian banners waving at the topmaſt-head, to 
the great joy of every lover of chriſtianity, which 
began once again to grow into eſteem. And the 
knowledge of the fathers was now more revered from 
their having exactly foretold two eclipſes, one of the 
moon, and the other of the ſun, which none of 
the wiſe men of the nation had been able to do, 
tho' well ſkilled in aſtrology ; and thus they gain- 
ed the countenance of the king, who made thoſe 
who had pretended to the ſcience, pay roundly for 

their ignorance. 
Soon after this accident one of the chiefeſt om- 
ſaiis, or prieſts, profeſſed himſelf a chriſtian, and 
had he not been married, would have become a 
religious brother. However, that he might the bet- 
ter obſerve the life and actions of the fathers, and 
thereby regulate his own conduct, he took a houſe 
next to theirs ; and ſo very nice was he in copying 
all their proceedings, that if he perceived one of 
the fathers walking backwards and forwards; as he. 
counted his beads, he got up and walked too, 
keeping exact pace with him, while the people 
gazed at this exerciſe with aſtoniſhment ; for 
they have no notion of walking for diverſion, 
and they never go to a particular point and return * 
again as we do, purely for the walk's fake. This 
omſaii began himſelf to preach the goſpel, in a 
little time, and made many converts amongſt his 
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own brethren, and from all ſe&s of paganiſm. For, 
as in the chriſtian world, here were many different 
ſects and religious orders; the latter diſtinguiſhed 
chiefly by their habits, as black, blue, white, &c. 
ſome living in ſociety, others in ſolitude; ſome 
exerciſing works of magic, as foretelling things to 
come, curing diſorders by incantation; others con- 
fining themſelves to acts of mercy and of piety, 
expending the alms given them, their profeſſion 
being poverty, relieving the neceſſitous, or in con- 
ſtructing bridges and temples. Some again are 
very rich, and ſupport vaſt ſchools and univerſities; 
others are overſeers of monaſteries filled with reli- 
gious females, who are all his wives; and never 
permit another man to croſs their threſhold. A 
ſtranger, upon his firſt arrival in Cochin China, 
would really think he had got into a catholic 
country; for religious proceſſions are here very nume- 
Tous, and the aſſiſting prieſts are variouſly habited, 
almoſt like abbots, biſhops, &c. ſome of them car- 
rying gilt ſtaves, reſembling croziers. 

Their temples are ſpacious ſtructures, with high 
Neeples ; ſtrings of beads are hung round the 
necks of their idols, which are very large, and 
within many of them are conſecrated treaſures of 
gold and ſilver; which, however, the ſanity of 
the repoſitory has not been always able to pro- 
tect from the ſacrilegious hand of neceſſity or of 
rapine. The Cochin Chineſe hold the doctrine of | 
rewards and puniſhments, and believe in the rranſ- |} 
migration of ſouls. It is alſo their opinion, that 
the ſpirits of the departed ſtand in need of ſubſiſt- 
"ance, and for that reaſon they lay proviſions near 
the graves of their friends, the ſteam of which, 
they ſay, ſatisfies them ſufficiently ; ſo that it is no 
convincing argument of their being wrong, to point 
out to them that the victuals thus dedicated are not 


diminiſhed. The idols of their temples are of dif- 
| ferent - 
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ferent heights, according to the reputation for ſanc- 
tity of him whom they repreſent ; and are placed on 
each ſide, in a gradual aſcent, one riſing juſt above 
the other ; the high altar is empty, having behind 
it a dark ſpace. This is ſacred to a certain almighty 
being, to whom the other idols or demi-gods pre- 
ſent their prayers, whoſe friendſhip is for that end 
implored ; and by the vacant place, is myſtically 
meant his incomprehenſibility ; by the darkneſs, 
his inviſibility z ſo that, upon the whole, their 
principal worſhip ſeems to be directed to a ſove- 
reign, efficient, intellectual cauſe ; and they adore 
a predominant element. Our author ſays, that be- 
fore the arrival here of the jeſuits, the devil was 
wont to appear among many families, and was pub- 
lickly known to have carnal knowledge of the miſ- 
treſs, who was for that reaſon held more in eſteem. 
One thus impregnated, he ſays, who was a woman 
of quality, was brought to bed of two eggs, but 
dying before ſhe hatched them, her body, toge- 
ther with her twin iſſue, was carried in ſolemn 
proceſſion to a river, conſecrated to the fiend by 
whom ſhe was ſuppoſed to have been compreſſed, 
and flung into the deep part of the ſtream. The 
| ſhape of theſe incubii is generally human: they 
walk very peaceably about, doing no manner of 
harm, except promoting carnal copulation in 
thoſe families they chuſe to honour with their 
preſence; and, 


They can either ſex aſſume, or both; ſo ſoft 
And uncompounded is their eſſence pure; 

Nor tied nor manicled with joint or limb, 

Nor founded on the brittle ſtrength of bones, 
Like cumbrous fleſh; but in what ſhape they chuſez 
Dilated or condenſed, bright or obſcure ; 5 
Can execute their airy purpoſes, 

And works of love or enmity ful fil. 


Some- 
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Sometimes they chuſe to aſſume very horrid 
appearances, and not only frighten people out of 
their wits, but fly with them into the air, and 
perhaps daſh them down from ſome prodigi- 
ous height. Father Borri tells us, that he had 
once like to have been up with one of theſe miſ- 
ſhapen frolickſome apparitions, being armed with 
holy water, and Agnus Det's ; but the cunning 
devil tricked him, by turning ſhort down an un- 
expected corner ; leaving upon - the pavement 
three prints of his feet about two ſpans long, and 
each reſembling the marks of a cock's talons and 
ſpurs. However, the good father obſerves, that 
the ſpiritual world was impartial to theſe peo- 
ple, ſending them good angels as well as bad ; for 
to his knowledge the virgin Mary appeared in all 
her glory to ſome of them, adviſing them to be- 
come chriſtians : and another time ſome good an- 
gels, for the ſame pious purpoſe, copied the re- 
{ſemblance of him, and of father Buzome. Thus 
at the end of five years, the ſpace during which 
this miſſioner remained in Cochin China, chriſtian- 
ity daily gained ground in ſpite of oppoſition and 
perſecution, and ſeemed, at his departure, to be 
pretty well eſtabliſhed. 
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The Travels of Joun BAPTIST TA vRR= 
VN.IER, through Turkey, Perſia, and 
the Eaſt-Indies. 


CHART L 


Of Mr. Tavernier's various adventures, antecelent 
1 his ſetting out fer Perſia ; he deſcribes the cities 
of Polia, Scutari, and Toca} ; in danger of being 
ſtepped by the grand vizir; that miniſter's melancholy 
Fate; of the church of St. John Chryſoſtom ; ſome 
venturſome Armenians belonging to the caravan, 
robbed and murdered ; Erzerom deſcribed ; way of 
preſerving the eyes from the drifting ſnow ; of the 
three famous churches of Armenia; ftory of a prin- 
ceſs flung int? a pit full of ſerpents; of a buffale 
fight ; Erivan deſcribed. 


OHN Baptiſt Tavernier was a man of good 
) birth and education, naturally of a very inqui- 
ſitive diſpoſition, and fond of ſecing foreign coun- 
tries, in which he was indulged by his father; ſo 
that before he was twenty-two years old he had 
travelled thro' France, Flanders, Italy, Germany, 
Poland, Hungary, and England, being verſed in 
the languages of all thoſe different places. During „ 
this time he had been page to count Maul, the 111887 
viceroy of Hungary, and afterwards ſerved as in- 1 
terpreter at the imperial court, to the young prince 
of Mantua, by whom he was preferred to a com- 
pany of ordinance in the ſervice of the duke: 
but this charge he quitted after the ſiege of Man- 


tua, 
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tua, in which he had like to have loſt his life; and 


arriving at Ratisbon determined, thro' the perſua- 
ſion of a French jeſuit, to join the abbot de Chapes, 


brother to Marſhal d'Aumont and Mon. Liebau, 
on a journey which they intended to make to Con- 
Nantinople, from whence they propoſed to paſs in- 


to Syria. At Conſtantinople he waited eleven months 
for a caravan going to Perſia ; without which it is 
dangerous travelling, on account of the multipli- 
City of robbers that infeſt the roads : whereon there 
are caravanſeras or inns, in which travellers are 
ſupplied with ſuſtenance at the public expence; 
where theſe are wanting they generally repoſe them- 
ſelves under tents, which they carry with them 
for that purpoſe. | 

Croſſing over from Conſtantinople to Scutari, 
you purſue your way thro' Iſnich, thought to be 
the antient Nicea, the greateſt part of which city 
is inhabited by Jews, who deal conſiderably in 
corn and timber. It lies in a fine ſporting coun- 
try, the ſoil being fruitful; and from a ſeraglio 
erected here by one of the Amuraths, there is a 
fine proſpect both by ſea and land: from hence to 
Conſtantinople it is not more than ſeven or eight 
hours paſſage by water, provided there be a fair 
gale ; neither is it attended with any danger. 

The city of Polia or Polis, is inhabited moſtly 
by Jews; it lies at the foot of ſome very high 
mountaias, abounding with fir, and preſenting tor- 


rents of water on every hand, that ruſh with a 


pleaſing but irreſiſtable impetuoſity: over theſe 
there have been good roads made with vaſt labour 
and expence, by the indefatigable care of the vi- 
zir Cuprogli, who has extended theſe neceſſary im- 
provements as far as the gates of the capital of 
this prodigious empire. And theſe are the more 
to be admired, as the ſtones with which they are 
formed muſt have been fetched from a vaſt 3 
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being not at all natural to the place. On every ſide 
as you travel you may perceive burial places, cloſe to 
the roads, each grave having a marble pillar erected 
upon it, of which here are many variouſly coloured, 
that have been purloined from ruins, which, in 
times paſt, were parts of the chriſtian churches 
that hereabouts abounded. The graves of the men 
may be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the wo- 
men ; each being marked by the peculiar head- 
dreſs uſed by the ſex of the deceaſed ; as the tur- 
ban for a man, &c. theſe being hung either on 
poles or the pillars already taken notice of. And 
they are fixed near the high roads, in order that 
travellers may remember and pray for the ſouls of 
the deceaſed ; a cuſtom which the Turks have in 
common with the Roman catholics. 

Having paſſed by Amaſia, a large city in the 
neighbourhood of the Euxine ſea, and ſeveral 
other places of leſs note, our author tells us he 
arrived at Focat, where is manufactured fine blue 
Turkey leather, made of goat's fkin, It is the 
baiting-places'of all the eaftern caravans, and built 
at the foot of a mountain, round 'a great rock, 
which riſes in the midſt of it ; and exhibits, upon 
its top, a ſtrong fortreſs well garriſoned, which 
commands the adjacent country. The ſtreets are 
narrow, the houſes ill-contrived ; the inhabitants 
a mixture of Turks, to whom the city belongs, 
Jews, Greeks, and Armenians ; and theſe laſt in- 
habit round it for fourteen or fifteen leagues. The 
moſques of this place cut buta poor figure ; however, 
they were building one when Mr. Tavernier paſſed 
thro' here, which promiſed to be ſomething better 
than the reſt, There are private lodgings near the 
caravanſeras, where ſtrangers may live at a very 
moderate rate, and be ſupplied with every neceſ- 
ſary they ſtand in need of; nay, even with wine, 
& which the ſoil produces a very good ſort. __ 

this 
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this is a conveniency not to be met any where elſe 
on the road between Conſtantinople and Iſpahan. 
The Chriſtians, who are very numerous here, and 
for. the moſt part ſmiths, have twelve churches and 
an archbiſhop, under whom are ſeven ſuffrages. 
There is a good river at no great diſtance from the 
City, that waters a very fertile plain on the north 
ſide of it, and over it there is flung a handſome 
ſtone bridge. It is very cheap living in Tocat, 
and it is the only place in Aſia that produces plenty 
of ſaffron, which is the beſt commodity that can 
be carried hence to India, where it may be ſold 
ſometimes for fourteen or fifteen franks per pound, 
including the wax wherein it is made up, which 
ſometimes is equal in weight to the ſaffron. Ca- 
mels, in paſſing · thro' here with goods, pay each 
a quarter of a rix dollar, and a horſe half as much : 
thoſe that carry proviſions and paſſengers are per- 
mitted to go ſcot- free. This city is generally given 
as a jointure to the ſultaneſs dowager : it is go- 
verned by an aga and a cadi, under cognizance of 
a baſha, who. reſides at Sebaſtia, an antient ſpa- 
cious city, diſtant from hence three days journey. 

Leaving Tocat, they continued their journey to- 
wards a little village not far from Erzerom ; and 
here they met the grand vizier with.a train of 
four hundred men, returning from the chace : theſe 
filed off to the right and left, for the caravan to 
march thro' them; and the grand vizir took par- 
ticular notice of our author and his three com- 
panions, they being the only franks in company. 
He demanded of the caravan Bachi, whether they | 
were ſo or no? but was anſwered, that they were 
not franks ; of which he did not ſeem well ſatisfied ; |} 
and it is not improbable but, upon recollection, he 
might have ſent after and brought them back, be- 
ing fearful of their carrying intelligence into Perfia, 


againſt which kingdom he then waged war; how- 
| | every, 
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ever, he was cut ſhort in all his reſolutions that 
| ſame day, by a capigi, who waited at his lodgings 
to take off his head, by order of ſultan Amurath, 
which was accordingly executed. The occaſion 
of this ſeverity was, that the vizir had lately ſu- 
ſtained a defeat, which his ſublime highneſs could 
not cafily brook. 

At Charkliquieu, a large town, pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated two leagues from Tocat, the caravans always 
reſt, that the: Armenians may have an opportunity 
of laying 3 in a ſtock of wine, it being hereabouts ve- 
ry plenty. Two thouſand paces from the town there 
is a chamber with a table, and cupboard, and a 
gallery ſix feet long and three broad, all hewn 
out of a rock: they are ſaid to have been the work 
of St. John Chryſoſtom in his exile; and here is 
pointed out to you the impreſſion of a man's body 
on the ſtone, which is ſaid to have been the ſaint's 
bed. Here the Chriſtians pay their devotions, and 
the biſhops celebrate maſs, attended by ſeveral 
prieſts, each of whom holds a taper. On the de- 
ſcent of ſome high mountains not far from Chark- 
liquieu, three Armenians, who were pot-valiant, 
having drank too deeply, took it into their heads 
to venture ſome paces before the caravan ; but they 
had advanced a very ſmall way when they were at- 
tacked by ſix horſemen, who killed two of them 
with their half pikes, the third eſcaping among the 
rocks, and carried off their horſes and baggage, 
which were valued at 10,000 crowns, This rob- 
bery was committed in fight of the caravan, which 
could grant no aſſiſtance, the ways being narrow, 
ſteep, intricate, and rugged ; moreover the thieves, 
who were well acquainted with all the windings 
of theſe dangerous hills, were ſoon out of ſight. 
Accidents of this ſort are ſo common, that no per- 
ſon in his ſenſes will chuſe to leave the caravan a 
moment. 

| Two 
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- Two of their horſes dying as they entered the 
country of Kara-behir-beguiendren, were picked 
by a body of Tartars, who encamped here, and 
who ſeemed heartily pleaſed with this chance got- 
ten delicacy ; for they flead the fleſh from the bones, 
and clapped it under their ſaddles, to eat it as ap- 
petite ſhould demand; and one of them was ſeen 
to devour a pound or two of it very greedily, hav- 
ing firſt beaten it with a ftick between two dirty 
Jinen cloaths. 

The paſſages about the village of Zacaſſa are ſo 
narrow, that the camels and horſes are obliged 
to be unloaded, and carried for near thirty paces 
upon men's ſhoulders, At Chaauquea our author 
ſaw a man who was above one hundred and thirty 
years old, and who, together with his children, 
Was exempted from all taxes and impoſts, on ac- 
count of his having, for one day, ſupplied the 
whole army of Amurath with oats at the ſiege of 
Bagdad. At the Bitter mountain, or Aaggidogii, 
where the ways are again very narrow, the horſes 
and-camels are obliged to march one after another, 
and are counted, a certain toll being demanded for 
each ; one part of which pays the Armenians that 

travel with the caravan, by way of guard; angther 
part goes to defray the expences of the road4 and 
the reſt is aſſigned to the caravan Bachi. 
Before the caravan enters Erzerom, where one 
way or other it is forced to ſtop for twenty days, 
and ſometimes longer, it is met by an exciſe of- 
ficer, who, on every truſs and parcel, ties a cord, 
and impreſſes it with his ſignet, to binder the mer- 
chants from ſecreting any thing. At the end of the 
three days he removes theſe cords, to examine and 
rate the different articles, which one with another 
are taxed at ſix per cent. but ſilks, linens, and In- 
dian callicoes, pay at a much more extravagant rate. 


This officer makes a handſome ſum, by preſenting 
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to the merchants and travellers, accompanying the 
caravans, fruits and other refreſhments, for which 
he is generally handſomely requited ; and it is dan- 
gerous to refuſe him as many bottles of wine as 
he chuſes to aſk for, tho' you. yourſelf ſhould be 
ever ſo ill provided therewith. 

Erzerom 1s one of the frontier towns of Turkey, 
bordering on Perſia; it ſtands at the end of a 
plain, over which are {cattered ſome pretty villages ; 
and feveral mountains riſe at an advantageous di- 
{tance, almoſt on every fide. The houſes are of 
wood, neither neat nor well-proportioned. On p 
the road between this town and Conſtantinople 
Mr. Tavernier once met with a capigi, who car-- 
ried in his bag the head of the baſha of Erzerom 
and of Kars, taken for omiſſions of duty: and 
theſe, out of his great civility, he inſiſted upon pull - 
ing out, and ſhewing to the travellers. Here is an 
inconſiderable fortreſs, within the walls of which 
are twenty-four good pieces of cannon, ready, up-- 
on occaſion, to be tranſported into Perſia, The 
air of Erzerom is cold, and the wine poor and 
hungry. However, ſuch as it is the people are 
ſtrictly forbid to drink of it, and it cannot be pur- 
chaſed otherwiſe than clandeſtinely, for fear of 
the cadi, or judge. The ſoil is ſo very fertile, 
that barley ſprings up there, and ripens in forty 
days; wheat in ſixty. The banks of the rivers 
Kars and Aras are inhabited wholly by Chriſtians, 
of whoſe impurity the Turks are ſo convinced. 
that they will not waſh in the ſame ſtream with 
them, leſt they ſhould be defiled. There are 
particular wells and ciſterns, which they keep for 
their own uſe, and will not permit a Chriſtian to 
come near. - 

The next remarkable ſtage of the caravan, is 
Halicareara ; where, by reaſon. of the deepneſs of 
the ſnow, it being the beginning of March 1055s 

they 
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they were forced to halt for eight days; and might 
have done ſo much longer, had not an officer from 
Erzerom, attended by five hundred horſemen, ap- 
peared to their reſcue, and ordered the country 
people to cut paſſes for them. This he found a 
conſiderable account in, being well recompenſed 


for his trouble, which he was at this time leſs ſpar- 


ing of than ever, becauſe he was to be ſuperceded 
on the 22d. Continually gazing upon the ſnow is 
very hurtful to the fight, for which reaſon travel- 
lers generally veil themſelves with black cypreſs 


hoods, or furred bonnets, fringed with long ca- 


mels hair, which prevents its effects from becom- 
ing ſo dangerous. 


At fort Kaguiſcan they were met by a Chriſtian | 


biſhop, and fifteen or ſixteen of his flock, who 
brought them bread, fowl, and fruit, and were 
well paid for their trouble: they expected and 
Wanted it, for they were very poor. A few months 


afterwards a janizary ſtruck out the eye of this 


dignified eccleſiaſtic with a knife, becauſe he re- 
fuſed him an alms; and indeed he had it not to 
give. The aga was well inclined to puniſh the 
offender, but he made his eſcape; and the only 
comfort of the biſhop was, that he was an inno- 
cent ſufferer. 

Entering Perſia thro' Armenia you _ by the 
three churches, a tew leagues from Erivan : one 
of them is dedicated to St. Gregory, to whom the 
Armenian chronicles ſay, that our Saviour appeared 
fitting upon a ſtone table, preſerved there to this 
day, and greatly reverenced by travellers. This 
church, they alſo affirm, was built about the third 
century; but it could not be finiſhed in many years, 
becauſe when it was run up to a good height, the 
devil took it in his head every night to demoliſh 


what had been raiſed in the day- time, till at length 


our 
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eur Saviour himſelf put him perſonally to flight, 
and the church was completed ſhortly after. 

Another of theſe churches is dedicated to a cer- 
tain princeſs, who came hither on a viſit to St. 
Gregory, attended by forty virgins. They were 
all put to death by a king of Armenia, whoſe de- 
fires they refuſed to gratify ; and the princeſs her- 
ſelf being flung into a pit full of ſerpents, lived 
there fourteen years without receiving the ſlighteſt 
harm. The ſerpents of this country have been 
ever ſince without venom. The patriarch of Ar- 
menia reſides here; his yearly revenue is more than 
600,000 crowns, all which he generally expends 
among the poor Armenians, otherwiſe they could 
not pay the tribute required of them by the Ma- 
hometans ; whoſe belief, in caſe of failure, they 
would be forced to adopt. This revenue is raiſed 
by exacting from the rich Chriſtians five ſous a 
head; and by theſe means the poor are aſſiſted 
by the rich, who would otherwiſe, it is not un- 
likely, overlook them. Under this patriarch are 
forty-ſeven archbiſhops, each of whom lives in a 
convent with four or five inferior biſhops, and ſe- 
veral monks, who, having ſaid maſs, apply them- 
ſelves to digging and cultivating the earth for a 
livelihood, 

Here our traveller on his return ſaw a poor de- 
formed emaciated monk, releaſed from a penance 
of ſilence, which he had laboured under for twenty- 
two years. He was alſo invited with many other 
people to dine with the patriarch, it being carni- 
val, the entertainment conſiſting of ſeveral diſhes, 
among which were fine trout, and platters of pil- 
law, each a ſufficient load for one man, was ſerved 
up in a long gallery; at the upper end of which, 
in a place ſuperior to his gueſts, fat the patriarch 
and ſeveral of his archbiſhops, who only fed upon 
eggs and raw herbs ; ſix btſhops attended to 1 

eact 
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each of the gueſts to pillaw and other meats ; and 
by every man's plate was ſet a pitcher of excellent 
wine, which was repleniſhed when emptied. A 
paper, pens, and ink, were handed about after 

dinner, when every gueſt ſet down his name, and 
wrote oppoſite to it a certain ſum by way of alms, 
which was to be collected in church the follow- 
ing Sunday. Melons and fruits were brought laſt 
by the biſhops, and then the bell ringing to even- 
ing prayers they withdrew, 

The ſervice being ,over there was a combat of 
eight buffaloes, which were provoked to fight by 
waving among them a red cloth, that being a co- 
lour that irritates them extremely ; ; two of them 
were killed, and the reſt very much lamed ; for 
they fought with extreme fury. There was a wide 
area encloſed on purpoſe for this ſport, and it be- 
ing ended, the biſhop, attended by the eccleſiaſtics 
and moſt of his gueſts, each carrying a taper of 
white wax, advanced to a large pile .of wood, 
which they ſet on fire, in remembrance, ſay they, 
of certain fires which the people of Jeruſalem made 
at the preſentation of the child Jeſus in the temple. 
Theſe tapers are ſuppoſed to have the virtue of al- 
ſuaging ſtorms and preventing ſhipwrecks ; and as 
it is deemed a particular honour to be the firſt to 
light the pile, they endeavour to purchaſe the of- 
fice by making preſents to the biſhop : that he 
who bids moſt is the man choſen, no body will pre- 
tend to queſtion. This church appears very rich, 
inſomuch that one muſt be ſurprized that ſo much 
wealth is let to remain in a Chriſtian place of wor- 
ſhip, under a. Mahometan government. On the 
choir and floor was ſpread a rich tapeſtry, and the 
ſides were hung round with gold tiſſue. There 

were a croſs and fix golden candleſticks upon the 
altar, with one of ſilver upon each of the ſteps, 


to the. number of four. The book of the 9 
uſe 
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uled in the celebration of the maſs, was very richly 
bound; and on one fide of it were two relicks 
covered with a piece of fine chryſtal. | | 

The lance which pierced the ſide of our Saviour, 
and ſaid to have been brought hither by St. Mat- 
thew, is preferved in a church, which, together 
with the pillars that ſupport it, are hewn out of 
a hard rock ſtanding by the fide of a lake, ten 
leagites north from Erivan, Five leagues to the 
S. E. is mount Ararat, the reſting place of Noah's 
ark, and near it a church with ſeveral deep pits, 
into one of which St. Gregory was thrown, by 
the king of Armenia's order, for refuſing to con- 
form to paganiſm. 

The ruins of the antient Artaxate lie contiguous, 
and the remaitis of a fine palace ſhew that it was 
formerly a grand city. 

Erivan lies between 40 and 41 degrees of ſouth 
lat. in a plentiful country, and it yields a large re- 
venue to the king of Perſia ; it is ſaid to be worth 
20,000 tomans yearly to the governor, Who tyran- 
nizes much over the Armenian inhabitants, but is 
very civil to ſtrangers, and is obliged to bear the 
expences of foreign ambailadors touching here. 
It is a new city, watered on the W. by a rapid 
ſtream, croſſed by a bridge of three arches, in 
which are contrived cooling grottos, to W hich; in 
the heat of the day, the governor retires. The 
old city has been ruined by its variety of fortune, 
having been often taken by the Turks, and re- 
taken by the Perſians. The walls, as well as moſt | 
of the houſes, are built of ear th, and liable to 
more damage from rain than from cannon. Here 
the Armenian Chriſtians have four churches, 3 
handſome monaſtery and a convenient inn. The 
place is far from being ſtrong, being commanded 
by the neighbouring hills, 
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Of the balitation of Noah ofter the fl:rd, and the 
re/ling place of the ark ; of the village of Shambe, 
where perple go mad at aghteen years eld, of the 


manufacture of ſhagreen if - 3 of the vani'y of a_ 


mo lah or monk of Perſia; of a certain pitrif,'ng 
witer 3 of pilgrimaging to the tim! of Sha- ſafi; 
of a fight between tos bulls called Mahomet path 
Haly ; of the hoſpitality of the goveruor; his bar- 
baruus death; and why. 


EAvVING Erivan, and going on towards Tan; 


ris, you paſs by a rivulet, the waters of which 
are of a petrifying quality. They are ſweet and 
well-taſted, yet the natives will neither drink of 
nor yet uſe them to refreſh the earth} Trenches 


dug for the paſſage of this water, are in nine or 
ten months turned into ſtone ; which is ſerviceable. 


in the neighbouring buildings. 

Nakſivan lies at the foot of mount Ararat, three 
leagues from the reſting place of the ark; here, if 
the Armenians are to be believed, Noah lived for 
many years after the flood ; and 'they point you 
ont the grave of him and his wife, at Marante. 
That it was a place of ſome note appears from the 
many rr ned. moſques ſcattered up and down ; for 
the Turks and Perſians, being different ſectaries, 
tho' all Mahometans in general, never ſpare the 
places of each others particular worſhip. Sha-Ab- 
bas king of Perſia, ſent 27,000 families out of this 
country into Guilam, where moſt of them periſhed 
under the inclemencies of the climate, He did this 
to prevent the gr ound from being in order of culti- 
vation, when the Turks, with whom he was at war, 


invaded it, whom he thus hoped to ſtarve. 
Between 
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Between Nakſivan and Zulfa are certain domi- 
nican convents, the monks of which lead very ri- 
id and abſtemious lives, feeding only upon ve. 
getables; they are governed by an archbiſnop, who 
acknowledges the authority of the pope, from whom 
he receives his pall. They ſhew certain relics of 
St. Matthew and Bartholomew, who were martyred 
hereabouts ; the virtues of which are greatly tatked : 
of, even by the Mahometans, who repair to them 
to be cured of fevers. At the bottom of a neigh- - 
bouring mountain, reſembling the pike of Tene- 
riff, there guſhes out a {mall rill of waters, which 
kills all ſerpents that it touches, and cures people 
affected by their bite. On the top of a hill which 
you go over, when you have paſled the river Aras, 
. there is a ferry, you find a village called 
Shambe, the natives whereof, both male and fe- 
male, become mad, tho' to no miſchievous degree, 
at eighteen years of: age. This diſorder is a judgment 
inflicted on them by God, for having perſecuted 
the ſaints Matthew and Bartholomew: fo ſay the 
prieſts. 

Abont a league farther on is the church of vec * 
Stephen, built of free-ſtone, in form of a croſs, 
as are all the churches of Armenia: a dome riſes 
in the middle, round which are placed twelve 
images, repreſenting the twelve apoſtles. Here, 
among other relics, they ſhew a box, containing 
many bones of the ſeventy-two diſciples, the hand of 
St. Gregory, who was ſcholar to St. Dionyſius the 
Areopagite ; a piece of the finger, and one of the 
neck- bones of St. John Baptiſt ; the ſcull of St. 
Matthew); and a croſs made of the veſel, in which 
the ſon of God waſhed the feet of his diſciples; 
in the middle of this croſs is a white ſtone that 
turns black, in caſe a ſick paſon, rpon whom 
it is laid, ſhould be in canger of death; but 
i afterwards recovers its former colorr. Alcut 
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half a- league from this place is a ſpring, Which 


roſe firſt — upon St. Matthew's touch- 
ing tlie ground with his ſtuff. The water of it is 


conveyed to the convent by pipes; and greatly re- 


verenced by the Armenians. Our auther dined 


here with: ſome! Armenian: biſhops; who, before 
dinner; preſented Him candied citron and orange, 


and a bumper of aquavitæ as a provocative to ap- 


petite: and it onght to be remarked of theſe people, 
that both men and women will tipple very heartily. 


The ſame evening he ſaw. them inter the body of 


a:biſhop, wrapt in a linen cloth, into whoſe hands 


they put a ſcrole of paper, wherein were theſe 
words written, I come from the pang to him 
I return.“ 


Now Mr. Tavernier began to find it ſafe 'travel- 


ling; for if a robbery is committed the governor” 


3s, obliged to make recompence for it; neither are 


the goods in Perſia over-haled and tumbled, when 


duties are exacted, as is practiſed in Turkey. Keep- 

ing by the banks of the Aras; he at length arrived 
at Aſtabat, a neat and plentiful city, famous for 
the root ronas; a dye which gives that beautiful 


red, ſo much admired in the callicoes of India. 
Having croſſed the mountains of the Medes, which 


are well watered, and produce plenty of corn, you 


deſcend into a naked open plain, whereon ſtands 


the city of Tauris, ſurrounded on every ſide by 
hills, except to che weſtward; Tauris lies in 385 


20“. The houſes are not above one or two — 


high; they are built of brick with terraſes and 
tops; the roof being of earth and chopt te 
white-waſhed over with lime. Here are ſome good 
inns, and ſeveral market ' houſes filled with goods, 
and peculiar to different trades, as to ſmiths, tur- 
ners, goldſmiths, weavers, &c. The chief trade 
of the place conſiſts in ex ports of ſilk, aquavitæ, 
wine, various ſorts of handicraft gc ods, and ſha- 
| 2 green 
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green ſkins, which are made out of the binder 
Parts of the ſkins of aſſes, mules, and hor ſes; but 

the aſſes' {kin affords the beſt grain for this ma- 
nufacture: almoſt all the Per ſians wear ſhoes and 
boots of this leather. Here are to be ſeen the 
ruins of ſeveral ſtately ediſices, and four :or :five 
moſques, one of which was very fine, but neg- 
Jetted by the people as having belonged to the- 
followers of Omar, Who was a heretic. The walls 
of it have been well painted, and ſtill exhibit many 
letters of gold and azure in the Arabian tongue. 
The cupolas, of which there are two, are carved 
in the ſhape of a Perſian turban : the gate of this 
moſque is cut out of a tranſparent ſtone, twenty feet 
high, four wide, and twelve broad. The inſide 
of it is embaſſed with flowers, ftars, and other 
figures, finely and varionfly figured. [FR 
Mirza Ibrahim, who was, in Mr. Tavernier's time, 
governor of the province, being fond of learning, and 
| wnfpired with an eager thirſt af knowledge, was 
well-efteemed by the people, whom the mildneſs 
of his rule pleaſed ; as well-as beloved by his king, 
Whoſe revenues he had conſiderably encreaſed. It 
1. was he that ſettled à convent of capuchins here 
under Gabriel de Chinon, a very learned friar, in 
whoſe converſation he was much delighted, and 
to whom he committed the care of his childrens 
5 education, but that immediately under his own eys. 
It is a caſtom, not only here but in all the cities of 
Per ſia, to give notice of the ſun's ſetting, by ſounding 
many trumpets, beating the drums, and other noiſe. 
q On the top of a neighbouring hill, there is a bridge 
fifty paces long; it was the work of a Mollah; who 
knowing that Sha Abbas, the firſt of that name was 
je 0 paſs that way, built it, that he might have the 
honour of addreſſing that monarch ; which. deſign 
be knew no other way to fulfil than by raiſing 
Q 3 - fore- 
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ſomething to excite a curioſity, which none bat 
"Himſelf could gratify : he ſucceeded ; Sha Abbas 
- ſpoke to him; and it was matter of boaſt for the 
mollah, during the reſt of his life. When Amu- 
-rath burned Tauris, and was about to penetrate 
farther into Perſia, Sha Abbas, by turning the 
ſtreams that watered: the roads by which he muſt 
have paſſed, ruined his army and obliged him to 
retreat. Several ſmall ſtreams riſe out of a gradu- 
ally aſcending hill, near the little city of Tokori- 
am, which encreaſe in their progreſs, and the earth 
compoſing the channels' through which they run, 
are of two diſtin& ſpecies; the one being lime, 
the other a thin ſpungy ſtone covering another 
-that is clear as cryſtal, which appears to be no 
more than a congelation of water, as many inſects 
and reptiles are often found herein enſhrined. Our 
author brought a camel's load of theſe ſtones into 
France, and offered 1000 tomans for one encloſing 
2 ard, which the governor had bought for 300 
;tomans, and would not part with, intending it as 
a preſent to Sha Abbas. 
A few leagues from Tauris lies Ardevil, a city 
famous for its ſilk trade, and to which people 
come from all parts of Perſia in pilgrimage to the 
tomb of Sha Sefi, renowned for his ſanctity. 
It lies in the choir of a very fine moſque, being 
an octagonal wooden cheſt, beautifully carved 
and inlaid; it is covered with crimſon ſatin, em- 
-broidered with gold and filver, and vermilioned 
Jamps, with gteat wax tapers, which are never 
illumined but on great feſtivals. * Here are many 
other tombs of curious workmanſhip, in exa- 
mining which, the virtuoſi would be much de- 
dighted. They are covered with rich ſilks, and 
the domes are finely adorned with moſaic, gold, 
and uzure. - It is one of the greateſt thoroughtares 


between Conltantinople and Smyrna. Not far 2 
N. | ies 


i 


: TAVERNIER. 295 
Hes a ſpacious, but ill-built mahometan city, called 
Caſbin, where grow the belt piſtachio-nuts in the 


world, upon trees, reſembling in ſixe a walnut- 


tree of a year old. 

Paſſing by the cities of Sultania, Sexava, <a 
Sava, where there is one of the moſt. commodious 
inns in Perſia, you reach the great city of Com; 
at the entrance, after croſſing a ſtone- bridge, 
you turn to the right, and paſſing over a good 
quay, come to your inn. The foil produces 
plenty of rice, and excellent. fruits, particularly 
pomegranates of good flavour. The walls and 
houſes of. Com are only built of earth; and bur 
: poorly adorned. There 'is a large moſque here- 
in, which is the tomb of Sidi Fatima, and many 
others held by the people in great veneration. 

Here our author ſaw a fight between two bulls, 
one of Which was called Haly, and the other Ma- 
homet. Matters were ſo managed by the maſters 
of theſe beaſts, that the latter was vanquiſhed to 
the great joy of the people, who are followers of 
Haly, whom from this victory they proclaimed the 
favourite of God. Haly the bull, after the fight, 
was brought to the gate of the encloſure wherein 
he had fought, and his head being turned to the 
people, he was rubbed down and refreſhed ; while 
every body ſent him preſents, which was divided 
by the people who owned him, among themſelves. 

The governor's gift was 750 crowns ; he had 
been a ſpectator of the combat on horſeback, at- 
tended by 200 men, finely mounted and ca pariſon- 
ed. He was a man of much politeneſs, and per 
ceiving our author and his companion were 81 
gers, he ſent for them, aſked them many pertinent 
queſtions; and, when he diſmiſſed them, gave 
them ſome refreſhments, as four bottles of good 


wine, ſix melons, and other choice delicacies. He 


was afterwards put to a very ſevere death at Iſpa- 
bo 4 Ean, 
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ban, for having leyied a tax upon fruit, to defray 
'the charge of rebuilding the Walls, withour previ: 
ouſly demanding the fopal licence to that end. 
Being brought n chains to court, the king cauſed 
him to be expoſed to the people at one of the 
gates of the palace, and then his own fon, who 
attended his majeſty, in quality of beaxer of his 
pipe and robaceo, a moſt honourable employ 
ment, was commanded to pluck off his muftachios, 
cut off his noſe aud his ears, to put out his eyes, 
and then to cut off his head. This ſon was after- 
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joined together by a wall fifty feet high, and thirty 


feet thick, it was erected by Sha Abbas, to make 


2 receptacle for the waters falling from the moun- 
tains, which can be diſperſed over the plains of 
Cochan by a ſluice. Two hours journey beyond 


this is a village about half a league long, through 


the midſt of whick runs a river, that make it a 
very diſagreeable place in winter; the houſes are 
built of flint-ſtones, and but one ſtory high. 
'Fhere are very lofty mountains on every ſide, where - 
on grow fine walnuts ; but the neighbour hood, 
as well here as in many other parts of Perſia, is 
much infeſted with jaccalls, that make a melan- 
eholy howling in the night; and, if one of them 
begins to cry, the reſt are ſure to join the chorus. 
We ſhall here conclude this chapter, and follow our 
author in his progreſs from Smyrnæ to Iſpahan;, 
wing his route thro? Natolia, 


E. HAP. HE 


4 deſcription of Smyrna. Of the ruins of Epheſus. 
Crvility of the governor of Caramania ; the ſur- 
priſing riſe of Mahomet Ali-beg, the hazas „ or 
maſter of the king of Perſia's houſh:ld ; his great 
humility ; his triumph over the malice of his ene. 
mies; a remarkable inſtance of his juſtice. 


MYRNA is one of the moſt flouriſhing: ports 
in the Levant, the trade of it is very conſider- 


able; it lies at an equal diſtance between Sardis: - 


and Epheſus, i in wh 37* ſome odd minutes. It is 
built in form of an amphitheatre, on the' ſide of a 
hill, but from the middle to the rop is nninha- 
bited ; ; and from the ſtately ruins every where to- 
be ſeen, it may be eaſily conjectured to have been 
once much more beautiful than at preſent. Here: 
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are the remains of a lofty caſtle, and of an amphi- 


theatre, wherein St. Polycarp is faid to have been 
expoſed to lions; this building was not an exact 
amphitheatre, being open to the ſea The Turks 
have carried away many of the ſtones of it to 
build a fort at the mouth of che gulph two leagues 

below the city; and this fort all the ſhips are ob- 
liged to ſalute; it was once intended to have taken 
ſtones for it from the tombs of the Jews and Chri- 
{titans which lie buried hereabouts, but that deſign 
was at length laid aſide, out of reſpect to the dead. 
Some years ſince the Ottoman fleet having been beaten 
in the Archipelago, by the Venetians, then at war 
with the Turks, the grand ſignior, to make head 
againſt them, would willingly have hired, at any price, 
the Engliſh and Dutch traders then in the ſeveral parts 
of his dominions. There were many of them at that 
time in the harbour of Smyrna, who, upon hear- 
ing the propoſition, turned out to ſea, for fear 
they ſhould be compelled to enter into a ſervice, 
thar they could by no means think of voluntarily. 
The grand vizier, nettled at this conduct, imme- 
diately ordered the fortreſs aforeſaid to be erect- 
ed, in the narroweſt part of the channel, and the 
cannons of it being quite level with the water, were 
able to command every ſhip that paſſed. . Yet here 
were his deſigns fruſtrated, the foreign ſhips have 
never ſince ventured fo bigh, but rather keep out 
to the feaward; and, conſequently, beyond the 
reach of. the fort. 

The Engliſh merchants have dug up ſeveral fine 
ſtatues among the ruins af this place ; theſe the 
Turks disfigure wherever they can find them. Our 
author paid a round price for a well-proportioned 


toe, cut from a hard white ſtone; from the fize 


it-could not have belonged to a ſlatue leſs in big- 
neſs than the Rhodian coloſſus. The Turks, 
Greeks, Jews and Armeni: ans. live in the upper 
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part of the town ; in the lower part, near the' 
ſea, the Engliſh, French, Dutch and Italians, * 
In our author's time, the number of Turks in 
Smyrna, were ſaid to be 60,000, and they had fif- 
teen moſques; of Greeks 15000, who had two 
churches, beſides an old one near the ſea; of 
Armenians, who had but one church; 8000 ; and 
of Jews, who had ſeven ſynagognes, near 7000. 
The Europeans are generally diſtinguiſhed here by* | 
the name of Franks; and every different nation 
has its conſul. The French have two vice- con- 
ſuls, one of whom reſides at Scalanova, the other 
at Chio; the former of theſe is a good haven two 
leagues beyond Epheſus; the latter one of the 
largeſt iſlands in the Archipelago; but no goods 
are now allowed to be unladed at either of theſe 
places, becauſe the trade of the city would be 
taereby hurted. The foil about Smyrna is very 
fertile, particularly in oyl and wine; the ſea yields 
plenty of fine fiſh; and the country abounds with 
game of all ſorts; inſomuch, that the fineſt red 
partridges are ſold for three pence a piece and for 
leſs. To the northward, about half a league from 
the city, are ſome good ſalt pits, to Which there 
are pleaſant walks, extending along the ſea- ſide; 
and here many people take the air in ſummer even- 
ings ; ; nor'is there any need of a janizary to ſecure * 
one's ' perſon, as in moft other parts of Turkey; 
for their vaſt commerce has contributed much 
to civilize the people. Wore it not for the ſea- 
breeze, which riſes about ten in the morning, and 
continues till evening, the ſummer heats would be 
very intolerable ; and when theſe breezes fail; the in- 
habitants ſeverely feel the want of them ; the plague 
generally rages here once a year, but not with ta 
vaſt havock, Which it has bee: known to make i- 
other places. It ĩs very probable, that the'hegle 
of ae the ſtanding-pools, which are formed 
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by. the winter's filth, contributes much to 
ſtrengthen that terrible diſorder; which the Turks 
never avpid, being all predeſtingfians. It reigns 
in May, June, or July, but is ſucceeded. by a ma- 
lignant fever in September or October, ſtill more 
Br in it's e eck. B | 

There is no baſhaw at Smyrna; civil affairs are 
conducted by a judge, or cady, who is very careful 
in his behaviour, as be may be diſplaced by a tri- 


to the myfti at, Conſtantinople, which is, very near. 
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pe of which has two good apartments, the walls 
and. payerent of the beſt. being of. marble, it 2 
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be inferred, that it was once a ſpacious town. 
Near. one of its gates ſtood the fampus temple of 
Diana, the portal of which, together with the vaults. 
of its arches, are ſtill intire, though the latter is 
choaked up with rabbiſh. Four ar. five: tumbled: 
columns are ſeęn at a little diſtance, and a foun- 
tain two feet deep, and ten in diameter. Oonti- 


guous to another gate there is a large ſtone, ſeven 


or eight feet ſquare, with an emboſſed figure of 
that Curtius, who, to fave his country, leaped in- 
to the gaping, earth: conſiderable ſums. have been. 
offered for the purchaſe of it, but the removal will 
not be permittted. Five hundred paces from the 
city, at the bottom of the hill, whereon it was built, 
is the grotto of the Seven Sleepers. 

Scalanpva is two leagues from Epheſus, and near 
it the river that runs by the latter falls into the ſea; 
here axe always many boats fiſhing for fturgeon; of 
the entrails and ſpawn of which, dried in the 


ſmoke, and otherwiſe, prepared, is made careare, 
2 lenten fare, greatly eſteemed by the Greeks, bo 
axe very rigid faſters. At this port they lay. one 


night, and were very civilly entertained: by the: go» 
vernor; the next day they ſet out on their retun 
to Epheſus; ſtopping aboht noon to dine under 
the ſhade of a ſolitary moſque, that ſtood oppor- 
tunely in the road: here they had ſcarcely. laid out 
their proviſions, with a; boracchio of wine, and 
another of water, before they perceived two ills 


looking janizaries approach, whereupon the wine 


was immediately hid; for the intention of theſe 
fellows. was evidently. to quarrel, for which, they 
would have ſome grounds had they found our tra- 
vellers drinking wine in a place deemed ſacred, and 


the crime would have been enhanced bx the ſeaſon, 


it being the ramadan, or Turkiſh lent. However, 
they prevented them from uttering much abuſe, by 
aſſuring them ĩt was water they drank, preſenting 
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one of them to a glaſs of it for a taſte, and at 
the ſame time, hinting, by a wink, that there was 
fee intended, fo that the fellows became more civil ; 
however, the company was obliged to attend them 
to the cady, where eight ducats, properly flipped 
into the hand of one of the witneſſes, fo effectu- 
ally ſecured them, that nothing appeared againſt | 
them, to the no ſmall regret of the magiſtrate, who 
had at firſt reviled them ſeverely : however, before 
he diſmiſſed them, he treated them with coffee, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the country ; and his 
lieutenant, as they were going out, hinting that 
he was but newly come into power, and a ſmall 
gratuity would content him, was preſented with 
twenty- five ducats, in which, it is very likely he 
went halves. The occaſion of this trouble Was, 
that one of their ſervants had beaten a janizary 
belonging to the conſuls, for being ſaucy ; and the 
fellow, out of revenge, informed againſt them for 
drinking wine in a moſque, which he had known 
them do before, and rightly imagined they would 
repeat. But he paid dearly for his impertinence, 
being, upon complaint, diſcharged from the con- 
ſul's ſervice, in which he was not only exempt from 
military duty i in war, but was alſo in the way of 
receiving many preſents from the merchants on 
new year's day, and other feſtivals. 

On the evening before a carravan ſets out from 
Smyrna to Tocat, the perfons who are to compoſe 
it, meet at Pongarbachi, a village about two leagues 
from the former city; from whence they proceed, 
having provided themſelves with all neeeſſaries, and 
make the journey in thirty-five days; though our 
author was once thirty-eight days in making it. At 
that time he was robbed near Taquibar of ſome 
bales of fine woot, which were cunningly cut out 
of his tent in the night, being miſtaken for a much 
better booty. I bis, he ſays, is the only place pe | 


YE, 
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all the wil in which a man ſtands in danger'of 
thieves 3 thoſe that are here being extremely dexter-_ 
ous. The ſort of woot now ſpoken of is very 
ſcarce ;. it grows upon the ſheep of  Caramania, 
which ſpontaneouſly ſhed it at a certain time of the 
year, and it is gathered and manufactured by the- 
gauri, or worſhippers of fire; of it they make fine 
ſerges, veils, and girdles ; it is generally of a deep 
 aſh-colour, but ſome of it is white ; this latter is 
very rare, and appropriated to the aſe of the mufti 6 
the mollahs, and other lawyers, who make there- 
with white girdles and vails, 1 2 their ws 
vourite colour. | | 

The governor of Caramania was very kind to 
our author, and permitted him to purchaſe ſo much 
wool, that the inhabitants began to complain they 
mould not have enough for their own people 0 

manufacture. From this governor he received a 
mule worth an hundred crowns by way of preſent, 
and to him he ſold many jewels, among which was 
a diamond for the handle of his dagger, worth 
800 crowns. There was alſo a young nobleman 
here, who treated Mr. Tavernier with great reſpect, 
and Who gave him a very high priced Perſian horſe, 
in return for a carabine, a pair of piſtols, and a mall 
watch; for all which he would take no money. 
While he remained here, the gauri ſupplied him 
with plenty of fine pullers, pigeons, bread, and 
wine, by the governor's eſpecial order; the wines 
is very delicious, and more ſo, becauſe the grapes 
are carefully divided from the ſtalks, before they: 
are committed to preſs. There are few things 
remarkable in the city of Caramania, beſides: a 
manufacture of earthen ware, nearly reſembling” 
porcelaine, and a large houſe with good gardens, - 
upon which the laſt khan or governor had lavithed: 

vaſt ſums of money. 1 
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From this city to Hpahan, the journey on horſe- 
back takes up twenty-five days; and on the mid - 


way, in the middle of a fandy plain over which a 


traveller muſt be guided, ſtands a large town called 
Yead; there is ſome goad ſoil in the neighbour- 
hood, which produces melons, grapes, and other 
fruits. Of the grapes they make a dried confec- 


tion, being forbidden the uſe' of wine, and they 


dye their nails red with rofſe-water, and a liquor 


diſtilled from a root called hina. Here are many 


large warehouſes and manufactures of cottons, fu- 
perfine ſerges, gold and ſilver ſilks, &c. the wo- 
men of this city are the handſomeſt in all Perſia ; 
ſtve Or. ſix, of that ſex, who are public dancers, 
perform. at every great feaſt ; nor will their conver- 
ſation be found leſs agreeable than their beauty is 
tempting, and their exhibition entertaining, This 
is ſet forth in a Perſtan proverb, which ſays, 
„that he that would live happily muſt eat the 


* bread of Yetzdecas, drink the wine of Schiras, 


and enjoy a woman of Yezd.” 

At every evening's ſtage, all along the road is 
found: a caravanſera, with a. ciſter n of good Water, 
a.mokt excellent and uſeful refreſhment in ſo dry 
aud barren a: country. Fheſe were erefted by 
Mahomet Alibeg, nazar, or grand maſter of the 
king's treaſury and houſhold, whoſe: prudence, li- 
herality, generoſity, and many uncommon. virtues, 
made him the object of almoſt univerſal eſteem. 

Mahomet, who in his younger years was a. goat- 
herd, happening to tend his flock, on a mountain, 
aver which Sha. Abbas purſued the chaſe; chance led 
that monarch. to ask him ſome queſtions; his an- 
ſwers were ſo pertinent, preciſe, and ſtrong, that 
ke was ordered to court ; where, in the courſe of 
2 liberal educatien, he manifeſted ſo much ſolidity, 
perſpicuity, and judgment, that Sha- Abbas. did 
pot doubt bur be would prove ag excellut ſervant 
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He yas hot deceived. in his conjecture; he ęentruſt- 
£4 bim With ſeveral conſiderable employments. 
abopwet in _ Fade himſelf with great Ade- 
wp, and { eee 5 addreſs. He was, twice appDint· 
or telt EN Mogol; his nęgotiati - 
090 ED wond 4e5eſohul; and the moge Jo, 
aß he Was 1 igidly.bumble, aud in- 
prior either to faftery, or he conta- 
gion of corruption. 

Such a phenomenqn of merit, could not fail pf 
railing many enemies in a court ,over-Fun, with eu- 
nuchs and women; yet, they did not dare to ſhew 
their Plerp during the life of Sha Abbas, whoſe 
opt 0p of his treaſurer was not leſs than he de- 
ſerved. That monarch was ſucceeded by his grand- 
ſon. Sha Sell, whoſe youth laid him open to inſi- 
nugtion; it Was a long while, indeed, before they 
Huld. implar nt in his mind any ſuſpicion of Maho- 
| met integrity; but one day, when he was enga- 
65 in examining his jewels, an attending gungch 
e that none of them were comparable.to the 


00 


15 6 eee a ſcymitar received by Sha 
WHATS pre Heat fon. 45 grand ſignior. The 
,oparch ralt deſired to ſee It; the treaſury was 


{carched for.it in 1 yet it was found regiſtered 
in the book of preſents. It was then Mahomet 
WAS af. in the moſt infamous light; his 
aa icent pal Faces the many Public Kalke he had 
d, either for general convenience, or for pub- 

lie ornaments, were urged as ſo many inſtances of 
rapaciouſneſs and diſhoneſty. . young king, 
who loved him, and had ſenſe engugh to know his. 
fan worth, was much troubled. The ſuppoſed de- 
ae entering at the ſame time, was received with 
105 nuſual haughtineſs, ſharply reprimanded about the 
cymitar, and ordered to prepare the treaſury for 
royal review in fifteen days. The e v * 
moved, de upd | the examination. might be : 
E 
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next morning; and inſiſted upon it, when Sha 
Sefi again offered him fifteen days wherein to get 
it ready. His majeſty, at length, conſented to 
make the viſit next morning; and found, that the 
order in which it was kept, was a further illuſtra- 
tion of the treaſurer's character; the jewels that 
were miſſing, had been by Sha Abba's particular 


order, taken from the ſcymitar, and otherwiſe dif- 


. -1 


poſed of, as was. proved to Sha Sefi's ſatisfaction, 
- the evening before he viſited the treaſury. 

From hence the king went to fee his palace, 
Which he expected to find furniſhed in the moſt 
: ſaperb manner ; but, how was he ſurprized, to 
find, inſtead of hanging of gold and filver, and 
the richeſt tapeſtries of Perſia, only coarſe cloth and 
plain felt. It is uſual for the king to receive a 
pteſent from thoſe whom he honours with a viſit; 
"that which was now made him was mean, but it 


matched every other appearance, and furniſhed 


Shim with new motives of admiration ; new cauſes 


for reſpecting this able miniſter, in whoſe charac- 


ter and Whoſe conduct there was ſo ſtrict an uni- 
©: formity: He had now traverſed the whole houſe, 


and been in every room; when the chief of the 


N — 


- 
- 


--White eunuchs pointed to him a door, in the corner 


of a gallery very ſtrongly barred and padlocked ; and 


"ſuggeſted to him that What he had hitherto ſeen, was 


all outſide, bnt in the apartment, thus ſecured and 
ſecreted, certainly were heaps of treaſures; © It 


not, fir,” ſays he, © why are we ſhewn every 


5 other, and precluded from his quarter ?” Upon 
this vhiſper, the king demanded of Mahomet, 
what it was he thus carefully locked up and con- 
cealed? Sir, anſwered he, within there is all that 
I can call my oπ¼n; all that your majeſty has hi- 
thèrto ſeen, I owe to your bounty, and that of 
your gracious father: much did he beſtow on me; 


much am I indebted to his Ty; - nay every thing, 
N except 


we yo FT WH „ gms ra vv yu oe 
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except what is there ſhut up, and it is a treaſure 
of which I muſt intreat your majeſty not to think 


'of depriving me. The king now wondered more 


than ever; his curioſity was highly inflamed; he 
commanded the door might be opened ; he was 
obeyed, the iron bars were taken down, the pad- 


locks removed, the door grated upon its iron 


hinges, and diſcovered an obſcure cell, in which 


was. carefully laid up the enſigns of Mahomet's 


original calling; his ſheep hook lay upon two 
nails, the. bottle for his water, the ſcrip for 
his victuals, and his ſhepherd's cloathing hung 
againſt the wall. Theſe, ſir,” ſays Mahomet, 
addreſſing himſelf to Sha Sefi, were mine, be⸗ 
fore your royal father honoured me with his 
6 protection; I viſit them daily; they tell me, 


« that I owe every thing to him and to you, and 


* they make me more diligent in my duty; let me 
« rather be diſmiſſed and reaſſume my old occupa- 
tion, than be deprived of them.” The king, 


charmed with the virtues: of his nazar, immedi- - 
. ately covered him with his own royal robe; which 
he took off for that purpoſe; an honour, the 
greateſt that can be conferred on a ſubject. The 


nazar died lamented, in high favour with his maſ- 
ter, as he had lived beloved, a noble monument 
of greatneſs, and a. firm bullwark N all the 
aſſaults of envy. | 

Our author had one day ade to comp to 
him of his being inſulted by ſome of his ſervants; 
and he cauſed the offender to be ſeverely baſtina- 
doed; at the ſame time lamenting the occaſion of 
it; for he loved and protected the Franks. It hap- 
pened that one of his ſons attending the king upon 
a hunting-match, found means to get one of his 


courtezans into his tent, where he enjoyed her, 


though he knew the king had diſtinguiſhed his 


A of her beyond the other women of his court 
by 
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by ſending her preſents. He was indeed in the 
vigour of his youth, and ſhe perfectly handſome ; 


fon to de , beaten till the nails dropped from his 
toes, and he was all a jelly. In this caſe ſome peo- 
ple might have thought him too rigid; but be it 
remembered, that he thereby ſaved him from the 
fury of a paſſionate monarch, who would un- 
doubtedly have made him atone for the offence 


with his life. 


—_ : 


C H A P. IV. 
Of the moſt remarkable things to be found on the ſouth- 


ern roads, between Conſtantinople and Iſpahan 3 


and of our authgr's journey through the deſert ; he 
arrives at Balfara ; of the ſwarms of lacuſis. 


IN the three foregoing ſections we have taken 
notice of every —— which our author ſaw in 
the ſeveral different rovtes he took through the 
northern provinces of Turkey, in his way to Iſ- 
pahan; we ſhall now proceed to travel with him 
over the ſouthern road, and particularly acrois the 
deſerts ; and this we ſhall do in a manner as brief 
and entertaining as poſſible, without tamely copy- 
ing his journal, or baiting with him at every ſtage. 
We ſhall not now detain you with a deſcription of 


Aleppo, or of the ruined port of Alexandretta ; 
they are places of which we ſhall ſpeak more 


largely in another place. The deſerts begin 
at the diſtance of two or three leagues from 
Aleppo; they ſtretch out all along the Euphrates, 
iQ the gulph of Perſia, and the city of Balſara; 


ang on the ſouth to the chain of mountains, which 


divides the Stony from the Happy Arabia. They 
moſtly conſult of a dry looſe ſand, over which the 


cara 


for the ſubſiſtence of the travellers; the odd fifty 


na, and Aleppo, they are not herein reſtricted. 


prepared to waſh his linen. Supper for that night 


rier diſpatched to Aleppo, with the news of the 
taking of Babylon, arrived among them mounted 


another road, leſt he ſhould meet the grand ſignior 


 Tavethied” 00 


caravans chuſe to paſs immediately after the ray 
ſeaſons, ſuppoſing. them to be thereby knit; they 
are ſcarcely: incumbered with any riſing ground 
or hillock ; wherever they are, water is certainly to 
be found, and ſhrubs for fuel in a ſmall quantity; 
for no wood grows in any part of them. As the 
tract of ground is very long and barren, 350 ca- 
mels, out of 600, are generally loaden with pro- 
viſions, and theſe in the end are found little enough 


carry. coarſe cloth, iron-work, and black and blue 
callicoes, - which the Arabians wear without ever 
whitening. 1 1 
He ſet out from Aleppo, on Chriſtmas-day, with 
600 camels, and 400 men, including ſervants, and 
the carravan Bachi, who was on horſeback; a li- 
herty which was allowed alſo to Mr. Tavernier. 
Ve ſhould have obſerved; that at Damas and Cai- 
3, no franks, but ſuch as are conſuls, are permit» 
ted the uſe of horſes, but at Conſtantinople; Smyr- 


On the 2oth day after quitting Aleppo, they en- 
camped near two good wells, where it was pro- 
poſed to ſtay two or three days, and every one 


was already ordered, when three Arabs and a cou- 


on dromedaries, and ſtopped to give their beaſts 
water. The carravan Bachi immediately preſented 
them with ſome dried fruits, which put them into 
ſuch good humour, that they adviſed him to take 


and his train, who were coming this way, and 
being pretty heartily tired, would very probably 
exchange cattle with them. | 

Upon this intelligence all the tents were imme- 
diately ſtruck, and the carravans turned into the 


heart 
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heart of the deſert, ſteering due ſouth. On the 8th 


day, after they ſtopped for two days, at three 


wells and a few houſes, and were juſt preparing 


to get forward, they were commanded to halt by 


thirty horſemen, diſpatched by an emir, or Ara- 
bian prince, who did not arrive in leſs than three 


days after. To him the carravan Bachi immedi- 


ately preſented a piece of ſatin, half a piece of fine 
ſcarlet cloth, and two large copper cauldrons; an 


article not to be found among his kitchen furni- 


ture ; yet he was not ſatisfied ; he would have be- 
ſides. a preſent of 400 crowns, which was oblig- 
ed to be given him, after a. conteſt of ſeven or 
eight days ; the travellers raiſing it by taxing each 
other. © In return, he treated the bachi, and his 
chief people, with pilaw, honey, and dates, and 


at his departure ſent them five or fix ready boiled 


ſheep. 

In'three days journey Acer on, they came up 
with two wells of bitter water, nor was it to be 
cured of that diſtaſteful quality by boiling ; it was 
ſix days before they met with any that could be 
drank; but they now arrived near fome riſing 


grounds where there were three ſtanding pools ; 


for theſe the camels ſet out on a full gallop, hav- 
ing ſmelt the water at the diſtance of half a 


league, for they had been nine days without water, 


and they mudded it ſo with their fect, that the cara- 


van was forced to bate three days more for it to 
reſettle. Here being plenty of buſhes they made 


bread, digging a hole half a foot deep, and burn- 
ing therein ſhrubs, &c. till they had made the 
ſtones and bricks wherewith they covered it, red 


hot; then laying in their dough upon a fat piece 
of copper; and covering it with the hot bricks, it 


was ſoon baked to a proper conſiſtency. Here our 


author informs us, he met with plenty of hares 


and partridges. As they had been fo long with- 
6 | | out 
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out finding water on a ſouthern courſe, they chang- 


ed to the welt, reſolving, if they miſſed water in 
that quarter, to ſteer N. E. two days more brought 
them up with an Arabian, who put them into the 


beſt road to Balſora; for after that direction they 


were never three days following one another with- 
out water. This poor fellow had with him a wife 


and children, and was driving a flock of goats and 
ſheep towards Moſul. 


Five days afterwards they diſcovered a ſpacious ® 
brick building with three courts in it, and before 
the door a lake with a channel paved alſo with 
brick; it was raiſed on two ſtories, of arches, and 
had the appearance of a palace, but to whom it 


had belonged no body could tell, it being now un- 
inhabited. Turning off to the N. E. in five days 


they arrived at a wretched village formerly called 


Cufa, now Mecked Ali, where is a plain tomb, 


over which there generally burns ſome lighted i 
lamps, here lies the body of Ali, fon in law to Ma- 
homet. Though Ali is held in great veneration by 
the Perſians few of them travel in pilgrimage to 


his tomb, becauſe the road to it is through Bag- 
dad, which is poſſeſſed by the Turks, who exact 


eight piaſtres from every pilgrim. Here is a dry 


channel, which they ſay was made by Sha Abbas, in 
order to bring hither a ſteam of the Euphrates for 5 
the benefit of travellers. The water of Mecked Ali ĩs 
brackiſh and diſagreeable; and the, only food toy | 

L | 


people have is dates, grapes, and almonds, whi 


they diſpoſe of at an extravagant rate. However, 


if the few pilgrims that come here are known to 
want victuals, they are ſerved with a meſs of rice 
boiled in water, ſome ſalt and melted butter at free 


coſt. In the morning of the ſecond day, after their . 


quitting Mecked Ali, they overtook two young Ara- 
bian princes, who called themſelves ſultans, and 


theſe pitched their tents cloſe. by them, one of 
Which 


8 


-- W * 
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which wis pur le velvet” richly labed, t He other of 
ſcarlet cloth. They were 2 5 8 the elder being 
abviit ſeveritech years old, atid "he yo unger thir- 
teen; they wete very g ener ts, and ohe 10K them 
having talen 4 king to ſont ordititry paintings of 
women naked to'the waſte, which Mr. Tavernier 
carried among his curioſities, paid him twelve du- 
cats for thein, and ſupplied him with a ſhite of 
their proviſion ; ; What particularly pleafed the 
yotitiger of the two was his having his teeth'clean- 
ed by a ſutgeon! in our author's train. The carra- 
van Bachi preſented him with half a piece of ſcar- 
let cloth, and two' pieces of ſilver ard gold tiſſue, 

which' they repaid in two frails of choice dates; 
and diſlodging about midnight, ſteered northward 
tcwärds the Euphrates, a courſe in which they 
were followed by the caravan ; which, four days 
afterwards, was ſtopped by another Arabian prince 
of a good preſence, and about fifty years old. He 
demanded of them 200,000 piaſtres in exchange 
for larins, which would have been a confiderable 
loſs to the merthants, ' who refuſed it, and at 
length forced him to compound for a buckler, an 
embreidered quiver of arrows, a faddle, bridle, 
and ſtifrups, richly adorned with ſilver ; to which 
goods the caravan Bachi added of his own, a piece 
of ſcarlet; four pieces of gold, with . pieces 
of ſilver tifſhe. 

Perhaps he would not ate been ſo eaſily fatiſ- 
fied, but he was in haſte; however, before he 
went, he ſent them by way of preſent twelve frails 
of dates, and four camels worth about forty crowns 
each, His train conſiſted of 2000 horſe, and fifty 
camels, theſe laſt were covered with ſcarlet cloth, 
fringed with gold and filver, &c. and carried his 
. women, which paſſed cloſe by the caravan, 2 proof 
that” the Arabians are not ſo Jealous as the Turks, 


who would have ordered them, in the ſame caſe, 
| to 


to turn out of the way till the Franks had gone 
by. He had alſo ſome richly capariſoned horſes 
that were never ſhod, and others of exceeding 
ſwiftneſs, but very high price, which might be rid 
without either bridle or ſaddle, and ſtopped, when 
on full gallop, only by holding, them by the hair 
or main. An army of 30,000 horſe, which this 
emir commanded, had croſſed the road to the 
northward, a few days before. 

Two nights after, they encamped on the ſame 
ground with a ſcheck, or a chief of the Arabian 
law, who was going to Mecca, with a train of 
twelve camels. Mr, Tavernier's ſurgeon dreſſed 
a wound for one of this ſcheck's ſervants, and 
gave him ſalves, with directions how to uſe them, 
for which he was very thankful, and ſapplied them 
with a. large diſh of pillaw for ſupper, and the 
following day, with a whole ſheep; and the car- 
ravan Bacchi complimented him with two ells of 
ſcarlet. An emir about twenty-five years old came 
up with them the enſuing day; who, underſtand- 
ing that there was ſome Franks, and among thent 
a ſurgeon in the caravan, ſent for the latter to his 
tent, and aſked him to cure an ugly tetter in his 
arm ; but the ſurgeon found means of evading 
his requeſt, otherwiſe he would have carried him 
away with his train, which conſiſted of 500 horſe, 
and 100 camels carrying his women. When he 
left them, they continued their rout, without any 
material accident, through an uninhabited country, 
which by the ruins that lay ſcattered about, ap- 
peared as if it had been formerly well peopled, 
and at length arrived at Balſara, after a journey of 
ſixty days. 

Mr. Tavernier remained in this remarkable city 
three weeks, during which time he ſecured the 
friendſhip of a nobleman who was returning home 
to Indoſtan; after having executed a commiſſion 
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in quality of the Mogol's ambaſſador, to the grand 


ſignior, by whom he had been charged, among 


other preſents, with a curious watch, the main- 
ſpring of which he broke in winding it up ; but 
our author mended it for him, deſiring by way of 
recompence, that in cafe the Turks ſhould take 
Balſara from the Perſians, he would ſecure a pro- 
' tection for the Carmelites, and other poor chriſti- 
ans inhabiting the place. Which he promiſed 
ſhould be done. 

There generally paſſes by Balſara, at leaſt three 
or four times a year, ſuch quantities of locuſts, 
that they darken the air ; theſe are carried by the 
wind into the deſert, where they die. Wherever 
theſe creatures chance to alight upon a ſpot of the 
leaſt fertility, as they do ſometimes in Chaldza, 
they intirely deſtroy it. No body will be ſurpriſed 
at their being ſo very numerous, when told that 
in the belly of one of them, which was opened, 
were ſeventeen young. In Ormus, and other parts 
along the Perſian gulf, there are little ſhops, where- 
in they are ſold, fried in butter, and much eſteem- 
ed by many of the natives. 

At Balſara, our traveller embarked on board a 
ſmall veſſel, which brought him in forty-eight hours 
to a ſorry fiſhing-town called Brandeerick, where 
the huts were no more than hurdles. From thence 
he came to an ill - built city called Cazerom; it is five 
days journey over a variegated agreeable country, 
' well watered and wooded, where they found ex- 
+ cellent land-turtle, which they dreſſed after various 

faſhions. From Cazerom to Schiras, the journey 
is five days through mountainous craggy roads, 


which were impaſſible till formed and repaired by 


the liberality of Ali-Couli-Khan, governor of Schir: 
Tas. In the midſt of theſe mountains, there is a 
plain twenty leagues in circumference, inhabited 
ey by Jews, who are all filk weavers. At 
* | Schixas 
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Schiras our author took horſe for Iſpahan, where : 


he arrived in nine days. 


CHAP. V. 


Of the vaſt hoſpitality of the inhabitants of Anna * 


deſcription of the famous city of Bagdad. Of the 
cruelty of the Turks at the frege of this place; of the 
| ſcrupulous nicety of a ſeft of Mahometan hereaicks, 
called Rafedis ; of the funeral ceremonies of the peo- 
ple of Bagdad. Diſtinction between modeſt women 


and courtezans ; of a building vulgarly called the 


tower of Babylon. The city of Balſara deſc: ibed; ſur- 
rendered by the Turkiſh governor to Efruſius; his 
policy. Some account of. the Chriſtians of St. John. 
Several curious particulars relating to the/e people. 


IT would be injuſtice to the people of Anna, a 

city, thirteen days journey from Aleppo, ſhould 
we omit to mention their hoſpitality ; to which our 
author has paid a proper reſpect. Within a muſ- 
ket-ſhot of the city-gate, he tells us, that he was 
met by a well-looking elderly man, who taking his 


horſe by the bridle, ſaid, © I know thou art a 
ſtranger, and have a favour to beg of thee, which 


cc 


thou muſt not refuſe; it is to come to my houſe, 
there partake of what it affords, and permit me 
to waſh thy feet.” There was ſomething ſo in- 
genuous and cordial in the addreſs that he could 
not refuſe it, and for him and his followers the 
good hoſt killed a lamb and ſome hens, while he 
ordered their horſes to be fed with barley, 

Being obliged to wait here ſometime to get the 
governor's paſſport, they took up their reſidence 
at a houſe near one of the city-gates ; the miſtreſs 
of which refuſed every recompence they would 
have given for the trouble they put her to ; and 
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this in conſideration of a callico-handkerchief that 
Mr. Tavernier beſtowed upon her child, which 
was a ſprightly girl about nine years of age. In 
going out of the city, he overtook a young man 
of ſome ſubſtance, mounted upon an aſs, the hin- 
der part of which was painted red ; he was attend- 
ed by two ſervants, and immediately accoſted them 
very civilly, preſſing them to go with him to his 
houſe in the country, and lamenting that he ſhould 
be ſo unfortunate as to fall into company with 
. ſtrangers, and have nothing to give them but his 
gipe, which he forced upon our traveller, though 
he aſſured him he never ſmoaked tobacco. 

Indeed the emir here was not quite ſo complai- 
ſant, for though the governor had permitted them 
to purſue their journey, he, the emir, diſpatched 
two Arabians after, to bring them back, being al- 
ready three leagues off, and having rumaged Mr, 
Tavernier's budget, to ſee what he liked beſt there- 
in, ſcized upon two pieces of finely coloured cal- 
lico, two pieces of callico handkerchiefs, two Da- 
maſcus blades, one inlaid with gold, and the other 

with ſilver ; and two Perſian ſtandiſhes finely var- 
niſhed. A Spaniard, who travelled with him, loſt 
nothing this bout, for he appeared to be very poor, 
and had in his budget ſome old cloaths; however, | 
it was afterwards diſcovered that he had a quan- 
tity of diamonds concealed about him, fo that the 
French conſul at Aleppo, forced him to pay half 
our author's loſs. The emir having choſen as he 
pleaſed, ordered refreſhments to he ſet before Mr. 
Tavernier and his people, who only took a few 
dates, to ſhew that they did not ſlight his kind- 
nels. + 
One of the moſt remarkable places which Mr. 
Tavernier deſcribes in another journey from 
Alexandretta into Perſia, is Bagdad, often called 


Babylon, though ſituated a great diſtance RE 
| 2 1pot 
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ſpot whereon that renowned city ſtood. Bagdad 
lies upon the river Tigris, which ſeparates it from 
Meſopotamia; it is very probable, that Bagdad 
was once a chriſtian monaſtery, becauſe ſeveral re- 
ligious cells, and an uncorrupted body, habited 
like a biſhop, with a cenſor lying by him, were 
ſome years ſince diſcovered here upon digging. 
The Arabian chronicles fix the foundation of it to 
the 145th hegyra of Mahomet, and the 762d year 
of Chriſt; they call it Dar-al-ſani, that is, the 
| houſe of peace; and ſay it was built by one of 

their cailiffs, named Almanſor. The length of it is 
about 1500 paces, the breadth between 7 and 800, 
and the circumference cloſe upon three miles; on 
the wall, which is of brick, terraſſed and flanked 
with towers, are about ſixty pieces of cannon, the 
largeſt of which is not quite a ſix pounder. It 
has four gates, one of which opens upon the river, 
where there is a bridge of thirty-three boats diſ- 
tant from each other about a boat's length. On 
the north fide of the city, near the river, ſtands 
a caſtle with a ſingle wall running round it, plant- 
ed with 150 canon, without carriages. Here is a 
narrow moat about three feet deep, and no draw- 
bridge. A baſhaw conducts the military govern- 
ment of this city, and he is commonly a vizir, and 
has always 6 or 700 horſemen within call ; here 
are alſo 3 or 400 ſpahis, headed by an aga, and 
about 3ooo ginguliler, a cavalry of another kind, 
under command of two agas; a fourt}, keeps the 
keys of the city-gates, and is obeyed by about 200 

janizaries. | 
Signor Michael was captain of the cannoneers, 
the number of which is about ſixty. The ſignior 
paſſed for a Turk, but was, in reality, a native of 
Candy, and entered the grand ſignior's ſervice in 
1638. when he laid ſiege to this city; the taking 
of which was, in ſome fort, owing to his {kill ; 
| 1 but 
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but principally to an inteſtine diviſion : for the 


king of Perſia, during the time of the ſiege, ſent 


one of his favourites to command there in chief, 


thereby diſplacing a courageous old khan, wo 


had governed a good while, and twice repulſed 
the arms of the Turks. Unable to bear this un- 
deſerved diſgrace, he called for three cups of poi- 
ſon, and giving one to his wife, another to his on- 
ly ſon, and drinking the third himſelf, they all 
three generouſly expired together. So mournful a 
cataſtrophe fired the ſoldiers to ſedition ; they re- 
fuſed to acknowledge the authority of their new 
governor, but in a body, agreed to ſurrender the 
city, upon being allowed to march out with bag- 
gage, ammunition, &c. however, the Turks did 
not think proper to obſerve the conditions, but 
murdered every Perſian they found in the place to 
the amount of 20,000, and this too in cold blood ; 
the baſhaw alledging it was a very neceſſary ſtep to- 
wards weakning the king of Perſia, Through the 
intereſt of Michael, the capuchins were reſtored to 


their houſe, which they had been driven out of by 


the beſiegers. 

Some time after the ſubduction of Bagdad, the 
cady ſummoned before him a water-carrier, who 
had refuſed a drink to a diſtreſſed Jew ; and hav- 
ing made them both drink in his preſence, order- 
ed the fellow to be ſoundly baſtinadoed, and the 
executioner, at the ſame time, was commanded to 
repeat to him a ſentence, ſignifying, that, We 
« are all God's creatures; that Jews and Chriſti- 
« ans are men, as well as Mahometans, and equal- 
« ly entitled to the relief of ſociety.” The de- 
linquent was a mahometan heretic, of the ſect call- 
ed Rafedis, who think themſelves polluted by eat- 
ing or drinking with a chriſtian, nay, even with a 
mahometan, and waſh themſelves very carefully af- 


ter ſuch a chance. The reſt of the Turks are not 
| {0 
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ſo ſcrupulous, but the majority of the people of 


Bagdad are of that ſect. This city is governed in 


civil and religious matters, by a cady, or judge, 


and a Tefterdar, who collects the grand ſiguior's 
revenues, It is ill built, and out of five moſques 
and ten inns, there are not more than two of each 


worth being taken notice of. The bazars are indit- 


ferently handſome, being arched over head, and 
kept conſtantly watered to allay the heat, which 
would otherwiſe be ſeverely felt by the merchants, 
who were more numerous here when the place 
belonged to Perſia, However, there is generally 


a vaſt confluence of people led hither, either for 
the ſake of trade, or on account of devotion, it 


being not only the birth-place of Haly, whom the 
Perſians ſo highly revere, but lying on the road to 
Mecca, a place to which all the Turks, who can 


poſſibly afford it, go at leaſt once in their lives in 


pilgrimage, 

When the maſter of a family dies here, the wiſe 
tears off her head-cloaths, lets her hair looſe up- 
on her neck, and having blackened her face with 
ſoot, runs about the houſe yelling like a mad wo- 
man, and playing a thouſand ridiculous tricks, in 
all which ſhe is imitated by the children, who 


would otherwiſe be thought undutiful. All the fe- 


male friends and relations of the deceaſed join alſo 
the geſticulation, and ſome of them dance to the 
diſcordant noiſe of two tapers; whilſt one, parti- 
cularly verſed in theſe rites, keeps time with cries: 
as barbarous as they are melancholy, The corps 


is preceded to the grave by many poor people, 
who ſing all the way, and carry creſcents and 


other banners waving in their hands. The women 
are not allowed to attend the funeral, neither do 
they go abroad but on Thurſdays, and then their 
errand is to pray for the dead at their ſepulchres; 
and becauſe on this and Friday night, the wite can 
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demand a ſhare of her huſband's bed, preferably 


to his concubines, it is uſual for ſuch females as 


are married to bathe and perfume the preceding 


day. Thcy ſometimes go abroad very magnifi- 
cently habited, either to viſit their relations, or 
upon ſuch other occaſions as their huſbands are 
pleaſed to approve of ; but then they are ſo cloſely 
veiled, that it is impoſſible to know them; and 
upon the whole, the women of Perſia would ra- 
ther ſtay within doors all their lives, than go abroad 
on foot. Of horſe-riding they are extremely fond, 
and the difference between a courtezen, and 
women of character on horſeback, is, that the 
former put their feet in the ſtirrups, the latter 
only in the leathers. EET re, 

The women of Arabia, and ſometimes the men, 


draw large black circles round their eyes, whereby 


they ſay they are defended from the heat of the 
{un ;- and between their noſtrils the former hang 
hollow rings, by way of ornament ; ſome of which 
are large enough to admit of a man's fiſt, There 


are people of all denominations here, Chriſtians, 


Furks, Jews, and Infideis. The Jews go in pil- 


grimage to the tomb of the prophet Ezekiel, which 


lies about a day and a half's journey diſtant, The 
Capuchins have a houſe whereto the Armenians and 
Jocobins go to periorm their devotions, and are 


admitted to the ſacraments. The Neſtorian Chri- 


ſtians are allowed a church of their own ; and 
they all hold in great veneration a ſmall chapel, 
halt a quarter of a league from the city, to which 
the Turks, who keep the keys of it, admit them 
for a {mall fee. After the burial of a Chriſtian, 
his friends return io his houſe, where they make 
merry over a good ſupper ; the ſubſequent day is 
ſpent in praying for his ſoul at the grave, and the 
third day there is a public dinner, free to every 
ene wl.o chuſes to partake of it. This extrava- 
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gant cuſtom is ſo ſtrictly adhered to, that poor 
people have been known to fell their children to 


the Turks, to raiſe money to ſupport the expence 


of it. 
There is a piece of ruins not far from Bagdad, 


about three hundred paces round, and fifteen fa- 


thom high, but it is certain that it muſt have been 
much more lofty than it is now. The inhabitants 
call it Nimrod, and the vulgar believe it to be the 
remains of the tower of Babel; tho' if Moſes' 
deſcription thereof be adhered to, there is no room 
for this conjecture. It is compoſed of bricks dried 
in the ſun, ten inches ſquare and three thick, ſe- 
ven of which, one above another, are laid upon 
a bed compoſed of bruiſed reeds and wheaten ſtraw, 
then ſix and then five, decreaſing in proportion to 
one. From the irregular remains of it one would 
rather incline to believe that it had been a {quare 


than a rotund : and there is ſome probability in an 
aſſertion of the Arabians, ſetting forth that it was 
a watch tower, built by one of their princes, to 
aſſemble his fubje&ts in time of danger, From 


Bagdad to Balſara the diſtance is 160 leagues, 
thro' dikes like thoſe of Flanders, cut a-croſs a 
very pleaſant country, abounding with mares, and 
buffaloes : and barks carrying butter to all the 


ports along the gulph of Perſia and Arabia, are 


continually plying backward and forward, 
On the point where the Euphrates and Tigris 
conjoin, there is a ſtrong fort governed by the 


prince of Balfara's ſon, where all commodities bound 


to that port are entered, tho' the cuſtom is paid 
at the place itſelf: and here they are very ſtrict in 
ſearching whether or no the entries are juſt, leſt 
goods ſhould be ſmuggled. Every man who keeps 
buffaloes in this country pays. for each a piaſter 


and a quarter, by way of tax, for a mare he is. 


'£ harged two piaſters, and for a ſheep ten ſous, 
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whereby the grand ſignior acquires a vaſt revenue; 
and it would be prodigious if the country-people 
were not cunning enough to evade it in part. 
Balſara roſe out of the ruins of an antient city 
called Feredon, cloſe upon Arabia Deſerta; it is 
fifteen leagues from the ſea, but the tide flows up 
to a channel which the natives have cut from this 
city to the river Euphrates, thro” a ſpace of half 
a league; and it is deep enough to bear ſhips of 
150 tons burthen. The adjacent country is ſo 
low, that it would be often overflowed, were not 
the fury of the waves ſtopped by a ſtrong free-ſtone. 
dam, more than a league over. Balſara, in the 
beginning of the laſt century, was poſſeſſed by the 
Arabians of the Deſert, and had neither commerce 
nor communication with the reſt of the world. 
The foil produced plenty of dates, which ſerved 
'the inhabitants for food ; and not only here but 
all along the coaſt of Arabia to Maſcate, they feed 
on nothing but dates and falt-fiſh dried in the 
wind; for they are ſtrangers to rice, and the cows 
are ſatisfied with the ſame ſubſiſtence dealt out to 
them every morning before they are turned into 
the field, where they find ſcarcely any thing they 
can eat among the buſhes, and graſs they do not 
meddle with. This city formerly ſurrendered to 
the Turks, upon condition of receiving a gover- 
nor and garriſon from the grand ſignior ; but theſe 
being at perpetual variance with the Arabian in- 
habitants, a baſha named Aiud fold his govern- 
ment for 40,000 piaſters to a powerful Arab, and 
was ſtrangled by way of recompence on his re- 
turn to Conſtantinople, The name of this Arab 
was Efruſius; he threw off the Turkiſh yoke, aſ- 
ſumed the title of prince of Balſara, and eſtabliſhed 
his independency on a foundation ſo very ſolid, 
that his grandſon was peaceable poſſeſſor thereof 
at the time our author was in theſe parts. Toes 
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haps nothing has contributed to his ſecurity more 
than the encouragement given by him to people 
of all ſets and denominations ; for here are mer- 


chants from England, India, Conſtantinople, Cairo, 


and almoſt all other known nations. Notwithſtand- 


ing which prodigious ingreſs and egreſs of fo- 


reigners, the city is ſo excellently governed that. 


a man may walk thro” it at all hours in the night 
without meeting a perſon in the leaſt diſorderly. 


After the taking of Bagdad by Amurath, our prince- 


had ſome reaſon to dread his approaching Balſara, 


and therefore made him ſeveral valuable preſents, _ 
particularly horſes, of which here are very fine 


ones. Sha Abbas having reduced Ormus, ſent a 
large army under command of Man-kouli-khan, 
governor of Schiras, to inveſt this place ; and 
Efraſius not being ſtrong enough to oppoſe him, 
agreed with the people of the deſert to break down 


the dams, and let the ſea in upon the Perſians, 


who were glad to retreat before it, and the pro- 
ject was quite deſtroyed by the death of Sha Abbas, 
much about the {ame time : the expedient brought 
with it this diſadvantage, that the waters left behind 


them a ſalt that has ſterilized the lands over which 
they flowed. | G 


The revenues of this prince are very conſider- 


able: the date trees, for thirty leagues round, be- 
long to him, and no body 1s permitted to meddle 


with one of them till a tax of nine French ſons, 


or three fourths of a laryn is paid for it. All im- 
ports and exports, generally ſpeaking, are exciſed 
at the rate of five per cent. tho” traders find a way 
of coming off for four upon an average, and he 
gains eight per cent. by melting down foreign coin 
in his mint, and afterwards diſperſing it in laryns. 
It is aſſerted that the palm or tree that bears dates, 


will not flouriſh, unleſs the two ſpecies thereof, 


the male and the female, be planted cloſe toge- 
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ther; tho” others ſay, that the flower of the male 
put into the midſt of the flower of the female, 
when both are in bloſſom, contributes to its fruc- 
tification; and that without this precaution the 
fruit would drop off before it ripened. 

There are three ſorts of Chriſtians in this town, 
viz. Jacobins, Neſtorians, and Chriſtians of St. 
John. Theſe laſt are called Sabbi by the Perſians 
and Arabians; and tho' they had Mahomet the 
impoſtor's ſolemn manual protection, his ſucceſſors 
drove them our of their ' dominions with fire and 
iword, and they lived diſperſed in Chaldea and 
Meſopotamia, under the patriarch of Babylon, till 
about one hundred and fixty years ſince, when 
they removed into Perſia, Balfara, and the neigh- 
bouring territories. They are moſt of them gold- 
ſmiths, joiners, lock-ſmiths, or ſome other trade: 
among them are a few merchants, and they amount 
to about 25, ooo families. Their creed is a ſtrange 
compound of truth, fable, and ignorance : they 
believe that the angel Gabriel is the ſon of God, 
begot upon light; that Chriſt is the fpirit and 
word of the eternal Father; but they know no- 
thing of the myſtery of the Trinity. They be- 
lieve that the bleſſed Virgin conceived without coĩ- 
tion, from taſting the water of a certain fountain ; 
the crucification, redemption, reſurrection, and 
aſcention, are alſo parts of their doctrine, but then 
they confine the laſt article to the ſpirit, for the 
body, fay they, remained on earth; and Chriſt, 
according to them, was only crucified in appear- 
ance, for he himſelf vaniſhed when the Jews came 
to lay hold of him, and they only ſeized his ſha- 
dow. They adminiſter the euchariſt in flour, 
kneaded with wine and oil, being, ſay they, the 
propereſt emblem of fleſh and blood. And they 
pretend to affirm, that Chriſt uſed wine and not 
water at his laſt ſupper. The conſecration a a 
. | | . ong 
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long prayer in praiſe of God, without the leaſt 
mention of his body or blood ; and the prieſt hav- 
ing firſt eaten ſome of the bread diſtributes the reſt 
among the congregation. The office of a biſhop 
or prieſt is hereditary ; they wear long hair, and 
are permitted to marry. 

A woman among theſe people is examined be- 
fore marriage, by the biſhop, as to her being a 
virgin; to this ſhe anſwers in the affirmative, and 
he makes her ſwear it, after which he ſends his 
wife to inſpect the premiſes, and if ſhe confirms 
the oath of the woman, the bride and bridegroom 
are carried to the next river in proceſſion, and 
there re-baptized. Then they return home, in 
fight of which they halt, and the bridegroom leads 
his bride by the hand, to and from the door ſeven 
times, being followed by the biſhop, who prays 
all the while. This ceremony being ended they 
enter the houſe, and being ſeated under a canopy 
| ſhoulder to ſhoulder, the biſhop gently raps their 
heads together three times ſucceſſively, then he 
appoints a lucky day for completing the marriage. 
If the woman who is to be married does not prove 
a virgin, the biſhop cedes the performance of the 
rites to an inferior eccleſiaſtic, who generally goes 
unwillingly to work, deeming it on every hand 
diſhonourable. Were not this precaution uſed, 
the women being naturally incontinent would few 
of them approach the marriage bed with virgin 
_ charms, So that their chaſtity is owing more to 
vanity and the fear of ſcandal than either to a 
proper pride or the effect of reflection; and were 
not the ſex generally thus awed, they would be 
more vicious and abandoned than the looſeſt among 
men ; becauſe their paſſions are more violent, their 
reaſon much weaker, and their virtue is mere at. 
fectation. 

The 
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The world, according to the philoſophy of 
theſe people, was created under the direction of 
God, by the angel Gabriel, aſſiſted by 336,000 de- 
mons, who made the earth ſo fertile, that the crop 
ariſing from the morning-ſeed might be gathered 
in at evening. By him was Adam taught other 
ſciences, as well as to plough and ſow ; and ſeven 
ſpheres were created one within another; the firſt 
being of iron, the ſecond of lead, the third of 
braſs, the fourth of ſaten, the fifth of gold, the 
fixth of ſilver, and the ſeventh and moſt natural 
to mankind, of earth. The ſun and moon, ſay 
they, ſwim in ſhips upon a certain river in the 
heavens, and derive their light from a croſs which 
ſerves them alſo as a maſt, and are viſited, and their 
courſe examined by a divine agent, called Baten, 
who hinders their going wrong, and of whom 
and his bark they pretend to ſhew the repreſenta- 
tions. 

They imagine that there are cities and houſes in 
the other world, where ſouls eat, drink, play on 
muſical inſtruments, and make merry. And that 
as ſoon as the fpirit leaves the body it is borne by 
360 demons to a den of lions and ſerpents, who 
tear it, if bad, to pieces; if good it creeps under 
their bellies into the divine preſence, where certain 
angels weigh it in a ſcale; and if they find it ſter- 
ling, admit it into the regions of glory. 'Theſe 
ſpirits alſo beget children, there being of them 
males and females. The virgin Mary, in their 
opinion, is not dead, but they can't aſcertain her 
place of reſidence ; and next to her, they ſay, St. John 
is the greateſt ſaint that ever was, he being begotten, 
by Zachariah upon Elizabeth, by only a ſimple 
embrace. In winter they have a three day's feaſt, 
in honour of our firſt parents, and the creation of 


the world; in June they have a jubilee for five 
days, 
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days, when they are all re-baptized ; and three 


days in Auguſt are ſacred to the memory of St. 


John. They have ſeveral treatiſes of witchcraft, 
in which they fancy their prieſts well {killed ; they 


neither faſt nor do pennance ; and deeming woman 5 


an unclean creature, they don't think her going to 
church to be any way ſerviceable to her. | 
No body but a prieſt born of a woman, wha 
was a virgin on the day of her marriage, is allowed 
by them to kill a hen or a ſheep ; and the ſlaughter 
is performed with vaſt ceremony : the prieſt, who 
is habited for the purpoſe, cutting off the head 
of it, and holding it to the Eaſt, till the blood is 
quite drained off: in the mean while, with his 
eyes turned up to heaven, he repeats theſe words, 
In the name of God may this fleſh be profitable 
e to all that eat it.” They will neither eat nor 
drink after a Turk, and they will break the veſ- 
ſel which they have known one of them uſe, ra- 
ther than keep it. Their hatred againſt the Turks 
is very great, and they picture Mahomet like a 
giant ſhut up in priſon, with four of his relations : 
this priſon is hell, and thither they affirm all the 
Turks are carried when they die, to be worried 


by wild beaſts. They tell you that God once told 


the angel Gabriel, that the Chriſtians of St. John 
were his very good friends, and ſhould be all ſaved, 
thro' their praying for each other, on the laſt day. 
Among other ſtories they have one ſetting forth, 
that the Jews, underſtanding that St. John would 


overturn their law, and that his firſt ſtep thereto 


would be baptiſing Chriſt in Jordan, would have 
prevented it, by throwing a large quantity of In- 
digo into the river, which continued a great while 
after unclean ; but God had previouſly preſerved 


a veſſel of the water with which the baptiſm was 


compleated : however, he curſed the Indigo and 
the colour it produces, in conſequence of which 
proceed- 
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proceeding theſe people deteſt it. They affirm that 
St. John afterwards died a natural death ; and his bo- 
dy, at his own deſire, was crucified by his foliowers, 
that ſo he might be like Chriſt : he was then buried 
in a chryſtal tomb brought by miracle to the city of 
Fuſter, where he , departed this life. From St. 
John, whole followers they ſtile themſelves, - they 
pretend to have received the doctrine they profeſs, 
no article of which they can rationally defend. 


CHAP. VE 
Mr. Tavernier's account » of the iſlands of Candy, 
Chios, and other iflands in the Archipelago ; al/a 


| of Georgia, Mingrelia, Comania, Circaſſia, &c. 
Some Curious anecdotes concerning the Circaſſians. 


Avine ſelected what appeared to us moſt 

remarkable in the ſeveral journeys made by our 
author from Europe to Perſia, we ſhall follow him 
thro” his general review of ſeveral places he either 
paſſed thro', or which he touched at; and as 
among theſe we find ſome iſlands in the Archipe- 
lago, we ſhall begin with Candy, and afterwards 
follow him into Perſia and India. h 

Candy, which is the antient Crete, lies in 359 

and ſome odd minutes N. lat. Its exports are 
. wheat, ſallad-oil, pulſe, cheeſe, yellow wax, cot- 
tons, ſilk, and Malmſey wine; the grapes of which 
when the people are about to gather, they faſten 
a piece of boar ſkin, with packthread, to their feet, 
thereby preſerving them from the heat and ſharp- 
neſs of the rocks. . Theſe ſkins are brought hi- 
ther by the Ruſſians, together with botargo and 
caviere, for which there is a great demand all 
over Turkey, Perſia, and Ethiopia. If a criminal 
eſcapes from hence to the houſe of the Venetian am- 


baſſador at Conſtantinople, and there implores pro- 
Nh 4 tection, 
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tection, let his crime be ever ſo heinous, it is par- 
doned. When ſignior Derviſano reſided in that 
character at the city before-mentioned, a-Candian 
took refuge in his palace, who had killed a wo- 
man's child and then herſelf, having firſt compelled 
her to eat its liver, which ſhe ſaid ſhe would ra- 
ther do than gratify his luſtful deſires. The am- 
baſſador gave him his pardon to keep up his pri- 
vilege; but retracted it on the fellow's return 
home, who was deſervedly put to death. 

The iſland of Chios takes its name from the 
capital city, in which there are about 30, ooo in- 
habitants; one half of which are of the Greek 
communion, the reſt Turks and Romans. Four 
miles from it near the ſea, is a round ſtone, the 
top of which is cut hollow into ſeats one above 
another, and in a great chair which crowns the 
Whole, it is ſaid Homer kept ſchool. The tame 
partridges of this iſland have been already taken 
notice; they feed all day in the fields, and at 
night return to their reſpective homes, like flocks 
of geeſe. The exports are turpentine and gum- 
maſtic, that drops. from the branches of a tree, 
the leaves of which are like myrtle, and the 
branches having crept on the ground awhile, 
ſprout up again {pontaneouſly. Great quantities 
of it are uſed by the Turks, particularly by the 
women in the ſeraglios, who therewith cleanſe and 
whiten their teeth. 

Naxos is about 180 miles in circumference; per · 
haps there is not a more pleaſant ifland in the Ar- 
chipelago. It abounds with woods that habour 
many large eagles and vultures. Fruits of all forts, 
deer, horned cattle, &c. are here extremely plenty, 
and the foil pr oduces excellent wine, both white 
and red, whence poets feigned it the habitation of 
Bacchus, ſacred to whom, upon a rock, there 
ſtood an elegant marble ſtructure, which now lies 
: - 5 in 
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in ruins, no part of its antient ſplendor being diſ- 
cernible, except the foundation and a great gate 
formed out of three huge ſtones, one on each ſide, 
and a third on the top. Here are {till to be ſeen 
the pipes appropriated to the conveyance inward 
of ſuch wine as was drank at the Bacchanalian 
feaſts; and the iſland was formerly the habitation 
of a duke, who commanded all the Cyclades, be- 
ing twenty in number; in one of which, fix miles 
diſtant, called Paros, there is a haven named De- 
rion, which is able to contain 1000 ſhips, and is 
the beſt in all the Archipelago; veſſels bound to 
Naxos generally putting into it, here being no other 
port, tho' the iſland is full of villages, and has 
three cities, viz. Barqua, Quſa, and Falet. 
Georgia, which is the antient Iberia, on the eaſt 
is bounded by the Caſpian ſea; on the weſt by 
Mingrelia, on the north by Circaſſia and Dageſtan, 
and on the ſouth by Armenia; it is alſo called Gur- 
giſtanor Gurgie, The country is mountainous, 
ucing corn, wine, oil, and cattle in abund- 
ance : the natives are remarkably handſome, and 
were formerly profeſſors of the Greek religion ; 
but that of Mahomet creeps upon them faſt, and 
perhaps 12,000 families or more may have adopted 
it. Georgia is divided into two provinces, over 
each of which the king of Perſia appoints gover- 
nors, with the title of kings, which, with their 
government, devolves upon their children. The moſt 
__ of theſe is called the king of Cartale, and 
his reſidence is at Taftis, a well built populous 
city, where he coins money in the king of Perſia's 
name. | | 
The reigning king of Cartele, in our author's 
days, was a Chriſtian ; he had four ſons, the eldeſt 
of which being enticed to the Perſian court, was 
prevailed upon to turn Mahometan, and made king 
ef the other province. A thief in this country is 
| ER acquitted 
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acquitted of the action, if he pays ſeven fold for 
what he ſtole; two parts of which go to the party 
injured; one to the judge; and four to the king. 
In caſe he can't pay it he is ſold, then his wife, 
and then his children, to make up any deficiency: 
but neither king nor judge can demand any ſhare, 
if the perſon robbed pardon the offence. The 
next a-kin of a man murdered are at liberty to 
puniſh the murderer as they pleaſe, and they may 
forgive him for ſixty cows. A creditor may ſeize 
upon, and ſell all his debtor's effects; and if there 
be not ſufficient to pay him, he may laſtly diſpoſe 
of his wife and children. Thoſe who, here, call 
themſelves Chriſtians, are very ignorant in matters 
of religion, and the women are better ſcholars than 
the men, the latter being bred up either to war 
or agriculture; the former in monaſteries, where 
the only little learning, they have among them, 
prevails. When they arrive at a certain age they 
are allowed to adminiſter baptiſm and the holy 
oils, as well as a biſhop- or an archbiſhop. The 
Georgians are good ſoldiers and excellent markſ- 
men; the beſt part of the king of Perſia's cavalry 
are compoſed of them, and that monarch relies 
much upon their courage and fidelity. They are 
well made, with good complexions, and no part 
of Aſia can match the women of Georgia for 
beauty; wherefore many of them are ſold to the 
Turkiſh ſeraglio ; and the king of Perſia generally 
chuſes a wife among them. Both ſexes are great 
drinkers; they make their feaſts ſeparately ; the 
men carouſing all together one day, the women 
another; and it is remarkable, that more liquor 
is generally conſumed by the latter. They are 
fond of all kinds of vegetables, particularly onions, 
which they eat raw; and the firſt thing they pre- 
ſent to a gueſt is a half pint of aqua vitæ and a 
plate of ſweetmeats. - 
Min- 
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Mingrelia is divided from Georgia by a chain of 
mountains that extends to the Black ſea ; it is di- 
vided into three provinces, Imarete, Mingrelia, and 
_ Guriel, each having its different king, who are at 
perpetnal variance with each other, and fell all 
the priſoners they make, for flaves. This is a ſort 
of traffic in which the Mingrelians ſeem to have a 
pleaſure, for they - will ſell their children for a 
ribband, toy, or any other whim. When Mr. Ta- 
vernier was at Conſtantinople the firſt time, he 


ſaw an ambaſſador from Mingrelia, who had pre- 


lented'to the grand ſignior ſome curioſities in ſteel, 
iron, and a good number of - ſlaves. At the firſt 
audience which he had of his ſublime highneſs, 
there were two hundred perſons in his train, yet 
theſe were reduced to his ſecretary and two vallais 
before his departure ; for he had fold two or three 
of his people a day to ſupport his expences. He 
was a man of a good preſence, but not much can 
be ſaid for his wit ; ſince being ſurprized at a di- 
ſtance from home with a very heavy ſhower, he 
ſtopped to pull off his boots, which he choſe to 
carry. under his arm, rather than dirty them, while 
he walked bare-footed thro” the ſtorm. Looking 
one day over ſome trinkets expoſed to ſale by a 
pedlar, he bought two or three {mall looking- 
glaſſes and a tin ring; but his fancy was particu- 
larly attracted by a penny trumpet, ſuch as chil- 
dren buy at fairs, and he went capering thro' the 
ſtreets to his lodging, to a ſqueaking tune which 
he forced out of this diſmal inſtrument. 

The grand ſignior always endeavours to foment 
diſturbances among the kings of this country, as 
their united power might be able to give him great 
uneaſineſs. All the three are Chriſtians, and carry 
archbiſhops, biſhops, ' prieſts and monks in their 
armies, not to make them fight, but for the en- 
couragement of the ſoldiery. The women, after 

| | | being 
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being educated in a nunnery for a certain term of 
years, are permitted to baptize, confeſs, perform 
the rites of matrimony, and all other ecclefiaſtical 
functions, liberties which the ſex don't dare to 
uſurp in any other part of the globe, except here and 
in Georgia. Biſhops diſſolve marriages, and make new 
contracts as they pleaſe. If a man does not like his wife 
after cohabitation, he hires another in her room, and 
gives her wages for the time in which he keeps her. 
The prieſts as well as the laymen, are as vicious 
as they are ignorant. The rich domineer over and 
give laws to the poor, and enjoy both their wives 
and daughters juſt as they like beſt. The church- 
men will ſometimes chuſe out the handſomeſt chil- 
dren in a village, to ſell to the Turks and Perſians 
when they want money ; and if this their choice 
be diſputed, they will perhaps drive all the inha- 
bitants into ſlavery. There are ſome mines of iron, 
nay of gold and ſilver in this country, which are 
but ſeldom dug, becauſe of the earth being fo fra- 
gile, that it has been often known to break down 
upon and bury the miners in its bowels. 
Comania is a fertile country, ſubject to heavy 
rains, and in general well watered by canals cut 
every where a-croſs the country, which is divided 
from Muſcoogon on the N. E. by the river Tercki 
the Caſpian ſea waſhes it on the E. it is bounded 
on the S. by Georgia, on the N. by Muſcovy, and 
on the W. by mountains that ſeparate it from” 
Circaſſia. The people are Mahometans, under the 
protection of the King of Perſia, whom they de- 
fend againſt the incurſions of the Calmuch Tar- 
tars. The better ſort wear the callicoes and filk 
of Perſia, and thoſe of ordinary rank dreſs in a 
coarſe cloth of their own manufacture. They are 
generally habited like the Tartars, and chuſe to 
live near the ſide of a hill, not ſo much for the 
ſake of the ſprings, as to protect themſelves from 

| h the 
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the depredations of their neighbours, for the Co- 
manians, Georgians, Mingrelians, Circaſſians, &c. 
all live upon plunder, and the hoſtile invaſion of 
each others territories. 

The Calmuchs inhabit a tract of land near the 
Caſpian ſea, that runs between Tartary and Muſ- 
covy; the duke of which latter place holds their 
friendſhip in great eſteem, and to preſerve it makes 
them annually conſiderable preſents in cloth, grant- 
ing them moreover a free paſſage thro” his do- 
minions, whenever they are inclined to attack any 
of his neighbours. They have a religion peculiar 
to themſelves, are great enemies to the Mahome- 
tans, and good ſoldiers. Their horſes are as good 
as any that Aſia produces ; at the pummel of their 
ſaddle is always ſtuck. a large wooden mace, and 
they go armed with ſwords, bows and arrows, 
carrying with them to the wars their wives and 
ſuch of their daughters as are arrived at twelve 
years of age, who fight as courageoully as them- 
ſelves. The men are ſtrong, but the moſt de- 
formed in the world ; their faces are broad and 
flat; their eyes very ſmall, diſtant from-each other 
five fingers breadth ; and their noſes level with 
their faces ; they are, moreover, ſplay-footed and 
baker-kneed. 

Circaſſia borders upon the country of the Cal- 
muchs, and is prodigiouſly fertile in fruits, flowers, 
and variety of every thing neceſſary to ſuſtain hu- 
man nature; the land is pleaſingly divided into hills, 
vales, foreſts, and open downs, on every hand 
abounding with ſprings of fair water, . but then the 
rivers ariſing from them do not produce a ſingle 
fiſh; they make their bread of millet, and feed 
their horſes with barley, for they ſow neither 


Vheat nor oats. Of the millet they make an in- 


intoxicating liquor called boſa, and this, when mix- 


ed with water, they name ſherkes, They are rich 
CE» in 
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in cattle, and their horſes in neatneſs reſembling 
thoſe of Spain, are very fleet, ſo that they will run 
- down veniſon, and when the beaſt begins to tire, 
the hnntſman watches an opportunity to throw 
round his neck a ling, carried for that purpoſe at 
the pummel of his ſaddle; in caſting this they are 
ſo expert, that they ſcarcely ever miſs their aim. 
The firſt part of the deer which they eat is the 
marrow of his legs, breaking the bones for that 
purpoſe. The wool of their goats and ſheep is 

very fine, and much uſed by the Maſcovites to 
make felt of. The religion of theſe people is nei- 
ther Turkiſh, nor Chriſtian ; the principal part of 
it conſiſts in certain ceremonies, from affiſting at 
which none of them are excuſed, unleſs prevented 
by ſickneſs ; the dreſs of both ſexes is alike, but 
with this little difference, that a married woman may 
be diſtinguiſhed by having a round piece of felt fa- 
ſtened to the back of her head, and that ſhe is co- 
vered with a white veil handſomely plaited. They 
have drawers that reach down to the ancles, and are 
tied at the knees ; above theſe is a large petticoat, 
a pinked waiſtcoat that comes no lower than the 
thighs, and over all a looſe caſſock girt about the 
wWaiſte, the ſleeves of which are very wide. They 
never wear beards till they are ſixty years old; 
they cut their hair cloſe round at the tip of the 
ear, and ſhave through the middle of the head, 
from the forehead to the nape of the neck about 
the ſpace of two finger's breadth. | 
The women of Circaſſia are remarkably beau- 
tiful, and it yields more ornaments to the eaſtern 
ſeraglios than any other nation in the world. Their 
quilts and bedding are made of ſheep-ſkin, ſtuffed 
with the leaves of millet, beaten very fine, and it 
has as good an effect as down, Here is nei- 
ther city nor fortification; the people live in vil- 
lages, which are built round, with a piazza in 
| the 
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the middle. They have two gentral feaſts in the 
year, the chief of theſe is at the end of autumn; 
the other at the time of their making hay. Both 
conſiſt in the people's aſſembling in ſome wide 
place, round three of their oldeſt men, who with 
many ceremonies cut the throat of a ſheep or goat, 
and having boiled it in a very myſterious manner, 
ſerve it round to the ſpectators; at theſe times they 
drink plenty of borſa, and ſing and dance to the 
tune of certain e. which are not without har- 
mony. | 
J) here are other ceremonies particular to private 
families, ſuch as fixing a croſs five feet high near 
the chamber-door, next to which the maſter of 
the houſe, his wite, and all his domeſtics, one af- 
ter another, ſtick a wax-taper ; if it falls, the per- 
ſon who ſet it up, will be either robbed, or ob- 
liged to fly for his life; if it goes out beſore it is 
put out, his death is certain; thus do they prog- 
noſticate. | 
They pay a particular veneration to thunder, in- 
terring a perſon that is thunderſtruck with great 
honour, and ranking him among their ſaints. The 
family of a houſe on which thunder happens to 
fall, is kept all that year on the public ſtock, 
without being ſubject to any labour, except that of 
ſinging and dancing from village to village; every 
inhabitant ſtriving to be firſt to bring victuals to 
them, for they are not permitted to enter any houſe. 
The people of a village where it has happened to 
thunder, ſearch all the country round for a white 
goar, which they keep with great care; and in the 
ſpring time, all thoſe that have been thunderſtruck 
aſſemble in the preſence of the lord of the place, 
and having proſtrated themſelves before the goat, 
and ſaid ſome prayers, a large checle, which had 
been previouſly hung about its neck, is cut in pie- 


ces, and divided amongſt the people; ; they are at 
this 
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this ceremony extremely devout. They are very 


ignorant, having among them only one book; 
which they hold in high veneration, it. being al- 
ways bequeathed to the care of their moſt venera- 
ble elders, beſides whom no one is permitted to 
touch it. This man is obliged to carry the book - 
to any of their villages wherein there is a ſick per- 
ſon, upon whoſe boſom he lays: it opened, and 
reads certain paſſages, then blows-over it towards 
the mouth of the patient, who is ſuppoſed to be 
thereby much benefited. Having then made him 
kiſs the book ſeveral times, and laid it on his head 


as a mark of his reſpe& for it, the old man de- 


parts, and the friends of the ſick, who had been 
before the ceremony turned out of the room, are at 


| liberty to enter. 


They have certain old women who viſit the 


ſick, and rub the part afflicted, belching loudly at 


the ſame time, and the louder they belch, the worſe - 
the diforder is ſuppoſe tobe. The head- ach they 


pretend to cure by two inciſions acroſs each other, 


into which they pour oil; for the pain they ſuppoſe 


to ariſe: only from wind getting in between the 


{kin and bone. They never pray for the dead, 
but all friends and relations of the deceaſed, I 


to the funeral, and while ſome proſtrate themſelves 


with yellings and lamentations on the ground, o- 
thers tear their hair, and cut their faces and bo- 
dies with ſharp flints, ſo that at their return 
home, they are horrid ſpectacles, Yong! all a gore of 


blood, 


They have no particular marriage ceremonies. 
The man gives in exchange for the woman, what- 
ever ſhe is valued at by her freinds, in cattle ; he 
then brings her to his own houſe, being attended 


by the chief lord of the place, and all their rela- 
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tions. A feaſt is prepared, they ſing, dance, drink, 
eat, and then go to bed without more words. If 
they have no children, the man is at liberty to 
take another wife, and another and another until 
he have. They know nothing of the meaning of a 
criminal correfpondence; for if a man finds a gallant 
in bed with his wife, he walks off without ſaying 
any thing, and ſerves his neighbour the ſame way 
as ſoon as he can. The more gallants a woman 
has, the better ſhe is reſpected. If the man and 
wife quarrel, whoever complains firſt to the chief 
lord, is ſure to have the other fold for a ſlave; 
and people that are teſty or quarrelſome in a 
neighbourhood, are, upon repreſentation, diſpoſed 
of in the ſame manner; ſo that they live among 
each other upon very good terms. Thoſe who 
rank as gentlemen ſpeak little and do leſs. In an 
evening they ride out in parties to plunder cattle 
and ſlaves from their neighbours, whether friend 
or foe. The vaſlals are All ſlaves; their buſineſs. 
is filling the land, and cutting wood, ef which 
they burn vaſt quantities, for their cloathing not 
being very warm, they keep fires up all' night 
wherever they chuſe to repoſe. e. 
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